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\ V. HEN Griiabva returned to Cube; he found BO 8 K 


the armament deſtined to attempt the conqueſt of | 


that rich corntry which he had diſcovered, almoſt > 
complete Not only ambition, but avarice, had Pra” 
urg 


ed Vela iquez to haſten his preparations; and 9": & Vela- 


O lquez for in- 


having ſuck a proſpect of gratifying both, he had vading New 
advanced conſiderable ſums out of his private for- Spain. 
tune towards defray ing the expence. At the 


ſame time, he exerted his influence as governor, 


in engaging the moſt diſtinguiſned perſons in the 
colony to undertake the ſervice x. At a time 
when the ſpirit of the Spaniſh nation was adven- 
turous to exceſs, a number of ſoldiers, eager to 

| embark in any daring enterpriſe, ſoon appeared. = 

But it was not fo ealy to find a perſon qualified to 


take the command in an expedition of ſo much 


importance; and the character of Velaſquez, u ho 
had the right of nomination, greatly increaſed the 
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_ HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
difficulty of the choice. Though of moſt aſpiring 
ambition, and not deſtitute of talents for govern- 
ment, he poſſeſſed neither ſuch courage, nor ſuch 
vigour and activity of mind, as to undertake in 
perſon the conduct of the armament which he was 


preparing. In this embarraſling ſituation, he form- 

ed the chimerical ſcheme not only of atchieving 
Wen exploits by a deputy, but of ſecuring to him- 
ſelf the glory of conqueſts which were to be made 


by another. In the execution of this plan, he fond- 


ly aimed at reconciling contradictions. He was ſo- 
licitous to chuſe a commander of intrepid reſolu- 
tion, and of ſuperior abilities, becauſe he knew 
theſe to be requiſite in order to enſure ſucceſs; but, 

at the ſame time, from the jealouſy natural to little 


minds, he wiſhed him to be of a ſpirit ſo tame 


and obſequious, as to be entirely dependant on his 
will. But when he came to apply thoſe ideas in 
forming an opinion concerning the ſeveral officers 
who occurred to his thoughts as worthy of being 
entruſted with the command, he ſoon perceived 
that it was impoſſible to find ſuch incompatible 
qualities united in one character, Such as were 


diſtinguiſhed for courage and talents, were too 


high- ſpirited to be paſſive inſtruments in his hand. 
Thoſe who appeared more gentle and tractable, - 
were deſtitute of capacity, and unequal to the 
charge. This augmented hisperplexity and his fears. 
He deliberated long, and with much ſolicitude, 
and was ſtill wavering in his choice, when Ama- 
dor de Lares, the royal treaſurer in Cuba, and 


Andres Duero, his own ſecretary, the two perſons. 


in whom he chiefly confided, were encouraged by 
this irreſolution to propoſe a new candidate, and 
ſupported their recommendation with ſuch aſſidui- 
ty and addreſs, that, no leſs fatally for Velaſquez 


ü 


than happily for their country, it proved ſucceſs- 


THE 


* B. Diaz, c. 19. Gomara Cron. c. 7. Herrera, dec. 2. 
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adventurer in arms. There were in that age two 


his reception was ſuch as equalled his moſt ſan- 


vernor in ſeveral honourable and lucrative ſtations, 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 2 
Tux man whom they pointed out to him was BOOK 
Fernando Cortes. He was born at Medellin, a 
ſmall town in Eſtremadura, in the year one thou- 1 
ſand four hundred and eighty-five, and deſcend- H: appoints 
ed from a family of noble blood, but of very mo- Cortes com- 
derate fortune. Being originally deſtined by his 
parents to the ſtudy of law, as the moſt likely 
method of bettering his condition, he was ſent 
early to the univerſity of Salamanca, where he im- 

bibed ſome tincture of learning. But he was ſoon 
diſguſted with an academic Nie, which did not 

ſuit his ardent and reſtleſs genius, and retired to 
Medellin, where he gave himſelf up entirely to 
active ſports and martial exerciſes. At this period 

of life, he was ſo impetuous, ſo overbearing, and 

ſo diſſipated, that his father was glad to comply 

with his inclination, and ſend him abroad as an 


conſpicuous theatres, on which ſuch of the Spaniſh 
youth as courted military glory might diſplay their 
valour; one in Italy, under the command of the 
Great Captain; the other in the New World. 
Cortes preferred the former, but was prevented 
by indiſpoſition from embarking with a reinforce- 
ment of troops ſent to Naples. Upon this diſ- 
appointment he turned his views towards Ameri- 
ca, Whither he was allured by the proſpect of the 

advantages which he might derive from the pa- 
tronage of Ovando *, the governor of Hiſpaniola, 
who was his kinſman. When he landed at St. 
Domingo in one thouſand five hundred and four, 


guine hopes, and he was employed by the go- 


Theſe, however, did not fatisfy his ambition; 
and in the year one thouſand five hundred and 
| eleven, he obtained permiſſion to accompany 
Diego Velaſquez in his expedition to Cuba. In 
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BOO K this ſervice he diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo much, that, 
P's. notwithſtanding ſome violent conteſts with Velaſ- 
1 18. quez, occaſioned by trivial events, unworthy of 

: remembrance, he was at length taken into favour, 
and received an ample conceſſion of lands and of 
Indians, the recompence uſually beſtowed upon a 
adventurers i in the New World.+ 


Trovcn Cortes had not hitherto ated i in high 
command, he had diſplayed ſuch qualities in ſe- 
veral ſcenes of difficulty and danger, as raiſed 
_ univerſal expectation, and turned the eyes of his 
countrymen towards him, as one capable of per- _ 
forming great things. The turbulence of youth, 
as ſoon as he found objects and occupations ſuited 
to the ardour of his mind, gradually ſubſided, and 
ſettled into a habit of regular indefatigable aQtivi- 
ty. The impetuolity of his temper, when he 
came to act with his equals, inſenſibly abated, by 
being kept under reſtraint, and mellowed into a 
cordial ſoldierly frankneſs. Theſe qualities were 
accompanied with calm prudence in concerting 
his ſchemes, with perſevering vigour in executing _ 
them, and with what is peculiar to ſuperior genius, 
the art of gaining the confidence and governing 
the minds of men. To all which were added the | 
inferior accompliſhments that ſtrike the vulgar, 
and command their reſpect; a graceful perſon, a | 
winning aſpect, extraordinary addreſs in arial 
exerciſes, and a conſtitution of ſuch vigour as to 
be capable of enduring any fatigue. 


As ſoon as Cortes was mentioned to Velaſq ue: 
by his two confidents, he flattered himſelf hat he 
had at length found what he had hitherto ſought 
in vain, a man with talents for command, but 
not an — of e Neither the rank 
1 | mor" 


3 + Gomara Cron. c. 1,2, 3. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 3 

nor the fortune of Cortes, as he imagined, were B O O K 

ſuch that he could aſpire at independence. He V.. 

had reaſon to believe, that by his own readineſs N 

to bury ancient animoſities in oblivion, as well as co 
his liberality in conferring ſeveral recent favours, 

he had already gained the good-will of Cortes, and 

| hoped, by this new and unexpected mark of con- 
fidence, that he might attach him for ever to his 

ntereſt. |: ; 
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Cors receiving his commiſſion with the Seen be 
3 3 | | l | omes jea- 
warmeſt expreſſions of reſpect and gratitude to the tous of him. 
governor, immediately erected his ſtandard before Oer 23. 
his own houſe, appeared in a military dreſs, ang 
_ aſſumed all the enſigns of his new dignity. His 
_ utmoſt influence and activity were exerted in per- 
ſuading many of his friends to engage in the ſer- 
vice, and in urging forward the preparations for 
the voyage. All his own funds, together with 
what money he could raiſe by mortgaging his 
lands and Indians, were expended in purchaſing 


| military ſtores and proviſions, or in ſupplying the 
. Wants of ſuch of his officers as were unable to 
ee .qguip themſelves in a manner ſuited to their rank. 

. | Inoffenſive, and even laudable as this conduc _ 
| was, his diſappointed competitors were malicious 
: enough to give it a turn to his diſadvantage : 

1 | They repreſented him as aiming already, with 
> I bitle diſguiſe, at eſtabliſhing an independent au- 


thority over his troops, and endeavouring to ſe- 
| cure their reſpect or love by his oſtentatious and 
Z KK intereſted liberality. They reminded Velaſquez 
e [of his former diſſenſions with the man in whom 
vw UF he now repoſed ſo much confidence, and foretold 
i WF that Cortes would be more apt to avail himſelt 
K UF of the power, which he was inconſiderately 
1 CFC | - Putting 
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B O wi putting in his hands, to avenge paſt injus _ 
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ries, than to requite late obligations. Theſe 
inſinuations made ſuch impreſſion upon the ſuſ- 
picious mind of Velaſquez, that Cortes ſoon ob- 
{erved ſome ſymptoms of a growing alienation 


and diſtruſt in his behaviour, and was adviſed by 


his friends, Lares and Duero, to haſten his de- 
parture, before they ſhould become ſo confirmed, 
as to break out with open violence. Fully ſenſi- 
ble of this danger, he urged forward his prepara- 
tions with ſuch rapidity, that he ſet ſail from St. 


Jago de Cuba on the eighteenth of November, 


_ Velaſquez accompanying him to the ſhore, and 
taking leave of him with an appearance of perfect 
friendſhip and confidence, though he had ſecretly 
given it in charge to ſome of his officers, to keep 


a watchful eye upon Wy Pare of their comman- 
der's conduct. 


Endeavours | | 
do deprive h 


Him of his 


| Corres 0 to Trinidad, a ſmall ſettle- | 
ment on the ſame fide of the Iſland, where he was 


Foiuniſian, joined by ſeveral adventurers, and received a 


ſupply of proviſions and military ſtores, of which 
his ſtock was ſtill very incomplete. He had 


hardly left St. Jago, when the jealouſy which had 


been working in the breaſt of Velaſquez grew ſo 


violent that it was impoſſible to ſuppreſs it. The 


armament was no longer under his own eye and 


direction; and he felt that as his power over it 


_ ceaſed, that of Cortes became more abſolute. Ima- 


of Cortes induſtriouſly threw in reflections which 
increaſed his fears; and with no leſs art than malice 


gination now aggravated every circumſtance, 
which had formerly excited ſuſpicion : the rivals 


they called ſuperſtition to their aid, employing the 


predictions of an aſtrologer in order to complete 


the alarm. All theſe ,by their united operation, pro- 


duced 


C Gomars Cron. c. ; B. Diaz. c. 20. 


CY IV CET ON. 


5 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


duced the deſired effect. Velaſquez repented bit-B O © 1 
terly of his own imprudence, in having committed V. 
a truſt of ſo much importance to a perſon whoſe 1 
fidelity appeared ſo doubtful, and haſtily diſpatch- 12 
ed inſtructions to Trinidad, empowering 1 5 


the chief magiſtrate there, to deprive Cortes of 


commiſſion. But Cortes had already made ſuch 
e in gaining the eſteem and confidence of 
his troops, that, finding officers as well as ſoldiers 
_ equally zealous to ſupport his authority, he ſoothed 
or intimidated Verdugo, and was permitted to de- 
part from Trinidad without moleſtation. 


From Trinidad Cortes ſailed for Havana, in-or- 99G "© 


der to raiſe more ſoldiers, and to complete the vic- bim under 
tualling of his fleet. There ſeveral perſons of di- el. 
ſtinction entered into the ſervice, and eng; aged 10 
ſupply what proviſions were ſtill wanting but as 
it was neceſſary to allow thera ſome time for per- 
forming what they had promiſed, Velaſquez, ſen- 
_ fible that he ought no longer to rely on a man of 
whom he had fo openly diſcovered his diſtruſt, 
availed himſelf of the interval, which this unavoid- 


able delay afforded, in order to make one attempt 
more to wrelt the command out of the hands of 


Cortes. He loudly complained of Verdugo's con- 
duct, accuſing him either of childith facility, or of 
manifeſt treachery, in ſuffering Cortes to eſcape 
from Trinidad. Anxious to guard againſt a ſe- 
cond diſappointment, he ſent a perſon of confi— 


dence to the Havanna, with peremptory injunctions. 
to Pedro Barba, his lie entenant-governor in that e 


lony, inſtantly to arreſt Cortes, to ſend him pri- 
ſoner to St. Jago under a ſtrong guard, and 0 


countermand the departure of the armament until 


he ſhould receive ſarther orders: he wrote like- 
wiſe to the principal offices, requiring them 


to 
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3 _ HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BO OK to aſſiſt Barba in executing what he had given him 
in charge. But before the arrival of his meſſen- 
— : * ger, a Franciſcan friar of St. Jago had ſecretly con- 
veyed an account of this intereſting tranſaction to 
Bartholomew / de Ol medo, a monk of the fame 
order, who acted as chaplain to the expedition. 
| Cortes de- CokrEs, forewarned of the danger, had time 
ſchemes,and to take precautions for his own ſafety. His firſt 
continues 
b.. Havana Diego de Ordaz, an officer of great merit, 
but in whom, on account of his known attach- _ 
ment to Velaſquez, he could not confide in this 
trying and delicate juncture, He gave him the 
command of a veſſel, deſtined to take on board 
ſome proviſions in a ſmall harbour beyond Cape 
Antonio; and thus made ſure of his abſence, _ 
without ſeeming to ſuſpect his fidelity. When he 
was gone, Cortes no longer concealed the inten- 
tions of Velaſquez from his troops; and as officers 
and ſoldiers were equally impatient to ſet out on 


ſtep was to find ſome pretext for removing from 


an expedition, in preparing for which moſt of tem 


had expended all their fortune, they expreſſed their 
aſtoniſhment and indignation at that illiberal jea- 
louſy, to which the governor was about to ſacri- 
fice, not only the honour of their general, but all 
thelr ſanguine hopes of glory and wealth. With 
one voice they intieated that he would not aban- 
don the important ſtation to which he had ſuch a 

good title. They conjured him not to deprive 
them of a leader whom they followed with ſuch 

well-founded confidence, and offered to ſhed the 

_ laſt drop of their blood in maintaining his autho- 

rity. Cortes was eaſily induced to comply with 
what he fo ardently deſired. He ſwore that he 
would never delert ſoldiers who had given him 
ſuch a ſignal proof of their attachment, and pro- 
ve = ee miſed 


_ HISTORY OF AMERICA. 9 
miſed inſtantly to conduct them to that rich coun- B O OK 
try, which had been fo long the object of their, . 
thoughts and wiſhes. This declaration was re- 
ceived with tranſports of military applauſe, ac- 
companied with threats and imprecations againſt 
all who ſhould preſume to call in queſtion the 


Juriſdiction of their general, or to obſtruct wes exe 
cution of his deſigns. 


1518. = 


Every thing was now ready for their depar- green 
ture: but though this expedition was the united 
effort of the Spaniſh power in Cuba; though eve- 
ry ſettlement had contributed its quota of men and 
proviſions; though the governor had laid out con- 
ſiderable ſums, and each adventurer had exhauſt- 
ed his ſtock, or ſtrained his credit, the poverty of 
the preparations was ſuch as muſt aſtoniſh the 
preſent age, and bore, indeed, no reſemblance to 
an armamefit deſtined for the conqueſt of a great 
empire. The fleet conſiſted of eleven veſſels, the 
largeſt of ahundred tons, which was dignified with _ 
the name of Admiral, three of ſeventy or eighty 
tons, and the reſt ſmall open barks. On board of 
| theſe were ſix hundred and ſeventeen men; of 
which five hundred and eight belonged to the 
land ſervice, and a hundred and nine were feamen 
or artificers. The ſoldiers were divided into ele- 
ven companies, according to the number of the 
ſhips; to each of which Cortes appointed a cap- 
tain, and committed to him the command of the 
veſſel while at fea, and of the men when on ſhore *. 
As the uſe of fre- -arms among the nations of | 
Europe was hitherto confined to a few battalions 
of regularly-diſciplined infantry, only thirteen 
ſoldiers were armed with muſkets, thirty-two were 
crols-bowmen, and the reſt had fi ords and ſpears. 


Inſtead 


* See NOTE IV. 
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BO OK Inftead of the uſual — 
. Wenne Ramon I | 
jackets, quilted with c 
taught the Spaniards to be a ſub ticrenr 
againft the 3 of the- A 
had only fixteen ten (mail 
and four falconets +. 
Fe % Wirz this flender and ilIEprovided 
2 Cortes ſet ſail, to make war upon a 


from Cuba. whoſe domimons were more e 1 
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ene 


gious enthuſiaſm always 1 With 


of adventure in the New W — ak: by a c : 
bination ſtill more ſtrange; united wirt a avarce 


in prompting the Spaniards to all t their emerrrnss . 


a large croſs was ditplayed in their ftandiarcts. v 
this inſcription, Let us follow the ily for um r 
this fign we ſhall conquer. 


So powerfully were Cortes and his cel 
animated with both theſe that. m le 
eager to plunder the opulent — vetnther they 

were bound, than zealous to propagate the Chr 
tian faith among its — * fer our 
vith the ſolicitude natural to Suprun 
dangerous ſervice, but with chat * C 


ariſes from ſecurity of — and certamty of HR 


divine protection. 


"Torches at As Cortes had determined to touch at every” 


 Coume! 8385 place which Grijalva had — he ſteerect direct 


iy towards the iſland of Cozumet; there he had 
the good fortune to redeem Terome- de Aonitare 2 
Spamard, who had been eight years a-prjoner- 


among the Indians. This man was perteethy- 
acquaint? d with a dialect of their language, ur 


+ B. Diaz. c. 19. 
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tes proceeded to the March 4. 
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B O O K was in the utmoſt perplexity and diſtreſs, at an 
event of which he inſtantly foreſaw all the conſe- 
1519. quences, and already felt the heſitation and uncer- 
tainty with which he ſhould carry on the great 
ſchemes which he meditated, if, in his tranſactions 
# with the natives, he muſt depend entirely upon 
| ſuch an imperfect, ambiguous, and conjectural 
4 mode of communication, as the uſe of ſigns. But 
| he did not remain long in this embarraſſing ſitua- 
tion: a fortunate accident extricated him, when 
| his own ſagacity could have contributed little to- 
'Þþ Wards his relief. One of the female ſlaves, whom 
ö he had received from the cazique of Tabaſco, hap- 
pened to be preſent at the firſt interview between 


| Cortes and his new gueſts, She perceived his di- 
= ſtreſs, as well as the confuſion of Aguilar; and as 
| - ſhe perfectly underſtood the Mexican language, 
= ſhe explained what they ſaid in the Yucatan tongue, 
i with which Aguilar was acquainted. This woman, 
known afterwards by the name of Donna Marina, 
and who makes a conſpicuous figure in the hiſtory 
of the New World, where great revolutions were 
| D brought about by ſmall cauſes and inconſiderable 
inſtruments, was born in one of the provinces of 
the Mexican empire. Having been carried off a 
captive by ſome hoſtile party, after a variety of 
adventures ſhe fell into the hands of the Tabaſ- 
cans, and had reſided long enough among them 
to acquire their language, without loſing the uſe 
of her own, Though it was both tedious and 
troubleſome to converſe by the intervention of 
two different interpreters, Cortes was ſo highly 
pleaſed with having diſcovered this method of car- 
rying on ſome intercourſe with the people of a 
country into which he was determined to penetrate, 
that in the tranſports of his joy he conſidered it as 
a viſible inter poſition of Providence in his favour.* 


He 


B. Diaz. c. 37, 38, 39. Gomara Cron. e. 25, 26. Her- 


rera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 4. 


4 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 13 
5 H now learned, that the two perſons whom B OO K 
. he had received on board his ſhip were deputies V- _ 
from Pilpatoe and Teutile; the one governor of Y NM 
that province, under a great monarch, whom they 10 bh if 
called Montezuma, and the other the commander trop 
of his forces there, and that they were ſent to 
Inquire what his intentions were in viſiting their 
_ coaſt, and to offer him what aſſiſtance he might 
need, in order to continue his voyage. Cortes, 
Cortes, ſtruck with the appearance of thoſe peo- 
ple, as well as the tenor of the meſlage, aſſured 
them, in reſpectful terms, that he approached 
their country with moſt friendly ſentiments, and 
came to propoſe matters of great importance to 
the welfare of their prince and his kingdom, which 
he would unfold more fully, in perſon, to the 
_ governor and the general. Next morning, with- 
out waiting for any anſwer, he landed his troops, 
his horſes and artillery; and having choſen proper 
ground, began to erect huts for his men, and to 
fortify his camp. The natives, inſtead of oppo- 
ſing the entrance of thoſe fatal gueſts into their 
country, aſſiſted them in all their operations, with 
an alacrity of which they had ere long good rea- 
{on to repent. _ > 5 


NexrT day, Pilpatoe and Teutile entered the H. 6-9 in- 

Spaniſh camp with a numerous retinue ; and Cor- e, 

tes conſidering them as the miniiters of a great Mexicans. 

monarch, entitled to a degree of attention very dif- 

ferent from that which the Spaniards were accuſ- 

tomed to pay to the petty Caziques, with whom 

they had intercourſe, received them with much 
formal ceremony. He informed them, that 

he came as ambaſſador from Don Carlos of 

Auſtria, king of Caſtile, the greateſt monarch 

of the eaſt, and was intruſted with propoſitions of 

ſuch moment, that he could impart them to hams 

8 5 ut 


14 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BOOK but the emperor Montezuma himſelf ; and there- 
V. fore required them to conduct him, without 
oss of time, into the preſence of their maſter. 
1519. The Mexican officers could not conceal their un- 
eaſineſs at a requeſt, which they knew to be diſa- 
greeable, and which, they foreſaw, might prove 
extremely embarraſſing to their ſovereign, whoſe 
mind had been filled with many diſquieting appre- 
henſions, ever ſince the former appearance of the 
Spaniards on his coaſts. But before they at- 
tempted to diſſuade Cortes rfrom inſiſting on this 
il demand, they endeavoured to conciliate his good- 
| will, by entreating him to accept of certain pre- 
ſents, which, as humble ſlaves of Montezuma, 
they laid at his feet. Theſe were introduced with 
great parade, and conſiſted of fine cotton cloth, 
FF of plumes of various colours; and of ornaments 
: of gold and ſilver to a conſiderable value; the 
workmanſhip of which appeared to be as curious 
as the materials were rich, The diſplay of theſe 
produced an effect very different from what the 
Mexicans intended. Inſtead of ſatisfying, it in- 
creaſed the avidity of the Spaniards, and render- 
ed them lo eager and impatient to become maſters 
of a country which abounded with ſuch precious 
productions, that Cortes could hardly liſten with 
patience to the arguments which Pilpatoe and 
Teutile employed to diſſuade him from viſiting 
the capital, and in a haughty determined tone he 
inſiſted on his demand, of being admitted to a 
perſonal audience of their ſovereign. During this 
interview, ſome painters, in the train of the Mex- 
can chiefs, had been diligently employed in de- 
lineating, upon white cotton cloths, figures of the 
_ ſhips, the horſes, the artillery, the ſoldiers, and 
whatever elſe attracted their eyes, as ſingular. 
When Cortes , obſerved this, and was informed 
that theſe pictures were to be ſent to Montezuma, 
in order to convey to him a more lively idea of 
the ſtrange and wonderful objects now preſented 
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narch an awful impreſſion of the extraordinary 


der of battle, the infantry performed ſuch mar- 
tial exerciſes as were beſt ſuited to diſplay the 
effect of their different weapons; the horſe, in 


thick woods which ſurrounded the camp, made 


looked on with that filent amazement, which is 
natural when the mind is ſtruck with objects, 
_ which are both awful and above ns comprehenſion. 
But, at the exploſion of the cannon, many of them 
fled, ſome fell to the ground, and all were ſo 

much confounded at the ſight of men whoſe power 
ſo nearly reſembled that of the Gods, that Cortes 
found it difficult to compoſe and re-aflure them. 
The painters had now many new {ſubjects on 


|  radters to repreſent the extraordinary things which 
they had ſeen. oe 


Montezuma with thoſe pictures, and a full ac- 
count of every thing that had paſſed ſince the 


a preſent of ſome European curiofities to Monte- 


information of every occurrence in all the corners 
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to their view, than any words could communicate, BO O K 


he reſolved to render the repreſentation ſtill more V- 
animated and intereſting, by exhibiting ſuch a ua 


ſpectacle as might give both them and their mo- 1519. 
prowefs of his followers, and the irreſiſtible force 
of their arms. The trumpets, by his order ſounded 
an alarm; the troops, in a moment, formed in or- 


various evolutions, gave a ſpecimen of their agility 
and ſtrength ; the artillery, pointed towards the 


dreadful havoc among the trees. The [viexicans 


which to exerciſe their art, and they put their fancy 
on the ſtretch in order to invent figures and cha- 


 MessEnGers were immediately diſpatched to Negotiations 
wun One. 
tezuma. 


arrival of the Spaniards, and by them Cortes ſeat | 


zuma, which though of no great value, he believed 
would be acceptable on account of their novelty. 
The Mexican monarchs, in order to obtain early 


of their vaſt empire, had introduced a refinement in 
5 Es police, 


. 
BOOK 


1519. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
police, unknown, at that time, in Europe. They 
had couriers poſted at proper ſtations along the 


principal roads, and as theſe were trained to 
agility by a regular education, and relieved one 


another at moderate diſtances, they conveyed in- 


telligence with ſurpriſing rapidity. Though the 
capital in which Montezuma reſided was above a 


- hundred and eighty miles from St. Juan de Ulua, 


Cortes's preſents were carried thither, and an an- 


| ſwer to his demands was received in a few days. 


The ſame officers who had hitherto treated with 


the Spaniards, were employed to deliver this an- 
{wer ; but as they knew how repugnant the de- 


and wiſhes of the Spaniſn commander, they would 
not venture to make it known until they had pre- 
viouſly endeavoured to ſooth and mollify him. 
For this purpoſe, they renewed the negociation 
by introducing a train of an hundred Indians load 
ed with preſents ſent to him by Montezuma. The 
magnificence of theſe was ſuch as became a great 
monarch, and far exceeded any idea which the 


; His preſents. 


termination of their maſter was to all the ſchemes 


| Spaniards had hitherto formed of his wealth. 
They were placed upon mats ſpread on the 


ground, in ſuch order as ſhewed them to the 
_ greateſt advantage. Cortes and his officers viewed, 
with admiration, the various manufactures of the 


country, cotton ſtuffs ſo fine, and of ſuch deli- 
cate texture as to reſemble filk ; pictures of ani- 


mals, trees, and other natural objects formed with 


feathers of different colours, diſpoſed and min- 
gled with ſuch ſkill and elegance, as to rival the 


works of the pencil in truth and beauty of imi- 
tation. But what chiefly attracted their eyes, 
were two large plates of a circular form, one of 
maſſive gold repreſenting the ſun, the other of 
ſilver, an emblem of the moon *. Theſe were ac- 
ET . | companied 


* See NOTE VI 
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companied with bracelets, collars, rings, and B OO K 


other trinkets of gold; and that nothing might 


be warting which could give the Spaniards a com- 


plete idea of what the country afforded, with 
ſome boxes filled with pearls, precious ſtones, 


and grains of gold unwrought, as they had been 


found in the mines or rivers. Cortes received all 
' theſe with an appearance of profound veneration 


for the monarch by whom they were beſtowed. 
But when the Mexicans, preſuming upon this, 
informed him that their maſter, though he de- 


Cs. 
1519. 


Forbids Cor- 
tes to ap- 
proach his 


ſired him to accept of what he had ſent as a to- epi. 


ken of his regard for the prince whom he repre- 
ſented, would not give his conſent that foreign 
troops ' ſhould approach nearer to his capital, or 
even allow them to continue longer in his domi- 


nions, Cortes declared, in a manner more reſolute 


and peremptory than formerly, that he muſt in- 
| fiſt on his firſt demand, as he could not without 
| diſhonour, return to his own ſovereign, until he 

was admitted into the preſence of the prince 
whom he was appointed to viſit in his name. 


The Mexicans, aſtoniſhed at ſeeing any man dare 


to oppoſe that will, which they were accuſtomed 


to conſider as ſupreme and irreſiſtible, yet afraid 
of precipitating their country into an open rup- 
ture with ſuch formidable enemies, prevailed with 
Cortes to promiſe, that he would not move from 

his preſent camp, until the return of a meſſenger, 
whom they ſent to Montezuma far farther inſtrue- 


tions *. 


Tus firmneſs with which Cortes 1 to his State of the 


Mexicanem - 


| original propoſal ſhould, naturally, have brought jire a dh: 
the negociation between him and Montezuma to period. 


a 2 ſpeedy iſſue, as it ſeemed to leave the Mexican 


| monarch no choice, but either to receive him with 


You l. EI. - — 8 


» B. . c. 39- Gomers Cron, c. 27. Herrera, dec. 2 


lib. v. c. 5, 6. 
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B Oo K confidence as a friend, or to oppoſe him openly 


as an enemy. The latter was What might have 
been expected from a haughty prince in poſſeſſion 


of extenſive power. The Mexican empire, at 
this period, was at a pitch of grandeur to which 


no ſociety ever attained in fo ſhort a period. 


Though it had ſubſiſted only a hundred and 


thirty years, its dominion extended from the 
North to the South Sea, over territories ſtretch- 
ing about five hundred leagues from eaſt to weſt, 


and more than two hundred from north to ſouth, 
comprehending provinces not inferior in fertility, ' 
population, and opulence, to any in the torrid 
zone. The people were warlike and enterpriling ; 
the authority of the monarch unbounded, and his 

revenues conſiderable. If, with the forces which 

might have been ſuddenly aſſembled in ſuch an 
empire, Montezuma had fallen upon the Spa- 


niards while encamped on a barren unhealthy 


coaſt, unſupported by any ally, without a place 
of retreat, and deſtitute of proviſions, it is im- 
poſſible, even with all the advantages of their 
ſuperior diſcipline and arms, that they could have 
| ſtood the ſhock, and they "muſt either have pe- 
riſhed in ſuch an unequal eden, or have aban- 


doned the enter priſe. 


Sberadder of As the power of Montezuma enabled him to take 
the monaic 


this ſpirited part, his own diſpoſitions ſeemed na- 


turally to prompt him to it, Of all the princes 
who had ſwayed the Mexican ſceptre, he was 


the moſt haughty, the moſt violent, and the moſt 


impatient of controul. His ſubjects looked up 
to him with awe, and his enemies with terror. 


The former he governed with unexampled rigour, 


but they were impreſſed with ſuch an opinion of 
his capacity as commanded their reſpect; and by 


many victories over the latter, he had ſpread far 


the dread of his arms, and had added ſeveral conſi- 


derable Provinces to his dominions. But though 
his 
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his talents might be ſuited to the tranſactions of B 0 OK 


a ſtate ſo imperfectly poliſhed as the Mexican 
empire, and ſufficient to conduct them while in 


their accuſtomed courſe, they were altogether 
inadequate to a conjuncture ſo extraordinary, and 
did not qualify him either to judge with the diſ- 

cernment, or to act with the deciſion, requitite | in 
| ſuch a trying emergence. 


' From the moment that the Spaniards appeared 


19 


1519. 


His PE WR | 
and ter- 


4} on his coaſt, he diſcovered ſymptoms of timidity : ror upon tbe 
and embarraſſment. Inſtead of taking ſuch re- 
ſolutions as the conſciouſneſs of his own power, 
or the memory of his former exploits, might have 
inſpired, he deliberated with an anxiety and he- 


arrival of the 


Spaniards. 


ſitation which did not eſcape the notice of his 


| meaneſt courtiers. The perplexity and diſcom- 


poſure of Montezuma's mind upon this occaſion, 
as well as the general diſmay of his ſubjects, was 


not owing wholly to the impreſſion which the 


gin may be traced up to a more remote ſource. 


There was an opinion, if we may believe the 
earlieſt and moſt authentic Spaniſh hiſtorians, al- 
moſt univerſal among the Americans, that ſome 
| dreadful calamity was impending over their heads, 
from a race of formidable invaders who ſhould 


come from regions towards the riſing ſun, to 


| over-run and deſolate their country. "Whether 
| this diſquieting apprehenſion flowed from the 
| memory of ſome natural calamity which had 
| afflicted that part of the globe, and impreſſed the 
minds of the inhabitants with ſuperſtitious tears 
and forebodings, or whether it was an imagina- 
tion accidentally ſuggeſted by the aſtoniſhment 
| which the firſt ſight of a new race of men occa- 
ſioned, it is impoſſible to determine. But as the 
| Mexicans were more prone to ſuperſtitionthan any 
people 1 in the New World, they were more deeply 
| 'C-2 . affected 


Spaniards had made by the novelty of their 
appearance and the terror of their arms; its ori- 
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"0 _ R fected with the appearance of the Spaniards, 


| — their credulity inſtantly repreſented as the 


omg. 


-volution Which they dreaded. Under thoſe cir- 


-cmmitances, it ceaſes to be incredible that a 


Hand ul — thould alarm the monarch 
— a great empire and all his ſubjects *, 


NorwirhsT AN DING the influence of this 
—— when the meſſenger arrived from the 


*Spamth camp witli an account, that Cortes, ad- 
-herng; to his original demand, refuſed to obey 
ane order enjoining him to leave the country, 


Montezuma aſſumed ſome degree of reſolution, 


and in a trantport of rage, natural to a fierce 
ꝓrince unaccuſtomed to meet with any oppoſition 
do his will, he treatened to ſacrifice thoſe pre- 
iumptuous ſtrangers to his gods. But his doubts 


nd tears quick returned, and inſtead of iſſuing 
to carry his threats into execution, 


m called his miniſters to confer and 1 


their advice. Feeble and temporiſing meaſures 
Will always * the reſult when men aſſemble to 


AHeliberate in a ſituation where they ought to act. 
Ihe Mexican council toe no effectual meaſure 
tor expelling ſuch troubleſome intruders, and 
were ſatisfied with iſſuing a more politive in- 


ogy requiring them to leave the country ; 
ut this-they -prepolterouſly accompanied with a 


2 of ſuch value, as proved a treſh induce- | 


ent to remain there. 


eee NELANWHILE, the Spaniards were not with- 
women” mut ſuhicitude or a N of ſentiments, in de- 
5 panpaniarci:. — concerning their own future conduct. 
what they had Laircady ſeen, many of them 


formed 


Cortes —— 3 ap Pamu£. ili. 234, 2350 Her- 
naler. 2 Hb. ili. c. 1. lib. v. C. II. lib. vii. c. 6. Gomars 
ron. c. 60. 02. 5 | 


—-mitruments deftined to bring about that fatal re- 
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| formed ſuch extravagant ideas concerning theBOOK _ 
opulence of the country, that, deſpiſing danger 
or hardſhips when they had in view trea> © 
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ſures which appeared to be inexhauſtible, they 


were eager to attempt the conqueſt; Others 
eſtimating the power of the Mexican empire by 
its wealth, and enumerating the various proofs 
which had occurred of its being under a well-re- 
gulated adminiſtration, contended that it would 


21 
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be an act of the wildeſt frenzy to attack ſuch a 


ſtate with a ſmall body of men, in want of pro- 


viſions, unconnected with any ally, and already 


enfeebled by the diſeaſes peculiar to the climate, 
and the loſs of ſeveral of their number +. Cortes 
ſecretly applauded the advocates for bold mea- 
ſures, and cheriſhed their romantic hopes, as ſuch 
ideas correſponded with his own, and favoured 
the execution of the ſchemes which he had form- 


ed. From the time that the ſuſpicions of Velaſ- schemes of 


conferred, he fay the neceſſity of diſſolving a 


connection which would obſtruct and embarraſs all 


his operations, and watched for a proper oppor- 


tunity of coming to a final rupture with him. 


Having this in view, he had laboured, by every 
art, to ſecure the eſteem and affection of his 


- ſoldiers. With his abilities ſor command, it was 


ealy to gain their eſteem ; and his followers v.ere 
quickly ſatisfied that they might rely, with per- 
fect confidence, on the conduct and courage of 


their leader. Nor was it more difficult to acquire 
| their affection, Among adventurers, nearly of 
the ſame rank, and ſerving at their own expence, 
the dignity of command did not elevate a gene- 


ral above mingling with thcſe who acted under 
| him. Cortes availed himſelf of this freedom of 
intercouſe, to inſinuate himſelf into their favour, 


and 


I B. Diaz. c. 40. 


0 


quez broke out with open violence in his attempt te. 
to deprive him of the authority which he had 
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30 0 K and by his affable manners, by well- timed acts 


of liberality to ſome, by inſpiring all with vaſt 
hopes, and by allowing them to trade privately 


with the natives, he attached the greater part 


— — — ny 


of his ſoldiers ſo firmly to himſelf, that they al- 
moſt forgot that the armament had been fitted out 
by the authority, and at the expence of another. 


His adden DURING thoſe intrigues, Teutile arrived with 


gt pm oy, + — 


4 . 1 2 22 * 
4 N r 0 3 * 
— —¼ — — 2 — S dt” ere — —— — — 2 —— . —— Poe” © 
— — I — I P . 4 * — 


22 


4 * ju a 
—— i OE Kon 


- —_ — nals 
OO 


* 
4 - 
IE * 92 
- . ** * 2 buy 
_ — — — — — — I . * - = 2 
- — — 8 C — - ww . * = 


" the preſent from Montezuma, and, together with it, 
delivered the ultimate order of that monarch to de- 
part inſtantly out of his dominions; and when Cor- 
tes, inſtead of complying, renewed his requeſt of an 
audience, the Mexican turned from him abruptly, 
and quitted the camp with looks and geſtures 
which ſtrongly expreſſed his ſurpriſe and reſent- 
ment, Next morning none of the natives, who 
uſed to frequent the camp in great numbers, in 
order to barter with the ſoldiers, and bring in 
proviſions, appeared. All friendly correſpon- 
dence ſeemed now to be at an end, and it was 
expected every moment that hoſtilities would 
commence, This, though an event that might 
have been foreſeen, occaſioned a ſudden conſter- 
nation among the Spaniards, which embolden the 
adherents of Velaſquez not only to murmur and 
cabal againſt their general, but to appoint one of 
their number to remonſtrate openly againſt his 
imprudence in attempting the conqueſt of a 


mighty empire with ſuch inadequate force, and 


to urge the neceſſity of returning to Cuba, in 
order to refit the fleet and augment the army. 
Diego de Ordaz, one of his principal officers, whom 
the malcontents charged with this commiſſion, 


delivered it with a ſoldiery freedom and bluntneſs, | 
aſſuring him that he ſpoke the ſentiments of the 
whole army. Cortes liſtened to him without 
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to all the ſplendid hopes and ſchemes which they 


had been forming with ſuch complacency, he 
carried his diſſimulation ſo far as to ſeem to re- 
linquiſh his own meaſures in compliance with the 
requeſt of Ordaz, and iſſued orders that the army 
ſhould be in readineſs next day to reimbark for 


23 


any appearance of emotion; and as he well knew B O OK 
the temper and wiſhes of his ſoldiers, and foreſaw 


how they would receive a propoſition fatal at once 


1519. 


Cuba. As ſoon as this was known, the diſap- 


pointed adventurers exclaimed and threatened; 


the emiſſaries of Cortes mingling with them, in- 


which he had not ſpirit to enter. 


demanding with eagerneſs to fee their com- 


| flamed their rage; the ferment became general; 
the whole camp was almoſt in open mutiny ; all 


mander. Cortes was not flow in appearing ; 
when, with one voice, they expreſſed their aſto- 
niſhment and indignation at the orders which 
they had received. It was unworthy, they cried, 
of the Caſtilian courage to be daunted at the firſt. 
aſpect of danger, and infamous to fly before any 


enemy appeared. For their parts, they were de- 


termined not to relinquiſh an enterpriſe, that had 
hitherto been ſucceſsful, and which tended fo vi- 
ſibly to ſpread the knowledge of true religion, 
and to advance the glory and intereſt of their 


country. Happy under his command, they would 


up all his hopes of diſtinction and opulence to an 


Con rxs, delighted with their ardour, took no 
offence at the boldneſs with which it was uttered. 


follow him with alacrity through every danger, 
in queſt of thoſe ſettlements and treaſures which 
he had ſo long held out to their view; but if he 
_ choſe rather to return to Cuba, and tamely give 


| envious rival, they would inſtantly chuſe another 
| general to conduct them in that path of glory 


The ſentiments were what he himſelf had inſpired, 


and 
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BO OKand the warmth of expreſſion ſatisfied him that 
V. his ſoldiers had imbibed them thoroughly. He 
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Eſtabliſes 2 
form of civil 
Tovernment. 


affected, however, to be ſurpriſed at what he 
heard, declaring that his orders to prepare for 
embarking were iſſued from a perſuaſion that this 
was agreeable to his troops; that, from defe- 
rence to what he had been informed was their in- 
clination, he had ſacrificed his own private opi- 
nion, which was firmly bent on eſtabliſning im- 
mediately a ſettlement on the ſea-coaſt, and then 
on endeavouring to penetrate into the interior 
part of the country; that now he was convinced 
of his error; and as he perceived that they were 
animated with the generous ſpirit which breathed 
in every true Spaniard, he would reſume, with 
freſh ardour, his original plan of operation, and 
doubted not to conduct them, in the career of 
victory, to ſuch independent fortunes as their va- 
lour merited. Upon this declaration, ſhouts of 
applauſe teſtified the exceſs of their joy. The 
meaſure ſeemed to be taken with unanimous con- 
ſent; ſuch as ſecretly condemned it, being oblig- 
ed to join in the acclamations, partly to conceal 
their diſaffection from the general, and partly to 
avoid the imputation of cowardice from their 
fellow-ſoldiers *. ers „„ 
WrTHrovrT allowing his men time to cool or 
to reflect, Cortes ſet about carrying his deſign 
into execution. In order to give a beginning to 
a colony, he aſſembled the principal perſons in his 
army, and by their ſuffrages elected a council and 
magiſtrates, in whom the government was to be 
veſted. As men naturally tranſplant the inſtitu- 
tions and forms of the mother-country into their 
new ſettlements, this was framed upon the model 
of a Spaniſh corporation. The magiſtrates were 
diſtinguiſhed by the fame names and enſigns of 
1 BBV office, 
* B. Diaz. c. 40, 41, 42. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 6, 7. 
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framed in the king's name, without any mention 


of their dependance on Velaſquez. The two prin- 
_ ciples of avarice and enthuſiaſm, which prompted 
the Spaniards to all their enterpriſes in the New 
World, ſeemed to have concurred in ſuggeſting 
the name which Cortes beſtowed on his intended 
| ſettlement. He called it, Villa rica de la vera Cruz, 
1 that 1 is, The rich town of the true Croſs. 


Tas firſt meeting of the new council was dil 


tinguiſned by a tranſaction of great moment. 
As ſoon as it aſſembled, Cortes applied for leave 


to enter; and approaching with many marks 


of profound reſpect, which added dignity to the 
tribunal, and ſet an example of reverence for its 
authority, he began a long harangue, in which, 
with much art, and in terms exiremely flattering 
to perſons juſt entering upon their new function, 
he obſerved, that as the ſupreme juriſdiction over 
the colony which they had planted was now 
veſted in this court, he conſidered them as clothed 
Voith the authority and repreſenting the perſon of 
their ſovereign, that accordingly he would com- 
| municate to them what he deemed eſſential to the | 
public ſafety, with the ſame dutiful fidelity as if 
| he were addreſſing his royal maſter ; that the ſe- 
curity of a colony ſettled in a great empire, 
Whole ſovereign had already diſcovered his hoſtile 
intentions, depended upon arms, and the efficacy 
of theſe upon the ſubordination and diſcipline 
preſerved among the troops; that his right to 
command was derived from a commiſſion granted 


1 
office, and were to exerciſe a ſimilar juriſdiction, BO OK 
All the perſons choſen were molt firmly devoted 


to Cortes, and the inſtrument of their election was 


1519, 


Reſigns his 
commiſſion, 


by the governor of Cuba; and as that had been 


long ſince revoked, the lawfulneſs of his — 
tion might * ell be queſtioned that he ſeemed to 
act. 
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BO O Kact upon a defective, or even a dubious title: 
V. nor could they truſt an army which might diſ- 
pute the powers of its general, at a juncture when 
it ought implicitly to obey its orders; that, moved 
by theſe conſiderations, he now reſigned all his au- 
thority to them, that they, having both right to 
chuſe, and power to confer full juriſdiction, might 
appoint one, in the king's name, to command the 


1519. 


army in its future operations; and as for his oẽ n 


part, ſuch was his zeal for the ſervice in which they 
were engaged, that he would moſt cheerfully take 
up a pike with the ſame hand that laid down the 
general's truncheon, and convince his fellow ſol- 
diers, that though accuſtomed to command, he | 
had not forgotten how to obey. Having finiſhed | 
this diſcourſe, he laid the commiſſion from Velaſ- 
quez upon the table, and, after Kiſſing his trun- 
cheon, delivered it to the chief magiſtrate, and 
JJ e 


and is cho- THE deliberations of the council were not long, 
ſen chief juſ- 
tice and cap- 


lain. general. with his confidents, and had prepared the other 


as Cortes had concerted this important meaſure 


members, with great addreſs, for the part which 
he wiſhed them to take. His reſignation was ac- 
cepted; and as the uninterrupted tenour of their 
proſperity under his conduct afforded the moſt 
ſatisfying evidence of his abilities for command, 
they, by their unanimous ſuffrage, elected him 
chief juſtice of the colony, and captain- general of 
its army, and appointed his commiſſion to be 
made out in the king's name, with moſt ample 
powers, which were to continue in force until the 
royal pleaſure ſhould be farther known. That 
this deed might not be deemed the machination 
If a junto, the council called together the troops, 
and acquainted them with what had been reſolved. 
The ſoldlers, with eager applauſe, ratified thei: 
1 TTT 8 choice . 
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| Choice; the air reſounded with the name of BOOK 
Cortes, and all vowed to ſhed their blood in ſup- V.. j 
port of his authority. CCTV | 


bd 


| | | | r of 
Cors having now brought his intrigues to Ack 2 
the deſired iſſue, and ſhaken off his mortifying oy 
dependance on the governor of Cuba, accepted 2 2 
of the commiſhon, which veſted in him ſupreme NO 
juriſdiction, civil as well as military, over the co- | 
lony, with many profeſſions of reſpect to the 
council, and gratitude to the army. Together 
with his new command, he aſſumed greater dig- 
nity, and began to exerciſe more extenſive powers. 
Formerly he had felt himſelf to be only the de- 
puty of a ſubject; now he acted as the repreſen- N 
tative of his ſovereign. The adherents of Velaſ- —— 
| quez, fully aware of what would be effect of this 4 
change in his ſituation, could no longer continue 
| filent and paſſive ſpectators of his actions. They _ f 
exclaimed openly againſt the proceedings of the — 
, council as illegal, and againſt thoſe of the army it 
e | as mutinous, Cortes, inſtantly perceiving the 
r FF neceſfity of giving a timely check to ſuch ſeditious 
n | diſcourſe by ſome vigorous meaſure, arreſted _ "i 
- | Ordaz, Eſcudero, and Velaſquez de Leon, the hh 
'E ringleaders of this faction, and ſent them priſon- 11 
it | ers aboard the fleet, loaded with chains. Their 
l, | dependants, aſtoniſhed and overawed, remained 
m | quiet; and Cortes, more deſirous to reclaim than 
of do puniſh his priſoners, who were officers of great 
be | merit, courted their friendſhip with ſuch aſſiduity 
and addreſs, that the reconciliation was perfectly 
ne | cordial ; and, on the moſt trying occaſions, neither 
at KF their connection with the governor of Cuba, nor 
ol! FF the memory of the indignity with which they had 
Ds, deen treated, tempted them to ſwerve from an 
inviolable attachment to his intereſt f. In this, as 
C e | —_— 


+ B. Diaz. c. 42, 43. Gomara Cron. c. 30, 31. Herrera, ; 
dec. 2. lib. v. c. 7. Regs 
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BO OK well as his other negociations at this critical con- 
V. juncture, which decided with reſpect to his fu- 

WV ture fame and fortune, Cortes owed much of his 
1519. ſucceſs to the Mexican gold, which he diſtributed 

with a liberal hand both among his friends and 


his opponents, +. 


| Hisfrien  CorTEs, having thus rendered the union be- 
by the Zem- [Ween himſelf and his army indiſſoluble by thoſe 
Poallas. common acts of diſobedience, thought he might 
nc venture to quit the camp in which he had 
| hitherto remained, and advance into the country. 
To this he was enconraged by an event no leſs 
fortunate than ſeaſonable. Some Indians having 
approached his camp in a myſterious manner, 
were introduced into his preſence. He found that | 
they were ſent with a proffer of friendſhip from 
the cazique of Zempoalla, a conſiderable town at | 
no great diſtance; and from their anſwers to a 
variety of queſtions which he put to them, accord- 
ing to his uſual practice in every interview with 
the people of the country, he gathered, that their 
maſter, though ſubject to the Mexican empire, 
was impatient of the yoke, and filled with ſuch 
dread and hatred of Montezuma, that nothing 
could be more acceptable to him than any pro- 
ſpect of deliverance from the oppreſſion under 
Which he groaned. On hearing this, a ray of 
light and hope broke in upon the mind of Cortes. 
Ne ſaw that the great empire which he intended 
to attack was not united, nor its ſovereign be- 
loved. He concluded, that the cauſes of diſaf- 
fection could not be confined to one province, but 
that in other corners there muſt be malcontents, 
fo weary of ſubjection, or ſo deſirous of change, 
as to be ready to follow the ſtandard of any pro- 
rector. Full of thoſe ideas, on which he began 
io form a ſcheme, that time, and more perfect 
„ information 
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information concerning the ſtate of the country, BOOK 


ceſſary to vary the route which he had already fixed 
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enabled him to mature, he gave a moſt gracious = 
reception to the Zempoallans, and promiſed ſoon © 


to viſit their cazique | 4 . Re 


Marches to 
Ix order to perform this promiſe, it was not ne- Zempoall, 


for his march, Some officers, whom he had em- 


ployed to ſurvey the coaſt, having diſcovered a 
village named Quiabiſlan, about orty miles to 
the northward, which, both on account of the fer- 

tility of the ſoil, and commodiouſneſs of the har- 
bour, ſeemed to be a more proper ſtation for a 
ſettlement than that where he was encamped, 
Cortes determined to remove thither. Zempo- 
alla lay in his way, where the cazique received 
him in the manner which he had reaſon to expect; 


with gifts and careſſes, like a man ſolicitous to 


gain his good-will; with reſpect approaching al- 


| ticulars with reſpect to the character of Montezu- 
ma, and the circumſtances which rendered his do- 


told him with tears, haughty, cruel, and ſuſpicious; 


| from them by violence; the former, to be offered 
| as victims to his gods; the latter, to be reſerved 


moſt to adoration, like one who looked up to him 


as a deliverer. From him he learned many par- 


minion odious. He was a tyrant, as the Cazique 


who treated his own ſubjects with arrogance, 
ruined the conquered provinces by exceſſive ex- 
actions, and often tore their ſons and daughters 


as concubines for himſelf or favourites. Cres, 
in reply to him, artfully inſinuated, that one grea 
object of the Spaniards in viſiting a country. ſo re- 
mote from their own, was to redreſs grievances, 
and to relieve the oppreſſed ; and having encou- 
raged him to hope for this interpoſition in due 
time, he continued his march to Wabiſlan. 
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ſoners, treated them with great indignity, and, as B O OK 
their ſuperſtition was no leſs barbarous than that 
of the Mexicans, they threatened to ſacrifice them 1519. 
to their gods. From this laſt danger they were 
delivered by the interpoſition of Cortes, who ma- 
nifeſted the utmoſt horror at the mention of ſuch 
a deed. The two caziques having now been 
F -puſhed to an act of ſuch open rebellion, as left 
them no hope of ſafety but in attaching themſelves 
| inviolably to the Spaniards, they ſoon completed 
their union with them, by formally acknowledg- 
ing themſelves to be vaſlals of the ſame monarch. 
Their example was followed by the Totonaques, 


a fierce people who inhabited the mountainous = i! 
part of the country. They willingly ſubjected 7 | 
| themſelves to the crown of Caſtile, and offered to - 


; accompany Cortes, with all their forces, in his 
march towards Mexico  . 295 


F CorTxs had now been above three months in his mea - 9 
— . . . ſures to pro- i 
s Ne Spain; and though this period had not been crear. | 
I diſtinguiſhed by martial enterpriſes, every moment mationof his _ 
| 1 . | . . authority by | -*þf 
f Þ had been employed in operations, which, though te king FEE | 1 


ts Þ leſs ſplendid, were more important. By his ad- 
d I dreſs in conducting his intrigues with his own 
s, army, as well as his ſagacity in carrying on his 
in negociations with the natives, he had already laid 
1- Þ the foundations of his future ſucceſs. But what- 
ry erer confidence he might place in the plan which | 
je he had formed, he could not but perceive, that as 
to his title to command was derived from a doubtful 
vin authority, he held it by a precarious tenure. The 
eir injuries which Velaſquez had received, were ſuch 
th as would naturally prompt him to apply for re- 

| dreſs to their common ſovereign ; and ſuch a re- 
preſentation might be given of his conduct, that 
be had Treaſon to apprehend, not only that he 
might be degraded from his preſent rank, but ſub- 
| | „ jected 
5B. Diaz. c. 47. Gomata Cron. 35, 36. Herrera, dec. 2. 
1 lib. v. c. 9, 10, 1 Wor | | GK Pe 
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BOOK jetted to puniſhment. Before he began his march, 
it was neceſſary to take the moſt effeCtual pre- 


cautions againſt this impending danger. With 


this view, he perſuaded the magiſtrates of his 
colony to addreſs a letter to the king, containing 


a long account of their own ſervices; a pompous 


deſcription of the country which they had diſco- 


vered ; its riches, the number of its inhabitants, 


their civilization and arts; a view of the progreſs 


which they had already made, in annexing ſeveral 


extenſive provinces of it to the crown of Caſtile, 


and of the ſchemes which they had formed, as 


| well as the hopes which they entertained, of re- 


ducing the whole to ſubjection; and laſt of all, 
they gave a minute detail of the motives which 
had induced them to renounce all connection with 


Velaſquez, to ſettle a colony dependant upon the 


crown alone, and to veſt the ſupreme power, 


civil, as well as military, in the hands of Cortes; 
humbly requeſting their ſovereign to ratify what 


they had done by his royal authority, Cortes himſelf 


wrote in a ſimilar ſtrain; and as he knew that 


the Spaniſh court accuſtomed to the exaggerated re- 
preſentations of every new country by its diſcover- | 
er, would give little credit to their ſplendid accounts 
of New Spain, if they were not accompanied 
with ſuch a ſpecimen of what it contained, as 
would excite an high idea of its opulence, he 


ſolicited his ſoldiers to relinquiſh what they might 
claim as their part of the treaſures which had hi- 


therto been collected, in order that the whole 
might be ſent to the king. Such was the aſcen- 


dant which he had acquired over their minds, 
and ſuch their own romantic expectations of fu- 


ture wealth, that an army of indigent and rapa- 


cious adventurers was eapable of this generous 


effort, and offered to their ſovereign the richeſt 
Preſent that had hitherto been tranſmitted from 
the New World “. 5 


F oettecarreld 


* See NOTE VIII. 


| Portocarrero and Montejo, the chief magiſtrates B O O K 
of the colony, were appointed to carry this pre- V. 


| Cuba in their paſſage thither “. 
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ſent to Caſtile, with expreſs orders not to touch at 1 1 i 


Wik a veſſel was preparing for their depar- cen 
ture, an unexpected event occaſioned a general. 
alarm. Some ſoldiers and failors, ſecretly attach- 
ed to Velaſquez, er intimidated at the proſpect of 
the dangers unavoidable in attempting to penetrate 

into the heart of a great empire with ſuch unequal 
force, formed the deſign of ſeizing one of the bri- 
gantines, and making their eſcape to Cuba, in 
| order to give the governor ſuch intelligence as 
might enable him to intercept the ſhip which was 
to carry the treaſure and diſpatches to Spain. 
This conſpiracy, though formed by perſons of low 
rank, was conducted with profound ſecrecy ; but 
at the moment when every thing was ready for 
execution, they were betrayed by one of their aſ- 
ſoclates. . 1 5 „„ 


| THovcn the good fortune of Cortes interpoſed He deſtroys 

| ſo ſeaſonably on this occaſion, the detection of this 

| conſpiracy filled his mind with moſt diſquieting 

apprehenſions, and prompted him to execute a 

| ſcheme which he had long revolved. He per- 

ceived that the ſpirit of diſaffection ſtill lurked 

among his troops; that though hitherto checked 

| by the uniform ſucceſs of his ſchemes, or kept 

down by the hand of authority, various events 

might occur which would encourage and call it 

forth. He obſerved, that many of his men, weary 

of the fatigue of ſervice, longed to reviſit their ſet- 

tlements in Cuba; and that upon any appearance 

of extraordinary danger, or any reverſe of fortune, 

it would be impoſſible to reſtrain them from re- 

turning thither. He was ſenſible that his forces, 
You, Hl. VV already 


* B. Diaz c. 54. Gomara Cron. c. 40. 
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BOO Mp too feeble, could bear no diminution, and 
that a very ſmall defection of his followers would 


oblige him to abandon the enterpriſe. 


After ru- 


minating, often, and with much ſolicitude, upon 
_ thole particulars, he ſaw no hope of ſucceſs, but 
in cutting off all pothbility of retreat, and reduc- 
ing his men to the neceſſity of adopting the ſame 
reſolution with which he himſelf was animated, 
either to conquer or to periſh, With this view, he 


determined to deſtroy his fleet ; 


but as he durſt 


not venture to execute ſuch a bold reſolution b 
his ſingle authority, he laboured to bring his ſol- 
diers to adopt his ideas with reſpect to the propri- 
ety of this meaſure. His addrets in accompliſhing 
this was not inferior to the arduous occaſion in 
Which it was employed. He perſuaded ſome, 
that the ſhips had ſuffered ſo much by having been 
long at ſea, as to be altogether unfit for ſervice; 
to others he pointed out what a ſeaſonable rein- 
forcement of ſtrength they would derive from the 
junction of an hundred men, now unprofitably 
employed as ſailors; and to all he repreſented the 
neceſſity of fixing their eyes and wiſnes upon what 
was before them, without allowing the idea of a 


retreat once to enter their thoughts. 


With uni 


verſal conſent the ſhips were drawn aſhore, and 
after ſtripping them of their ſails, rigging, iron- 
Works, and whatever elſe might be of uſe, they 


were. broke in pieces. Thus, 


from an effort of 


magnanimity, to which there is nothing paralle 
in hiſtory, five hundred men voluntarily conſent—- 
ed to be ſhut up in a hoſtile country, filled with 
powerful and unknown nations; 
cluded every means of eſcape, left themſelves will- 
out any reſource but their own valour and pet- 


lever ance . 


+ Relat. di Cortes. Ramuſ. ili. 225, 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 14. 
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the ſixteenth of Auguſt, 
| fifteen horſe, and ſix field-pieces. 
his troops, conſiſting chiefly of ſuch as from age 
or infirmity were leſs fit for active ſervice, he left 
as a garriſon in Villa Rica, under the command of | 
| Eſcalante, an officer of merit, and warmly at- 
| tached to his intereſt. The cazique of Zempoalla 
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NoTHiNG now retarded Cortes; the alacrity B OOK 
of his troops and the diſpoſition of his allies were V. 
equally favourable. All the advantages, however, 


derived from the latter, though procured by much 
aſſiduity and addreſs, were well-nigh loſt in a mo- 
ment by an indiſcreet ſally of religious zeal, which, 


on many occaſions, precipitated Cortes! into actions 


inconſiſtent with.the prudence that diſtinguithes 
his character. 


deſtroy the idols in the chief temple of Zempo- 


Though hitherto he had neither 
time nor opportunity to explain to the natives the 
errors of their own ſuperſtition, or to inſtruct them 
in the principles of the Chriſtian faith, he com- 
manded his ſoldiers to overturn the altars and to 


15198 


alla, and in their place to erect a crucifix and an 


image of the Virgin Mary. The people beheld 
this with aſtoniſhment and horror; the 


rieſts 
excited them to arms; 


The reſt of 


| ſupplied him with proviſions, and with two hun- 
| dred of thoſe Indians called Tamemes, whoſe office, 


in a country where tame animals were u nknown, 


was to carry burdens, and perform all ſervile la- 
bour. They were a great relief to the Spanith 
| foldiers, who hitherto had been obli iged, not only 


B. Diaz. c. 41, 42. Herrera, dec, 2. lib. v. c. 314. 


| but ſuch was the autho- 
| rity of Cortes, and fo great the aſcendant which 
the Spaniards had acquired, that the commotion 
| was appeaſed without bloodſhed, and concord per- 
fectly re-eſtabliſhed *. 


Cenrzs began his march from Zempoalla on Advance: 
with five hundred men, ite the 
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BO OKto carry their own baggage, but to drag along 


* 
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the artillery by main force. He offered likewiſe 
a conſiderable body of his troops, but Cortes was 
| ſatisfied with four hundred; taking care, however, 
to chuſe perſons of ſuch note as might prove hoſ- 
tages for the fidelity of their maſter. Nothing 
 memcrable happened in his progreſs, until he ar- 


rived on the confines of Tlaſcala, The inhabi- 


tants of that province, a warlike people, were im- 


placable enemies of the Mexicans, and had been 


united in an ancient alliance with the caziques of 
Zempoalla. Though leſs civilized than the ſub- 


jects of Montezuma, they were advanced in im- 


provement far beyond the rude nations of America, 
whole manners we have deſcribed. They had 
made conſiderable progreſs in agriculture ; they 
dwelt in large towns; they were not ſtrangers to 
| ſome ſpecies of commerce; and in the imperfec 
accounts of their inſtitutions and laws, tranſmitted 
to us by the early Spaniſh writers, we diſcern 
traces both of diſtributive juſtice and of criminal 
juriſdiction, in their interior police. But ſtill, as 
the Ager of their civilization was incomplete, 
and as they depended for ſubſiſtence not on agri- 
culture alone, but truſted for it, in a great meaſure, 
to hunting, they retained many of the qualities 


natural to men in this ſtate. Like them, they 


were fierce and revengeful; like them too, they 
were high-ſpirited and independant. In conſe— 


quence of the former, they were involved in per- 
petual hoſtilities, and had but a ſlender and occa- 
ſional intercourſe with neighbouring ſtates. The 
latter infpired them with ſuch deteſtation of ferv!- 
tude, that they not only refuſed to ſtoop to a fo-if 
reign yoke, and maintained an obſtinate and ſuc- 
ce{sful conteſt in defence of their liberty again 
the ſuperior power of the Mexican empire, bi 
they guarded with equal ſolicitude againſt dome: 
tic tyranny; and diſdaining to acknowledge an 
| 5 matlte 


_  — ̃— x 


riſdiction of a council elected by their ſeveral V. 
tribes. „55 Ee | 


concerning the martial character of this people, the Tlaſca- 


to diſpoſe them to this, four Zempoallans of great 


name and in that of their cazique, that they would 
permit the Spaniards to paſs through the territo- 
ries of Tlaſcala in their way to Mexico. But in- 


without any regard to their public character, made 
Preparations for ſacrificing them to their gods. 


tezuma in his capital, that, notwithſtanding all his 
profeſſions, he courted the friendſhip of a monarch 
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maſter, they lived under the mild and limited ju-BOOK | 


„ Ty 7 | 1519. 10 
Cox rEs, though he had received information y;. 


s war with 


flattered himſelf that his profeſſions of delivering“ 
the oppreſſed from the tyranny of Montezuma, 
their enmity to the Mexicans, and the example of 
their ancient allies the Zempoallans, might induce 
them to grant him a friendly reception. In order 


eminence were ſent ambaſſadors, to requeſt, in his 


ſtead of the favourable anſwer which was expect- 
ed, the Tlaſcalans ſeized the ambaſladors, and, 


At the ſame time, they aflembled their troops, in i} 
order to oppoſe thoſe unknown invaders, if they i 
ſhould attempt to make their paſſage good by 

force of arms. Various motives concurred in pre- 

cipitating the Tlaſcalans into this reſolution. A 0 
fierce people, ſnut up within its own narrow pre- 1 | 
cincts, and little accuſtomed to any intercourſe . = 
with foreigners, is apt to conſider every ſtranger [ 
as an enemy, and is eaſily excited to arms. They L 
concluded, from Cortes's propoſal of viſiting Mon- 


whom they both, hated and feared. The impru— 
dent zeal of Cortes in violating the temples in Zem- 
poalla, filled the Tlaſcalans with horror; and as 
they were no leſs attached to their ſuperſtition than 
the other nations of New Spain, they were impa- | 
tient to avenge their injured gods, and to acquire 5 
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BOOK the merit of offering up to them as victims thoſe 


impious men, who had dared to profane their al- 
tars; the Spaniards, from the ſmallneſs of their 
number, were objects of their contempt ; they 
had not yet meaſured their own ſtrength with theirs, 
and had no idea of the ſuperiority which they de- 
rived from their arms and diſcipline. 


Cokrks, after waiting ſome days, in vain, for 
the return of his ambaſladors, advanced into the 


_ Tlaſcalan territories. As the reſolutions of peo- 


ple who delight in war are executed with no leſs 
promptitude than they are formed, he found troops 


in the field ready to oppoſe him. They attacked 
him with great intrepidity, and in the firſt encoun- 
ter, wounded ſome of the Spaniards, and killed 


two horſes; a loſs, in their ſituation, of great mo- 


ment, becauſe it was irreparable. From this ſpe- 


cimen of the courage of his new enemies, Cortes 


ſaw the neceſſity of proceeding with caution. Ulis 


army marched in cloſe order; he choſe the ſtations 


where he halted with attention, and fortified every 
camp with extraordinary care. During fourteen 


days he was expoſed to almoſt uninterrupted aſ- 


faults; the Tlaicalans advancing with numerous 
armies, and renewing the attack! in various forms, 
with a degree of valour and perſeverance to which 


the Spaniards had ſeen nothing parallel in the New 


a minute detail of particulars, mingling many ex 
aggerated and inciedible circumſtances * with 


World. The Spaniſh hiſtorians deſcribe thoſe 
ſucceſſive battles with great pomp, and enter into 


thoſe u hich are real and marvellous. But no pow- 


er of words can render the recital of a combat ior 


tereſting, where there is no equality of danger 


and when the Narrative clotes with an account of 
thouſand; 


* See NOTE XX. x 
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thouſands lain on the one ſide, while not a 1 BOOK 
perſon falls on the other, the moſt laboured de- V- 


ſcriptions of the previous diſpoſition of the troops, 1 


or of the various viciſſitudes in the engagement, * 


command no attention. 


THERE are ſome circumſtances, however, in Some fingu- 


this war, which are memorable and merit notice, | ce. 


7 ſtances 1 in it. 


as they throw light upon the character both of the 
people of New Spain, and of their conquerors. 


| Though the Tlaſcalans brought into the field ſuch 


vaſt armies as appear ſufficient to have overwhelm- 
ed the Spaniards, they were never able to make 


any impreſſion upon their ſmall battalion. Singu- 


lar as this may ſeem, it is not inexplicable. The 
Tlaſcalans, though addicted to war, were, like all 
unpoliſhed nations, ſtrangers to military order a and 
diſcipline, and loft all the advantage winch they 


might have derived from their numbers, and the 


impetuoſity of their attack, by their conftarit ſoli- 


citude to carry off the dead and wounded. This 


point of honour, founded on a ſentiment of ten- 
derneſs natural to ihe human mind, and ſtrength- 
ened by anxiety to preſerve the bodies of their 
countrymen from being devoured by their ene- 
mies, wes univerſal among tlie people of New 


Spain, Attention to this pious office occupied 
them, even during the heat of combat N Werse 


their union, and diminiſhed the force of the im- 


preſſion which t hey might have made by a joint 
effort. , 55 


Nor only was their ſuperiorit: y in, number o 


little avail, but the imperfection of their military 


weapons rendered their valour in a great meaſure 
inoffenſive. After tu ee batiles. and many ſkir- 


miſhes and aſſaults. not one Spaniard was killed in 


the 


| B, Diaz. c. 6: 
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BOOK the field. Arrows and ſpears, headed with flint 
or the bones of fiſhes, ſtakes hardened in the fire, 


1519, and wooden ſwords, though deſtructive weapons 


the ęſcaupilts, or quilted jackets which the ſoldiers 
wore. The Tlaſcalans advanced boldly to the 


| charge, and often fought hand to hand. Many 
of the Spaniards were wounded „though all ſlightly, | 
which cannot be imputed to any want of courage y 
in their enemies, but to the defect of the arms 


with which they aſſailed them. 


| NoTwiTHSTANDING the fary with which the 
Tlaſcalans attacked the Spaniards, they ſeem to 
have conducted their hoſtilities with ſome degree 
of barbarous generoſity. They gave the Spa- 
niards warning of their hoſtile intentions, and as 
they knew that they wanted proviſions, and ima- 


gined, perhaps, like the other Americans, that they 


Had left their own country becauſe it did: not afford 
them ſubſiſtence, they ſent to their camp a large 
lupply of poultry and maize, deſiring them to eat 


plentifully, becauſe they {corned to attack an ene- 


my enfeebled by hunger, and it would be an af- 


front to their gods to offer them famiſhed victims, 


as well as e ee to themſelves to feed on 


ſuch emaciated prey * 
Wren they were . by the firſt encounter 


with their new enemies, that it was not eaſy to ex- 
_ ecute this threat; when they perceived, in the. 


ſubſequent engagements, that notwithſtanding all 
the efforts of their own valour, of which they had 
a very high opinion, not one of the Spaniards 
was flain or taken, they began to conceive 


* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vi. c. 6. Gomara Cron. c. 47. 


among naked Indians, were eaſily turned aſide by 
the Spaniſh bucklers, and could hardly penetrate | 


them: 55 
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conduct. In conſequence of this, the Tlaſcalans, 


| incline ſeriouſly to peace. 
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whom human power could not avail. In this 


extremity, they had recourſe to their prietts, re- © 


quiring them to reveal the myſterious cauſes of 


new means they ſhould employ in order to re- 


5 pulſe thoſe formidable invaders. The prieſts, af- 
ter many ſacrifices and incantations, delivered 


this reſponſe: That theſe ſtrangers were the oF- 


Os 
them to be a ſuperior order of beings, againſt B OO K 


| V N 
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ſuch extraordinary events, and to declare what 


| | ſpring of the ſun, procreated by his animating 


energy in the regions of the eaſt; that, by day, 


while cheriſhed with the influence of his parental _ 
beams, they were invincible, but by night, when 
his reviving heat was withdrawn, their vigour de- 
clined and faded like the herbs in the field, and 
they dwindled down into mortal men'*®, Thec- 
ries leſs plauſible have gained credit with more 


enlightened nations, and have influenced their - 


with the implicit confidence of men who fancy 


themſelves to be under the guidance of Heaven, 
acted in contradiction to one of their molt efta- 
bliſhed maxims in war, and ventured to attack the 

enemy in the night-time, in hopes of deitroying 


them when enfeebled and ſurpriſed. But Cortes 
had more vigilance and diſcernment than to be 


deceived by the rude ſtratagems of an Indian 
army, The centinels at his outpoſts, obſerving 


ſome extraordinary movement among the Tlaſca- 


lans, gave the alarm. In a moment the troops 


were under arms, and ſallying out, diſperſed the 


party with great ſlaughter, without allowing them 


ac d hb 


to approach the camp. Convinced, by ſad exo. 


rience, that their prieſts had deluded them, and 


ſatisfied that they attempted in vain, either to 
deceive or to vanquiſh their enemies, the frerce- 


neſs of the Tlaſcalans abated, and they began to 


th Tur 
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BOOK TR were at a loſs however, in what man- 
V. ner to addreſs the ſtrangers, what idea to form of 
5525 their character, and whether to conſider them as 
The Tlafca- beings of a gentle or of a malevolent nature. 
os = ed There were circumſtances in their conduct which 
m0 2 ſeemed to favour each opinion. On the one hand, 
as the Spaniards conſtantly diſmiſled the priſoners 
whom they took, not only without injury, but 
often with preſents of European toys, and re- 
newed their offers of peace after every victory ; 
this lenity amazed people accuſtomed to the ex- 
| terminating ſ{\ſtem of war known in America, 
and who facrificed and devoured without mercy 
all the captives taken in battle, and diſpoſed 
them to entertain favourable ſentiments of their 
humanity. But, on the other hand, as Cortes 
| had ſeized fifty of their countrymen who brought 
proviſions to his camp, and ſuppoſing them to 
be ſpies, had cut off their heads“; this bloody 
ſpectacle, added to the terror occaſioned by the 
fire ems and horſes, filled them with dreadful im- 
preſſions of their ſerocity +. Accordingly, this 
uncertainty was apparent in their mode of ad- 
dreſſing the Spaniards. ** If, ſaid they, you are 
divinities of a cruel and ſavage nature, we preſent 
to you five ſlaves, that you may drink their blocd 
and eat their fleſh. If you are mild deities, accept 
an oftering of incenſe and variegated plumes. 5 
you are men, here is meat, bread and fruit, to 
nouriſh you i,” The peace, which both pa tics 
now defired with equal ardour, was ſoon conclud- 
Ccacluded. Ed. The. Tlaſcalans yielded theme Ives as val- 
3 ſals to the crown of Caſtile, and engaged to 
aſſiſt Cortes in al his future operations. "He took | 
the republic under his protection, and promitc 
to defend their perſons and p. deſſions from ing 
ry or violence, 
Tarts 


Cortes Relat, Ramuſ. iii. 228. C. Gomara Cron C. 48 
FJC ˙ Xo Br Dancer @Goma..xoo.< 


— 


47. Rerrera, dec: 2 lip; vi c. 7. 
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were ready to deſpair. 
exertion * Cores authority and addreſs to 
check this ſpirit of deſpondency in its progress, 
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Tuls treaty was concluded at a ſeaſonableBO OK 


juncture for the Spaniards. The fatigue of ſer- 


vice among a ſmall body of men, ſurrounded by = 


ſuch a multitude of enemies, was incredible. 
| Half the army was on duty every night, and even it te the 
they whoſe turn it was to reſt, ſlept always upon 


their arms, that they might be ready to run to 


their poſts on a moment's warning. Many of 
them were wounded, a good number, and among 
theſe Cortes himſelf, laboured under the diſtem- 
per peculiar to the climate, and ſeveral had died 
ſince they ſet out from Vera Cruz. Notwithſtand- 
ing the ſupplies which they received from the 
Tlaſcalans, they were often in want of pro- 
viſions, and ſo deſtitute of the n=ceflaries moſt 
requiſite in dangerous ſervice; that they had 
no falve to dreſs their wounds, but what was 
compoſed with the fat of the Indians whom 
Worn out with ſuch into- 
lerable toil and hardſhips, many of the ſoldiers 
began to murmur, and when they reflected on the 


they had lain © 


multitude and boldneſs of their enemies, more 
It required the utmoſt 


and to reauimate his followers with their wonted 
tenſe of their own ſuperiority over the enemies 


| with whom they had to contend f. The ſubmiſ- 


ſion of the Tlaicalans, and their own triumphant 


entry into the capital city, where they were re- 


celved with the reverence paid to beings A fins 


perior order, baniſhed, at once, from the minds 
of the Spaniards all memory of paſt ſufferings, 


diſpelled every anxious thought With reſpect ? to 
their future operations, and fully ſatisfied. them 


that there was not now any Po er in America 


able to witliſtand their arms . 
e Cox TES 


1 b Dias. 2.62. 56. + Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 229. B. Diaz. 
c. 69. Gomara Cron. c. 51 
. 1 Diaz. e. v2. 
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BOOK Corrxs remained twenty days in Tlaſcala, 
V. in order to allow his troops a ſhort interval of re- 


1519. Pole after ſuch a hard ſervice. During that time, 


- Cortesfolici- he Was employed in tranſactions and inquiries of 
"oy OO p_ moment with reſpect to his future ſchemes. 


n his daily conferences with the Tlaſcalan chiefs, 
he received information concerning every particu- 
lar relative to the ſtate of the Mexican empire, 
or to the qualities of its ſovereign, which could 
be of uſe in regulating his conduct, whether he 
ſhould be obliged to act as a friend or as an 


enemy. As he found that the antipathy of his new | 


allies to the Mexican nation was no leſs impla- 
cable than had been repreſented, and perceived 
what benefit he might derive from the aid of ſuch 
powerful confederates, he employed all his 
powers of inſinuation in order to gain their con- 
fidence. Nor was any extraordinary exertion of 
theſe neceſſary. The Tlaſcalans, with the levity 
of mind natural to unpoliſhed men, were, of their 
own accord, diſpoſed to run from the extreme 
of hatred to that of fondneſs. Every thing in 
the appearance and conduct of their gueſts, was 
to them matter of wonder“. They gazed at 
whatever the Spaniards did with admiration, and 
fancying them to be of heavenly origin, were 
eager not only to comply with their demands, 
but to anticipate their wiſhes. They offered, ac- 
cordingly, to accompany Cortes in his march to 
Mexico, with all the forces of the republic, under 
he command of their moſt Experienced captains 


"which be By r, alter beſtow ing ſo much pains on ce— 
0 1 menting this union, all the bencficial fruits of 1! 
La 26:1, Were on the point of being loſt, by a new el 

fuſion of that intemperate zcal with which 
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Cortes was animated, no leſs than the other adven- BO OK 


turers of the age. They all confidered themſelves 

as inſtruments employed by Heaven to propagate *© 
the Chriſtian faith ; and the leſs they were quali- 
fied either by their knowledge or morals for ſuch 
a function, they were more eager to diſcharge it. 


The profound veneration of the Tlaſcalans for the 
| Spaniards, having encouraged Cortes to explain to 


ſome of their chiefs the doctrines of the Chriſtian 
religion, and to inſiſt that they ſhould abandon 

their own ſuperſtitions, and embrace the faith of 
their new friends, they, according to an idea uni- 


verſal among barbarous nations, readily acknow- 


ledged the truth and excellence of what he taught, 
but contended, that the Tevles of Tlaſcala were 
 divinities no leſs than the God in whom the Spa- 


niards believed; and as that being was iniitled to 


CHW wie 


CD |_ fas — — 
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their homage, ſo they were bound to revere the 
ſame powers which their anceſtors had worſhipped. 
Cortes continued, nevertheleſs, to urge his de- 
mand in a tone of authority, mingling threats 
with his arguments, until the Tlaſcalans could 
bear it no longer, and conjured him never to men- 
tion this again, leſt the gods ſhould avenge on 
their heads the guilt of having liſtened to ſuch a 
propoſition. Cortes, aſtoniſned and enraged at 
their obſtinacy, prepared to execute by force What 
he could not accompliſh by perſuaſion, and was 
going to overturn their altars, and caſt down their 
idols with the ſame violent hands as at Zempoalla, 
if father Bartholomew de Olmedo, chaplain to the 
expedition, had not checked his inconſiderate in- 
petuoſity. He repreſented the imprudence of ſach 
an attempt in a large city newly reconciled, and 
filled with people no leſs ſuperſtitious than war- 
like; he declared that the proceedings at Zempo- 
alla had always appeared to him precipitate and 
unjuſt; that religion was not to be propagated 
by the ſword, or infidels to be converted by vio- 
| lence; 
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BOOK lence ; that other weapons were to be employed 


Ns 


"VIP 


Advances to 
| Cholula. UL 


* 13. 


don error and embrace the truth *. 
ſcenes, where a narrow- minded bigotry appears 
in ſuch cloſe union with oppreſſion and cruelty, 
ſentiments ſo liberal and humane, ſooth the mind 
with unexpected pleaſure; 
the rights of conſcience were little underſtood in 
the Chriſtian world, and the idea of toleration 
unknown, one 1s aſtoniſhed to find a Spaniſh monk 
of the ſixteenth. century among the firſt advocates 


tion as unavoidable 
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in this miniſtry, patient inſtruction mult enlighten 


the underſtanding, and pious example captivate 
the heart, before men could be induced to aban- 


and at a time, when 


againſt perſecution, and in behalf of religious li- 
berty. The remonſtrances of an eccleſiaſtic no 


lets reſpectable for wiſdom than virtue, had their 
Proper weight with Cortes. 
calans in the undiſturbed exerciſe of their own 
Tites, requiring only that they ſhould deſiſt from 
their horrid practice of offering human victims 
in ſacrifice. 


Hie left the Tlaſ⸗ 


Cok T Es, as ; ſoon as his troops were fi for ſer- 
vice, e to continue his march towards 


Mexico, notwithſtanding the earneſt diſſuaſives 


of the Tlaſcalans, who repreſented his deſtruc- 


il he 


er of a prince fo faithleſs and cruel as Montezuma. 


As he was accompanied by fix thouſand Tlaſca- 
lans, he had now the command of forces which 
reſembled a regular army. 


They directed their 
courſe towards Cholula ; Montezuma, who had 
at length conſented to admit the Spaniards | Into 
his preſence, having informed Cortes, that he 
had given orders for his friendly reception there. 
Cholula was a conſiderable town, and though 
only five leagues diſtant from Tlaſcala, was 
formerly an independent ſtate, but had been 


* P. Diaz. c. 77. p. 54. Cc. 83. p. 61. 


Amidſt. 


put lumſclt in the pow-. 


lately 
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lately ſubjected to the Mexican empire. This BOOK 
was conſidered by all the people of New _ 
Spain as a holy, place, the ſanctuary and chief e 
ſeat of their gods, to which pilgrims reſorted from N 
every province, and a greater number of human 
victims were offered in its principal temple than - We 
even in that of Mexico x. Montezuma ſeems to 4 
have invited the Spaniards thither, either from ki 
ſome {ſuperſtitious hope that the gods would not 5 
ſuffer this ſacred manſion to be defiled, without = 
pouring down their wrath upon thoſe impious 4 
ſtrangers, who ventured to inſult their power in Þ 
the place of its peculiar reſidence, or from a be- 4 
lief that he himſelf might there attempt to cut 10 
them oft with more certain ſucceſs, under the im- N 4 
mediate Protection of his divinities, 


CoRr Es had been warned by the II aſca lans, The | fe . i | 
before he ſet out on his march, to keep a w ok e 


ful eye over the Cholulans. He himſelf, though there 
received into the town with much ſeeming reſpect 
and cordiality, obſerved ſeveral circumſtances i in 
teir conduct which excited ſuſpicion. "Two of 

| the Tlaſcalans, who were encamped at ſome diſ- 

s | tance from the town, as the Cholulans refuſed to 

I admit their ancient enemies within its precincts, | We 
having found means to enter in diſguiſe, acquainted | « ii 
\ 1 Cortes, that they obſerved the women and children I 
„of the principal citizens retiring in great hurry every 
+ night; and that fix children had been ſacrificed in 


ir the chief temple, a rite which indicated the exe- 

ig cution of ſome warlike enterpriſe to be approach- 

o ing. At the ſame time, Marina the interpreter 

re received information from an Indian woman of | 
re. diſtinction, whoſe confidence Ng had gained, that 
oh | the deſtruction of her friends was concerted; that | 
Vas | 2 | a body 5 
. . 1 
ly i Torquemada Monar. Ind. i. 281, 282. ti 201. 8 | 1 


| 'F 
Cron, c. 61. Herrera, dec. 4 lib. vu. c. 2: 2 | i 
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a body of Mexican troops lay concealed near the 
town; that ſome of the ſtreets were barricaded, 


and in others pits or deep trenches were dug, and 
Nightly covered over, as traps into which the horſe | 
might fall; that ſtones and miſhve weapons were 
collected on the tops of the temples, with which 
to overwhelm the infantry ; that the fatal hour 
was now at hand, and their ruin unavoidable, | t 
Cortes, alarmed at this concurring evidence, ſe- c 
cretly arreſted three of the chief prieſts, and ex- 
torted from them a confeſſion that confirmed the : 
intelligence which he had received. As not a mo- 1 
ment was to be loſt, he inſtantly reſolved to pre- I 


vent his enemies, and to inflict on them ſuch 
dreadful vengeance as might ftrike Montezuma | 
and his ſubjects with terror. For this purpoſe, Þ wa 


the Spaniards and Zempoallans were drawn up in I dif 


a large court, which had been allotted for their Þ he 


quarters near the centre of the town; the Tlaſca- Þþ pox 


lans had orders to advance; the magiſtrates, and unc 


ed with bloodſhed and death. The temples, 
which afforded a retreat to the prieſts and ſome of 


the Spaniards preſſed them in front, the Tlaſcalans 


riſhed in the flames. This ſcene of horror con- 


the Spaniards, or the implacable revenge of their 


then rcleaſed the magiſtrates, and reproaching them 


ſeveral of the chief citizens, were ſent for under Þ ver 
various pretexts, and ſeized. On a ſignal given, II 
the troops ruſhed out, and feil upon the multitude, 
deſtitute of leaders, and ſo much aſtoniſhed, that 
the weapons dropped from their hands, and they 
ſtood motionleſs, and incapable of defence. While 


attacked them in the rear. The ſtreets were fill- 


the leading men, were ſet on fire, and they pe- 


tinued two days; during which, the wretched in- 
habitants ſuffered all that the deſtruQtive rage of 


Indian allies, could inflict. At length the carnage 
ceaſed, after the ſlaughter of ſix thouſand Cholu- 
lans, without the loſs of a ſingle Spaniard, Cortes | 


F _ bitterly 
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| that as juſtice was now appeaſed, he forgave the 


| offence, but required them to recall the citizens 


| who had fled, and re-eſtabliſh order in the town. 


such was the aſcendant which the Spaniards had 
acquired over this ſuperſtitious race of men, and 


ſo deeply were they impreſſed with an opinion of 
their ſuperior diſcerriment, as well as power, that, 
in obedience to this command, the city was in a 
few days filled again with people, who, amidſt 
the ruins of their ſacred buildings, yielded re- 


. ſpectful ſervice to men whoſe hands were ftained 
With the blood of their relations and fellow-citi- 
ens. 1 3 e 


. 
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Fo Cholula, Cortes advanced directly to- 08. 29. 
wards Mexico, which was only twenty leagues dee 


towards 


under which it groaned ; and the caziques or go- 


| vernors, with the unreſerved confidence repoſed 
in ſuperior beings, communicated to him all the 
grievances which they felt under the tyrannical 
government of Montezuma. When Cortes firſt 
obſerved the feeds of diſcontent in the remote pro- 
Ivinces of the empire, a ray of hope broke in upon 


his mind; but when he ditcovered ſuch ſymptoms 
of alienation from their monarch near the feat of 
government, he concluded that the vital parts of 
the conſtitution were affected, and conceived the 
molt ſanguine expectations of overturning a ſtate 
Whole natural ſtrength was thus divided and im- 
red. While thoſe reflections encouraged the 
general to perſiſt in his arduous undertaking, the 
bicters were no leſs animated by obſervations 


Vo. II. S - more 


Cortes Relat. Ramuf. iii. 231: B. Diaz. c. 83. Go- 
ja Cron. c. 64. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 1, 2. See 


OTE XI. 


diſtant. In every place through which he paſſed, Mexico. 
he was received as a perſon poſſeſſed of ſufficient 
| power to deliver the empire from the oppreſſion 


30 
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BO OK more obvious to their capacity. In deſcending 


1519. 


Firſt view 
ot it. 


from the mountains of Chalco, acroſs which the 
road lay, the vaſt Plain of Mexico opened gra- 
, dually to their view. When they firſt beheld 
this proſpect, one of the moſt ſtriking and beau- 


tiful on the face of the earth; when they ob- 


ſerved fertile and cultivated fields, ſtretching 


| farther than the eye could reach; when they ſaw 


a lake reſembling the ſea in extent, encompaſſed 
with large towns, and diſcovered the capital city 
riſing upon an iſland in the middle, adorned with 


its temples and turrets ; the ſcene ſo far exceeded 


their imagination, that ſome believed the fanciful 
deſcriptions of romance were realized, and that 
its enchanted palaces and gilded domes were pre- 
ſented to their fight; others could hardly perfuade 
themſelves that this wonderful ſpectacle was any 
thing more than a dream *. As they advanced, 


their doubts were removed, but their am emen I 


increaſed. They were now fully fatisfied that 


the country was rich beyond any conception which Þ 
they had formed of it, and flattered themſelves, that] 
at length they ſhould obtain an ample recompenc: | 


for all their ervices and ſufferings. 


The irt eſo- No enemy had yet appeared to oppoſe their 


jution of 


Montezuma» progreſs, though ſeveral circumſtances occurred 
which led. them to ſuſpect that ſome deſign wa 
formed to ſurpriſe and cut them off. Many meſ· 


ſengers arrived ſucceſſively from Montezuma, 


permitting them one day to advance, requiring 
them on the next to letire, as his hopes or {ear 
alternately pievailed ; and ſo wonderful was thi : 
infatuation, which ſeems to be unaccountable o d 
any ſuppolition but that of a ſuperſtitious dread oF 


the Spaniaras, as being of a ſuperior nature, tha t. 


Cortes was? almoſt at the gates of the capital, be 
fore the monarch had determined whether to fe 
ceive him as a friend, or to oppoſe him as d 
enem'} 


= gee NOTE NI. 
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enemy. But as no ſign of open hoſtility appear- B as K 


ed, the Spaniards, without regarding the fluctua- 


tions of Montezuma's ſentiments, continued their 
march along the cauſeway which led to Mexico 


5 through the lake, with great circumſpection and 
the ſtricteſt diſcipline, though without ſeeming to 


ſuſpect the prince whom they were about to viſit. 


| Wren they drew near the city, about a thou- His &r& in- 
ſand perſons, who appeared to be of diſtinction, {Frview with 
1 | - e Spani- 
came forth to meet them, adorned with plumes, ard. 


and clad in mantles of fine cotton. Each of theſe, 


in his order, paſſed by Cortes, and ſaluted him 
according to the mode deemed moſt reſpectful 
and ſubmiſſive in their country. They announced 


the approach of Montezuma himſelf, and ſoon af- 


ter his harbingers came in ſight. There appeared 
firſt two hundred perſons in an uniform dreſs, 
with large plumes of feathers, alike in fathion, 
marching two and two, in deep ſilence, barefooted 
| with their eyes fixed on the ground. Theſe were 
| followed by a company of higher rank, in their 
moſt ſhowy /apparel, in the midſt of whom was 
Montezuma, in a chair or litter richly ornamented 
with gold, and feathers of various colours. Four 


of his principal favourites carried him on their 


ſhoulders, others ſupported a canopy of curious 
| workmanſhip over his head. Before him marched 
| three officers with rods of gold in their hands, 


which they lifted up on high at certain intervals, 


and at that ſignal all the people bowed their 
| heads, and hid their faces, as unworthy to look on 
o great a monarch. When he drew near, Cortes 
| diſmounted, advancing towards him with officious 
haſte, and in a reſpectful poſture. At the fame 
time Montezuma alighted from his chair, and lean- 
ing on the arms of two of his near relations, ap- 
proached with a flow and ſtately pace, his atten- 
dants covering the ſtreet with cotton cloths, 


1 Os that 
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that he might not touch the ground, Cortes ac- 
coſted him with profound reverence, after the 
European faſhion. He returned the ſalutation, 


according to the mode of his country, by touching 
the earth with bis hand, and then kiſſing it. This 
ceremony, the cuſtomary expreſſion of reverence 


from inferiors towards thole who were above 


them in rank, appeared ſuch amazing condeſcen- 
ſion in a proud monarch, who ſcarcely deigned to 
conſider the reſt of mankind as of the ſame ſpe- 


cies with himſelf, that all his ſubjects firmly be- 
lieved thoſe perſons, before whom he humbled 
himſelf in this manner, to be ſomething more than 


human. Accordingly, as they marched through 


the crowd, the Spaniards frequently, and with 


much ſatisfaction, heard themſelves denominated 
_ Teules, or divinities. Nothing material paſſed in 
this firſt interview. Montezuma conducted Cortes 
to the quarters which he had prepared for his re- 


ception, and immediately took leave of him, with 


after your ſatigue, and be happy untilI return? 


The place allotted to the Spaniards for their lodg- 
ing was a houſe built by the father of Monte- i 


z2uma. It was ſurreunded by a ſtone-wall, with 
towers at proper diſtances, which ſerved for de- 


fence as well as for ornament, and its apartments 


and courts were jo large as to accommodate both 


the Spaniards and their indian allies. The tut 


care of Cortes was to lake precautions for his ſecu- 


rity, by planting the artillery ſo as to command 
the different avenues which led to it, by appoint!ng 


a large diviſion of his troops to be always on 


guard, and by poſting centinels at proper ſtations, 
with injunctions to obſerve the ſame vigilant di 


cipline as if they were within fight of an enemy“ 
camp. ; - 

— i i 3 
Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 232-235. B. Diaz. c. 83—88. 
Gomara Cron. c. 64, 65. Herroca, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 3, 4, 5, 


a politeneſs not unworthy of a court more re- 
fined. You are now,” ſays he, with your 
brothers, in your own houſe ; refreſh yourſelves 


*; 9.4.0 
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In the evening Montezuma returned to viſit his BO O K 


gueſts with the ſame pomp as in their firſt inter-. 


view, and brought preſents of ſuch value, not only > 
to Cortes and to his officers, but even to the private His de of 
the Spani- 


men, as proved the liberality of the monarch to 
be ſuitable to the opulence of his kingdom. A 


long conference enſued, in which Cortes learned 


what was the opinion of Montezuma with re- 
ſpect to the Spaniards, It was an eſtabliſhed tra- 


ards. 


dition, he told him, among the Mexicans, that 


their anceſtors came originally from a remote re- 
gion, and conquered the provinces now ſubject to 


his dominion; that after they were ſettled there, 


the great captain who conducted this colony re- 
turned to his own country, promiling, that at 
ſome future period his deſcendants ſhould viſit 


them, aſſume the government, and reform their con- 


that they were the very perſons whoſe appearance 
their tradition and prophecies taught them to ex- 


| fiitntionand laws; that, from what he had heard and 
ſeen of Cortes and his followers, he was convinced 


1 pect; that accordingly he had received them, not as 


ſtrangers, but as relations ↄf the ſame blood and 


parentage, and deſired that they might conſider 


themſelves as maſters in his dominions ; for both 
himſelf and his ſubjects ſhoul4 be ready to com- 
ply with their will, and even to prevent their 
wiſhes, Cortes made a reply in his uſual ſtile 
with reſpeC to the dignity and power of his ſo- 


vereign, and his intention in ſending him into that 


country; artfully endeavouring ſo to frame his 
diſcourſe, that it might coincide as much as poſſi- 
ble with the idea which Montezuma had formed 


concerning the origin of the Spaniards Next 
morning, Cortes and ſome of his principal atten- 
dants were admitted to a public audience of the 
emperor. The three ſubſequent days were em- 
| ployed in viewing the city; the appearance of 
| ich, fo far ſuperior in the order EM buildings 


apd 


* 


5 — 
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the Spaniards had beheld in America, and yet ſo 
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little reſembling the ſtructure of an European 


city, filled them with furpriſe and admiration. 


Mx xIco, 7 enuchlitlan, as it was anciently called 
by the natives, is ſituated in a large plain, envi- 
roned by mountains of ſuch height, that though 


within the torrid zone, the temperature of its cli- 


mate is mild and healthful. All the moiſture 
which deſcends from the high grounds is collected 
in ſeveral lakes, the two largeſt of which, of 
about ninety miles in circuit, communicate with 
each other. The waters of the one are freſh, 
thoſe of the others brackiſh. On the banks of the 
latter and on ſome ſmall illands adjoining to them, 


the capital of Montezuma's empire was built. 


The acceſs to the city was by artificial cauſeways 


Or ſtreets, formed of ſtones and earth, about thir- 


ty feet in breadih. As the waters of the lake | 


during the rainy ſeaſon, overflowed the flat coun- 


try, theſe cauſeways were of conſiderable length. 


That of Tacuba on the weſt a mile and a half,; 
that of Tezeuco on the northweſt three miles ; 


that of Cuoyacan towards the ſouth fix miles. 
On the eaſt there was no cauſeway, and the City 
could be approached only by canoes *. In each 


of thele cateways were openings, at proper in- 
tervals, through which the waters flowed ; and 


| over theſe beams of timber were laid, which, be- 
ing covered with earth, the cauſeway or ſtreet had 
_ every where an uniform appearance. As the ap- 
proaches to the city were ſingular, its conſtruc- 
tion was remarkable. Not only the temple of 
their gods, but the houſes belonging to the mo- 


narch, and to perſons of diſtinction were, of ſuch 
dimenſions, that, in compariſon with any other 
buildings which had been diſcovered in America, 


they might be termed magnificent. The hate i 


* F. Torribio MS. 
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But they were all plac- 
ed in a regular manner, on the banks of the canals 


which paſſed through the city, in ſome of its di- 


ſtricts, or on the ſides of the ſtreets Which inter- 


In ſeveral places were 


55 
tions of the common people were mean, reſembling B O O K 
the huts of other Indians. . 
— 
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large openings or ſquares, one of which, allotted 
for the great market, is ſaid to have been ſo ſpa- 
cious, that forty or fifty thouſand perſons carried 


on traffic there. 
World, and the nobleſt monument of the induſtry 


and art of man, while unacquainted with the uſe 

of iron, and deſtitute of aid from any domeſtic 
| animal, the Spaniards, who are moſt moderate in 
their computations, reckon that there were at leaſt 


Ixty thouſand inhabitants “. 


Bur how much ſoever the novelty of thoſe TS, Their 7 
jects might amuſe or aſtoniſh the Spaniards, they ation. 7 
felt the utmoſt ſolicitude with reſpect to their own 
From a concurrence of circumſtances 
no leſs unexpected than favourable to their pro- 
greſs, they had been allowed to penetrate into the 

heart of a powerful kingdom, and were now lodg- 
ed in its capital, without having once met with 
open oppoſition from its monarch. The Tlaſca- 
lans, however, had earneftly diſſuaded them from 

placing ſuch confidence in Montezuma as to enter 


a city of tuch a peculiar ſituation as Mexico, where 


In this city, the pride of the New 


that prince would have them at mercy, ut up as 


eſcape. They aſfured him that the Mexican prieſts 


had, in the name of the gods, counſelled their ſo- 
| vereign to admit the Spaniards into the Ws that 
he 


Cortes Relat. Ram. iii. 2 39 D. Relat. della gran cit de 
Mexico, par un Gentelhuomo del Corteſe. Ram ibid. 304. E. 
Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. ! 4, Kc, 


it were in a ſnare, from which it was impoſſible to 
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fect ſecurity *. They now perceived, too plainly, 
| _ that the apprehenſions of their allies were not de- 
[ 5190. ſtitute of foundation; that, by breaking the bridges 
1 placed at certain intervals on the cauſeways, or by 


=. deſtroying part of the cauſeways themſelves, their 


| retreat would be rendered impracticable, and they 
8 mult remain cooped up in the centre of a hoſtile 
city, ſurrounded by multitudes ſufficient to over- 
whelm them, and without a poſſibility of receiving 
; aid from their alies. Montezuma had, indeed, 
f : received them with diſtinguiſhed reſpect. But 


ought they to reckon upon this as real, or to conſi- | 


| 
| 
| der it as ſeigned? Even if it were ſincere, could 
| they promiſe on its continuance Their ſafety de- 


order flowing from his caprice, or a word uttered 


| concerning their fate f. 


Solichude THESE reflections, o obvious as to occur to the 


and per plex- 


ol Cortes, meaneſt ſoldier, did not eicape the vigilant ſagacity 


of their general. Before he ſet out from Cholula, 
Cortes had received advice from Villa Rica , that 


Qualpopoca, one of the Mexican generals on the 
krontiers, having aſſembled an army in order to at- 


tack ſome of the people whom the Spaniards had 


encouraged to throw off the Mexican yoke, Eſca- 
lante had marched out with part of the garriſon to 
ſupport his allies; that an engagement had enſued, 
in which, though the Spaniards were victorious, 


Eſcalante, with ſeven of his men, had been mor- 


tally wounded, his horſe killed, and one Spaniard 
had been ſurrounded by the enemy and taken allt + 
that the head of t] tl iis unfortunate eie after be- 

ing 


FB. Diaz. c. 85, 86. f lbid. c. 94; . Cortes Relat 
Nam il. 235. C: | 


BO OKhe might cut them off there at one blow with per- 


pended upon the will of a monarch in whole at- 
tachment they had no reaſon to confide and an 


=: by him in paſſion, might decide irrevocabl) 


* 


not immortal, had been ſent to Mexico * 
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to convince the people that their invaders were 


Cortes, 
though alarmed with this intelligence, as an indi- 


cation of Montezuma's hoſtile intentions, had con- 


| tinued his march. But as ſoon as he entered 


» 


Mexico, he became/ſenſible, that, from an exceſs 


of confidence in the ſuperior valour and diſcipline 


of his troops, as well as from the diſadvantage of 


having nothing to guide him in an unknown 


country, but the defective intelligence which he 8 
received from people with whom his mode of com- 


munication was very imperfect, he had puſhed 
forward into a fituation, where it was difficult to 


continue, and from which it was dangerous to re- 


tire. Dilgrace, and perhaps ruin, was the certain 


conſequence of attempting the latter. 


the high opinion which the people of New Spain 
had formed with reſpect to the irreſiſtible Power 
of his arms. Upon the firſt ſymptom of timidity 
on his part, their veneration would ceaſe, and Mon- 
tezuma, whom fear alone reſtrained at preſent, 


would et looſe upon him the whole force of his 
empire. 
| countenance of his own ſovereign was to be ob- 
| tained only by a ſeries of victories, and that no- 
| ting but the merit of extraordinary ſuccels could 
ſcreen his conduct from the cenſure of irregularity. 

From all theſe conſiderations, it 


At the ſame time, he knew that the 


Vas neceſſary ito 
maintain his ſtation, and to ext:icate himſelf out 


of the difficulties in which one bold ſtep had in- 
volved him, by venturing upon another ſtill bold- 
er. The fituation was trying, but his mind was 
equal to it; 
deep at ention, he fixed upon a plan no 


and after revolving the matter with 
els eXtra- 
He determined to ſeize 


ordinary than daring, 
e Montezuma 


1 * 5 
„ B. Diaz, 07:04: 


Herrera, dec. 2 lib. yul. c. 1. 


The ſuc- 
ceſs of his enterpriſe depended upon ſupporting 


57 
ing carried in triumph to different cities, in order BO OK 


V. 


| 1519. 


zuma. 
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BO OK Montezuma in his palace, and to carry him as a 
priſoner to the Spaniſh quarters. From the ſuper- 
—.— ſtitious veneration of the Mexicans for the perſon 
[RR 
| Refolves to Of their monarch, as well as their implicit ſubmiſ- 
feizeMonte- ſion to his will, he hoped, by having Montzeuma 


in his power, to acquire the ſupreme direction of 
their affairs; or at leaſt, with ſuch a ſacred pledge 

in his hands, he made no doubt of being ecure 
5 from any effort of their violence. 


His manner Th1s he immediately propoſed to his officers, 
e executing Te timid ſtartled at a meaſure ſo audacious, and 


this, 


_ raiſed objections. The more intelligent and reſo- 
lute, conſcious that it was the only reſource in 
which there appeared any proſpect of ſafety, 
warmly approved of it, and brought over their 
companions ſo cordially to the ſame opinion, that 

it was agreed inſtantly to make the attempt. A 
his uſual hour of viſiting Montezuma, Cortes went 
to the palace, accompanied by Alvarado, Saudo: 


val, Lugo, Velaſquez de Leon, and Davila, e 


of his principal officers, and as many truſty {ol- 
diers. Thirty choſen men followed, not in regu 


lar order, but fauntering at ſome di ſtance, as i 
they had no object but curioſity ; {mall partic | 
were poſted at proper intervals, in all the ſtrees 


leading from the Spaniſh quarters to the court; 


and the remainder of his troops, with the TlaſcalaÞ 
allies, were under arms, ready to ſally out on the 


Arft alarm. Cortes and his attendants were ad- 


mitted without {ſuſpicion ; the Mexicans retiring 
as uſual, out of reſpect. He addreſſed the monat 
in a tone very different from that which he jad 


employed in former conferences, reproaching him 


bitterly as the author of the violent allault mac 


upon the Spaniards by one of his officers, and & 


manded public reparation for the loſs which h. L 
had ſuſtained by the death of ſome of his cam 


| Panion: 
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panions, as well as for the inſult offered to the great BOOK 


prince whoſe ſervants they were. Montezuma, 


confounded at this unexpected accuſation, and WW 
changing colour either from the conſciouſneſs of 


guilt, or from feeling the indignity with which he 


was treated, aſſerted his own innocence with great 


earneſtneſs, and, as d proof it, gave orders inſtantly 
do bring Qualpopoca and his accomplices priſoners 
to Mexico. Cortes replied, with ſeeming complai- 


thing more was requiſite to ſatisfy his followers, 


"| did not harbour hoſtile intentions againſt them, 
| unleſs, as an evidence of his confidence and attach-_ 
TY ment, he removed from his own palace, and took 

*| up his reſidence in the Spaniſh quarters, where he 

A | ſhould be ſerved and honoured as became a great 
a monarch. The firſt mention of ſo ſtrange a pro- 
1 poſal bereaved Montezuma of ſpeech, and almoſt 
ws of motion. At length, indignation gave him ut- 
0 Þ terance, and he haughtily anſwered, © That per- 

>" ſons of his rank were not accuſtomed voluntarily 
b give up themſelves as priſoners, and were he 
mean enough to do fo, his fubjects would not Per. 
ces mit ſuch an affront to be offered to their ſovereign.' 

a Cortes, unwilling to employ force, endeavoured 
2. 1 alternately to ſoothe and intimidate him. The 
above three hours, Velaſquez de Leon, an impe- 
eng tuous and gallant young man, exclaimed with im- 
ih | patience, ** Why waſte more time in vain ? Let 


us either ſeize him inſtantly, or ſtab him to the 

| heart,” The threatening voice and fierce geſtures 
with which theſe words were uttered, truck Mon- 

Jeezuma. The Spaniards, he was ſenſible, had 
now proceeded ſo far, as left him no hope that they 


would recede, His own danger was imminent, 
the 


ſeance, that a declaration ſo reſpeQable left no 
doubt remaining in his own mind, but that ſome- 


who would never be convinced that Montezuma 


altercation became warm; and having continued 


: IP 
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He ſaw both, and 

— himſelf to his fate, complied with their 
requeſt. 1 


Lane Hus officers were called. He 8 


unavoidabie. 


to them his reſolution. Though aſtoniſhed and 
affficted, they preſumed not to queſtion the will of 
FED maſter, but carried him in ſilent pomp, all 
bathed in tears, to the Spaniſh quarters. When it 


was known that the ſtrangers were conveying 
away the emperor, the people broke out into the 
v ildeſt tranſports of grief and rage, threatening 
the Spamards with immediate deſtruction, as the 


aging” wen juſtly due to their impious audacity 
t as ſoon as Montezuma appeared with a ſeem- 
1 gaiety of countenance, and waved his hand, 
the tumult was huſhed ; and upon his declaring 1 i 


to be of bis own choice that he went to reſide for 

ſome time among his new friends, the multitude, 

taught to revere every imitation of their ge 8 
Pleafure, quietly diſperſed *. 


_ Tavs was a powerful prince ſeized by a 0 | 
ſtramgers, in the midſt of his capital, at noon-day, 


and carried off as a priſoner without oppoſition or 
bloodſhed. Hiltory contains nothing parallel to 
this event, cither with reſpect to the temerity of the 
attempt, or the ſucceſs of the execution; and were 
not all the circumſtances of this extraordinary 
tramſaction authenticated by the moſt unqueſtion- 


able evidence, they would appear fo wild and ex 


Travazant, as to go far beyond the bounds of that 
* eriſimilitude which muſt be preſerved even in 


fie titious Narrations. 


MonTEZUM 


* Þ Tay. © 92 Gomara Cron: c. 83. Cortes Reta: 
am. In. 2 36. Elexrera, dec. = lib Vit. C. 23:3 3 
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MoNTEZZ UMA Was received in the Spaniſn B O O K 


quarters with all the ceremonious reſpect which 
Cortes had promiſed. He was attended by his 
own domeſtics, and ſerved with his uſual ſtate. 

His principal officers had free acceſs to him, and he 
| carried on all the functions of government as if he 
had been at perfect liberty. The Spaniards, how- 
| ever, watched him with all the ſcrupulous vigilance 
natural in guarding ſuch an important prize *, en- 
deavouring, at the {ame time, to ſooth and re- 


67 


V. 


1519. 


Received | 
with appa- 
rent reſpect. 


concile him to his ſituation, by every external de- 
monſtration of regard and attachment. But from 


captive princes the hour of humiliation and ſuffer- 
Subje cted to 


„ indig- | 


ing is never far diſtant. Qualpopoca, his fon, 
. and five of the principal officers who ſerved un- 
der him, were brought priſoners to the capital, in 


conſequence of the orders which Montezuma had 


iſſued, The emperor gave them up to Cortes, 
that he might inquire into the nature of their 
crime, and determine their puniſhment. They 


nitles. 


Dec. 4. 


were formally tried by a Spaniſh court- martial; and 
though they had acted no other part than what 


became loyal ſubjects and brave men, in obeying 


the orders of their lawful tovereign, and in o oppoſ- 


ing the invaders of their country, they were con- 


demned to be burnt alive. The execution of ſuch 
atrocious deeds is ſeldom long fuſpe nded, . 


| unhappy victims were inſtantly led forth. The 
pile on which they were laid, was compoſed of 


| the weapons collected in the roy al magazine for 


| the public deſence. An innumerable maltititude of 


Mexicans beheld, in filent aſtoniſhment, the dou- 
| ble inſult offered to the majeſty of their empire; 
an officer of diſtinction committed to the flames by 
the authority of ſtrangers, for having done what he 


| owed 1 in duty to bis natural ſovercion ; and the 
| arms 


* S& NOTE XIV. 


1 
nn PM 


62 
BOOK arms provided by the foreſight of their anceſtors 


V. 


1519. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


for avenging ſuch wrongs, conſumed before their 


eyes 


Bur theſe were not the moſt ſhocking indigni- 


ties which they nad to bear. Cortes, convinced 
that Qualpopoca would not have ventured to at- 
tack Eſcalante without orders from his maſter, was 
not ſatisfied with inflicting vengeance on the in- 


ſtrument employed in commutting that crime, 


while the author of it eſcaped with impunity. 
Juſt before Qualpopoca was led out to ſuffer, 
| Cortes entered the apartment of Montezuma, fol- 
| lowed by ſome of his officers, and a ſoldier carry- 
ing a pair of fetters; and approaching the mo- 


narch with a ſtern countenance, told him, that as 
the perſons who were now to undergo the puniſh- 


ment which they merited, had charged him as the 
cauſe of the outrage committed, it was neceſlary 
that he likewiſe ſhould make atonement for that 
guilt; then turning away abruptly, without weit- 


D 


ing for a reply, commanded the ſoldiers to clap 
the fetters on his legs. The orders were inſtantly 


executed. The diſconſolate monarch, trained up 
with an idea that his perſon was ſacred and invio- 


lable, and conſidering this profanation of it as the 


prelude of immediate death, broke out into loud 


lamentations and complaints. His attendants, 


ſpeechleſs with horror, fell at his feet, bathing 


them with their tears; and bearing up the fetters 
in their hands, endeavoured with offictous tender- 
neſs to lighten their preſſure. Nor did their grief 


and deſpondency abate, until Cortes returned 


from the execution with a cheerful countenance, 


and ordered the fetters to be taken off. As Mon- 
tezuma's ſpirits had ſank with unmanly dejection, 
they now roſe into indecent joy, and, with an un- 
becoming tranſition, he paſſed at once from the 


—— 
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anguiſh of deſpair to tranſports of gratitude and 1 OOK 
fondneſs towards his deliverers. _ a 
Ix thoſe tranſactions, as repreſented by the Spa- 1519. 


niſh hiſtorians, we ſearch | in vain for the qualities ge 15 
which diſtinguiſh other parts of Cortes's conduct. due. 
To uſurp a juriſdiction which could not belong to 
a ſtranger, who aſſumed no higher character than 
that of an ambaſlador from a foreign prince, and, 
under colour of it, to inflict a capital puniſhment 
on men whoſe conduct entitled them to eſteem, 
appears an act of barbarous cruelty. To put the 
monarch of a great kingdom in irons, and, after 
ſuch ignominious treatment, ſuddenly to releaſe 
him, ſeems to be a diſplay of power no leſs in- 

confiderate than wanton, According to their re- 
| preſentation, no account can be given either of 
the one action or the other, but that Cortes, in- 
toxicated with ſucceſs, and preſuming on the aſ- 
cendant which he had acquired over the minds of 
the Mexicans, thought nothing too bold for him 
to undertake, or too dangerous to execute. But, 
in one view, theſe proceedings, however repug- 
| nant to juſtice and humanity, may have flowed 
from that artful policy which regulated every part 
| of Cortes's behaviour. The Mexicans had con- 
ceived the Spaniards to be an order of beings ſu- 
perior to men. It was of the utmoſt conſequence 
to cheriſh this illuſion, and to keep up the vene- 

| ration it inſpired. Cortes wiſhed that ſhedding 

he blood of a Spaniard ſhould be deemed the moſt 

e hbeinous of all crimes; and nothing appeared bet- 

er calculated to eſtabliſh this Opinion, than to 

+ [condemn the firſt Mexicans who had ventured to 

{commit it, to a cruel death, and to oblige their 

1 monarch himſelf to ſubmit to a mortifying indig- 


n. my, as an EXPIAation for being acc? ear y 10 their 
the gullt. 9 | | 
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B on OK Tux rigour with which Cortes puniſhed the un- 
happy perſons who firſt preſumed to lay violent 
bad upon his followers, ſeems accordingly to 
The power have made all the impreſſion that he had deſired. 
ad, The ſpirit of Montezuma was not only overawed, 
1520. but ſubdued. During ſix months that Cortes re- 
mained in Mexico, the monarch continued in the 
Spaniſh quarters, with an appearance of as entire 
ſatisfaction and tranquillity, as if he had reſided . 
there not from conſtraint, but through choice. || 
| : His miniſters and officers attended him as uſual. Þ 
He took cognizance of all affairs; every order was 
' iſſued in his name. The external aſpect of go. 
N vernment appearing the ſame, and all its ancient 
| forms being ſcrupulouſly obſerved, the people Þ [ 
* were ſo little ſenſible of any change, that they f 
3 obeyed the mandates of their monarch with the f 
ll 1 ſame ſubmiſhve reverence as ever. Such was the e 
* dread which both Montezuma and his ſubjects | W 
I! had of the Spaniards, or ſuch the veneration in J 4: 
* which they held them, that no attempt was made 
| to deliver their ſovereign from confinement ; and 
x though Cortes, relying on this aſcendant which 
* 2 he had acquired over their minds, permitted him 
1 not only to viſit his temples, but to make hunt- 
| „ ing excurſions beyond the lake, a guard of a few 
| Spaniards carried with it ſuch terror as to intimi- 
| date the multitude, and ſecure the captive mo- 
narch “. 


= Tavs, by the fortunate temerity of Cortes in 

ſeizing Montezuma, the Spaniards at once ſecured 
| to themſelves more extenſive authority in the Mex- 
W 1 ican empire than it was poſſible to have acquired 
TT in a long courſe of time by open force; and they 
| exerciſed more ablolute ſway in the name of ano- 
. ther than they could have done 1 in their own, The 
| | d . | | arts 


* Cortes Relat. p. 236. E. B. Diaz. c. 97, 98, 99. 
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arts of poliſhed nations in ſubjecting ſuch as are ; OO K Wl 
leſs improved, have been nearly the {ame in every . 9 
period. The ſyſtem of ſc:eening a foreign uſurp- | 
ation, under the ſanction of authority derived from 40 
| the natural rulers of a country, the device of em Mi 
ploying the magiſtrates and forms already eſta- 104 
bpliſhed as inſtruments to introduce a new domini- 
on, of which we are apt to boaſt as ſublime refine- 
ments in policy peculiar to the preſent age, were 
inventions of a more early period, and had been 

| tried with ſucceſs in the Weſt, long before oy 
| were practiſed in the Eaſt, 


1520. 


Con xs availed himſelf to the utmoſt of the pl which 5 

power which he poſſeſſed by this means. He ſent i. . bl 
| ſome Spaniards, whom he judged belt qualified A 
for ſuch commiſſions, into different parts of the 4 


_ _ ES ts 


empire, accompanied by perſons of diſtinction, 
whom Montezuma appointed to attend them both 
as guides and protectors. They viſited moſt of the 

e provinces, viewed their foil and productions, ſur- 
4 Þ veyed with particular care the diſtricts which yield- 
ed gold or filver, pitched upon ſeveral places as 
m proper ſtations for future colonies, and endeavour- ih 
i. ed to prepare the minds of the people for ſubmitting =. 


to the Spaniſh yoke. While they were thus em- 
- ployed, Cortes, in the name and by the authority 
10 ot Montezuma, degraded ſome of the principal 

J ocers in the empire, whoſe abilities or indepen- 
dent ſpirit excited his jealouſy, and ſubſtituted in 


9 
= 


; | their place perſons leſs capable or more obſequious. 
1 OxE thing ſtill was wanting to complete his ſe- 


ied Neurity. He wiſhed to have ſuch command of the 
hey Ike as might enſure a retreat, if, either from levity 
no- Jer diſguſt, the Mexicans ſhould take arms againſt | 77 
The I'm, and break down the bridges or cauſeways. . ww 
arts This too, his own addreſs, and the facility of Mon- —̃ 
ptezuma, enabled him to accompliſh. Having fre- Fo 

Vor. II. 2 5 quently 


4 
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ledges him- 
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BO OK quently entertained his priſoner with pompous 


accounts of the European marine and art of navi- 


gation, he awakened his curioſity to ſee thoſe mov- 


ing palaces that made their way through the water 


without oars. Under pretext of gratifying his 


defire, Cortes perſuaded him to appoint ſome of 
his ſubjects to fetch part of the naval ſtores depo- 
fited at Vera Cruz to Mexico, and to employ others 
in cutting down and preparing timber. With 


their aſſiſtance the Spaniſh carpenters ſoon com- 
pleted two brigantines, which afforded a frivolous 


amuſement to the monarch, and were conſidered 
by Cortes as a certain reſource, if he ſhould be 


obliged to retire. 


Montezuma ENCOURAGED by ſo many inſtances of the mo- 


ac Know- 


narch's tame ſubmiſſion to his will, Cortes ventured 


ſelf a vaſſal to put it to a proof ſtill more trying. He urged 


of S pain. 


Montezuma to acknowledge himſelf a vallal of the 


king of Caſtile, to hold his crown of him as ſupe- 


rior, and to ſubject his dominions to the payment 
of an annual tribute. With this requiſition, the 
laſt and moſt humbling that can be made to one 


poſſeſſed of ſovereign authority, Montezuma was 
ſo obſequious as to comply. He called together 


the chief men of his empire, and in a ſolemn ha- 
rangue, reminded them of the traditions and pro- 
phecies which led them to expect the arrival of a 
people ſprung from the ſame ſtock with themſelves, 
in order to take poſſeſſion of the ſupreme power, 
he declared his belief that the Spaniards were this 


promiſed race; that therefore he recognized the 


right of their rnonarch to govern the Mexican: em- 
pire, would lay his crown at his feet, and obey him 
as a tributary. While uttering theſs words, Mon- 


tezuma diſcovered how deeply he was affected in 


making fuch a ſacrifice. Tears and groans fre- 


quently interrupted his diſcourſe. Ov crawed and 


broken as his ſpirit was, it fill retained ſuch 


len 0 L. 
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the heart of princes when conſtrained to reſign in- . 
dependent power. The firſt mention of doeh a N 
reſolution {truck the aſſembly dumb with aſtoniſh- 
ment. This was followed by a ſullen murmur of 
ſorrow mingled with indignation, which indicated 
ſome violent eruption of rage to be near at hand. 
This Cortes foreſaw, and ſcaſonably interpoſed to 
prevent it, by declaring that his maſter had no in- 
tention to deprive Montezuma of the royal dignity, 
or to make any innovation upon the conſtitution 
and laws of the Mexican erapire. This aſſurance, 
added to their dread of the Spaniſh power, and to 
the authority of their monarch's exarnple, extorted = 
a reluctant conſent from the aſſembly *. The act 
| of ſubmiſhon and homage was executed with all 
| | the formalities which the Spaniards were Fe 
0 preſcribe +. 


MoxrTEZ UMA, at the defite of Cortes, accom- The amount 


1 panied this profeſlion of fealty and homage with og ae 
a magnificent preſent to his new ſovereign; and, «by the 
de after his example, his ſubjects brought in very "ihe rg 
® Þ beral contributions. The Spaniards now collected 

all the treaſure which had been either voluntarily 

5 | beſtowed upon them at different times by Monte- 


ka uma, or had been ex torted from his people under 
aarious pretexts; and having melted the gold and 

ilver, the value of theſe, without including g. jewels 

and ornaments of various kinds, wich were pre- 

ſerved on account of their curious workmanſhip, 

amounteg to ſix hundred thouſand peſos. The Divigon of 


engen it 


on- Cortes complied with their deſire. A fifth of the: occaſioned, 
an whole was ſet apart as the tax due to the king. 
1 5 Another fifch was allotted to Cortes, as commander 


K and | E - i | in 


act * See NOTE XVI. + Sting Relat. 238 D. B. Diaz. 
121-101, Gomara Cron. c, 92. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. x. c. 4. 


ſenſe of dignity, as to feel that pang which piercesB O OK 


{oldiers were impatient to have it divided, and 6, 400 the... 
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BOOK in chief. The ſums advanced by Velaſquez, by 
V. Cortes, and by ſome of the officers, towards de- 
fraying the expence of fitting out the armament, 
were then deducted. The remainder was divided 
among the array, including the garriſon of Vera 
Cruz, in proportion to their different ranks. After 
ſo many defalcations, the ſhare of a private man 
did not exceed a hundred peſos. This ſum fell ſo 


15 20. 


ſoldiers rejected it with ſcorn, and others murmur- 
ed ſo loudly at this cruel diſappointment of their 
hopes, that it required all the addreſs of Cortes, 
and no ſmall exertion of his liberality, to appeaſe 


together deſtitute of foundation. As the crown 
had contributed nothing towards the equipment or 
ſucceſs of the armament, it was not without regret 
that the ſoldiers beheld it ſweep away ſo great a 
proportion of the treaſure purchaſed by their blood 
and toil. What fell to the ſhare of their general 
appeared, according to the ideas of wealth in the 


ſixteenth century, an enormous ſum. Some of 


Cortes's favourites had ſecretly appropriated to 
their own uſe ſeveral ornaments of gold, which 


neither paid the royal fifth, nor were brought into 
account as part of the common ſtock. It was, 
however, ſo manifeſtly the intereſt of Cortes at 
this period to make a large remittance to the king, 
that it is highly probable thoſe concealments were 1 


not of great conſequence. 


Hahn, TE total ſum amaſſed by the Spaniards beats 
no proportion to the ideas which might be formed, *. 
_ inſuchimall either by reflecting on the deſcriptions given bj 
hiſtorians of the ancient ſplendour of Mexico, d 
by conſidering the productions of its mines in mo 
dern times. But, among the ancient Mexican 


gold and filver were not the ſtandards by whic ay 
(008 


why gold 
was lound 


quantity. 


far below their ſanguine expectations, that ſome 


them. The complaints of the army were not al- 
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deſtitute of the artificial value derived from this 
circumſtance, were no farther in requeſt than as 
they furniſhed materials for ornaments and trin- 


kets. Theſe were either conſecrated to the gods 
in their temples, or were worn as marks of diſtinc- 


tion by their princes and ſome of their moſt emi- 
nent chiefs. As the conſumption of the precious 


metals was inconſiderable, the demand for them 


was not ſuch as to put either the ingenuity or in- 
duſtry of the Mexicans on the ſtretch, in order to 


augment their ſtore. They were altogether unac- 


quainted with the art of working the rich mines 
with which the country abounded. What gold 
they had was gathered in the beds of rivers, native, 
and ripened into a pure metallic ſtate . The ut- 
moſt effort of their labour in ſearch of it was to 


l 

a 

d waſh the earth carried down by torrents from the 
| mountains, and to pick out the grains of gold 


e which ſubſided ; and even this ſimple operation, 
of Þ according to the report of the perſons whom Cor- 


toÞ tes appointed to ſurvey the provinces where there 


ch was a proſpect of finding mines, they performed 
me very unſkilfully+. From all thoſe cauſes, the whole 
as, | maſs of gold in poſſeſhon of the Mexicans was not 


great. As ſilver is rarely found pure, and their 


ing art was too rude to conduct the proceſs for refining 


vele it in a proper manner, the quantity of this metal 


was {till leſs conſiderable fr. Thus, though the 
| Spaniards had exerted all the power which they 


poſſeſſed in Mexico, and often with indecent rapa- 
City, in order to gratiſy their predominant paſſion, 
and though Montezuma had ſondly exhauſted his 


product of both, which probably included a great 
„P part of the bullion in the empue, did not riſe in 
Palue above what has been mentioned 6. | 

| ot 85 BU 
| * Cortes Relat. p 236. F. B. Diaz. c. 192, 103. Gomara 
ee, 65. f B. Diaz c. 103. 
4. $ See NOTE XVI. 


Flores, in hopes of ſatiating their thirſt for gold, the 
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Montezuma the importunate zeal of a miſſionary, to renounce 
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BOO hy Bur however pliant Montezuma might be in 


other matters, with reſpect to one point he was in- 
Though Cortes often urged him, with 


ur a his falſe gods, and to embrace the Chriſtian faith, 
toreligion, he always rejected the propoſition with horror. 
Superſtition, among the Mexicans, was formed 
into ſuch a regular and complete ſy ſtem, that its 
inſtitutions naturally took faſt hold of the mind; 
and while the rude tribes in other parts of Amer: ica 
were eaſily induced to relinquiſh a few notions and 
rites, ſo looſe and arbitrary as hardly to merit the 
name of a public religion, the Mexicans adhered 
tenaciouſly to their mode of worſhip, which, how- 
ever barbarous, was accompanied with ſuch order 
and ſolemnity as to render it the object of venera- 
tion. Cortes, finding all his attempts ineffectual 
to ſhake the conſtancy of Montezuma, was f. 
much enraged at his obſtinacy, that in a tranſpor! 
of zeal he led out his ſoldiers to throw down the 
idols in the great temple by force. But the prieſts 
taking arms in defence of their altars, and the peo- 
ple crowding with great ardour to ſupport them, 
Cortes's prudence overruled his zeal, and induced 
im to deſiſt from his raſh attempt, after diflodg- 
ing the idols from one of the ſhrines, and placing 


in their ſtead an image of the Virgin Mary k. 


Schemes of Frost that moment the Mexicans, who hd per- 


the Neri. mitted the impriſonment of their ſovereign, and 
cans to de- 

toy the ſuffered the exactions of ſtrangers without 4 

5441414. ſtruggle, began to meditate how they might expel 

or deſtroy the Spaniards, and thought themſelves 

called upon to avenge their inſulted deities. Th: 

prieſts and leading men n held frequent conlultations 


with 


* See NOTE XyIIL 
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with Montezuma for this purpoſe, But as it might B O O K 

prove fatal to the captive monarch to attempt ei- 1 

ther the one or the other by violence, he was will- * 

ing to try more gentle means. Having called * 
Cortes into his preſence, he obſerved that now, as 

all the purpoſes of his embaſſy were fully accom- iv 

pliſhed, the gods had declared their will, and the il 

people ſignified their deſire, that he and his fol 

lowers ſhould inſtantly depart out of the empire. 

With this he required them to comply, or una- 

voidable deſtruction would fall ſuddenly on their 

| heads. The tenor of this unexpected requiſition, 

as well as the determined tone in which it was ut- 

| tered, left Cortes no room to doubt that it was the i 

reſult of ſome deep icheme concerted between v 

Montezuma and his ſubjects. He quickly perceiv- 1 

ed that he might derive more advantage from a | = 

ſeeming compliance with the monarch's inclina- 


ton, than from an ill-timed attempt to change or 
e | to oppoſe it, and replied, with great compoſure, 
Fe that he had already begun to prepare for return- 
ing to his own country; but as he had deſtroyed 
n, dhe veſſels in which he arrived, ſome time was re- 
ed quiſite for building other ſhips. This appeared 
o- reaſonable. A number of Mexicans were tent to 
ns Vera Cruz to cut down timber, and ſome Spaniſh 


carpenters were appointed to ſuperintend the work. 
Cortes flattered himſelf that, during this interval, 


= he might either find means to avert the threatened 
8 danger, or receive ſuch reinforcements as would 
7 ments as Wo 


enable him to deſpiſe it. 


ALMosT nine months were elapſed ſince Por- Anxiety and 
tocarrero and Montejo had failed with his diſ- Cate,“ 
patches to Spain; and he daily expected their re- 
turn with a confirmation of his authority from the 
king. Without this, hiz condition was inſecure 
| and precarious, and after all the great things which 

be had done, it might be his doom to bear the name 


and 
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BOOK and 8 the puniſhment of a traitor. Rapid and 
_ extenſive as his progreſs had been, he could not 
wy hope to complete the reduCtion of a great empire 
520% with fo ſmall a body of men, which by this time 
the diſeaſes of the climate had conſiderably thin- 
ned; nor could he apply for recruits to the Spanifh 
| ſettlements in the iſlands until he received the 


| 
| 
| 
1 
[ 
royal approbation of his proceedings. 
— WEL» he remained in this cruel ſituation, | © 
mament, anxious about what was paſt, uncertain with re- | 
ſpect to the future, and, by the late declaration of J 
Montezuma , oppreſſed with a new addition of cares, p 


a Mexican courier arrived with an account of Faris 


ſhips having appeared on the coaſt. Cortes, with ir 
fond credulity, imagining that his meſſengers 1 
were returned from Spain, and that the comple- | a 
tion of all his wiſhes and hopes was at hand, im- Þ fu 
parted the glad tidings to his companions, who ec 
received them with tranſports of mutual gratula- Þ hi 
tion. Their joy was not of long continuance, Þ th 


A courier from Sandoval, whom Cortes had ap- fo 
pointed to ſucceed Eſcalante in command at Vera fo 
Cruz, brought certain information that the arma- I 1 

ment was fitted out by Velaſquez, governor of tit 

Cuba, and, inſtead of bringing the aid which they pe 


expected, threatened them with immediate de- I! 
ſtruction, Bo 
. 5 80 e Wy fay 
rr THE motives which prom pted Velaſquez to this I h 
VvVuoiolent meaſure are obvious. From the circum- 5 


ſtances of Cortes's departure, it was impoſſible not I tha 
to ſuſpect his intention of throwing off all depend- FF co 
ence upon him. His neglecting to tranſmit any ¶ it ꝗ 
account of his operations to Cuba, ftrengthened vile 
this ſuſpicion, which was at laſt confirmed, beyond 1 
doubt, by the indiſcretion of the officers whom | cul 
Cortes ſent to Spain, They, from ſome motive, I der 
which is not clearly explained by the contemporary 
hiſtorians, 1 
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hiſtorians, touched at the iſland of Cuba, contrary B O O K 


to the peremptory orders of their general 3 
this means Velaſquez not only learned that Cortes 
and his followers, after formally renouncing all con- 


nection with him, had eſtabliſned an independent 


colony in New Spain, and were ſoliciting the king 
to confirm their proceedings by his authority ; ; but 
he obtained particular information concerning the 
opulence of the country, the valuable preſents 


V. 
1520. 


which Cortes had received, and the inviting proſ- 


pects of ſucceſs that opened to his view. Every 
paſſion which can agitate an ambitious mind; 
ſname, at having been ſo groſsly over- reached; 
indignation at being being betrayed by the man 


whom he had ſelected as the object of his favour 
and confidence; grief, for having waſted his for- 
tune to aggrandize an enemy; and deſpair! of re- 
covering ſo fair an opportunity of eſtabliſhing 


his fame and extending his power, now raged in 
the boſom of Velaſquez. All thele, with united 


force, excited him to make an extraordinary ef- 


fort in order to be avenged on the author of his 
wrongs, and to reſt from him his uſurped autho- 
rity and conqueſts. Nor did he want the ap- 


| pearance of a good title to juſtify ſuch an attempt. 
The agent whom he ſent to Spain with an ac- 
| count of Gryalva's voyage had met with a moſt 
| favourable reception; and from the ſpecimens 
| which he produced, ſuch high expectations were 


formed concerning the opulence of New Spain, 


vileges than had been granted to any adventurer 


from the time of Columbus+. Elated by this diſtin- 
guſhing mark of favour, and warranted to conſi- 
der Cortes not only as intruding upon his juriſdic- 


tion, 
* B. Diaz. „ tav6h Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 14. Gomara 


Cron. c. 95. 7 Herter, dec. 2. NN. fi. e. re” 


that Velaſquez was authoriſzdjto proſecute the diſ- 
| covery of the country, and appointed governor of 
it during life, with more extenſive power and pri- 
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tion, but as diſobedient to the royal mandate, he de- 
' termined to vindicate his own rights and the ho- 


ncur of his ſovereign by force of arms. His 
ardour in carrying on his preparations was ſuch 


"as might have been expected from the violence 


of the paſſions with which he was animated; and 
in a ſhort time an armament was completed, con- 
lifting of eighteen ſhips which had on board 
fourſcore hortemen, eight hundred foot ſoldiers, of 
which eighty were mulketeers, and a hundred and 


twenty crois-bow men, together with a train of 


twelve pieces of cannon. As Velaſquez's expe- 


rience of the fatal conſequence of committing to 
another what he ought to have executed himſelf, 


had not rendered him more enterpriſing, he veſted 


the command of this formidable body, which, in 


the infancy of the Spaniſh power in America, me- 


rits the appellation of an army, in Pamphilo de 


Narvaez, with inſtructions to ſeize Cortes and his 
principal officers, to ſend them priſoners to him, 


and then to complete the diſcovery and conquel 
of the country in his name. 


The pro- 
cce dg of 
Naiv vue. 
Api, 


Arti a proſperous. voyage, Narvaez landed 
his men without oppoſition near St. Juan de Ullua. 
Three ſoldiers, whom Cortes had ſent to ſearch 


for mines in: that diſtrict, immediately joined him. 
By this accident, he not only received information 
concerning the progreſs and ſituation of Cortes, 


quired interpreters, by 


but as theie ſoldiers had made ſome progreſs in 
the! knowledge Of the Mexican lauguage, he ac- 
whote means he was ena- 


bled to Fold ſome intercourſe with the people ol 


the countrv. 


But, according to the low cunning 
of deſerters, they framed their intelligence with 
more attenticn to what they thought would b: 
agreeable, than to what they knew to be true 


7 nA 
a1 


* See NOTE XIX. 
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deſperate, and the diſaffection of his followers to 
be ſo general, as increaſed the natural pretumption 


and confidence of Narvaez. His firſt operation, 


however, might have taught him not to rely on 


their partial accounts. Having ſent to ſummon 


the governor of Vera Cruz to ſurrender Guevara, 
a prieſt whom he employed in that ſervice, made 


the requiſition with ſuch inſolence, that Sando- 


val, an officer of high ſpirit, and zealout] y attach- 


ed to Cortes, inſtead of complying with his de- 
mands, ſeized him and his attendants, and ſent 


them! in chains to Mexico. 


Con rs received them not like enemies, but Cortes deep. 
as friends, and condemning the ſeverity of Sando- I armed. 


val, ſet them immediately at liberty. By this 


well-timed clemency, ſeconded by careſſes and 
preſents, he gained their confidence, and drew 


from them ſuch particulars concerning the force 


and intentions of Narvaez, as gave him a view of 


the impending danger in its f. ul extent. He had 


not to contend now with half-naked Indians, no 
match for him in war, and ſtill more inferior in the 


arts of policy, but to take the Held againſt an army 
in courage and martial diſcipline equal to his own, 


in number far ſuperior, acting under the lanction 


of royal authority, and commanded by an officer 


| of known bravery. He was informed that Nar- 
| vaez, more ſolicitous to gratify the reſentment of 
| Velaſquez, than attentive to the honour or inte- 
| reſt of his country, had begun his intercourſe with 
the natives, by repreſenting him and his followers 
as fugitives and outlaws, guilty of rebellion againft 
| their © own ſovereign, and of injuſtice in invading the 
| Mexican empire, and had declared to them "that. 
| his ſole object in viſiting the country was to pu- 
niſn the Spaniards, and to reſcue them from op- 
preſſion. Hle ſoon perceived that the fame unfa- 


vo ourable 
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B O O R vourable repreſentations had been conveyed to 


Montezuma, and that Narvaez had found means 
to aſſure him. that as the conduct of thoſe who 
kept him under reſtraint was highly diſpleaſing 


to the king his maſter, he had it in charge not 


only to reſcue an injured. monarch from confine- 


ment, but to reinſtate him in the poſſeſſion of his 


antient power and independence. 


Animated with 


this proſpect of being ſet free from ſubjection to 


ſtrangers, the provinces began openly to revolt 
frem Cortes, and to regard Narvaez as a deliver- 


er no leſs able than willing to ſave them. Mon- 
tezuma himſelf kept up a ſecret intercourſe with 


the new commander, and ſeemed to court him as 
a perſon ſuperior in power and dignity to thoſe 


H aotiberss 


tions con- 
cer ning his 


own conduò . of Cortes. 


Spaniards whom he had hitherto revered as the 


Hiri of men *. 


Suck were the various aſpects of danger and 
difficulty which preſented themſelves to the view 
No fituation ean be conceived mote 


trying to the capacity and firmneſs of a general, 


be adopted was more difficult. 


the approach of Narvaez in Mexico, deftruction 
ſeerned to be unavoidable; for while the Spaniards 


| y » 
NN Ar AT 
©] Uiiildki 


or where the choice of the plan which - ought 8 


If he ſhould wa 


preſſed him fiom without, the inhabitants, whoſe 


turbulent ſpirit he could hardly reſtrain with all 


his authority and attention, would eagerly lay hold 


on ſuch a favourable opportunity of avenging all 


their wrongs. If he ſhould aband on the capital, ſet 


wes captive monarch at liberty, and march out to 
mect the enemy, he muſt at once forego the fruits ot 


all © toils and victories, and relinquith advantages 
which could not be recovered without EXIT 
5 
eforts, and infinite danger. If, 
read of 151 & {i | {h uld ! Te- 
Teal Or en Hying . 10 Ou Ive 
course 
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cCourſe to conciliating meaſures, and attempt an B O. O K 
accommodation with Narvaez; the natural V. 
haugghtineſs of that officer , augmented by conſci- ©. 
N ouſnels of his preſent ſuperiority, forbad him to ts 
| cheriſh any ſanguine hopes of ſucceſs. After re- 
| volving every ſcheme with deep attention, Cortes 
fixed upon that which, in execution was moſt 
hazardous, but, if ſucceſsful, would prove moſt 
' beneficial to his country; and with the deciſive 
intrepidity, ſuited to deſperate ſituations, deter- 
mined to make one bold effort for victory, under 
every diſadvantage, rather than ſacrifice his own 
conqueſts and the Spaniſh intereſt in Mexico, 


Bor though he foreſaw that the conteſt muſt His negocia- 
be terminated finally by arms, it would have been tone wth 
not only indecent, but criminal, to have marched of Narve 
©Þ againlt his countrymen, without attempting to ad- 

| juſt matters by an amicable negociation. In this 
d ſervice he employed Olmedo, his chaplain, to A 
w þ- whoſe character the function was well ſuited, and i 
ne who poſſeſſed, beſides, ſuch prudence and addreſs | 4 
al, Þ as qualified him to carry on the ſecret intrigues in 1 
to which Cortes placed his chief confidence. Nar- 4 
ait J vaez rejected, with ſcorn, every ſcheme of accom- 1 
on modation that Olmedo propoſed, and was with 1 
ds difficulty reſtrained from lay ing violent hands on 111 
of him and his attendants. He met, however, with Why 
all Ja more favourable reception among his follow ers, i Hl 
101d to many of whom he delivered letters, either from i] 
all J Cortes or his officers, their ancient friends and 4 
, ſet companions, Cortes artfully accompanied theſe vl 
t to with preſents of rings, chains of gold, and other wy 
150! trinkets of value, which inſpired thoſe needy ad- th 
ages Nrenturers with high ideas of the wealth that he 1 
xtra-Fhad acquired, and with envy of their good for- | 
m- tune who were engaged in his ſervice. Sore, from K 
re · Nopes of becoming. ſharers in thoſe rich ſpoils, de- 
our 
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BO OKclared for an immediate accommodation with 


V. 


1520. 


Cortes. Others, from public ſpirit, laboured to 


prevent a civil war, which, whatever party ſhould 


prevail, muſt ſhake, and perhaps ſubvert the Spa- 


niſh power, in a country where it was ſo imper- 
fectly eſtabliſhed. Narvaez diſregarded both, and 


by a public proclamation denounced Cortes and 


his adherents rebels and enemies to their country. 


Cortes, it is probable, was not much ſurpriſed at 


the untractable arrogance of Narvaez; and, after 
having given ſuch a proof of his own pacific dif po- 

ſition as might juſtify his recourſe to other means, 

he determined to advance towards an enemy 
whom he had laboured in vain to appeaſe, 


Marches a- 
"on him. 
May. 


Hz left an hundred and fifty men in the capi 
tal, under the command of Pedro de Alvarado, 


an officer of diſtinguiſned courage, for whom the 


Mexicans had conceived a ſingular degree of re- 
ſpect. To the cuſtody of this ſlender garriſon he 


committed a great city, with all the wealth he 
had amaſſed, and, what was ſtill of oreater im- 


portance, the perſon of the impriſoned monarch 


His utmoſt art was employed in concealing from 


Montezuma the real cauſes of his march. He la- 


boured to perſuade him, that the ſtrangers who 
had lately arrived were 1 friends and fellow-ſub- 


jects; and that, after a ſhort interview with them, 


they would depart together, and return to their 1, 


own country. Lhe captive prince, unable to com- 


prehend the deſigns of the Spaniards, or to recon- I 
cile what he now heard with the declarations of: 
| Narvaez, and afraid to diſcover any ſymptom « oh 
ſuſpicion or diſtruſt of Cortes, promiſed to remain 
_ quietly in the Spaniſh quarters, and to cultivateg 
the ſame friendſhip wich Alvarado which he had 
uniformly maintained with him. Cortes, witlſſh 
ſeeming confidence in this promiſe, but relying 
principally u upon the ini unctions which he had give 
| Alvaradi 
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Abrarado to guard his priſoner with the moſt BOOK 
ſerupulous vigilance, ſet out from Mexico. . 
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His ſtrength, even after it was reinforced by 1520. 
[ the junction of Sandoval and the garriſon of Vera + pooh 
Cruz, did not exceed two hundred and fifty men. 
| As he hoped for ſucceſs chiefly from the rapidity 
ol his motions, his troops were not encumbered 
either with baggage or artillery. But as he dreaded 
extremely the impreſſion which the enemy might 
make with their cavalry, he had provided ag ainſt 
this danger with the foreſight and ſagacity Which © 
| diſtinguiſh a great commander. Having obſerved 
| that the Indians in the province of Chinantla uſed 
| ſpears of extraordinary length and force, he armed 

_ his ſoldiers with thele, and accuſtomed them to 

„ that deep and compact arrangement which the 

e uſe of this formidable weapon, the belt perhaps 


e- that ever was invented for defence, enabled them 
* E aſſume. 
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he Wirn this cnall but Bun batten Cortes 8 ON 8 

n- an towards Zempoalla, of which Narvaez neseliate a 

ch. Bad tak To; * he advanced, 
had taken poſleſhon. During his march he made 

repeated attempts towards ſome accommodation 

with his opponent. But Narvaez requiring that 

ho Cortes and his followers ſhould inſtantly recog- 


ab- nize his title to be governor of New Spain, n * 
55 virtue of the powers which he derived Ban Ve- \ 
net | 


laſquez, and Cortes refuſing to ſubmit to any 
authority which was not founded on a commiſſion 
from the emperor himſelf, under whoſe imme- 
Wiate protection he and his adherents had placed 
their infant colony, all theſe attempts proved 
uitleſs, The intercourſe, however, which this 
decaſioned between the two parties, prov ed cf no 
Imall advantage to Cortes, as it afforded him 
In opportunity of gaining ſome of Narvaez's 
Ificers by liberal pre! ſents, of loftering others 
y a ſemblance of moderation, and of dazzing all 
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| BOOKby the appearance of wealth among his troops, 


moſt of his ſoldiers having converted their ſhare 
of the Mexican gold into chains, bracelets, and 
other ornaments, which they diſplayed with mili- 
tary oſtentation. Narvaez and a little junto of 


his creatures excepted, all the army leaned towards 


an accommodation with their countrymen. This 
diſcovery of their inclination irritated his violent 


_ temper almoſt to madneſs. In a tranſport of 
rage he ſet a price upon the head of Cortes, and 


of his principal officers ; and having learned that 


he was now advanced within a league of Zempo- 


alla with his ſmall body of men, he conſidered 


this as an inſult which merited immediate chaſtiſe- 

ment, and marched out with all his troops to 
—. = 
AttackeNzr- Bur Cortes was a leader of greater abilities and 


. vaez in the 


experience than to fight an enemy ſo far ſuperior 
in number, and ſo much better appointed, on 


equal ground. Having taken his ſtation on the 
oppoſite bank of the river de Canoas, where he 


knew that he could not be attacked, he beheld 
the approach of the enemy without concern, and 


diſregarded this vain bravade. It was then the 


beginning of the wet ſeaſon *, and the rain had 


poured down, during a great part of the day, with 
the violence peculiar to the torrid zone. The fol. 
lowers of Narvaez, unaccuſtomed to the hardſhipsot 
military ſervice, murmured ſo much at being thus 
fruitleſsly expoſed, that from their unſoldier-hke im- 
| patience, as well as his own contempt of his adver- 
tary, their general permitted them to retire to Zem-| 
poalla. The very circumſtance which induced 
them to quit the field, engaged Cortes to form a 
ſcheme, by which he hoped at once to terminate 
the war. He obſerved, that his hardy veterans, 


d | 8 though 


3 Hackluyt, vol. iii. 467. De Laet Deſcr. Ind. Occid. 22! 
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whatſoever to cover them, were ſo far from re- 
pining at hardſhips that were become familiar to 
them, that they were {il freſh and alert for ſer- 


vice. Heforeſaw that the enemy would naturally 
give themſelves up to repole after their fatigue, 


and that, judging of the conduct of others by 


their own effeminacy, they would deem themſelves 
perfectly ſecure at a ſeaſon fo unfit for action. 
He reſolved, therefore, to fall upon them in the 


dead of night, when the ſurpriſe and terror of this 


| | unexpected attack might more than compenſate 
- Þ the inferiority of his numbers. His ſoldiers, ſen- 
o | fible that no reſource remained but in fome de- 


| ſperate effort of courage, approved of the meaſure 


d on which he addreſſed to them before they began 
their march, was more ſolicitous to temper than 
NE to inflame their ardour. He divided them into 
de three parties. At the head of firſt he placed San- 
ne doval; entruſting this gallant officer with the 
10 moſt dangerous and important ſervice, that of 
nd ſeizing the enemy's artillery, which was planted 
ne before the principal tower of the temple, where 
„ Narvaez had fixed his head- quarters. Chriſto- 
hy val de Old commanded the ſecond, with orders 


to aſſault the tower, and lay hold on the general. 
Cortes himſelf conducted the third and ſmalleſt 


and to ſupport the other two as there ſhould be 


hich was much ſwelled with the rain, not with- 


ach man armed with his ſword, his dagger, and 

ns Chinantlan ſpear. Narvaez, remiſs in proporti- 

dn to his ſecurity, had poſted only two centinels to 
8 - Voatch 


. 221 Vol. II. ; 


with ſuch warmth, that Cortes in a military orati- 


diviſion, which was to act as a body of reſerve, 


oecaſion. Having paſſed the river de Canoas, 


81 
though ſtanding under the torrents, which con- BO O K 
tinued to fall, without a ſingle tent or any ſhelter 


but difficulty, the water reaching almoſt to their 
chins, they advanced in profound filence, without 
beat of drum, or ſound of any warlike inſtrument ; 
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and over- 
Evmes him. 
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watch the motions of an enemy whom he had ſuch 


RPE good cauſe to dread. One of theſe. was ſeized by 


the advanced guard of Cortes's troops, the other 


made his eſcape, and hurrying to the town with 
all the precipitation of fear and zeal, gave ſuch 
timely notice of the enemy's approach, that there 
was full leiſure to have prepared for their receptj- 
on. But, through the arrogance and infatuation 
of Narvaez, this important interval was loſt. He 


imputed this alarm to the cowardice of the cen- 
tinel, and treated with deriſion the idea of being 


attacked by forces ſo unequal to his own. The 


ſhouts of Cortes's ſoldiers, ruſhing on to the a: 
ſault, convinced him at laſt, that the danger which 


he deſpiſed was real. The rapidity with which 
they advanced was ſuch, that only one cannon Þ 
could be fired, before Sandoval's party cloſed with 
the enemy, drove them from their guns, and be- 


gan to force their way up the ſteps of the tower, 


| Narvaez, no leſs brave in action than preſump- 
tuous in conduct, armed himſelf in haſte, and by 
his voice and example animated his men to the 
combat. Olid advanced to ſuſtain his compani- 


ons; and Cortes himſelf, ruſhing to the front, 


conducted and added new vigour to the attack. 


The compact crder in which this ſmall body preſſ- 
ed on, and the impenetrable front which they 
preſented with their long ſpears, bore down all 


oppoſition before it. They had now reached the 


gate, and were ſtruggling to burſt it open, when 


a ſoldier having ſet fire to the reeds with which 


the tower was covered, compelled Narvaez to tal 


ly out. In the firſt encounter he was wounded 


in the eye with a ſpear, and falling to the ground, 


was dragged down the ſteps and in a moment 
clapt in feiters. The cry of victory reſounded 


among the troops of Cortes. "Thoſe who had 
ſallied out with their leader now maintained the 
conflict feebly, or began to ſurrender, Among 
the remainder of his ſoldiers, ſtationed in Ga 
5 „ ſmaller 


* 


HISTORY OF AMERICA 


| ſmaller towers of the temple, terror and confuſion BOOK 


prevailed. The darkneſs was ſo great that they, V- 


ould not diſtinguiſh between their friends and 


foes. Their own artillery was pointed againſt *_ 


5 5 Wherever they turned their eyes, they 
beheld lights gleaming through the obſcurity of 
night, which, though proceeding only from a va- 
| riety of ſhining inſects, that abound in moiſt and 
| ſultry climates, their affrighted imaginations re- 
preſented as numerous bands of muſketeers ad- 
| vancing with kindled matches to the attack. Af- 
ter a ſhort reſiſtance, the ſoldiers compelled 
| their officers to capitulate, and before morning all 
laid down their arms, and ſubmitted quietly to 
J CC oO ER 


| Tris complete victory proved more accepta- The effed. 


| ble, as it was gained almoſt without bloodſhed, . 
| only two ſoldiers being killed on the fide of Cortes, 
and two officers with fifteen piiyate men of the ad- 
verſe faction. Cortes treated the vanquiſhed not 
like enemies, but as countrymen and friends, and 
offered either to ſend them back directly to Cuba, 
or to take them into his ſervice, as partners in 
bis fortune, on "equal terms with his own ſoldiers. 
This latter propolition, ſeconded by a ſeaſonable 
diſtribution of ſome preſents from Cortes, and 
liberal promiſes of more, opened proſpects ſo 
agreeable to the romantic expectations which had 
induced them to engage in this ſervice, that all, 
atew partizans of Narvaez excepted, cloſed with 
pt, and vied with each other in profeſſions of 
fidelity and attachment to a general whoſe recent 
ſucceſs had given them ſuch a ſtriking proof of 
his abilities for command. Thus, by a ſeries of 
events no leſs fortunate than uncommon, Cortes 
pot only eſcaped from perdition which ſeemed 
Mevitable, but, when he had leaſt reaſon to expect 
% was placed at the head of a thouſand Spaniards, 
feady to follow wherever he ſhould lead them. 
3 , W hoever 


of this victo- 
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BOOK Whoever reflects upon the facility with which 
V. this victory was obtained, or conſiders with what 
; ſudden and unanimous tranſition the followers of 


1520, 


The | 
Cans take 


arms againſt good fortune of Cortes were equally conſpicuous, 
the Span. If, by the rapidity of his operations after he be- 


ares.” * 


Narvaez ranged themſelves under the ſtandard 
of his rival, will be apt to aſcribe both events 
as much to the intrigues as to the arms of Cortes, 
and cannot but ſuſpect that the ruin of Narvaez 

was occaſioned, no leſs by the treachery of his 
don followers, than by the valour of his enemy“. 


Mex" Bur, in one point, the prudent conduct and 


whom he left in Mexico. A few days aſter the 
diſcomfiture of Narvaez, a courier arrived with 


an account that the Mexicans had taken arms, 
and having ſeized and deſtroyed the two brigan-i 
tines, which he had built in order to fecure th 
command of thg lake, had attacked the Span- 
ards in their quarters, had killed ſeveral of then 
and wounded more, had reduced to aſhes ther 
magazine of proviſions, and carried on hoſttlite 
with ſuch fury, that, though Alvarado and his ma 
defended themſelves with undaunted reſolution 
they mult either be ſoon cut off by famine, a 


fink under the multitude of their enemies. Th 
revolt was excited by motives which rendered! 
ſtill more alarming. On the departure of Cort: 
for Zempoalla, the Mexicans flattered themſelve 
that the long-expe&ed opportunity of reſtori 
their ſovereign to liberty, and of vindicating the 
country from the odious dominion of ſtrangs! 

was at length arrived; that while the forces 


their oppreſlors were divided, and the arms i 


Ol 


: Cortes Relat. 242. D. B. Diaz. c. 110.—125. [4 
rera, dec. 2. lib. 1x. c. 18, &c. Gomara Cron. c. g), & 


an his march, he had not brought matters to ſuch 
a ſpeedy iſlue, even this deciſive victory would 
' } have come too late to have ſaved his companions 
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one party turned againſt the other, they might BOOK i 
| triumph with greater facility over both. Con- v. 9 
ſultations were held, and ſchemes formed with — | 9 


this intention. The Spaniards in Mexico, con- 9 85 | il 
| ſcious of their own feebleneſs, ſuſpected and dread- 0 
ed thoſe machinations. Alvarado, though a gal- _— 
lant officer, poſſeſſed neither that extent 'of capa- | bl 
city, nor dignity of manners, by which Cortes 1 


had acquired ſuch an aſcendant over the minds of 
the Mexicans, as never allowed them to form a juſt _ 9 
eſtimate of his weakneſs or of their own ſtrength. il 
| Alvarado knew no mode of ſupporting his autho- | 
| rity but force. Inſtead of employing addreſs to 
diſconcert the plans or to ſooth the ſpirits of the ja 
d Mexicans, he waited the return of one of their 1 
v8 folemn feſtivals, when the principal perſons in the 
empire were dancing, according to cuſtom, in the 
court of the great temple; he ſeized all the ave- 
nues which led to it, and, allured partly by the 
rich ornaments which they wore in honour of their 
gods, and partly by the facility of cutting off at 
nce the authors of that conſpiracy which he dread- 
en cd, he fell upon them, unarmed and unſuſpicious 
neu of any danger, and maſſacred a great number, 
mie none eſcaping but ſuch as made their way over 
mei the battlements of the temple. An action ſo cruel 
nn and treacherous filled not only the city, but the 
„hole empire, with indignation and rage. All 
TW called aloud for vengeance ; and regardleſs of the 
ed ſafety of their monarch, whoſe life was at the mer- 
ore ey of the Spaniards, or of their own danger in 
evo aſſaulting an enemy who had been ſo long the ob- 
corn ject of their terror, they committed all thoſe acts 


x the of violence of which Cortes received an account, 
nge! 


To him the danger appeared ſo imminent, as He marches 
back to the 
to admit neither of deliberation nor delay. He fet capital. 
out inſtantly with all his forces, and returned from 
Lempoalla with no leſs rapidity than he ue ad- 


THUS 1 
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B K 5 K vanced thither. At Tlaſcala he was joined by two 


1520. 


thouſand choſen warriors. On entering the Mex- 
ican territories, he found that diſaffection to the 


Spaniards was not confined to the capital. Theprin- 


_ cipal inhabitarts had deſerted the towns through 
which he paſſed; no perſon of note appearing to 
meet him with the uſual reſpect ; no proviſion was 


made for the ſubſiſtence of his troops; and though 
he was permitted to advance without oppoſition, 


the ſolitude and filence which reigned in every 


place, and the horror with which the people avoid- 


ed all intercourſe with him, diſcovered a deep- 


rooted antipathy, that excited the moſt juſt alarm. 


But, implacable as the enmity of the Mexicans 
was, they were ſo unacquainted with the ſcience 
of war, that they knew not how to take the pro- 
per meaſures, either for their own ſafety or the de- 
{truQion of the Spaniards, Uninſtructed by their 
former error in admitting a formidable enemy in- 


to their capital, inſtead of breaking down the 


cauſeways and bridges, by which they might have 


June 24- 


Taproper 
conduct of 


incloſed Alvarado and his party, and have effec- 
tually ſtopt the career of Cortes, they again ſuffer. 


ed him to march into the city without moleſtation, 
and to take quiet poſſeſſion of his ancient ſtation, 


Tas tranſports of joy with which Alvarado and 


his ſoldiers received their companions cannot be 
expreſſed. Both parties were 10 much elated, tix 


one with their ſeaſonable deliverance, and the other 


with the great exploits which they had atchieved, 
that this intoxication of ſucceſs ſeems to have 10 


far reached Cortes himſelf, that he behaved on 


this occaſion neither with his uſual ſagacity nor at: 


__ tention. He net only neglected to Viſit Monte. 


zuma, but embittered the inſult by expreſſions fal 
of Contempt for that unfortunate prince and his 
people, The forces of which he had now the 
9 | command, 


temptuous words which Cortes uttered, and re- 


R rage anew. They were now convinced that the 
| intentions of the general were equally bloody with 
thoſe df Alvarado, and that his original purpoſe 


ed courage ſtill more fo. Though the artillery 
| pointed againſt their numerous battali: ons, croud- 
ed together in narrow ſtreets, ſwept off multitudes 
at every diſcharge ; though every blow of the Spa- 
niſn weapons ſell "with mortal. effect upon their 
naked bodies, the impetuoſity of the aſſault did 
| not abate. Freſh men ruſhed forward to occnpsy” 1 
the places of the ſlain, and mecting with the ſame 1 
fate, were ſucceeded by others no eſs intre pid and = 0 
eager on vengeance. The utmoſt efforts of Cor- 

| tes's abilities and experience, ſeconded by the dil- 
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command, appeared to him ſo irreſiſtible, that he BOOK "i 
might afſume an higher tone, and lay aſide the | 9 
maſk of moderation, under which he had hitherto 7585 | 1 
concealed his deſigns. Some Mexicans, who un- 
derſtood the Spaniſh language, heard the con- 


porting them to their countrymen, kindled their 


in viſiting their country „had not been, as he pre- 
tended, to court the alliance of their {overeign, 
but to attempt the conqueſt of his dominions. 


* 


They reſumed their arms with the additional fury Teilen 


hoſtility of 


| which this diſcovery inſpired, attacked a conſide- the Nn i 
rable body of Spaniards who were marching cos ö 


wards the great ſquare in which the public market 


was held, and compelled them to retire with fome- 
E loſs. Embolds ed by this fucceſs, and delighted 
to find that their oppreſſors were not invincible, 


tney advanced next day with extraordinary mat- 5 
tial pomp to aſſault the Spamards in their quarters. 
Their number was formidable, and their undaunt- 


aplined valour of his troops, were hardly (uſſici- 


ent to defend their fortifications, into which the 
enemy were more than once on dhe point of forc- . 
ng their way. 
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B OOK Corrxs beheld, with wonder, the implacable 


V. 
— 
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ferocity of a people, who ſeemed at firſt to ſub- 
mit tamely to the yoke, and had continued fo lon 


| Dittefs of paſſive under it. The ſoldiers of Narvaez, who 


Sa fondly imagir ed that they followed Cortes to 


ſhare in the ſpoils of a rap empire, were 
aſtoniſhed to find that they were involved in a 
Ws war, with an enemy whoſe vigour was 
ſtill unbroken, and loudly execrated their own 
weakneſs, in giving ſuch eaſy credit to the delu- 


tie promiſes of their new leader *. But ſurpriſe 


and complaints were of no avail. Some immedi- 
ate and extraordinary effort was requiſite to extri- 

cate themſelves out of their preſent ſituation. As 
ſoon as the approach of evening induced the Mex- 
icans to retire, in compliance with their national 
cuſtom of ceafing from hoſtilities with the ſetting 
ſun, Cortes began to prepare for a ſally, with ſuch 
a conſiderable force, as might either drive the ene- 
my out of the city, or compel them to liſten to 
terms of accommodation, 


Eortesat= ' HE conducted, in perſon, the troops deſtined 


tacks them 


without face for this important ſervice, Every invention known 
ces. in the European art of war, as well as every pre. 
caution, ſuggeſted by his long acquaintance with 

the Indian mode of fighting, were employed to 

_ enſure ſucceſs. But he found an enemy prepared 

and determined to oppoſe him. The force of the 

| Mexicans was greatly augmented by freſh troops 

- which poured in continually from the country, and 

their animoſity was in no degree abated. They 

were led by their nobles, inflamed by the exhorti- 


tions of their prieſts, and fought in deſence of thei N 


: temples and families, under the eye of their gods 
and! in preſence of their wives and children. Not 
will 


® B, Diaz. c. 126. 
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tempt of danger and death, wherever the Spaniards 


99 
withſtanding their numbers, and enthuſi iſtic con- B O O K 


V. 


could cloſe with them, the ſuperiority of their 


diſcipline and arms obliged them to give way. 
But in narrow ftreets, and where many of the 
bridges of communication were broken down, 
they could ſeldom come to a fair rencounter, and 
the Spaniards, as they advanced, were expoſed to 
ſhowers-of arrows and ſtones from the tops of the 


vaſt numbers of the Mexicans fell, and part of the 


- # city was burnt, the Spaniards, weary with the 
i- # ſlaughter, and haraſſed by multitudes which ſuc- 
8 ceſſively relieved each other, were obliged at length 
x- # to retire, with the mortification of having accom- 


al pliſhed nothing ſo decilive as to compentate the 


ng unuſual calamity of twelve ſoldiers killed, and 


ich above ſixty wounded. Another fally, made With 
16- greater force, was not more effectual, and in it the 


0 general himlelf was wounded in the hand. 


* Cortes now perceived, too late, the fatal error e. 
ned into which he had been betrayed by his OWN con- ſlain. 


un tempt of the Mexicans, and was ſatisfied that he 


pre. could neither maintain his preſent ſtation in the 
with centre of an hoſtile city, nor retire from it with- 
4 out the moſt imminent danger. One reſource 
ard {till remained, to try what effect the interpoſition 
fte of Montezuma might have to ſooth or overawe 
00Ps his ſubjects, When the Mexicans approached | 
and next morning to renew the aſſault, that unfortunate 


They | prince, at the mercy of the Spaniards, and reduc- 


ort: ed to the ſad neceſſity of becoming the inftru- 
f thenſ® ment of his own diſgrace, and of the ſlavery of 
gods his people T, advanced to the battlements in his 
Not 1 „ 8 


with 


+ See NOT E XXL 


houſes. After a day of inceſſant exertion, though 


1. 


ezum 


99 
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BO OKroyal robes, and with all the pomp in which he 


V. 
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uſed to appear on ſolemn occaſions. At 17 of 


their ſovereign, whom they had long been accuſ- 
tomed to honour, and almoſt to revere as a god, 


the weapons dre pt from their hands, every tongue 


was ſilent, all bowed their heads, and many pro- 
ſtrated themſelves on the ground. Montezuma 


ddreſſed them with every argument that could 


mitigate their rage, or perſuade them to ceaſe from 
hoſtilities. When he ended his diſcourſe, a ſullen 


murmur of diſapprobation run through the crowd, 


te this ſucceeded reproaches and threats; and their 
fury riſing in a moment above every reſtraint of 
decency or reſpect, flights of arrows and volleys 
of ſtones poured in fo violently npon the ramparts, 


that before the Spaniſh ſoldiers, appointed to cover 


Montezuma with their buck lers, had time to lift 
them in his defence, two arrows wounded the un- 


happy monarch, and the blow of a itqne on his 
temple ſtruck him to the ground. On { 
tall, the Mexicans were ſo much aſtoniſhe 


ing him 
5 that, 
with a tranſition not uncommon in popular tu— 


mults, they paſſed in a moment from one extreme 


to the other, remorſe ſucceeded to inſult, and they 
fed with korror, as if the vengeance of Heaven 
were purſuing the crime which they had commit- 
ted. The Spaniards, without moleſtation, carricd 
Montez uma to his apartraents, and Cortes haſten- 
ed thither to conſole him under his misfortunc 
But the unhappy monarch now perceived how I 
he was ſunk; and the haughty ſpirit which ſeemec 


0 have been fo long extinct, returning, he {corned 


to tarvive this laſt humiliat ion, and to protract a- an 
Snominious te, not only as the priſoner and too! 


of his enemies, but as the object of contempt «© 
deteſtation among his fubjects. In a tranſport ot 
rage he tore the Dandages from his wounds, and 


rel fuſed, with tuch ODIUNAcy, to take any nouriſh— 
ment, 
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ment, that he ſoon ended his wretched days, re- BOOK 


7 jecting with diſdain all the ſolicitations of tlie Spa- 


niards-to embrace the C hriſtian faith. 


Upon the death of Montezuma, Cortes having 
loft all hope of bringing the Mexicans to any ac- 
commodation, ſaw no proſpect of ſafety but in at- 
tempting a retreat, and began to prepare for it. 


But a ſudden motion of the Mexicans engaged him 


in new conflicts. They took poſſeſſion of a high 
tower in the great temple which overlooked the 


Spaniſh quarters, and placing there a garriſon of 


their principal warriors, not a Spaniard could ſtir 
without being expoſed to their millile weapons. 
From this Polt it was neceſſary to diſlodge them 
at any riſk ; and Juan de Eicobar, with a nume- 


rous detachment of choſen ſoldiers, was ordered to 
make the attack. But Eſcobar, though a gallant 


officer, and at the head of troops accuſtomed to 


V. 
4 — 
15 20. 


EW con- 


flicts. 


conquer, and who now fought under the eyes of 


ſenſible that not only the reputation but the ſafety 
of his army depended on the ſucceſs of this aflault, 


their countrymen, was thrice repulſed. Cortes, 


ordered a Lek ler to be tied to his arm, as ne could | 
not manage it with his wounded hand: and ruthed 
with his drawn {word into the thickeſt af the com- 


batants. Encouraged by the preſence of their ge- 


neral, the Spaniards returned to the charge with 


| they had intended to lay down their arms, and 
| 1 ſeizing 


OP 


| {uch vigour, that they gradually forced their way. 
; up the ſteps, and drove the Mexicans to the plat- 
form at the top of the tower. There a dreadful 
| carnage began, when two young Mexicans of 
| high rank, obſerving Cortes as he animated his 
| loldiers by his voice and example, reſolved to ſa- 
crifice their own lives in order to cut off the author 
of all the calamities which deſolated their country. 
| They approached him in a ſupplicant poſture, as if 
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B 0 o k ſeizing him in a moment, hurried him towards the 
* pattlements, over which they threw themſelves 

PP headlong, in hopes of dragging him along to be 
1520. daſhed in pieces by the ſame fall. But Cortes, 
by his ſtrength and agility, broke loſe from their 
graſp, and the gallant youths periſhed in this ge- 
nerous, though unſucceſsful, attempt to ſave their 
country. As ſoon as the Spaniards became ma- 

ſters of the tower, they ſet fire to it, and, without 


cheir retreat, 


de Spanj= THIS became the more neceſſary, as the Mexi- 
acceadandon cans were fo much aſtoniſhed at the laſt effort of 
een the Spaniſh valour, that they began to change their 
whole ſy ſtem of hoſtility, and inftead of inceſſant 


and breaking down the cauſeways, to cut off the 
communication of the Spaniards with the conti- 
nent, and thus to ſtarve an enemy whom they 
could not ſubdue. The firſt point to be deter- 
mined was, whether they ſhould march out openly 
in the face of day, when they could diſcern ever) 
danger, and fee how to regulate their own motions, 
as well as how to reſiſt the aſſaults of the enemy; 
or whether they ſhould endeavour to retire ſecretly 
in the night. The latter was preferred, partly from 
hopes chat their national ſuperſtition would reſtrain 
the Mexicans from venturing to attack them in the 
night, and partly from their own fond belief in the 
| predictions of a private ſoldier, who, having ac- 
quired univerſal credit by a ſmattering of learning, 
and his pretenſions ta aftrology, boldly alfurce 
them of ſucceſs, if they made rheir retreat in this 
manner. They began to move, towards mid: 
night, in three diviſions. Sandoval led the van; 
Pedro Alvarado, and Velaſquez de Leon, had the 
conduct of the rear; and Cortes commanded it 
the centre, . here he paced the priſoners, among 
whon: 
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farther moleſtation, continued the preparations for 


attacks, endeavoured, by barricading the ſtreets, 
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whom were a ſon and two daughters of Monte-B O OK 
zuma, together with ſeveral Mexicans of anne... 
on, the artillery, the baggage, and a portable bridge —_—_ 
of timber, intended to be laid over the breaches in * 
the cauſeway. They marched in profound ſilence 
along the cauſeway which led to Tacuba, becauſe 
it was ſhorter than any of the reſt, and, lying moſt 
remote from the road towards Tlaſcala and the 
ſea coaſt, had been left more entire by tne Mexi- 
cans. They reached the firſt breach in it without 


moleſtation, hoping that their retreat Was undit- 
covered. 


Bur the Mexicans, unperceived, had not only Attckedby 
watched all their motions with attention, but had eget 
made proper diſpoſitions for a moſt formidable at- 
tack. While the Spaniards were intent upon 
placing their bridges in the breach, and occupied 
in conducting their horſes and artillery along it, 
they were ſuddenly alarmed with the tremendous 
ſound of warlike inſtruments, and a general ſhout | 
from an innumerable multitude of enemies; the 
lake was covered with canoes , flights of arrows, : 8 5 
and ſhowers of ſtones poured 1 in upon them from 
every quarter ; the Mexicans ruſhing forward to 
the charge with fearleſs impetuoſity, as if they 
hoped in that moment to be avenged for all their 


| wrongs. Unfortunately the wooden bridge, by 


the weight of the artillery, was wedged ſo tail into 
the ſtones and mud, that it was impothible to re- 


move it. Diſmayed at this accident, the Spaniards 
advanced with precipitation towards the ſecond 
breach. The Mexicans hemmed them in on every 
| fide, and though they defended themſelves with 
| their uſual courage, yet crouded as they were on 
a narrow cauſeway, their diſcipline and military 
| ſkill were of little avail, nor did the obſcurity of 
the night permit them to derive great advantage 


from their fire. arms, or the ſuperiority of their 
other 
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BO OK other weapons. All Mexico was now 1n arms ; 
and ſo eager were the people on the deſtruction 
of their oppreſlors, that they who were not near 


1520. enough to annoy them in perſon, impatient of the 


delay, prefled forward with iuch ardour, as drove 
on their countrymen in the front with irreſiſtible 
violence. Freth warriors inſtantly filled the place 
of ſuch as fell. The Spaniards, weary with flaugh- 
ter, and unable to ſuſtain the weight of the torrent 
that poured in upon them, began to give way. In 
a moment the confuſion was univerſal ; horſe and 
foot, officers and ſoldiers, friends and enemies, 
were mingled together; and while all fought, and 
many fell, they could hardly diſtinguiſh from 
V hat hand the blow came. Eu 


Their dif- CoRTES, with about a hundred foot ſoldiers 
ters, and a few horſe, forced his way over the two re- 
maining breaches in the cauſeway, the bodies of 

the dead ſerving to fill up the chaſms, and reached 

the main land. Having formed them as ſoon as 

they arrived, he returned with ſuch as were yet ca- 

pable of ſervice, to aſſiſt his friends in their retreat, 


and to encourage them, by his preſence and ex- 


_ ample, to perſevere in the efforts requiſite to effect 
it. He met with part of his ſoldiers, who had broke 
through the enemy, but found many more over- 
whelmed by, the multitude of their aggreſſors, or 

periſhing in the lake; and heard the piteous la- 

mentations of others, whom the Mexicans, having 
taken alive, were carrying off in triumph to be ſa- 

_ crificed to the god of war. Before day, all who 
had eſcaped aſſembled at Tacuba. But when the 
morning dawned, and diſcovered to the view of 

Cortes his ſhattered battalion, reduced to leſs than 
half its number, the ſurvivors dejected, and moſt 
of them covered with wounds, the thoughts of 
what they had ſuffered, and the remembrance of 
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and baggage, were loſt; 


of their own inconſiderate avarice. 


many diſaſters, it was ſome conſolation to find that 
Aguilar and Marina, whole function as interpreters 


was of ſuch ellen: ia! importance, ha d made their 


eſcape . 


ter for his wearied tre Ops 
feſted them on every fide, and the pegple of Lacu- 
ba began to take arms, he could not continue in his 
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ſo many faithful friends and | galla nt followers, whoB O OK 


had fallen in that night of torrow *, pierced his 
ſoul with ſuch angui h, that while he was forming 
their ranks, and illuing iome neceſſary orders, his 
ſoldiers oblerved the tears trickling from his eyes, 


T5 
and remarked, with much ſatisfaction, that while 


attentive to the duties of a general, he was not 


inſenſible to the feelings of a man. 


In this fatal retreat 'many officers of diltington 


periſhed +, and among theite V elatquez de Leon, 


V. 


and tots. 


who having forſaken the party of his kinſman, the 


governor of Cuba, to follow the fortune of his 


companions, was, on that account, as well as for 
his ſuperior merit, reſpected by them as the ſecond 


perſon in the army. All the artillery, ammunition, 


the greater part of the 
horſes, and above two thouſand Tlaſcalans, were 


killed, and only a very ſmall portion of the treaſure 


for many of the 


tarded their flight, fell, ignominiouſly, the victims 
Amidit 10 


Thr firſt care © of Carton 


was to find ſome ſhel- 
for as the Viexicans in- 


Pielent 


* + Noche Trifle | is the name * which it is ſtil! diflingnithed 3 in 
New Spain. + See NO PE XXII. Cortes Relat. 
. 248, B. Diaz. c. 128, Gomara Cron. c. 09 Herrera, 


| bcc. 2, lib. X; C. 11, 12. 


which they had amaſſed was ſaved. This, which 
had been always their chief object, proved now a 
great cauſe of their calamity; 
ſoldiers having ſo overloaded themſelves with bars 
| of gold as rendered them unfit for action, and re- 
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BOOK preſent ſtation. He directed his march towards 
V. the riſing ground, and having fortunately diſco- 

. vered a temple ſituated on an eminence, took 
poſſeſſion of it. There he found not only the 
Reiter for which he wiſhed, but, what was no 
leſs wanted, ſome proviſions to refreſh his men; 
and though the enemy did not intermit their at- 
tacks throughout the day, they were with little 
diffculty prevented from making any 1mpreſlion, 
During this time Cortes was engaged in deep 
_ conſultation with his officers, concerning the route 
which they ought to take in their retreat. They 
were now on the weſt fide of the lake. Tlaſcal, | 
the only place where they could hope for a friend- Þþ 
ly reception, uy about ſixty-four miles to the caſt ! 
of Mexico “*; ſo that they were obliged to go Þ » 
round the north end of the lake before they could Þ © 
fall into the road which led thither. A Tlaſcalan I t. 
ſoldier undertook to be their guide, 4 conducted N ec 
them through a country in Tome places marſhy, 
in others mountainous, in all ill-cultivated 5 #l 
thinly peopled. They marched for {1x days with N er 
little reſpite, and under continual alarms, nume- 
rous bodies of the Mexicans hovering around them, 
ſometimes haraſſing them at a diſtance with thei 
miſſile weapons, and ſometimes attacking them 
cloſely in front, in rear, in flank, with great bold- 
neſs, as they now knew that they were not 1nvin- 
| cible. Nor were the fatigue and danger of thot: 
inceſſant conflicts the worlt evils to which they 
were expoſed, As the barren country througt 
which they paſſed afforded hardly any proviſions 
they were reduced to feed on berries, roots, and 
the ſtalks of green maize; and at the very time 
that famine was depreſſing their ſpirits and walt-W 
ing their ſtrength, their ſituation required the moi 
vigorous and unremitting exertions of courage 
| and activity. Amidſt thoſe complicated diſtreſſes 
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| HISTORY OF AMERICA, = 
one circumſtance ſupported and animated the B O OK 
Spaniards. Their commander ſuſtained this ſad V. 
reverſe of fortune with unſhaken magnanimit 
His preſence of mind never forſook him; his fa 
gacity foreſaw every event, and his vigilance pro- 
vided for it. He was foremoſt in every danger, | 1 
and endured every hardſhip with cheerfulneſs. ) | 
© # The difficulties with which he was ſurrounded — 
ſeemed to call forth new talents; and his ſoldiers, 
? Þ though deſpairing themſelves, continued to follow 
1 him with increaſing confidence in his abilities. 


1520. : | 


a, Ox the ſixth day they reached Otumba, not Battle t | 
4. far from the road between Mexico and Tlaſcala, Otumba. — 
if Early next morning they began to advance to vi 
wards it, flying parties of the enemy ſtill hanging LR 
11d on their rear; and amidft the inſults with which 1 
jan they accompanied their hoſtilities, Marina remark- _ ; 
ted ed that they often exclaimed with exultation, 
hy, * Go on, robbers; go to the place where you 
and ſhall quickly meet the vengeance due to your 
vi crimes,” The meaning of this threat the Spaniards 1 
me- ¶ did not comprchend, tintil they reached the ſum- 1 
em, I mit of an eminence before them. There a { paci- Fl 
their Nous valley opened to their view, covered with a | 
hen Walt army, extending as far as the. eye could reach. | 0 
50d -The Mexicans, While with one body of their 1 
\vin- Nroops they haraſſed the Spaniards in their retreat, 
thoſe Ntad aſſembled their principal force on the other 
the ide of the lake; and marching along the road 
ouch Phich led directly to Tlaſcala, "poſted it in the 
fions plain of Otumba, through which they knew Cor- 
„ ani ks muſt pals. 'At the ſight of this incredible 
bim pultitude, which they could ſurvey at once from 
"wal ſe riſing gronnd, the Spaniards were aftonithed, 
> molt Ind even the boldeſt be gan to deſpair. But Cor- 
ouragſs without allowing leilure for their fears to ac- 
welle ure ſtrength by reflection, after warning them 
bY that © no alternative now remained "but to 
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3 O OK conquer or to die, led them inſtantly to the charge. 


N 


advanced from another, and the Spaniar 


the mountains. The Spaniards, unable to pur Poa, 
them far, returned to collect the ſpoils of the fich 
_ winch were fo valuable as to be ERR compenta 


The Mexicans waited their approach with unuſual 
fortitude. Such, however, was the ſuperiority of 


the Spaniſh diſcipline and arms, that the impreſ- 
fion of this ſmall body was irreſiſtible ; and which- 
ever way 1ts force was directed, 1t penetr ted and 

. diſperſed the moſt numerous battalions. 


tneie gave way in one quarter, new cot 


{ucceſsrul in every attack, were ready to {ink un- 


der thoſe repeated efforts, without ſeeing any end 


to their toil, or any hope of victory. At that 
time Cortes obſerved the great ſtandard of the 


empire, which was carried before the Mexican 


general, advancing ; and fortunately recollecting 


to have heard, that on the fate of it depended the | 
event of every battle, he aſſembled a few of 1 | 
braveſt officers, whoſe horſes w ere {till capable of 
| ſervice, and placing himſelf at their head, pute F 
forward towards the ſtandard with an impetuoſit A 
which bore down every thing before it. A choftn 2 
body of nobies, who guarded the ſtandard, mad: . 
forme reſiſtance, but were ſoon broken. Cortes 
with a ſtroke of his la ince, wounded the Mexicaþ 
general, and threw him to the ground. One 0 n 
his followers alighting, put an end to his life, and ni 
laid hold of the imperial ſtandard. The momenmſf vc 
that their leader fell, and the ſtandard, toward in 
which all directed their eyes, diſa ppeared, an me 
verſal panic ſtruck the Mexicans, and, as if ng 
bond which held them together had been diſſoh 
ed, every enſign was lowered, each ſoldier treffe 
away his weapons, and fled with precipitation ole 


tion for the wealth which they had loſt in Meier 
for in the enemy's army were molt of their Pi ; 
oi 


71 
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ji 

5 4 

6 5 . F | | | Mt 
cipal warriors, dreſſed out in their richeſt oriig- 2.72.0 „ 
ments, as if they had been marching to aſfured. 
victory. Next day, to their great joy they enter- 1 N 1 
ed the Tlaſcalan territories *, a July 8. {| 
Bu r, amidit their ſatisfaction in having got be- Recep gk 
yond the precincts of an hoſtile country, they could the Spagi= i 
a 0.9 COUSIN — 1 

not look forward without ſolicitude, as they Were aa. 0 


ſtill uncertain what reception they might meet with 


from allies, to whom they returned in a condition 
l very difterent from that in which they had lately 
1 ſet out from their dominions. Happily for them, 


the enmity of the Tlaſcalans to the Mexican name 
was ſo inveterate, their deſire to avenge the death 
of their country men fo vehement, and the aſcend- 
ant which Cortes had acquired over the chiefs of 
the republic fo complete, that, far from enter- 
| taining a thought of taking any advantage of the 
diſtreſſed ſituation in which they beheld the Spa- 
| mards, they received them with a tenderneſs and 
| cordlality which quickly diſſipated all their ſuſpi- 


| CIONS, 


Sou interval of tranquillity and indulgence was New delibe- ft 
now abſolutely neceſſary; not only that the Spa- 88 = 
nmards might give attention to the cure of their | | 
wounds, which had been too long neglected, but 

in order to recruit their ſtrength, exhauſted by ſuch 

a long ſucceſſion of fatigue and hardſhips. Dur- 

ing this, Cortes learned that he and his compa- | 
Mons were not the only Spaniards who had felt 4 
e effects of the Mexican enmity. A conſider- pa 
ple detachment, which was marching from Zem- 

oalla towards the capital, had been cut off by 

e people of Tepeaca. A ſraaller party, return 

pen ug from Tlaſcala to Vera Cruz, with the ſhare of 


„ g 1 


1 | | | | | 
Cortes relat. p. 219. B. Diaz c. 128. Gomara Cron. c. 
20. Herrera, dec. 2. lib. x. c. 12, 13. — 
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BO OK the Mexican gold allotted to the garriſon, had 


been ſurpriſed and deſtroyed in the mountains. 
At a juncture when the life of every Spaniard was 
of importance, ſuch loſſes were deeply felt. The 


ſchemes which Cortes was meditating rendered 


them pecularly afflictive to him. While hisenemiecs, 


and even many of his own followers, conſidered 


the diſaſters which had befallen him as fatal to the 
progreſs of his arms, and imagined that nothing 


now remained but ſpeedily to abandon a country 


which he had invaded with unequal force, his 
mind, as eminent for perſeverance as for enter- 


' priſe, was ſtill bent on accompliſhing his original 


purpoſe, of ſubjecting the Mexican empire to the 


crown of Caſtile. Severe and unexpected as the 


check was which he had received, it did not ap- 


pear to him ſufficient reaſon for relinquiſhing the 
_ conqueſts which he had already made, or again: 
reſuming his operations with better hopes of ſuc- 


ceſs. The colony at Vera Cruz was not only ſaſe. 


but had remained unmoleſted. The people of 


Zempoalla and the adjacent diſtricts had diſcover: 
ed no ſymptoms of defection, The Tlaſcalans 
continued faithful to their alliance. On their mar. 
tial ſpirit, eaſily rouzed to arms, and inflamed 


with implacable hatred of the Mexicans, he de- 


pended for powerful aid. He had ſtill the com. 


mand of a body of Spaniards, equal in number to 


that with which he had opened his way into the 
centre of the empire, and had taken poſſeſſion o 


the capital; ſo that with the benefit of greater ex. 
perience, as well as more perfect knowledge 0! 


the country, he did not deſpair of quickly rec0- 
vering all that he had been deprived of by unto 
wa d events. ; 


The mea - FULL of this idea, he courted the Tlaſcals" 


fuics he 
takes. 


chizfs with ſuch attention, and diſtributed ami 


then 
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require of the republic. He drew a ſmall ſupply 
of ammunition, and two or three beet cel, 
from his ſtores at Vera Cruz. He diſpatched an 
officer of confidence with four ſhips of Narvaez's 


fleet to Hiſpaniola and Jamaica, to engage adven- 


turers, and to purchaſe horſes, gunpowder, and 
other military ſtores. As he knew that it would 
be vain to attempt the reduction of Mexico, unleſs 
he could ſecure the command of the lake, he gave 
orders to prepare in the mountains of Tlatcala 
materials for building twelve brigantines, fo as 
they might be carried thither in pieces ready to 


be put together, and la anched when he ſtood i in | 


need of their ſervice * 
Bur While, with provident attention, 


on of his meaſures, an obſtacle aroſe in a quarter 
where it was leaſt ſuſpe cted, but moſt formidable. 


| The ſpirit of diſcontent and mutiny broke out in 


his own army. Many of Narvaez's foll\vers were 


101 
them ſo liberally the rich ſpoils of Otumba, that B O 0 K 
he was ſecure of obtaining whatever he ſhould 1 EE 


1520. 


he was Mutinous 


taking thoſe e ſteps towards the « executi- Pit of his 
COST 


planters rather than ſoldiers, and had accompanied 


him to New Spain with {anguine hopes of obtain- 


ing ſettlements, and litile inclination to engage in 
the hardſhips and dangers of war. As the fame 


motives has induced them to enter into their new _. 


engagements with Cortes, they no ſooner became 
xcquainted with the nature of the ſervice, than 
they bitterly repented of their choice. Such of 
them as had the good fortune to ſurvive the peril- 
ous adventures in which their own e 
had involved them, happy in having made thei 

eicape, trembled at the thoughts of being ae 
ed a ſecond time to ſimilar calamities. As ſoon as 


| they diſcovered the intenmion of Cortes, they began 


ret 


* Cortes Relat. p. 253. E. Gomara Cron c 117 
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= ployed arguments, entreaties, 
- convince or to ſooth them; though his own ſoldiers, 
animated with the ſpirit of their leader, warmly 


Means he 


employs to 


revive their 
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BO 0 K fecretly to murmur and cabal, and waxing gra- 


dually more audacious, they, in a body, offered a 
remonſtrance to their general againſt the impru- 
dence of attacking a powerful empire with his 


ſhattered forces, and formally required him to 


tead them back directly to Cuba. Though Cor- 
tes, long practiſed in the arts of command, em- 
and preſents, to 


ſeconded his endeavours ; he found their fears too 


| 
. 
violent and deep-rooted to be removed, and the 


_ utmoſt he could effect was to prevail with them 10 
to defer their departure for ſome time, on a prc- ſÞ ? 
mile that he would, at a more proper juncture, = 7 
diſmiſs ſuch as ſhould deſire it. F 
F! 

Tuar the malcontents might have no ret of . 
brood over the cauſes of their diſaffection, he e- , 
ſolved inſtantly to call forth his troops into action. 1 


confidence. 


Auguſt. 


3 e ee to chaſtiſe the people of TIO 5 


ed to be compoſed moſtly of ſoldiers who ha: 


for the outrage which they had committed; and 
as the detachment which they had cut off happer- 


ſerved under Narvaez, their companions, from !: 
deſire of vengeance, engaged more willingly i 

this war. He took the command in perton, ac: 
companied by a numerous body of Tlaſcalan: 

and in the ſpace of a few weeks, after various 
encounters, with great flaughter of the Tepeacais 
reduced that province to fubjection. During ie. 
veral months, while he waited for the Capplics © ot 
men and ammunition which he expected, and «4 
carrying on his preparations for conſtructing ti 
brigantines, he kept his troops conſtantly emplo)- 
ed in various expeditions againſt the adjac1! 
Provinces, all of which were conducted with an 
uniform tenour of ſucceſs. By theſe, his me 
became again accuſtomed to victory, and chatte 
ed their wonted ſenſe ot ſuperiority; the Mex 


Pan 
444d 


ſtendard of 
| were deſtined 10 join“ 0 
more eonſiderable 
| ieparately, 
ted out by Franciſco de = OY 
| maica, who being poſſefſed with the rage of diteo- 
very and conqueſt which animated every 9 55 
mard ſettled in | 


Wo 
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can power was weakened , the Tlaſcalan warriorsB O O K 


acquired the habit of acting i in conjunction with 
the Spaniards; and chiefs of the republic delight- 
ed to ſee their country enriched with the ſpoils 
of all the people around them, and aſtoniſhed 
every day with freſh diſcoveries of the irreſiſtible 
proweſs of their allies, dechned no effort re- 
quiſite to ſupport them. 


ALL thoſe preparatory arrangements, however, suensthen— 


though the moſt prudent and eficacious which the 


Of tins he was 0 deeply ten- 
ſible, that it was the chief ob ect of His thoughts 


110 
and wiſhes; and yet His only proſpect of obtain- 


ing 1t, 8 the return ct the officer whom he bad 


nt to the iſles to ſolicit aid, was both diſtant and 
ancertain, But 


what neither his own [agacity 
nor power C could have procured, he owed to a 


tes of fortunate and unforeieen incidents. The 


governor of Cuba, to whom the ſucceſs of Nar- 
Vaez appeared an event of infallible certainty 


having lent two ſmall ſhips after him vith new 


inſtructions and a upp ot men and military 
ſtores, the officer whom Cortes had appointed tc 
command on the coaſt, aitiully decoyed them 
into the harbour of 5 ſelzed the veſſe 
and eaſily perſnaded the tfoldiers to follow t 
more able leader than him whom the: 
Soon after, three ſhips of 
came into the barbom 
ged to an armament fit- 
governor of Ja- 


_ 


'Theſe bels 


18 3 
America, hn q 1 . 84 Ae Qt 
; 110 


103 


15 20. 


ed by ſcveral 
rc1Norces 


| fituation of Cortes allowed him to make, would ments. 
have been of little avail, without a einer ment 


of ſpaniſh ſoldiers. 
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Ofober 28. 


of their countrymen. 
proof againſt the ſplendid hopes and promiſes 
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BOOK intruding into ſome diſtrict of New Spain, and di- 
V. viding with Cortes the glory and gain of annexing 


that empire to the crown of Caſtile. They unadviſ- 
edly made their attempt on the northern provinces, 


where the country was poor and the people fierce 


and warlike; and, after a cruel ſucceſſion of diſ- 
alters, famine compelled them to ventũre into 
Vera Cruz and caſt themielves upon the merc; 
Their fidelity was not 


whicn had {educed other adventurers, and, as if 
the ſSirit of revolt had been contagious in New 


Spain, they likewiſe abandoned the maſter whom 


they were bound to ſerve, and enliſted under Coi. 
tes. Nor was it America alone that furniſhed 
ſuch unexpected aid. A ſhip arrived from Spain, 
freighted by ſome private merchants with milita- 
ry ſtores, in hopes of a profitable market in a 


country, the fare of whole opulence began to 


ſpread over Europe. Cortes cagerly purchaſed a 
cargo which to him was invaluable, and the crew, 
follow! ing the general example Joined: him at 
Tlat Cala +. 


From thoſe various quarters, the army of Cor- 


tes was augmented with an hundred and eighty 
men, 


and twenty horſes, a reinforcement tec 
inconſiderabte' to produce any conſequence which 
would intitle it to have been mentioned 1n the 
hiſtory. of other parts of the globe. But in that 
of America, where great revolutions were brought 
about by cauſes which ſeem to bear no proportion 


to their effects, ſuch ſmall events riſe into Imp: 


tance, becauſe they were ſufficient to decide with 
reſpect to the fate of kingdoms. Nor is it the leak 
remarkable inſtance of the fngular felicity con 


ſpicuous in any paſſages of Cortes 8 SHY that the 
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„ 
two perde chiefly inſtrumental in furniſhing him BO OK 
with thoſe ſeaſonable ſupplies ſhould be an avowed V. 
enerny Who aimed as his deſtruction, and an en- 
vious rival Who wiſhed to ſupplant him. e 
Tur firſt effect of the junction with his new Number cf 
followers was to enable him to diſmiſs ſuch of bis forces. 
Narvaez's ſoldiers as remained with reluctance in 
his ſervice. After their departure, he ſtill muſ- 
tered five hundred and fifty infantry, of which 
fourſcore were armed with muſkets or croſs-bows, 
forty horſemen, and a train of nine field- Pieces! 
At the head of theſe, accompanied by ten thou- 
ſand Tlaſcalans and other friendly Indians, Cor- 
tes began his march towards Mexico, on tlie 
tuenty⸗ eighth of December, ſix months after his 
fatal retreat from that city +: 
8 NoR did he advance to attack an enemy un- Preparations 
prepared to receive him. Upon the death of eng as 
Montezuma, the Mexican chiefs, in whom the their defence 
„naht of electing the emperor was velted, nad 1n- 


it ſantly raiſed his brother Quetlavaca to the throne, 
lis avowed and inveterate enmity to the Spa- 


IF niras, would have been ſufficient to gain their 
5 {uffrages, although he had been leſs diſtinguiſhed 


* for courage and capacity. He had an imme 
„ date opportunity of ſhewing that he was worthy 
vo. of their choice, by conducting in perſon, thoſe 


abandon his capital; and as ſoon as their retreat 
[meaſures for preventing their return to Mexico, 


dit (played in drivi ing them out of it. As from 


Cortes Relat, 255, E. + Relat, 256, A. B. Diaz. e. 137. 


mT ierce attacks which compelled the S. paniards 8 
afforded him any reſpite from action, he took 


with prudence equal to the ſpirit which he had 


the 
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V. ed with the motions and intentions of Cortes, he 
obſerved the ſtorm that was gathering, and pe- 
gan early to provide againſt it. He repaired 
what the Sparuards had ruined in the city, and 


1520, 


was, to deprive the Spaniards of the advantage 
which they derived from the friendihip of the 
- _'Tlaſcalans, by endeavouring to perſuade that peo- 


ik ple torenounce all connection with men who Were 
1 not only avowed enemies of the gods whom they 
1 worſhipped, but who would not fail to ſubject 
Jil them at laſt to the lame yoke, which they were 
ll i now inconliderably lending their aid 10 1MPpot 
Wi upon Others. 1 heſe repreſentations, no 8 Ro 
1 king than well-for nded, were urged fo fore 

| by his ambaſſadors, that it required 2 A the: x; 


dreſs of Cortes to prevent their making a dan: 
ous impreſſion +. 
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Bur while Quetlavaca was arranging his pie! 
of defence, with a degree of ſoreſight uncorum. 
in an Amer can, his days were cut ſhort | M th 
1 5  ſmall-pox. This diſte >Mmper which raged at that cm 
| in New Spain with fatal m aligniry, was unkn 
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BO OK the vicinity of Tlaſcala he could not be acquaint- 


1 ſtrengthened it wich ſuch new fortifications as the 
1 ſkill of his ſubjects was capable of erecting, 
19 Beſide filling his magazines with the uſual weapons 
17 of war, he gave direction to make long ſpears, 
| | headed with the ſwords and daggers taken Sb 
1 the Spaniards, in order to annoy the cavalry, 
Il He fummoncd the people in every is of 
141 the empire to take arms againſt their oppreſſors, 
1 as an encouragement to exert themſelves w th 
15 vigour, he promiſed them exemption from all the 
16 taxes which his predeceſſors had impoſed *. But 
yi what he laboured with the Gen © carneftneh, 


— — ——— 


1 

in'that quarter of the globe, until it was modus BOOK "1M 
by the Europeans, and may be reckoned among V. 11 
the greateſt 1 7 mities brought upon them by their 
invaders. s ſtead the Mexicans raiſed to the . 
throne Guatimozin, nephew and ſon-in-law of 
Montezuma, a young man of ſuch high reputation 
for abilities and valour, that in this dangerous Cri- 


ſis, his countrymen, with one voice, called him to 
| the ſupreme command x. 


1521. 
As ſoon as Cortes entered the enemy's territo- Certen ad. 
vances to- 
ries, he diſcovered various preparations to 1 wards Mexl. 
his progreſs. But his troops forced their way © 
with httle difficulty, and took pollethion of Te- 
7cuco, the ſecond ety of the empire, ſituated on 
tte banks of the lake, about twenty miles from 
Mexico f. Here he determined to eſtabliſh his 1 
bead-quarters, as the moſt proper ſtation for 1 
- Þ launching his brigantines, as well as for making | 
his approaches to the capital. In order to render 
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2 lis reſidence there more ſecure, he depoſed the | | 
y aeique or chief, who was at the head of that com- Il 14 
+ UF munity, under pretext of ſome defect in his title, = 1 
and ſubRituted in his place a perſon whom a fac- _ "mY 

© tion of the nobles pointed out as the right heir of 3 
„dat dignity. Attached to lim by this ber lefit, the Wo 
„new cazique and his adherents ferved th: - Spaniards lp 
ne 5 with inviolable fide clit; 3 . * 
VA ö 8 1 
Y As the conſtr action of the b rigantines advanced H operat; 4 


ons ſlow and 


lowly under the unfkilful hands of ſoldiers and cautions, 
Indians, whom Cortes was obliged to employ in 
| aliſting three or four carpenters who happened 


+ rio ene 
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a 

e fortuna tely to be in his ſervice, and as he had not 1 
met reccived the reinforcement which ne 1 1 
from 1 j 
B. Diaz. c. 130. + Villa Senor Theatro Americano, i 
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from Hiſpaniola, he was not in a condition to turn 


his arms clirectly againſt the capital. To have 
attacked a city ſo populous, ſo well prepared for 


defence, and in a ſituation of ſuch peculiar ſtrength, 


muſt have expoſed his troops to inevitable deſtruc- 


tion. Three months elapſed before the materials 


for conſtructing the brigantines were finiſhed, and 


attacked ſueceſſively ſeveral of the towns ſituated 


before he heard any thing with reſpect to the ſuc- 
ceſs of his negociation in Hiſpaniola. This, how- 


EVEr, Was 01 a ſeaſon of inaction to Cortes, He 


around the lake; and though all the Mexican 
power was exerted to obſtruct his operations, he 
either compelled them to ſubmit to the Spaniſh 
crown, or reduced them to ruins, Other towns he 
endeayour ed to conciliate by more gentle means, 
and though he could not oy any intercourſe 


with the inhabitants but by the intervention of in- 
terpreters, yet, under all the Advantage of that 


tedious and imperfect mode of communication, he 

had acquired ſuch thorough knowledge of the ſtare 
of the country, as well as of the diipoſit ions ct 
the people, t that he conducted his negociations and 
intrigues with aſtoniſhing dexterity and ſucces. 
Moſt of the cities adjacent to Mexico were origi 


nally the capitals of ſmall independent ſtates ; an 


ſome of them having been but lately annexed io 


the Mexican empire, ſtill retained the remembra 


of their ancient liberty, and bore with impaticnce 
the rigorous yoke of their new maſters. Cortes 
having early obſerved ſymptoms of their Mane 
tion, availed himſelf of this knowledge to g 
their confidence and friendſhip. By offering, with 
confidence, to deliver them from the odious « a 
mmion of the Mexicans, and by liberal promies 
of more indulgent treatment, if they W ould wile 
with him agair aſt their O11 ;preſlors, he prevailed on 
the pee of feveral conſiderable diſtlicts O. on 
10 ac KI 18 edge the King, of Caſtile as their! oe. 
re (Of 
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reign, but to ſupply the Spaniſh camp with pro- BOOK 


viſions, and to ſtrengthen his army with auxiliary 
troops. Guatimozin, on the. fit appearance of 
defection among his fubjects, exerted himſelf with 
vigour to prevent or to puniſh their revolt; but in 
ſpite of his efforts, the ſpirit continued to ren 1d; 


The Spaniards gradually acquired new allies; and 


with deep concern he beheld Cortes arming again! 


his empire thoſe very hands which ought to have 


been active in its defence, and ready T6 advance 


againſt the cap! tal at the head of a numerous body 
of his own ſubjects &. 


WulLE, by thoſe various methods, Cortes was 


gradually circumſcribing the Mexican power with- 


in ſuch narrow limits that his proſpect of overturn- 
ing it ſeemed neither to be uncertain nor remote, 
all his ſchemes were well nigh defeated, by a con- 


| ſpiracy no leſs unexpected t than dangerous: The 


ſoldiers of Narvaez had never united perfectly 
with the original companions of Cortes, nor did 
they enter into his meaſures with the ſame . 
zeal. Upon every occaſton that required any ex 
traordinary effort of courage or of patience, their 


{pirits were apt to fink ; and now, on a near view 


of what they had to encounter, in attempting to 
reduce a city ſo inacceſſible as Mex: ico, and de- 
fended by a numerous army, the ton even 
of thoſe among them who had adhered to Cortes, 


when he was deſerted by their aſſoclates, began 10 


fail. Their fears led them to pre ſumptuo us and 
unioldier- like diſcuſſions concerning the propriety 
Or their general's meaiures, and the improbability 


of their ſucceſs. From theſe they proceeded te 
| cenſure and invectives, and at laſt began to delibe- 
rate how they might provide for their own 


URS 
ſafety. 


* Cortes Relat. 256-260. B. Diaz. c. 137140. Go- 
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be totally negligent. Antonio Villefagna, a pri- 
vate ſoldier, but bold, intriguing, and ſtrongly at- 
tached to Velaſquez, artfully fomented this grow- 
ing ſpirit of diſaifection. His quarters became the 
rendezvous of the malcontents, where, after many 
conſultations, they could diſcover no method of 
checking Cortes in his career, but by aſſaſſinating 
bim and his moſt conſiderable officers, and conter- 
ring the command upon ſome perſon who would 
relinquiſh his wild plans, and adopt meaſures more 


cConſiſtent with the general ſecurity. Deſpair in- 


3 


ſpired them with courage. The hour for perpe- 
trating the crime, the perſons whom they deſtined 
as victims, the officers to ſucceed them in com. 


mand, were all named; and the conſpirators ſign- 


ed an aſſociation, by which they bound themſelc; 


with moſt folemn oaths to mutual fidelity. 
on the evening before the APPomned day, one of 


But 


Cortes's ancient followers, who had been ſeduced 


into the conſpiracy, touched with compunction at 


the imminent danger of a man whom he had long 
| been accuſtomed to revere, or ſtruck with horrg: 


at his own treachery, went privately to his general, 
and revealed to him all that he knew. Cortes, 


though deeply alarmed, diſcerned at once what 
conduct was proper in a ſituation ſo critical. Hz 


repaired inſtantly to Villefagna's quarters, accom- 


panied by ſome of his moft truſty officers. The 


aſtoniſhment and confuſion of the man, at this un- 
expected viſit anticipated the confeſſion of his ow! 
While his attendants ſeized him, Cortes ſnatched 


from his boſom a paper containing the aflociation, 
figned by the conſpirators. 


it, and found there names which filled him with 


furpriſe and ſorrow. But aware how dangerous a 


ſtrict ſcru nin) might prove at ſuch a Juncture, ne 


confined = 


Impatient to know 
how far the defection extended, he retired to read 


oy * 
by 

* 
5 


he was intirely ignorant with reſpect to all the il 


nt, he determined to call forth his troops in Red. 
utely to action. Fortunately, a Proper occaſian 


| building the brigantines were atlenzth 
| finiſhed, and waned only for a body 
| to conduct them to Fezeuco: The command of 
this convoy, conſiſting of two hundred 


| lib, i. c. 1. 
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As the proois of his guilt were mani! elt, he was 
condemned after a ſhort trial, and next morning 
he was ſeen hanging before the door of th houſe | 


11 
confined his judicial inquiries to Willefagna alone. BOOKS 


V. 
1521. 


in which he had lodged. Cortes called his troops 


together, and having explained to them the attro- 
cious purpoſe of the conſpirators, as well as the 


juſtice of the puniſhment inflicted on Villetagna, 
he added, with an appearance of ſatisfaction, | that 


cumſtances of this dark tranſaction, as the t: er, 


| when arreſted, had ſuddenly torn and twallowed 


a paper, which probably. contained an account of 
it, and under the ſevereſt tortures pullcfled ſuch 


conftancy as to conceal the names of his accom- 


plices. This artful declaration reſtored tranquil- 


qui 


lity to many a breaſt that was throbbing, while he 
ipoke, with conſciouſneſs of guilt and dread of 


etection; and by this prudent moderation, Cor- 


tes had the advantage of having diſcovered and of 
being able to obſerve ſuch of hs fol lowers as were 


dilaffected; while they, flattering themtelves that 


their paſt me was unknown, endeavoured to 
avert any ſuſpicion of it, by redoubling their acti- 
vity and zeal in his ſervice *, | | 


Cortes di 4 not. allow them leifare to ru minate His f 
on what had happened; and as the molt effectgal 


means of p: eventing the return of a mutinou 8 11 51— 


for this occurred without his teeming to couft it. 


He received intelligence, that the matesial 's for 
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B O © K ſoldiers, fifteen horſemen, and two field- Pieces, 


V. 
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he gave to Sandoval, w ho, by the vigilance, acti- 


wr yity, and courage which he manifeſted on every 


1521. 


occaſion, was growing daily in his confidence, and 
in the eſtimation of his fellow-ſoldiers. The fer- 


vice was no leſs ſingular than important; the 


beams, the planks, the maſts, the cordage, the fails, 
the icon-work, and all the infinite variety of arti- 
cles requiſite for the conſtruction of thirteen bri- 
gantines, were to be carried ſixty miles over land, 
through a mountainous country, by people who | 


were unacquainted with the miniſtry of domettic 


animals, or the aid of machines to facilitate ny | 


work of labour. The Tlaſcalans furniſhed eigh 


thouſand Jamenes, an inferior order of men deftinel 
for ſervile taſks, to carry the materials on their 


ſhoulders, and appointed fifteen thouſand Warriors 


to accompany and defend them. Sandoval made 


the diſpoſition for their progreſs with great pro- 
priety, placing the Tameres in the centre, one bod) 
of warriors in the front, another in the rear, with 
conſiderable parties to cover the flanks. To each 
of theſe he joined ſome Spaniards, not only to aſl 

them in danger, but to accuſtom them to regula- 
rity and ſubordination. A body fo numerous, 

and ſo much encumbered, advanced leiſurely, bu: 
in excellent- order ; and in ſome places, where i 
was confined by the woods or mountains, the line 


of march extended above ix miles. Parties of 


Mexicans frequently appeared hovering, around 
them on the high grounds; but perceiving no pte 
ſpect of ſucceſs in attacking an enem, continually 
on his guard, and prepared to receive them, the 
did not venture to moleſt him; and Sandoval had 
the glory of conducting ſafely to Tezeuco a convoy 
on which all the future operations of his country! 
men depended i. 5 


d | | T 81s 


Cortes Relat. 260. C. E. B. Diaz. C. 140. 


Hiſpaniola, with two hundred ſoldiers, eight) 
| horſes, two battering cannon, and a conſiderable Receives a 


1 


La 
* 
7 


were drawn up on the banks of the canal; and 
with extraordinary military pomp, heightened and 
rendered more ſolemn by the celebration of the 
moſt ſacred rights of religion, the brigantines were 
hunched. As they fell down the canal in order, 
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Tats was followed by another event of no leſs B; O O K 
moment. Four ſhips arrived at Vera Cruz from V. 


1621. 


ſu pply of ammunition and arms“. Elevated with new rein: 
obſerving that all his preparatory ſchemes, cider 


for recruiting his own army, or impairing the 


force of the enemy, had now produced their full 
effect, Cortes, impatient to begin the ſiege in form, 
haſtened the launching of the brigantines. To 


| facilitate this, he had employed a vait number of 
Indians, for two months, in deepening the imall 


ryulet which runs by Tezeuco into the lake, and 


| in forming it into a canal near two miles 1n length +; 


and though the Mexicans, aware of his intentions, 


| as well as of the danger which threatened them, 

| endeavoured frequently to interrupt the labourers, 

or to burn the brigantines, the work was at laſt 
completed $. On the twenty-eighth of April, all The brigan· 
the Spaniſh troops, together with auxiliary Indians, nnd 


gs ed, 


Father Olmedo bleſſed them, and gave each its 
tame. Every eye followed them with wonder 


' Wand hope, until they entered the lake, when they 


hoiſted their fails, and bore away before the wind. 
A general ſhout of | Joy was raiſed; all admiring 
that bold inventive genius, which, by means 10 
extraordinary that their ſucceſs almoſt exceeded 
elef, had acquired the command of a fleet, 
pithout the aid of which Mexico would have 


Vor. . „„ N continued 


\ Þ Cortes Relat. 259, F. 262,D. "I C. 129. 
jt Sec NOTE XXIII. S3 Diaz. c. 149. 
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BO O K continued to ſet the Spaniſh power and arms at 


v. 


1521. 
Diſpoſitions 
for the ſiege. 
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defiance *. 


CorTES Ae to attack the city from 


three different quarters; from Tezeuco on the 
eaſt ſide of the lake, from Tacuba on the weſt, and 


from Cuyocan towards the ſouth. Thoſe towns 
were fituated on the principal cauſeways which 


led to the capital, and intended for their defence 
He appointed Sandoval to command: in the firſt, 


Pedro de Alvarado in the ſecond, and Chriſtoval 


de Olid in the third; allotting to each a numerous 
body of Indian auxiliaries, together with an equal 


_ diviſion of Spaniards, who, by the junction of the 


troops from Hilpaniola, amounted now to eighty- 


ſix horſemen, and eight hundred and eighteen 


foot ſoldiers; of whom a hundred and eighteen 


May 10. 


were armed with muſkets or croſs-bows. Their 


train of artillery conſiſted of three battering can- 
non, and fifteen field-piecesF. He reſerved for 


himſelf, as the ſtation of greateſt importance and 
danger, the conduct of the brigantines, each armed 
with one of his ſmall cannon, and manned with 
twenty-five Spaniards, 


As Alvarado and Olid proceeded towards the 


potts afttgned them, they broke down the aque- 


ducts which the ingenuity of the Mexicans had 
erected for conveying water into the capital, and 


by the diſtreſs to "which this reduced the inhabi- 


tints, gave a beginning to the calamities which 
they were deſtined to ſuffer 4. Alvarado and Olid 


fou nd the towns, of which they were ordered t0 


take pofleſſion, deſerted by their inhabitant, 8, Who 
Had 


„Cortes Relat. 26 66, C. Herrera, dec. 3. Hb. 1. c. 8. 
mara Cron. c. 120. + Cortes Relat. 266, C. f ( 
Relat. 267 B. B. Diaz, c. 150. Herrera, dec. 3. b. i. C 


Cortes in forming 


: throug 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 115 


had fled for ſafety to the capital, where Guati-B O OK 


mozin had collected the chief force of his empire, 

as there alone he could hope to make a {ſucceſsful 
ſtand againſt the formidable enemies who were 
approaching to aſſault him. 


1521. 


Tur firſt effort of the Mexicans was to deſtroy Mexicans 


attack the 


the fleet of brigantines, the fatal effects of whoſe brigantines, 
operations they foreſaw and dreaded. Though 
the brigantines, after all the labour and merit of 
them, were of inconſiderable 

bulk, rudely conſtructed, and manned chiefly 

with landmen, hardly poſſeſſed of ſkill enough to 
conduct them, they muſt have been objects of ter- 

ror to a people unacquainted with any navigation 

but that of their lake, and poſſeſſed of no veſſel 

larger than a canoe. Neceſlity, however, urged 
Guatimozin to hazard the attack; and hoping to 
ſupply by numbers what he wanted in force, he 


aſlembled ſuch a multitude of canoes as -overedt 


the face of the lake. They rowed on boldly to 
the charge, while the hes, retarded by a 
dead calm, could ſcarcely advance to meet them, 
But as the enemy drew near, a breeze ſuddenly 2 885 
iprung up; in a moment the ſails were {pread, and 
the N with irreſiſtible impetuoſity broke 
their feeble opponents, overſet many ca- 
noes, and diſſipated the whole armament with _ 


| ſuch flaughter, as convinced the Mexicans, that 
| the progreſs of the Europeans in kno ledge and 


arts rendered their ſupe.iority greater on this new 


| element than they had hitherto found it by land “. 


| From that time Cortes reniatried maſter of the Siogular 


plan ot cons 


| lake; and the brigantines not only preſerved a having ths 
communication between the Spaniards in their ſiese. 


1 differen 


. Cortes Relat. 267, C. B. Diaz, c. 150. Gomara Cron. 


131. Herrera, dec. 3. lb. i. c. i: 
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BO OK different ſtations, though at conſiderable diſtance 
from each other, but were employed to cover the 
” cauleways on each ſide, and keep off the canoes, 
when the attempted to annoy the troops as they 
advanced towards the city, He formed the bri- 
gantines in three diviſions, allotting one to each 
ſtation, with orders to ſecond the operations of the 
officer who commanded there. From all the three 
ſtations he puſhed on the attack againſt the city 
with equal vigour ; but in a manner fo very dif- 
| ferent from that whereby ſieges are conducted in 
= regular war, that he himſelf ſeems afraid that it 
—_ -: __ would appear no leſs improper than ſingular, to 

* perſons unacquainted with his ſituation *, Each 
morning his troops aſſaulted the barricades which 
the enemy had erected on the cauſeways, forced 
| their way over the trenches which they had dug, 

and through the canals where the bridges were 
broken down, and endeavoured to penetrate into 
the heart of the city, in hopes of obtaining ſome 
deciſive advantage, which might force the enemy 
to ſurrender, and terminate the war at once; but 
when the obſtinate valour of the Mexicans render- 
ed the efforts of the day ineffectual, the Spaniards 
retired in the evening to their former quarters, 
Thus their toil and danger were, in ſome meaſure, 


1521. 


continually renewed ; the Mexicans repairing in 1 £ 
the night what the Spaniards had deſtroyed through MW n 
the day, and recovering the poſts from which they Me 
had driven them. But neceſſity preſcribed this befc 


flow and untoward mode of operation. The tler 
number of his troops was ſo ſmall, that Cortes m 
durſt not, with a handful of men, attempt to make i tions 
a lodgment in a city where he might be turrounded W 
and annoyed by ſuch a multitude of enemies, 
The remembrance of what he had already ſuffered 
| by the ill-judged confidence with which he had 
| | venture 


| * Cortes Relat. 270, F. 
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| | II7 Wt 10 
yentured into ſuch a dangerous ſituation, was ſtill 5 O0 OK '' 
freſh in his mind. The Spaniards, exhauſted with 1 


fatigue, were unable to guard the various poſts 8 12 1 
which they daily gained; and though their camp 9 


was filled with Indian auxiliaries, they durſt not 
devolve this charge upon them, becauſe they were 

ſo little accuſtomed to diſcipline, that no confidence 

could be placed in their vigilance. Beſides this, 

Cortes was extremely ſolicitous to preſerve the ik 
city as much as poſſible from being deſtroyed, 1 
both as he deſtined it to be the capital of his con-—„ I 
queſts, and wiſhed that it might remain as a mo- 1 
nument of his glory. From all theſe conſiderati- 1 
ons, he adhered obſtinately, for a month after the i 
ſiege was opened, to the ſyſtem which he had Wo 
adopted. The Mexicans, in their own defence, 


| diſplayed valour which was hardly inferior to that 


with which the Spaniards attacked them. On 7H 
land, on water, by night and by day, one furious 38 
conflict ſucceeded to another, Several Spaniards 1. 38 
were killed, more wounded, and all were ready to 1; 
link under the toils of unintermitting ſervice, which SO N 
were rendered more intolerable by the injuries of | nM 

| the ſeaſon, the periodical rains being now fet in 1 
with their uſual violence“. ED 5 = 
AsTONISHED and diſconcerted with the length Endeavour: Wo F 
and difficulties of the ſiege, Cortes determined to 5 67 N 9 
make one great effort to get poſſeſſion of the city form: 4 i 
| before he relinquiſhed the plan which he had hi- 1 
| therto followed, and had recourſe to any other | 
| mode of attack. With this view, he ſent inftruc- _ 
| tions to Alvarado and Sandoval to advance with ES 
| their diviſions to a general aſſault, and took the wo | 


command in perſon of that poſted on the cauſe- 
| Way of Cuyocan. Animated by his preſence, and ui, 3. 1 
| ihe expectation of ſome deciſive event, the Spa- | = 
| mards puſhed forward with irreſiſtible impetuoſity. 
| e | They 
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* O O K They broke through one barricade after another, 


1521. 


Pepulſed | 


ed the troops poſted in the front to ſlacken be! 


Mill find it necetlary to retreat; and in order to 
ſecure it, appointed Julian de Alderete, a captain 
the cauſeway as the main body advanced. That 
white his Companions were in the heat of action 


charge committed to him, and hurried on incon- 
liderately to mingle with the combatants. The 


daily improving, no ſooner obſerved this, than they 
carried an account of it to their monarch. 


mitted, and, with admirable preſence ot mind, 


forced their way over the ditches and canals, and 
having entered the city, gained ground inceſſantly, 


in ſpite of the multitude and ferocity of their op- 


ponents. Cortes, though delighted with the ra- 
pidity of his progreſs, did not forget that he might 


of chief note in the troops whicl: he had received 
from Hiſpaniola, to fill up the canals and gaps in 


officer, deeming it inglorious to be thus employed, 


and the career of victory, neglected the important 


Mexicans, whole military attention and ſkill were 


61 ATIMOZIN inſtantly diſcerned the conſe 
quences of the error which the Spaniards Had com- 


prepared to take advantage of it. He command i 


efforts, in order to allure the Spaniards to puſh fer- 
ward, while he diſpatched a large body of choſen 
warriors through different ſtreets, ſome by 171, 
and others by water, towards the great bieach i 
the cauſeway, which had been left oben. Onda 
ſignal which he gave, the prieſts in the great tem. 
ple ſtruck the great drum cont-cr: ald to the god 
of war. No ſooner did the Me4i-2ns hear i 
doleful ſolemn found, calcnlated to inſpire them 
with contempt of death and enthuſiaſtic ardou, 
than they ruſhed upon the enemy with frantic 
rage. The Spaniards, nabe to refiſt men urge 
on no lefs by religious fury rt han hope of ſucces 
beg 
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began to retire at firſt leiſurely, and with a good B O © K 
countenance; but as the enemy preſſed on, and their 
own impatience to eſcape increaſed, the terror and —— 
confuſion became ſo general, that when they ” 
arrived at the gap in the cauſeway, Spaniards 
and Tlaſcalans, hoſemen and infantry, plunged 
in promiſcuouſly, while the Mexicans ruſhed up- 
on them Hercely from every ſide, their light ca- 
noes carrying them through moals which the bri- 
gantines could not approach. In vain did Cortes 
attempt to "ſtop and rally his flying troops, fear 
rendered them regardleſs of his intreaties or com- 
mands. Finding all his endeavours to renew the 
combat fruitleſs, his next care was to fave fome of 
thoſe who had thrownthemſelves into the water; but 
| while thus employed with more attention to their 

ſituation than to his own, fix Mexicain captains with conf 


ſuddenly laid hold of him, and were hurrying ee 


him off in triumph; and though two of his officers 
reſcued him at the expence of their own lives, he 
| recerved ſeveral dangerous wounds before he 
could break looſe. Above ſixty Spaniards periſh- 
dd in the rout; and what rendered the dilaiter 
- W more afflict ing, forty of theſe fell alive into the 
hands of an ny never Known to ew mercy 
to a captive * 


L THE ach of night, t though it delivered The whe 
| the dejected Spaniards from the attacks of the gcrigced te 
enemy, uſhered in, what was hardly leſs griev- the 9 

| 01s, the noiſe of their barbarous 2 mph, and“ 

| of the horrid feſtival with which they cele- 

% brated their victory. Every quarter of the city 

en as illuminated; the great temple ſhone with 

or, ſuch peculiar ſp ſendour; that the Spaniards could. 

ch Painly lee the. pe eople in mation, and the priefts 
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BOO K buſy in haſtening the preparauous for heoddentt 

V. of the priſoners. | Through the gon they\tdan- 
— d that the ci d their companluns * 11 

ORR y diſcerned heir _—_— Bc 
whiteneſs of their ſkins, as they were (tmp! ana 

ed and compeiled to dance beffre: the mag. 

of the god to whom they were to DDr ! 

They heard the ſhrieks of thofe hf Wert dec 

fliliced, and thought that they conid: itagnuht DA 
unhappy vidum,. by the weill mum iooandd 9. 

his voice. Imagination added to hat Hertz 

ly faw or heard, and augmented” it uro Th: 

moſt unfeeling melted into tears ot a res 

and the ſtouteſt heart tremnbled at thHT dN NA 

ſpectacle which they behetd *. 


New 


"6 OST Corres, who, beſides all d t Ak cr. 
efforts of mon with his ſoldiers: was -opprefiedowathtitithe: a 
—— ditional load of anxious reflections: namurb Ho: q 


general on ſuch an unexpected calm; , coould 

not like them relieve his mind by ging ennt adh. 
anguiſh. He was obliged to aſſumaan unf raf. 
quillity, in order to revive the piritꝭ an — 
his followers. The juncture indeed, requinrddia EEX- 
traordinary exertion of fortitude- Ted. Aria 
elated with their victory, ſallled out neEE mD. 
ing to attack him in his quarters. ene, vidio 
not rely on the efforts of their own uma 
They ſent the heads of the Spaniardgmhabont'the 
had ſacrificed to the leading mem inithb adthanti 
provinces, and aſſured them thar ther ggocd d 

War, appeaſed by the blood of then: Imxacders 
which had bee " ſhed: o Pientifail oanhtss!8!-4 
tars, had declateds 1 mth an audiie- veideg, that 
in eight days time Rk hated-enemes: {frhRaw dt: 
fnally deftro yed, and peace and protpeetit\ re 
eſtablihed in the empire. 
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A-PREDICT10N uttered with ſuch confidence, BO O K 
and in terms fo void of ambiguity, gained uni- V 
verſal credit among a people prone to ſuperſtition. 
The zeal of the provinces which had already de- 
clared againſt the Spaniards augmented, and Fra e eg 
. which had hitherto remained inactive, took 3 by his 
arms with enthuſiaſtic ardour to execute the . 
decrees of the gods. The Indian auxiliaries who 
had joined Cortes, accuſtomed to venerate the 
— deities with the Mexicans, and to receive 
the reſponſes of their prieſts with the ſame im- 
plicit faith, abandoned the Spaniards as a race of 
men devoted to certain deſtruction. Even the 
fidelity of the Tlaſcalans was ſhaken, and the Spa- | 
nith troops were left almoſt alone in their ſtations. 
Cortes finding that he attempted in vain to diſpel | 
the ſuperſtitious fears of his confederates by ar- 
gument, took advantage from the imprudence of 
thoſe who had framed the prophecy, in fixing its 
accompliſhment ſo near at hand, to gie them a 
ſtriking demonſtration of its fallity. He ſuſ- 
pended all military — during the period 
marked out by the oracle. Under cover of the 
origantines Which kept the enemy at a diſtance, 
his troopp lay in ſafety, and the fatal term ex- 
pired without any diſaſter * 


8 1521. 


H1s allies, aſhamed of their own e re- He reg 
turned to their ſtation. Other tribes, judging 3 
that the gods, who had now deceived the Mexi- 
dans, had decreed finally to withdraw their 
protection from them, joined his ſtandard; and 
iuch was the levity of à ſimple people, moved by 
every Tight impreſſion, that, in a ſhort time after 
luch a general defection of his confederates, Cortes 
law himſelf, if we may believe his own account, 


At the head of an hundred and wy thouſand In- 
dians. 


P. Diaz. c. 253. Gomara Cron. c. 138. 


122 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BO OKdians, Even with ſuch a numerous army, he 
V. found it neceſſary to adopt a new and more wary 

or, {yſtem of operation. Inſtead of renewing his at- 
and adopts a tempts to become maſter of the city at once, by 

new Ane ſuch bold but dangerous efforts of valour as he had 
THE” already tried, he made his advances gradually, 
and with every poſſible precaution againſt expo- 

ſing his men to any calamity ſimilar to that which 
they ſtill bewailed. As the Spaniards puſhed for- 

ward the Indians regularly repaired the cauſeways 

behind them. As ſoon as they got poſſeſſion of 
any part of the town, the houſes were inſtantly 
levelled with the ground. Day by day, the Mex- 

icans, forced to retire as their enemies gained 
ground, were hemmed in within more narrow 
limits. Guatimozin, though unable to ſtop the IMF 
career of the enemy, continued to defend his ca- B 
poaital with obſtinate "reſolution, and diſputed every 
inch of ground. But the Spaniards, having not 
only varied their mode of attack, but, by orders 

of Cortes, having changed the weapons with 

which they fought, were again armed with the long 
Chinantlan ſpears, which they had employed with 
ſuch ſucceſs againſt Narvaez, and, by the firm array 

in which this enabled them to range themſelves, 
they repelled, with little danger, the looſe aſlault 

of the Mexicans: incredible numbers of them fell in 

the conflicts which they renewed every day *. While 

war waſted without, famine began to conſume 

them within the city. The Spaniſh brigantines, 
having the entire command of the lake, rendered 

it impoſlible to receive any ſupply of proviſions 

by water. The vaſt number of his Indian aux1!!- 

aries enabled Cortes to ſhut up the avenues to the 

city by land. The ſtores which Guatimozin hd 

laid up were exhauſted by y the multitudes wr 

. CTOUd 


Cortes Relat, 2755 C 40 F. B. Diaz. c. 153. 


| aſſured expectation of ſucceſs. The Mexican no- 


retire from a place here reſiſtance was now vain, 


that he might rouſe the more diſtant provinces _ 2 
of the empire to arms, and maintain there a more 1 
| {ucceſsful ſtruggle with the public enemy. In 1 

order to facilitate the execution of this meaſure, c 1 

they endeavoured to amuſe Cortes with overtures 1 

of tubmiſſion, that, while his attention was em- i 

ployed in adjuſting the articles of pacification, 1 

Guatimozin might eſcape unperceived. But they i 

made this attempt upon a leader of greatet ſagacity i. 

and diſcernment than to be deceived by their arts. 4 11 bi 

Cortes ſuſpecting their intention, and aware of What 1 Ml 

moment 1 i 
WI 
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crouded into the capital, to defend their ſovereign ; OO K 


and the temples of their gods. Not only the peo- V. _ | 
ple, but perſons of the higheſt rank, felt the ut- bs ' i 
moſt diſtreſſes of want. What they ſuffered 27 1 
brought on infectious and mortal diſtempers, 1 
the laſt calamity that viſits beſieged cities, and "7 
which filled up the meaſure of their woes . 5 1 
Bor, under the preſſure of ſo many and ſuch Courage and {an 
various evils, the ſpirit of Guatimozin remained Gumimozin, : = 
firm and unſubdued. He rejected with ſcorn, 15 1 
every overture of peace from Cortes, and diſdain- 8 


ing the idea of ſubmitting to the oppreſſors of his 
country, determined not to ſurvive its ruin. The 
Spaniards continued their progreſs. At length al! 
the three diviſions penetrated into the great ſquare July ar. 


| in the centre of the city, and made a (ecure lodg- iN 

ment there. Three-fourths of the city were now = 1 
reduced, and laid in ruins. The remaining quar- it 
ter was fo cloſely preſſed, that it could not long, oy 


withſtand affailants who attacked it from their _ 
new ſtation with ſuperior advantage, and more _ Li 


bles, ſolicitous to fave the life of a monarch 
whom they 1evered, prevailed on Guatimozin to 


* Cortes Relat. 276, E. 277. F. B. Diaz, 155. Gomara Cron. 
Lo 141. | 1 3 
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BOOK moment. it was to defeat it, appointed Sandoval, 


V. 
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the officer on whoſe vigilance he could moſt per- 


ec rely, to take the command of the brigantines, 


1521 


priſoner, 


— — An OI 


with ſtrict injunctions to watch every motion of the 


enemy. Sandoval, attentive to the charge, ob- 


ſerving ſome large canoes crouded with people 


rowing acroſs the lake with extraordinary rapidity, 


inſtantly gave the ſignal to chace. Garcia Hol. 


guin, who commanded the fleeteſt brigantine, ſoon 
overtook them, and was preparing to fire on the 
foremoſt canoe, which ſeemed to carry ſome per- 
| fon whom all the reſt followed and obeyed. At 


He is taken once the rowers dropt their oars, and all on board, 


_ throwing down their arms, conjured him with cries 


and tears to forbear, as the emperor was there. 


Hlolguin eagerly ſeized his prize, and Guatimozin, 
with a dignified compoſure, gave himſelf up into 
tis hands, requeſting only that no inſult might be 
offered to the empreſs or his children. When 
conducted to Cortes, he appeared neither with the 
ſullen fiercenels of a barbarian, nor with the dejec- 
tion of a ſupplicant. ** I have done,” ſaid he, 
addreſſing himſelf to the Spaniſh general, & what 
became a monarch. I have defended my people 
to the laſt extremity, Noting: now remains but 
to die. Take this dagger,” laying his hand on 
one which Cortes wore, * plant it in my breaſt, 
and put an end to a life which can no longer be of 


As ſoon as the fate of their tes was known, 
the refiſtance of the Mexicans ceaſed ; and Cortes 
took poſſeſſion of that ſmall part of the Capita. 
which yet remained undeſtroyed. Thus terminat- 
ed the ſiege of Mexico, the moſt memorable event 


in the conqueſt of America. It continued {ev enty- 


fue 0 


* Cortes Relat. 270. B Diaz, b. 156. Gomara Cron 
c. 142. Hicneta. dec. 4: lh fi. , . 
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five days, hardly one of which paſſed without ſome BOOK 
extraordinary effort of one party in the attack, or V. 
of the other in the defence of a city, on the fate 
of which both knew that the fortune of the empire Et 
depended. As the ſtruggle here was more obſti- 
nate, it was hikewiie more equal, than any be- 
tween the inhabitnats of the Old and New Worlds. 
The great abilities of Guatimozin, the number of 
his troops, the peculiar ſituation of his capital, fo 
far counterbalanced the ſuperiority of the Spani- 

ards in arms and diſcipline, that they mult have 
relinquiſhed the enterpriſe, if they had truſted for 
ſucceſs to themſelves alone. But Mexico was 


F overturned by the jealouſy of neighbours who 
dreaded its power, and by the revolt of ſubjects 


impatient to ſhake off its yoke. By their effec- 


tual aid, Cortes was enabled to accompliſh what, 


without ſuch ſupport, he would hardly have ven- 
tured to attempt. How much ſoever this account 
of the reduction of Mexico may detract, on the 
one hand, from the marvellous relations of ſome. 
Spaniſh writers, by atcribing that to ſimple and 
obvious cauſes which they attribute to the roman- > 
tic valour of their countrymen, it adds, on the 
other, to the merit and abilities of Cortes, Who, 
under every diſadvantage, acquired ſuch an as 


cendant over unknown nations, as to render them 


nltruments towards carry ing his chemèe into ex- 
ecution “. 


Tun exultation of the Spaniards, ON accom- 5 nallneſ; of 


pliſhing this arduous enterprize, was at firſt exceſ- the hen. 


and dilap- 


| = But this was quickly damped by the cruel poincment 
| diſappointment of thoſe Tile hopes, which „the Sta- 
had animated them amidſt ſo many hardſhips and 
| dangers. Inſtead of the inexhauſtible wealth which 
| they expected from becoming maſters of Monte- 


n:ards. 


2wma's 


See NOTE XXV. 
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zuma's treaſures, and the ornaments of ſo many 

temples, their rapaciouſneſs could collect only an 
inconſiderable booty amidſt ruins and deſolation *, 

Guatimozin, aware of his impending fate, had 
ordered what remained of the riches amaſſed by 
| his anceſtors to be thrown into the lake. The In- 
dian auxiliaries, while the Spaniards were engag- 
ed in conflict with the enemy, had carried off the 
moſt valuable part of the ſpoil. The ſum to be 
divided among the conquerors was ſo ſmall, that 
many of them diſdained to accept of the pit- 
tance which fell to their ſhare, and all murmured 
and exclaimed ; ſome, againſt Cortes and his con- 
fidents, whom they ſuſpected of having ſecretly 
appropriated to their own ule, a large portion of 
the riches which ſhould have been brought into the 


common ſtock ; others, againſt Guatimozin, whom 


they acculed of obſtinacy, i in refuling to diſcover 
the place where he had hidden his treaſure. 


Ar GUMENTS, entreaties, and promiſes, were 
employed in order to ſooth them, but with fo lit— 
tle effect, that Cortes, from ſolicitude to check this 
grow ing ſpirit of diſcontent, gave way to a deed 
Which ſtained the glory of all his great actions. 
Without regarding the former dignity of Guati- 


mozin, or feeling any reverence for thoſe virtues 


which he had diſplayed, he ſubjected the unhappy 


monarch, together with his chief favourite, to 


torture, in order to force from them a diſcovery 


of the royal treaſures, which it was ſuppoſed they 
had concealed. Guatimczin bore whatever the 
refined cruelty of his tormentors could inflict, 
with the invincible fortitude of an American war- 
rior. His fellow- ſufferer, overcome by the vio- 


len 8 


„The gold and ſilver, according 0 Cortes, amounted only to 
120,000 peſos, Relat. 280, A. a fun: inferior to that which 
the Spaniards had formerly divided in Mexico. 
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permiſſion to reveal all that he knew. But the 
high-ſpirited prince, darting on him a look of au- 


yered in his dutiful filence, and expired. Cortes, 


thority mingled with ſcorn, checked his weakneſs 
by aſking, © Am I now repoling on a bed of 
| flowers?” Overawed by the reproach, he perſe- 
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lence of the angwſh, turned a dejected eye to- BOOK 
wards his maſter, which ſeemed to implore his 


Vs.” 


FEEL. 


aſhamed of a ſcene ſo horrid, reſcued the royal 


victim from the hands of his torturers, and pro- 


longed a life reſerved for new indignities and ſuf- 


ferings. 


different quarters, to the great Southern Ocean, 
which, according to the ideas of Columbus, they 
imagined would open a ſhort as well as eaſy paſ- 


ſage to the Eaſt Indies, and ſecure to the crown of 


Caſtile all the envied wealth of thoſe fertile regi- 


ready to form ſchemes for attempting this im- 
portant diſcovery g. e 


his victorious arms in Mexico, the very ſcheme of 
| which he began to form ſome idea, had been un- 


| moſt ſplendid events in the hiſtory of the Spanith 


| which Cortes had now ſubjected to the crown of 
| Caltile, the account of its riſe and progreſs merits 


a particular detail. 


. B. Diaz, c. 157. Gomara Cron. c. 146. Herrera, dec. 3. 
| lib. ii. c. 8 Torquem. Mon. Ind. i. 574. 
belt. 280, D, &c. B. Diaz, c. 155. 


30, | | ＋ Herrera, 
| dee. z. lib, it, c. F, nn 


Tux fate of the capital, as both parties had All the pro- 
foreſeen, decided that of the empire. The pro- 
vinces ſubmitted one after another to the conque- mit. 
rors. Small detachments of Spaniards marching 
through them without interruption, penetrated, in 


vincesct the 


empire [ub- 


| ons +; and the active mind of Cortes began al- Cotesforms 


ſchemes of 
new difco- 


veries, 


Hx did not know, that during the progreſs of which are 


completed 
by Magellan. 


| dertaken and accompliſhed. As this is one of the 


| diſcoveries, and has been productive of effects pe- 
| cultarly intereſting to thoſe extenſive provinces 
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HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
FERDINAND MAGALHAENS, or Magellan, a 
Portugueſe gentleman of honourable birth, having 
ſerved ſeveral years in the Eaſt Indies, with diſtin- 
guiſhed valour, under the famous Albuquerque, 
demanded the recompence which he thought due 


to his ſervices, with the boldneſs natural to a high- 
ſpirited ſoldier, But, for ſome reaſon which is not 


explained, both his general and his ſovereign re- 


| jected his ſuit with a diſdainful coldneſs, that was 


intolerable to a man conſcious of what he had 


done, and of what he deſerved. In a tranſport 


1617. 


of reſentment, he formally renounced his allegi- 


| ance to an ungrateful maſter, and fled to the 


court of Caſtile, in hopes that there his worth 
would be more juſtly eſtimated. He endeavoured 


to recommend himſelf by propoſing to execute a 


ſcheme, the accompliſhment of which, he knew, 


would wound the monarch, againſt whom he was 


exaſperated, in the moſt tender part. He revived 
Columbus's original and favourite project, of diſ- 
covering a paſſage to India by a weſterly courſe, 

and without encroaching on that portion of the 
globe which was allotted to the Portugueſe by the 
line of demarcation. He founded his hopes of 


ſucceſs on the ideas of that great navigator, con- 


firmed by many obſervations, the reſult of his 


own naval experience, as well as that of his coun- 
trymen, in their intercourſe with the Eaſt. The 


” undertaking, he acknowledged, was both ardu- 


ous and expenſive, as it could not be attempted 
but with a ſquadron of conſiderable force, and 


victualled for at leaſt two years. Fortunately, he 


applied to a miniſter who was not apt to be deter- 


red, either by the boldneſs of a deſign, or the ex- 


pence of carrying it into execution, Cardind 
Ximenes, who at that time directed the affairs of 
Spain, diſcerning at once what an increaſe 
wealth and glory would accrue to his country b 
the ſucceſs of Magellan's propoſal, liſtened to 
with a molt favourable ear. Charles V. on * 

— —— arri 
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ed for equipping a proper ſquadron at the public 
charge, of which the command was given to Ma- 
gellan, whom the king honoured with the habit of 
St, Jago and the title of Captain General“. 


| On the tenth of Auguſt one thouſand five hun- fl voyage. 
dred and nineteen, Magellan failed from Seville 


with five ſhips, which, according to the ideas of 
the age, were deemed to be of conſiderable for 's 


| though the burden of the largeſt did not exceed 
one hundred and twenty tons. The crews of the 
| whole amounted to two hundred and thirty-four 
men, among whom were ſome of the moſt ſkilful 
| pilots in Spain, and ſeveral Portugueſe failors, in 
| whoſe experience, as more extenſive, Magellan | 
placed ſtill greater confidence. After touching at 
| the Canaries, he ſto2d directly ſouth towards the 
| equinoctial line along the coaſt of America, but 
| was ſo long retarded by tedious calms, and ſpent 
ſo much time in ſearching every bay and inlet for 
that communication with the Southern Ocean 
which he iſhed to diſcover, that he did not reach 
the river De la Plata till che twelfth of January. 
That ſpacious opening, through which its vaſt bo- 
dy of water pours into the Ailantic, allured him 
to enter; but, after failing up it for ſome days, he 
E conc juded, from the ſhallowneſs of the ſtream and 
the freſhneſs of the water, that the wiſhed-for 
ſtrait was not fituated there, and continued his 
courſe towards the ſouth. On the thirty-firit of 
March he arrived in the port of St. Julian, about 
forty-eight degrees ſouth of the line, where he 


| reſolved to winter. In this uncomfortable ſtation 
he loſt one of his ſquadron, and the Spaniards ſuf- 
| - Yor. : 8 K fered 


b , Herrera, dec. 2. lib. 0: 19. lib. iv. c. 9. 88 Hiſt, 
(c, N. ES 
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. mivalt in his Spaniſh dominions, entered into the BOOK 
| meaſure with no leſs ardour, and orders were iſſu- 


— 
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BOOK fered fo much from the exceſſive rigour of the 
V. climate, that the crews of three of his ſhips, head- 


1521, ed by their officers, roſe in open mutiny, and in- 


ſiſted on relinquiſhing the viſionary project of a 
deſperate adventurer, and returning directly to 
Spain. This dangerous inſurrection Magellan 
ſuppreſſed, by an effort of courage no leſs prompt 
than intrepid, and inflicted exemplary. puniſhment 
on the ringleaders. With the remainder of his 
followers, overawed but not reconciled to his 
ſcheme, he continued his voyage towards the 
ſouth, and at length diſcovered, near the fifty- 
third degree of latitude, the mouth of a ſtrait, 
into which he entered, notwithſtanding the mur- 
murs and remonſtrances of the people under his 
command. After failing twenty days in that 
winding dangerous channel, to which he gave his 
own name, and where one of his ſhips delerted 
him, the great Southern Ocean opened to his 
view, and with tears of joy he returned thanks to 
Heaven for having thus far crowned his endea- 
vours with ſucceſs. * | „ 


Bor he was ſtill at a greater diſtance than he 
imagined from the object of his wiſhes. He fal- 
ed during three months and twenty days in an 
uniform direction towards the north-weſt, without 
diſcovering land. In this voyage, the longeſt 
that had ever been made in the unbounded ocean, 
he ſuffered incredible diſtreſs. His ſtock of pro- 
viſions was almoſt exhauſted, the water became 
putrid, the men were reduced to the ſhorteſt al 
lowance with which it was n poſſible to ſuſtan 
life, and the ſcurvy, the moſt dreadful of all ihe 
maladies with u hich ſea-faring people are affiict- 
ed, began to ſpread among the crew. One di- 
cumſtance alone afforded them ſome conſolation; 
they enjoyed an uninterrupted courſe of fair 1 
N 8 thel, 


Herrera, dec. 2. lib. iv. c. 10. lib. ix. c. 10, &c. Goma 
Hiſt c. 92. Pigafetta Viaggio ap. Ramuſ. ii. p. 352, &c. 
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ther, with ſuch favourable winds, that Magellan BOOK 
beſtowed on that ocean the name of Pacific, which V. 

it ſill retains. When reduced to ſuch extremity 


that they muſt have ſunk under their ſufferings, PUNE 
| they fell in with a cluſter of ſmall but fertile = [4 
illands, which afforded them refreſhments in ſuch March 6. | 1 
abundance, that their health was ſoon re-eſtabliſh- _ 1 
ed. From thele iſles, to which he gave the name "ml 
of De los Ladrones, he proceeded on his voyage, F = 
and ſoon made a more important diſcovery of the w 
iſlands now Known by the name of the Philippines. oo 
| In one of theſe he got into an unfortunate quarrel I 
| with the natives, who attacked him with a nume- 4} 1 
| rous body of troops well armed; and while nge 4 | 
| fought at the head of his men with his uſual va- i 


| lour, he fell by the hands of thoſe barbarians, to- April 26, 
| gether with ſeveral of his principal officers, 5 
Tux expedition was proſecuted under other com- 
manders. After viſiting many of the ſmaller iſles 


ſcatterecl in the eaſtern part of the Indian ocean, they i 

touched at the great iſland of Borneo, and at length Nov. s. * 

landed in Tidore, one of the Moluccas, to the aſto-ꝛ⸗·ũ - 
* Wiiihment of the Portugueſe, who could not compre- Tf 
bend how the Spaniards, by holdinga weſterly courſe _ _. ». 
had arrived at that ſequeſtered ſeat of their moſt 1 
ic aluable commerce, which they themſelves had 1540 
& Wiilcovered by failing in an oppoſite direction. || 
„ rbere, and in the adjacent iſles, they found a 1 
yy mg 


an 
the 


On; 
ea” 


Ky 


may 


people acquainted with the benefits of extenſive 
rade, and willing to open an intercourſe with a 
bw nation, They took in a cargo of the pre- 
[ous ſpices, which are the diſtinguiſhed producti- 
In of thoſe iſlands, and with that, as well as with 
pecimens of the rich commodities yielded by ti 
ther countries which they had viſited, the Vicloty, 


fich, of the two ſhips that remained of the iqua- Jin. ES 


Won, was moſt fit for a long voyage, ſet fail for 
Ek Europe, 
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132 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
B O O K Europe, under the command of Juan Sebaſtian 
V. del Cano. He followed the courſe of the Por- 
> uguſe by the Cape of Good Hope, and, after 
52. many diſaſters and ſufferings, he arrived at St, 
3 Lucar on the ſeventh of September one thou- 
ſand five hundred and twenty-two, having failed 
round the globe in the {pace of three years and 
twenty-eight days *. 


TnovGn an untimely fate deprived Magellan 
of the ſatisfaction of accompliſhing this great un- 
dertaking, his contemporaries, juſt to his memory 
and talents, aſcribed to him not only the glory of 
having formed the plan, but of having ſurmount- 
ed almoſt every obſtacle to the completion of it; 
and in the preſent age his name is ſtill ranked a- 
mong the higheſt in the roll of eminent and ſuc- 
ceſsful navigators. The naval glory of Spain oy 
eclipſed that of every other nation, and by a ſin- 
gular felicity ſhe had the merit, in the courſe of a 
few years, of diſcovering a new continent almoſt 
as large as that part of the earth which was for- 
merly known, and of aſcertaining by experience 
the form and extent of the whole tErraqueous 
globe. 


Tux Spaniards were not ſatisfied wich the glory 
of having firſt encompaſſed the earth; they ex-. 
pected to derive great commercial adv antages from 
this new and boldeſt effort of their maritime kill 
The men of ſcience among them contended, that 
the ſpice of iſlands, and ſeveral of the richeſt coun- 
tries in the Eaſt, were ſo ſituated as to belong ct 
right to the crown of Caſtile, in conſequence of "the 
partition made by Alexander VI. The merchants, 
without attending to this diſcuſſion, engaged eager 


ly in that lucrative and alluring commerce, whi hich 
Was 


* Herrera, dec. 3, lib. i. c. 3. 0 lib. iv. c. 1. Gomata Cron. 
. 93s . 3 ap. Ramuſ. ii. p. 361, &c. 
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was now opened to them. The Portugueſe, alarmed BOOK 


at the intruſion of ſuch formidable rivals, remon- 


ſtrated and negociated in Europe, while in Aſia © 


| 1 obſtructed the trade of the Spaniards by 


force of arms. Charles, not ſufficiently inſtructed 
with reſpect to the importance of this valuable 
branch of commerce, or diſtracted by the multi- 
plicity of his ſchemes and operations, did not at- 
ford his ſubjects proper protection. At laſt, the 
low ſtate of his finances, exhauſted by the efforts 
of his arms in every part of Europe, together wir 
the dread of adding a new war with Portugal to 


thoſe in which he was already engaged, induced 
him to make over his claim of the Moluccas to 
the Portugueſe for three hundred and fifty thou- 


land ducats, He reſerved, however, to the crown 
of Caſtile the right of reviving its pretenfions on 


repayment of that ſum; but other objects engroſſ- 


ed his attention and that of his ſucceſſors, and 


1521. 


Spain was finally excluded from a branch of com- 


merce in which it was engaging with ſanguine 


expectations of profit “. 


Trovcn the trade with the Moluccas was re- 
inquiſhed, the voyage of Magellan was followed 


by commercial effects of great moment in Spain. 


Philip II. in the year one thouſand hve hundred 
and fixty-four, reduced thoſe lands which he 
diſcovered in the Eaſtern Ocean to ſubjection, and 
eſtabliſhed ſettlements there ; between which and 
the kingdom of New Spain a regular intercourſe, 
the matter of which ſhall be explained! in its pro- 


per place, is carried on. Ireturn now to the tranl= | 


actions in New Spain. 


Ar the time that Cortes was acquiring ſuch vaſt 
territories for his native country, and preparing the 


way 


Herrera, dec. 3. lib. vii. c. 5, &c, dec. iv. lib. v. 7. &c, 


An order to 
ſuperſede 
Cortes; 
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BOOK way for future conqueſts, it was his ſingular fate 
not only to be dejiitute of any commiſſion or au- 
mm thority from the ſovereign whom he was ſerving 
with ſuch ſucceisful zeal, but to be regarded as an 
undutiful and ſeditious ſubject. By the influence 
of Fonſeca, biſhop of Burgos, his conduct in aſ- 
ſuming the government of New Spain was de- 
clared to be an irregular uſurpation, 'in contempt 
of the royal authority; and Chriſtoval de Tapia 
received a commiſſion, impowering him to ſuper- 
ede Cortes, to ſeize bis perſon, to confiſcate his 
effects, to make a ſtrict ſcrutiny into his proceed- 


ings, and to tranſmit the reſult of his! inquiries to | 

the council of the Indies, of which the biſhop of 

Burgos was preſident. A few weeks after the re- 

_ duction of Mexico, Tapia landed at Vera Cruz MW | 

with the royal mandate to ſtrip its conqueror of his f 

power, and to treat him as a criminal. But Fon- t 

ſeca had cholen a very improper inſtrument to 1 © 

wreak his vengeance on Cortes, Tapia had nei- n 

ff ther the reputation nor the talents that ſuited the MW ſt 

which ke high command to which he was appointed. Cor- WM {: 
eludes. F 

tes, while he publicly expreſſed the moſt reſpect- MW 2 

ful veneration for the emperor's authority, ſccret) i Fc 

took meaſures to defeat the effect of his commi- W 

ſion; and having involved Tapia and his followers WW ©: 

in a multiplicit; of negociations and conferences, MW I 

in which he ſometimes had recourſe to threats, but | Pr 

more frequently employed bribes and promiſes, tin 

=_ he at length prevailed on that weak man to aban- i 

don a province wich he was unworthy of govern: cla 

EDS „„ ET | of 

| re 8 ma | : | car 

Wo Bur notwithftanding the fortunate dexterity WW ju 

1522. With ich he had eluded this blow, Cortes was 10 | ing 

439 25. ſenſibis of the precarious tenure by which he held ins WM ore 

FN. pow er, that he diipatched epa to Spain witna as! 

Pompon 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iti. c. 16. dec. iv. c. 1. Cortes Relat. 
251. E. B. Niaz. g. 188. 


ym 22 2 


The public voice declared warmly in favour of his 
pretenſions, and Charles arriving in Spain about 
this time, adopted the ſentiments of his ſubjects 
with a youthful ardour. Notwithſtanding the 
claims of Velaſquez, and the partial repreſentations 


| of the biſhop of Burgos, he appointed Cortes and is ap- 

| 1 . ES pointed Cap- 
| captain-general and governor of New Spain, taic-generat 
judging that no perſon was ſo capable of maintain- a ſr 
ing the royal anthority, or of eſtabliſhing good : 

order both among his Spaniſh and Indian ſubjects, 
ds the commander whom the former would will- 


ingly 


* Hiſt of Charles V. vol. ii. b. iii. 


Spain. 


! 
pompous account of the ſucceſs of his arms, with B OO K Wl 
farther ſpecimens of the productions of the coun- V- 1 
try, and with rich preſents to the emperor, as the "YT bl 
earneſt of future contributions from his new con- © bi 
queſt ; requeſting, in recompence for all his ſer- # 
vices, the approbation of his proceedings, and that 0 

he might be entruſted with the government of i 
thoſe territories, which his conduct, and the valour |} 
of his followers, had added to the crown of Caſtile. | 
The juncture in which his deputies reached the | 
court was favourable. The internal commotions 1 
in Spain, which had diſquieted the beginning of | i 
Charles's reign were juſt appeaſed *. The mini- 1 
ſters had leiſure to turn their attention towards | 
foreign affairs. The account of Cortes's victories 1 
filled his countrymen with admiration. The ex- {| 
tent and value of his conqueſts became the object 1 
of vaſt and intereſting hopes. Whatever ſtain he 1 
might have contracted, by the irregularity of the 9 
ſteps Which he took in order to attain power, was 1 

ſo fully effaced by the ſplendor and merit of the 1 
great actions which this had enabled him to per- * 
form, that every heart revolted at the thought of bt 
inflicting any cenſure on a man, whoſe ſervices 1:90 
entitled him to the higheſt marks of diſtinction. 1 


BO OKingly obey, and the latter had been long accuſton- 
| Clin 
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ed to fear and to reſpect . 


1522. EvEN before his juriſdiction received this legal 
His ſchemes 
n actinge- ſanction, Cortes ventured to exerciſe all the powers 
mens. of a governor, and, by various arrangements, 
endeavoured to render his conqueſt a ſecure and 
beneficial acquiſition to his country. He deter. 
mined to eſtabliſh the ſeat of government in its 
ancient ſtation, and to raiſe Mexico again from its 
ruins; and having conceived high 1deas concern- 
ing the future grandeur of the ſtate of which he 
was laying the foundation, he began to rebuild its 
capital on a plan which bath oradually formed the 
moſt magnificent city in the New World. A 
the fame time, he employed ſkilful perſons to 
ſearch for mines in different parts of the country, 
and opened fome which were found to be rcher 
than any which the Spaniards had hitherto diico- 
vered in America, He detached his principal of- 
ficers into the remote provinces, and encouraged 
them to ſettle there, not only by beſtowing upon 
ig: large tracts of land, but by granting them 
he fame dominion over the Indians, and the fame 
rioht to their ſervice which the Spaniards had al- 
ſumed | in the iſlands. | 


 Infurreti- Ix was not, however, without difficulty that the 


ons of the 


Mlexicans, Mexican empire could be entirely reduced into the 
and cruelty form of a Spaniſh colony. Enraged and rendered 


of the Sp 
aide. deſperate by oppreſſion, the natives often forget 


the ſuperiority of their enemies, and run to arms ii 

defence of their liberties. In every conteſt, hoy- 

ever, the European valour and dil cipline Drevailed 

But fatally for the honour of their country, tht 

Spaniards ſullied the glory. redounding from the 

repeated victories by their mode of treating tic 
vanquiſhel 


* Herrera, Fe: +; lib. iv. c. 3. Gomara Cron. 164, 16; 
B. Diaz, 167, 168. 5 
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vanquiſhed people. After taking Guatimozin, and ; © OR 


137 


becoming maſters of his capital, they ſuppoſed V. 


that the king of Caſtile entered on poſſeſſion of all — 
1522. 


the rights of the captive monarch, and affected to 


conſider every effort of the Mexicans to aſſert their 


own independence, as the rebellion of vaſlals 


- againſt their ſovereign, or the mutiny of ſlaves 


againſt their maſter. Under the ſanction of thoſe 


ll ounded maxims, they violated every right that 
| ſhould be held ſacred between hoſtile nations. 
Alter every inſurrection, they reduced the common 


people in the provinces which they ſubdued, to 


the moſt humiliating of all conditions, that of per- 


ſonal ſervitude. Their chiefs, ſuppoſed to be more 


criminal, were puniſhed with greater ſeverity, and 


put to death in the moſt ignominious or the moſt 
excruciating form, that the inſolence or the cruelty 


| of their conquerors could deviſe. In almoſt every 
province of the Mexican empire, the progreis of 
the Spanith arms is marked with blood, and with 


deeds ſo attrocious as diſgrace the enterpriſing va- 


tour that conducted them to ſueceſs. In the pro- 
vince of Panuco, ſixty caziques, or leaders, and 


four hundred nobles, were burnt at one time. Nor 


| was this ſhocking barbarity perpetrated in any 
| ſudden ſally of rage, or by a commander of infe- 
| 110r note. 
whoſe name is entitled to the ſecond rank in the 
| annals of New Spain, executed after a ſolemn con- 
| fultation with Cortes; and to complete the horror 
| of the ſcene, the children and relations of the 
 Vretched victims were aſſembled, and compelled 
to be ſpectators of their d ing agonies . It ſeems 


It was the act of Sandoval, an officer 


hardly poſſible to exceed in horror this dreadful 
example of ſeverity; but it was followed by 
another, which affected the Mexicans {till more 
3 — Cs ſenſibly, 


+ Cortes Relat, 291, C. Gomara Cron. C. 155. 
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BOOK ſenſibly, as it gave them a moſt feeling proof of m 


* — — renee — — 
> 
Su donor us ADs Ao Ir K —˙—•ͥ er tenet te 0 


V. their own degradation, and of the ſmall regard es 

that their haughty maſters retained for the ancient MW m 

1 dignity and iplendor of their ſtate, On a ſlight m 
0 ſuſpicion, confirmed by very imperfect evidence, WM 5f 

| that Guatimozin had formed a ſcheme to ſhake off {iu 

| the yoke, and to, excite his former ſubjects to take nö 
| arms, Cortes, without the formality of a trial, or- B 

| dered the unhappy monarch together with the ca- I lic 

ziques of Tezeuco and Tacuba, the two perſons de 

of greateſt eminence in the empire, to be hanged; ¶ ulc 

and the Mexicans, with aſtoniſhment and horror, ane 

beheld this ignomimious puniſhment inflicted upon IM the 

perſons, to whom they were accuſtomed to look tho 

up with reverence, hardly inferior to that which MW gas 


OI; ——— — — 


they paid to the gods themſelves &. The example IF tie 
of Cortes and his principal officers, encouraged and Hi! 
juſtified perſons of ſubordinate rank to venture E 
upon committing greater exceſſes. Nuno de Guz- 7 
man, in particular, ſtained an illuſtrious name by 


Ni ee natr dar 

deeds of peculiar enormity and rigour, in various p... 

- expeditions which he conducted f. 3 

| ONE circumſtance, however, ſaved the Mexi- tot 
=_ cans from farther conſumption, perhaps from one N We 


as complete as that which had depopulated the Vith 
iſlands. The firſt conquerors did not attempt to is 
' ſearch for the precious metals in the bowels of the NEA 
earth. They were neither ſufficiently wealthy to ner 
carry on the expenſive works, which are requiſite Nabou 
for opening thote deep receſſes where Nature has eve 
concealed the veins of gold and filver, nor fi cond 
cently ſkilful to perform the ingenious operations {Mila 
by which they are ſeparated from their reſpective Corte 
es. They were ſatisfied with the more fimple Ne ſe 
5 method, 


| 9 Gomara Cron. e. 170. B. Diaz. c. 177. Herrera, dec; . 
til. vii. c. 9. See NO'TE XXVI. U. Di 
+ Herrera, dec. 4 and 5 paſſim. | 
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| method, practiſed by the Indians, of waſhing theBO OK 


| earth carried down rivers and torrents from the 
mountains, and collecting the grains of native 
metal depoſited there. The rich mines of New 
Spain, which have poured forth their treaſures with 
ſuch profuſion on every quarter of the globe were 


Buy that time, a more orderly government and po- 
| lice were introduced into the colony; experience, 
| derived from former errors, had ſuggeſted many 
| uſcful and humane regulations for the protection 
and preſervation of the Indians; and though it 
then became neceſſary to increaſe the number of 


| thoſe employed in the mines, and they were en- 


| oaged in a ſpecies of labour more pernicious to 


| the human conſtitution, they ſuffered leſs hard- 
chip or diminution than from the ill-judged, but 


| leſs extenſive ſchemes of the firſt conquerors. 


Tarts extraordinary mortality among the In- 


| Few ſeem to have derived any conſiderable wealth 


to the uſual fate of firſt ſettlers in new colomes, 
Lit was their lot to encounter danger and to ſtruggle 


tolls were reſerved for times of tranquillity, and 
treaped by ſucceſſors of greater induſtry, but of 
inferior merit. The early hiſtorians of America 
e ]Webound with accounts of the ſufferings and of the 
as poverty of its conquerors k. In New Spain their 
F. Neondition was rendered more grievous by a pe- 
ns Neuliar arrangement When Charles V. advanced 
ve Lortes to the government-of that country, he, at 
ee fame time, appointed certain committioners to 
oi, | | | receive 


e 3 Herrera, dec. 8. lib, c. 21. Cortes Relat. 283. L. 
b. Diaz, c. 209. | 85 | 


not diſcovered for ſeveral years after the conqueſt g. 1552, &c. 


| dans, diſappointed the hopes of their new maſters. 


tom their ill-conducted reiearches. According 


with difficuities; the fruits of their victories and 
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5 O O K receive and adminiſter the royal revenue there, 
V. with independent juriſdiction *. Theſe men, cho- 
ſen from inferior ſtations in various depart- 
ments of public buſineſs at Madrid, were ſo much 
_ elevated with heir promotion, that they thought 
they were called to act a part of the firſt conſe- 
quence, But being accuſtomed to the minute 
formalities of office, and having contracted the 
narrow ideas ſuited to the ſphere in which they 
had hitherto moved, they were aſtoniſned, on ar- 
1324. riving in Mexico, at the high authority Which 
Cortes exerciſed, and could not conceive that the 
mode of a adminiſtration, in a country recently ſub- 
dued and ſettled, muſt be different from that which 
took place in one where tranquillity and regular 
- government had been long eſtabliſhed. In their 
ſetters, they repreſented Cortes as an ambitions 
| tyrant, who-having uſurped a juriſdiction ſuperior 
dio law; aſpired-at independence, and by his exor- 
| | birant wealth and extenſive influence, might ac- 
| 27 cCompliſh thoſe diſloyal ſchemes which he a appa- 
| 


. eld. wen WE iu I > tA IS PLA Sr—en  ern 


1522. 
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rently meditated 9. Theſe inſinuations made duch 
11 deep impreſſion upon the Spaniſh miniſters, moſt 
1 ꝛ— df whom had been formed to buſineſs under the 
LY | jealous and rigid adminittration of F erdinand, that, 
= unmindful of all Cortes's paſt ſervices, and re- 
[ gardleſs of what he was then ſutering 1 in conduct- 
ing that extraordinary expedition, in which he ad- 

vanced fiom the lake of Mexico to the weſtern 
extremities of Honduras t, they infuſed the fame 
ſuſpicions into the mind of their maker, and pre- 

vailed on him to order a ſolemn inqueſt 0 be 

made into his conduct, with powers to the licen: 

as tate Ponce de Leon, entruſted with that Commil 
ſion, to ferze his perſon, if he ſhould kind that 
ExPedent, al and ſend him pr iſoner to Spain 9. - 

Ho 


— 2 2 2 a 22 n 
— ———— — 
— —————P—— — ng de oe Poms — —ƷS2 — 


—— — A. — 


© * D _ * >, 2 = . — =" 
— dx ew — — 


* Herrera, gee. 2. hh; ie 5-4 Id. dec. 3. lib. v. e. 14. 
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Tur ſudden death of Ponce de Leon, a few BOOK 
days after his arrival in New Spain, prevented . 
the execution of this commiſſion. But as the ob- 8 
ject of his appointment was known, the mind of 8 8 
Cortes was deeply wounded with this unexpected 5 
return for ſervices which far exceeded whatever 
any ſubject of Spain had rendered to his fovereign. 

He endeavoured, however, to maintain his ſta- 
tion, and to recover the confidence of the court. 
But every perſon in office, who had arrived from 
| Spain ſince the conqueſt, was a ſpy upon his con- 
duct, and with malicious ingenuity gave an un- 
farourable repreſentation of all his actions. The 
apprehenſions of Charles and his miniſters in- 
creaſed. A new commilhon of inquiry was iſſued, 1528. 
with more extenſive powers, and various precau- 
tions were taken to prevent or to puniſh him, if 
he ſhould be ſo preiumptuous as to attempt what 
was inconſiſtent with the fidelity of a ſubject f. 
Cortes beheld the approaching criſis of his for- 
tune with all the violent emotions natural to a 
haughty mind, conſcious of high deſert, and re- 
ceiving unworthy treatment. Put though ſome 
of his deſperate followers urged him to aſſert his 
own rights againſt his ungrateful country, and, 
with a bold hand, to ſeize that power which the 
courtiers meanly accuſed him of coveting $, he 
retained ſuch ſelf-command, or was actuated with 
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_ ſuch ſentiments of loyalty, as to reject their dan- 
"WF gerous countels, and to chute the only courſe in | 
„ vhich he could ſecure his own dignity, without 8 
” WF departing from his duty. He reſolved not to ex- _=_ 
ol pole himſelf to the ignominy of a trial, in that i 
„ country which had been the ſcene of his triumphs ; WW 
but, without waiting for the arrival of his judges, 8 , 1 
4 to repair directly to Caſtile, and commit himſelf a 
5 EE i 

8 1 
1+ - + Herein: dee. 3. lib. viii. c. 15. dec: 4. lib. ii. C. 1, lib. iv. [i a 
"WM © 5% 10. B. Diaz. c. 172, 196. Gomara Cron. c. 166. i 


FB, Diaz. c. 194. | | 1 
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BO OKand his cauſe to the Juſtice and generoſity of his 


; a 


1528. 


tained with reſpect to his intentions. The em- 
peror having now nothing to apprehend from the 


ſovereign *, * 


Cox TEs appeared in his native country with 
the ſplendour that ſuited the conqueror of a mighty 
kingdom. He brought with him a great part of 
his wealth, many Jewels and ornaments of great 


value, ſeveral curious productions of the country, 


and was attended by ſome Mexicans of the firſt 
rank, as well as by the moſt conſiderable of his 
own officers. His arrival in Spain removed at 


once every ſuſpicion and fear that had been enter- 


deſigns of Cortes, received him like a perſon whom 


conſciouſneſs of his own innocence had brought 
into the preſence of his maſter, and who was in- 
titled by the eminence of his ſervices, to the high- 
eſt marks of diſtinction and reſpect. The order 
of St. Jago, the title of Marquis del Valle de 
Guaxaca, the grant of a vaſt territory in New 
Spain, were ſucceſſively beſtowed upon him; 
and as his manners were correct and elegant, al. 
though he had paſſed the greater part of his life 


among rough adventurers, the emperor ad- 


- mitted him to the ſame lies intercourſe v ith 


himſelf, that was 919 70 by noblemen of the firſt 


rank S. 


Bur, amidſt thoſe external proofs of regard, 


ſymptoms of remaining diſtruſt appeared. Though | 
Cortes earneſtly ſolicited to be reinſtated in the 


government of New Spain, Charles, too ſagacious 


to commit ſuch an important charge to a man 


whom he had once ſuſpected, peremptorily refuſed 


to inveſt him again with powers which he might 
find 


* Herrera, dec. 3. li. iv. c. 8. t See NOTE XXVIII. 
$ Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iy. c, 1. lib. vi. C. 4 B. Diaz. c. 195. 


Som. Cron. c. 182. 
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dignified with new titles, returned to Mexico with 
diminiſhed authority. The military department, 
with powers to attempt new diſcoveries, was left 
in his hands; but the ſupreme direction of civil 
affairs vas placed in a board called The Audience 
of New Spain. At a ſubſequent period, when, 


upon the increaſe of the colony, the exertion of 


authority more united and extenſive become ne- 
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find it impoſſible to controul. Cortes, thoughB O O K 


V. 


1530. 


ceſſary, Antonio de Mendoza, a nobleman of high _ 


rank, was ſent thither as Viceroy, to take the 
government into his hands. 1 


Tris diviſion of power in New Spain proved, 
as was unavoidable, the ſource of perpetual diſ- 
ſention, which embittered the life of Cortes, and 
thwarted all his ſchemes. As he had now no op- 


- portunity to diſplay his active talents but in at= 


tempting new diſcoveries, he formed various 
ſchemes for that purpoſe, all of which bear im- 
preſſions of a genius that delighted in what was 
bold and ſplendid. He early entertained an idea, 
| that, either by ſteering through the gulf of Flo- 
da along the eaſt coaſt of North America, ſome 
ſtrait would be found that communicated with 
the weſtern ocean; or that, by examining the 


iſthmus of Darien, ſome paſſage would be diſ- 


covered between the North and South Seas f. 
| But having been diſappointed in his ex Stations 
with reſpect to both, he now confined his views 
to ſach voyages of diſcovery as he could make 
from the ports of New Spain in the South Sea, 
There he fitted out ſucceihvely ſeveral ſmal! 
ſquadrons, which either periſhed in the attempt, 


or returned without making any diſcovery of 


moment. Cortes, weary of entruſting the con- 


duct of his operations to others, took the com- 
. ED mand 


Cort. Relat. Ram. iii, 294. B. 
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BO O Kmand of a new armament in perſon, and, after 


V. 


enduring incredible hardſhips, and encountering 


has ag dangers of every ſpecies, he diſcovered the large 


15 36. 


1540, 


peninſula of California, and ſurveyed the greater 
Part of the gui which :-parates it from New 
Spain. The diicovery of a country of fuch ex- 
tent would have reflected credit on a common 
adventurer ; but it could add little new honour 


to the name of Cortes, nor ſatisfy the ſanguine 
expectations iich he had formed g. Diſguſted with 


ill ſucceſs, to which he had not been accuſtomed, 


and weary cf conteſting with adverſaries to whom 


he conſidered it as a dug. ace to be oppoſed, he 


once more ſought for redreis in his native country, 


Bur his reception there was very different from 


that Which gratitude, and even decency, ought to 


have ſecured for him. The merit of his ancient 


exploits was already, in a great meaſure, forgot. 


ten, or eclipſed by the fame of recent and more 


valuable conqueſts, in an other quarter of Ameri 


ca. No ſervice of moment was now expected 


from a man of declining years, and who began to 
be unfortunate, The em]; eier behaved to him 
with cold civility; his miniſters treated him, 


ſometimes with neglect, ſometimes with 1nfolence, 
His grievances received no redreſs ; his claims 
were urged without effect; and after ſeveral Je 


ſpent 1n fruitles application to miniſters and jus, 


an oceupation the moſt irkſome and mort! 71 ing 
to a man of high ſpirit, who had moved in a {phe 


Where he was more accuſtomed to command than 
to ſolicit, Cortes ended his days on the ſecond! 


of December one thouſand five hundred and forty- 
ſeven, in the ſixty-ſecond year of his age. 1 


d „„ | | fate 


1 Herrera, dec. 5. lib. viii, c. 9. 10. dec. 8. lib. vi. c. 4 
Venegas Hliſt. of Californ. i. 125. Lorenzana Hiſt. p. en 
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fate was the ſame witli that of all the perſons who BOOK 


diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the difcovery or con- V. 
queſt of the New world. Envied by his contem- "> 
poraries, and ill requited by the couft which he 53“. 
ſerved, he has been admired and celebrated by 
ſucceeding ages. Which has formed the moſt 

juſt eſtimate of his character, an impartial con- 
ſideration of his actions muſt determine. 
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| FROM the time that Nugnez de Balboa diſco- go OR 


| vered the great Southern Ocean, and received VI. 


| tries with which it might open a communication, 3 1523. 


Schemes for 


| the wiſhes and ſchemes of every enterpriſing per- diſcovering 
F ſon in the colonies of Darien and Panama were Peru. 
turned towards the wealth of thoſe unknown re- 
gions. In an age when the ſpirit of adventure 
vas fo arduous and vigorous, that large fortunes 

| cre waſted, and the moſt alarming dangers 

| braved, in purſuit of diſcoveries merely poſſible, 

| the fainteſt ray of hope was followed with eager 
expectation, and the ſlighteſt information was ſuf- 

| cient to inſpire ſuch perfect confidence, as con- 
ducted men to the moſt arduous undertakings“. 

1 2 ACCORDINGLY, 


* See NOTE XXIX. 
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BOOK AccorxpincLy, ſeveral armaments were fitted 


5 75 cout in order to explore and take poſſeſſion of the 
1-22 Countries to the eaſt of Panama, but under the 


Uni ccelsſul conduct of leaders whoſe talents and reſources 
were unequal to the attempt *. As their excurſions 
did not extend beyond the limits of the pro- 


for tame 
time, 


vince to Which the Spaniards have given the name 
of Tierra Firme, a mountainous region covered 
with woods, thinly inhabited, and extremely un- 


healthy, they returned with diſmal accounts con- 
cerning the diſtreſſes to which they had been ex- 


poſed, and the unpromiſing aſpect of the places 
which they had viſited. Damped by theſe tidings, 
the rage for diſcovery in that direction abated; 
and it became the general opinion, that Balboa 


had founded viſionary hopes, on the tale of an 


ignorant Indian, ill underſtood, or calculated to 
3 . 


Usgeriaken BUT there were three perſons ſettled in Panama, 


by Pizarro, ON (Whom the circumſtances which detered others 
e made ſo little imprethon, that, at the very mo- 
ment when all conſidered Balboa's expectations of 

1524. diſcovering a rich country, by ſteering towards 
the eaſt, as chimerical, they reſolved to attempt 

the execution of his ſcheme. The names of 

thoſe extraordinary men were Franciſco Fizarro, 
Diego de Almagro, and Hernando Luque. Pi. 

zarro was the natural ſon of a gentleman of-an 

| honourable family by a very low woman, and, 
according to the cruel fate which often attends 

the offspring of unlawful love, had been fo total) 

_ neglected in his youth by the author of his birth, 

that he ſeems to have deſtined him never to lit 
beyond the condition of his mother. In conte 


qugnce of this ungenerous idea, he tet him, when 


bordering on manhood, to keep hogs. But the 
MOST - aſpiring 


* Calancha Coronica, p. 100, 
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aſpiring mind of young Pizarro diſdaining that B O OK 


ignoble occupation, he abruptly abandoned his 
charge, enliſted as a ſoldier, and after ſerving 
ſome years in Italy, embarked for America, 
| which, by opening ſuch a boundleſs rage to active 
talents, allured. every adventurer whoſe fortune 


1524. K 


was not equal to his ambitious thoughts. There, 


Pizarro early diſtinguiſned himſelf. With a tem- 
er of mind no leſs daring than the conſtitution 


of his body was robuſt, he was foremoſt in every 


| fideredas a man formed to command. Every 
operation committed to his conduct proved ſuc- 


by depending on himſelf alone in his ſtruggles to 


1 1 _—_-” - 5 1 / | 
„dhe one, and in governing the other. 


o Alu ARO had as little to boaſt of his deſcent 
71 as Pizarro, The one was a baſtard, the other 4 


danger, patient under the greateſt hardſhips, and 
unſubdued by any fatigue. Though ſo illiterate 
that he could not even read, he was ſoon con- 


ceſsful, as, by a happy but rare conjunction, he 
united perſeverance with ardour, and was as cau- 
tious in executing, as he was bold in forming his 
plans. By engaging early into life, without any 
reſource but his own talents and induſtry, and 


emerge from obſcurity, he acquired ſuch a tho- 
. W gh knowledge of affairs, and of men, that he 
was fitted to aſſume a ſuperior part in conducting 


an foundling. Bred, like his companion, in the 


10, camp, he yielded not to him in any of ſoldierly 
ids W qualities of intrepid valour, indefatigable activity, 


ll; WW or inſurmountable conſtancy in enduring the hard- 
th, lips inſeparable from military ſer vice in the New 
ik WF World. But in Almagro theſe virtues were ac- 
ne. companied with the openneſs, generoſity, and 
„„ . = an- 
the 3 8 3 „ 
rng * Herrera, dec. 1 & 2, paſſim, dec. 4. lib. vi. c. 1 07. Go- 


L mara Hiſt. E: 144. Zarate, lib. iv. c. 9. | 
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BO O K candour natural to men whoſe profeſſion is 


CET 
1524. 


Terms of 
their aflocis- 
tion. 


S 


arms; in Pizarro, they were united with the ad- 
dreſs, the craft, and the diſſimulation of a politi- 
cian, with the art of concealing his own purpo- 
ſes and with ſagacity to penerrate into thoſe of 
other men. 


Hernando pt LUQUE was an eccleſialtic 
who acted both as prieſt and ſchoolmaſter at Pan- 
ama, and, by means Which the contemporary 
writers have not deſcribed, had amaſſed riches 
that inſpired him with thoughts of riſing to greater 
eminence. 


Such were the men deſtined to overturn one 
of the moſt extenſive empires on the face of the 
earth. Their confederacy for this purpoſe was 
authoriſed by Pedrarias, the governor of Panam 
Each engaged to employ his whole fortune in te 


adventure. Pizarro, the leaſt wealthy of the three, 


as he could not throw ſo large a ſum as his aſſociate 
into the common ſtock, engaged to take the 
department.of greateſt fatigue and danger, and 
to command in perſon the armament which was 
to go firſt upon diſcovery. Almagro offered to 


conduct the ſupplies of proviſions and reinforce- 


ments of troops, of which Pizarro might ſtand 
in need. Luque was to remain at Panama to ne- 
gociate with the governor, and ſuperintend what 
ever was carrying on for the general intereſt. As 
the Tpirit of enthuſiaſm uniformly accompanied 
that of adventure 1n the New World, and by that 
ſtrange union both acquired an increaſe of force, 
this confederacy, formed by ambition and avarice, 
was confirmed by the moſt ſolemn a& 0 
religion. Luque ce 'eberated maſs, divided a cot. 
tecrated /hoit into three, and reſerving one Paſt] 
to himſelf, gave the other two to his are 


of which they Partoos.; and thus, in name of K 
Pr: ve 
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Prince of Peace, ratified a contract of which plun- BOOK 5 ul 
der and bloodſhed were the objects f. VI. 


Tu attempt was begun with a force more 284 1 
eir firſt Win 


ſuited to the humble condition of the three adven- attertipt._ - 


turers, than to the greatneſs of the enterpriſe in Nov. 14 l 
which they were engaged. Pizarro ſet ſail from . — 


Panama with a ſingle veſſel, of ſmall burthen, and 

a hundred and twelve men. But in that age, ſo 
little were the Spaniards acquainted with the pe- 
culiarities of climate in America, that the time 

which Pizarro choſe for his departure was the moſt o 1 
improper in the whole year; the periodical winds, | 1 
| which were then ſet in, being directly adverſe to 1 
e the courſe which he purpoſed to ſteer F After 


ne- 
hat- 
As 


nied 


ec W. beating about for ſeventy days, with much dan- ä 
ger and inceſſant fatigue, Pizarro's progreſs to- 23. | 9 
1 W wards the ſouth-eaſt was not greater than what a j 
e ſkilful navigator will now make in as many hours. 

„ Nie touched at ſeveral places on the coaſt of Tierra 

es Firmè, but found every where the ſame uninviting 

le country which former adventurers had deſcribed ; 19 
nd the low grounds converted into ſwamps by the Wi 
vas WF overflowing of rivers; the higher, covered 13 
to with impervious woods; few inhabitants, and 
ce. thoſe fierce and hoſtile. Famine, fatigue, and 1 
and frequent rencounters with the natives, and above 130 


all, the diſtempers of a moiſt, ſultry climate, com- 
bined in waſting his flender band of followers, 
The undaunted reſolution of their leader conti- Attended 
med, however, for ſome time, to ſuſtain their 7 ue 


7.220% he we Dogs. 
—_— . 2 5 
. oy 2 —üau—ͥunu:-̃ͤ - 4 „4c ee 
— cet ea-woatks * 5 


: ſucceſs, | 
that | ſpirits, although no ſign had yet appeared of diſ- | 
orce, WW covering thoſe golden regions to which he had | 
ice, promiſed to conduct them. At length, he was | 
| 0! obliged to abandon that inhoſpitable coaſt, and 
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retire 


Herrera, dec. 3. lib. vi. c. 13. Zarate, lib. i. c. b 
+ Herrera, dec. 4. lib. ii. c. 8. Nerez. p. 179. => 
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D O + K retire to Chuchama, oppoſite to the pearl iſlands, 


where he hoped to receive a ſupply of proviſions 
— and troops from Panama. 


Bur Almagro having failed from that port with 
ſeventy men, ſtood directly towards that part of 
the continent where he hoped to meet with his 
aſſociate. Not finding him there, he landed his 
ſoldiers, who, in ſearching for their companions, 
underwent the ſame diſtreſſes, and were expoſed 
to the ſame dangers, which had driven them out 
of the country. Repulſed at length by the Indians 

in a ſharp conflict, in which their leader loſt 
one of his eyes by the wound of an arrow, they 
| likewiſe were compelled to reimbark. Chance 
Ted them to the plage of Pizarro's retreat, where 
they found ſome conſolation in recounting their 
June 24. adventures, and comparing their ſufferings. As 
 Aimagro had advanced as far as the river St. Juan, 
in the province of Popayan, where both the coun- 
try and inhabitants appeared with a more pro- 
| miſing aſpect, that dawn of better fortune was 
bi ſufficient to determine iuch ſanguine projectors not 
[4 to abandon their ſcheme, notwithitanding all that 
| they had ſuffered in protecuting 1t 


ET ALMAGRO repaired to Panama, in hopes of 
mo recruiting their ſhattered troops. But what he 
dertakin- and Pizarro had ſuffered, gave his countrymen 
ſuch an unfavourable idea of the ſervi ice, that it 
was with difficulty he could levy fourſcore ment. 

| Feeble as this reinforcement was, they did -not 

| heſitate about reſuming their operations. After 

a long ſeries of diſaſters and diſappointments, not 
inferior to thoſe which they had already experienc- 


ed, part of the armament reached the Bay of 
St. 


5 1 dee: . lib i. c. 1, 12. See NOTE XXX.“ 
+ Zarate, lib. 1. c. 1. 1 
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St. Matthew, on the coaft of Quito, and landed BO © E 
at Tacame?z, to the ſouth of the river of Emeraulds, VI. 
they beheld a country more champaign ad fertile 1 

than any they had yet diſcovered in the Southern 5“ 


Ocean, the natives clad in garments of woollen or | 
cotton 'ſtuff, and adorned with ſeveral trinkets of ew l 
gold and ſilver. lh 


Bur notwithſtanding thoſe freie appear- 
nances, magnified beyond the truth, both by the 


| vanity of thoſe who brought the report from Ta- — 
camez, and by the fond imagination of thoſe who | 


liſtened to them, Pizarro and Almagio durſt not 1 | 
| venture to invade a country ſo populous with a 0 


handful of men, enfeebled by fatigue and diſeaſes. e | | 
| They retired to the ſmall land of Gallo, where i 


Pizarro remained with part of the troops, and his 
| affociate returned to Panama, in hopes of bringing 
© ſuch a reinforcement, as might enable them to 
take poſſeſſion of the opulent territories whole ex- 
| iſtence ſemed to be no longer doubtful “. 


Bur ſome of the adventurers, leſs enterpriſing, Pizarro is _—_ 
or leſs hardy than their leaders, having ſecretly called b, he N 

| governor Ci | 
| conveyed nene accounts of their ſufferings Padarns: = 
and loſſes to their friends at Panama, Almagro | 10 
vet ich an unfavourable reception from Pedro 1 
ede los Rios, who had ſucceeded Pedrarias in the 4 
n government of that ſettlement. After weighing "Mi 
it WW tie matter, with that cold economical prudence, 1 
f. bhich appears the firſt of all virtues to perſons | 
x: vhoſe limited facultics are incapable of conceiving 230 
er or executing great deſigns, he concluded an ex- f 
of pedition, attended with ſuch certain wafte of men, | 1 
c- o de fo detrimental to an infant and feeble co- ' | 
of WW ny, that he not only protibited- the raiſing of 1 
St. new | 1 
| : | RT | | 5 Bi! 
N. * Xerez. 181. Herrera, dec. 3. Kb. viii. c. 13. | | 1 
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184 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BO O K new levies, but diſpatched a veſſel to bring home 
VI. Pizarro and his companions from the iſland of 
—r— Gallo. Almagro and Luque, though deeply af. 
1526. fected with thele meaſures, which they could not 
prevent and durſt not oppoſe, found means of 
communicating their ſentiments privately to Pi- 

zarro, and exhorted him not to relinquiſh an en- 
terpriſe which was the foundation of all their hopes 

and the only means of re-eſtabliſhing their repu- 
tation and fortune, that were both on the decline. 
Pizarro's mind, bent with inflexible obſtinacy on 

all its purpoſes, needed no inceitives to perſiſt in 

perſſis in the ſcheme. He peremptorily refuſed to obey the 
his deſign. governor of Panama's orders, and employed all 
his addreſs and eloquence in perſuading his men 

not to abandon him. But the incredible calami- 

ties to which they had been expoſed were ſtill ſo 
recent in their memories, and the thoughts of re- 
viſiting their families and friends after a long ab- 
ſence, ruſhed with ſuch joy into their minds, that 
when Pizarro drew a line upon the ſand with his 
word, permitting ſuch as withed to return home 

to paſs over it, only thirteen of all the daring ve— 
terans in his ſervice had reſolution to remain with 
their commander F, | 3 


Tears ſmall, but determined band, whoſe names 
the Spanith hiſtorians record with deſerved praiſe, 
as the perſons to whoſe perſevering fortitude thei 

country is indebted for the moſt valuable of all its 
American poſſeſſions, fixed their reſidence in the 
iſland of Gorgona. This, as it was farther remor- 
ed from the coaſt than Gallo, and uninhabited, 
they conſidered as a more ſecure retreat, where 
unmoleſted, they might wait for ſupplies from 
Panama, which they truited that the activity 0 
hs FECT then 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. x. c. 2, 3. Zatate, lib. i. c. 2. &. 


tez. 181. Gomara Hiſt, c. 109. 


| land- man to embark on board of it. 
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their aſſociates there would be able to procure. B OO K 


Almagro and Luque were not inattentive or cold 


ſolicitors, and their mceſſant importunity was ſe- 1526. 


conded by the general voice of the colony, which 
exclaimed loudly againſt the infamy of expoſing 
brave men, engaged in the public ſervice, and 


chargeable with no error but what flowed from an 
- excels of zeal and courage, to periſh like the moſt 


VI. 


odious criminals in a deſart iſland. Overcome by 
thoſe intreaties and expoſtulations, the governor at 


laſt conſented to ſend a ſmall veſſel to their relief. 
But that he might not ſeem to encourage Pizarro 


to any new enterpriſe, he would not permit one 


By this time, Pizarro and his companions had Hiriſhips be 


1 * 0 | # en 
remained five months in an iſland, infamous for 


dured. 


the moſt unhealthy climate in that region of Ame- 


rica*, During all this period, their eyes were 


turned towards Panama, in hopes of ſuccour from 


their countrymen ; but worn out at length with 


| fruitleſs expectations, and diſpirited with ſuffering 


hardſhips of which they ſaw no end, they, in de- 


| ſpair, came to a reſolution of committing them- 
| ſelves to the ocean on a float, rather than continue 


in that deteſtable abode. But, on the arrival of 


the veſſel from Panama, they were tranſported 
with ſuch joy, that all their ſufferings were for- 


gotten. Their hopes revived, and, with a rapid 
tranſition, not unnatural among men accuſtomed 


by their mode of life to ſudden viciſſitudes of for- 


tune, high confidence ſucceeding to extreme de- 
jection, Pizarro eaſily induced them to reſume their 


former ſcheme with freſh ardour. Inftead of re- 
turning to Panama, they ſtood towards the ſouth- 
„ 1 ealt,- 


* See NOTE XXXI. 


— ——— — — — —— 
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BOOK eaſt, and, more fortunate in this than in any of 
3 their paſt efforts, they, on the twentieth day after 
15 26. 


Diſcovers 


VI. 


Peru. 


Returns to 
Panama. 


animals. But what chiefly attracted their notice, 
was ſuch a ſhow of gold and ſilver, not only in the 


doubt that they abounded with profuſion in the 
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their departure from Gorgona, diſcovered the coaſt 
of Peru. After touching at ſome places of leſs 
note, they landed at Tumbez, a place of ſome note, 
above three degrees ſouth of the line, diſtinguiſhed 


for its ſtately temple, and a palace of the Jncas or 


ſovereigns of the country f. There the Spaniards 
feaſted their eyes with the firſt view of the opu- 


lence and civilization of the Peruvian empire, 
They beheld a country fully peopled, and cultivat- 
ed with an appearance of regular induſtry ; the 


natives decently clothed, and poſſeſſed of ingenu- 


ity fo far ſurpaſſing the other inhabitants of the 


New World, as to have the uſe of tame domeſtic 


ornaments of their perſons and temples, but in ſe- 
veral veſſels and utenſils for common uſe, formed 
of the ſame precious metals, as left no room to 


country. Pizarro and his companions ſeemed now 
to have attained to the completion of their moſt 
ſanguine hopes, and fancied that all their wiſhes 
and dreams of rich domains, and inexhauſtible 
treaſures, would ſoon be realized. : 


Bur with the flender force then under his com. 
mand, Pizarro could only view the rich country ot 
which he hoped hereafter to obtain poſſeſſion. He 
ranged, however, for ſome time along the coaſt 
maintaining every where a peaceable intercourle 

with the natives, no leſs aſtoniſhed at their nev 
viſitants, than the Spaniards were with the 
uniform appearance of opulence and cultivation 
which they beheld. Having explored the count!) 


28 


+ Calancha. p. 103. 
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of the diſcovery, Pizarro procured from the inha- 
bitants ſome of their Llamas or tame cattle, to 
which the Spaniards gave the name of ſheep, ſome 
veſſels of gold and ſilver, as well as ſome ſpeci- 
mens of their other works of | ingenuty, and two 
young men, whom he propoſed to inſtruct in the 
Caſtilian language, that they might ſerve as inter- 

reters in the expedition which he meditated. 
With theſe he arrived at Panama, towards the 


157 
48 far as was requiſite to aſcertain the importance B O O K 


3 


1327. 


cloſe of the third year from the time of his depar- 


ture thence *, No adventurer of the age ſuffered 


hardſhips or encouraged dangers which equal thoſe 


to which he was expoſed during this long period. 


The patience with which he endured the « one, and 


the fortitude with which he furmounted the other, 


New World, where ſo many: romantic diiplays of 
thoſe virtues occur. 


exceed whatever is recorded in the hiſtory of the 


NetTHER the ſ plendid relation that Pizarro Cave 1539. 


of that unſeaſonable recall of his forces, which had 
put 1t out of his power to attempt making any ſet- 


ates, 


tlement there, could move the governor of Panarva 


to ſerve from his former purpote. He ſtill con- 


| tended, that the colony was not in a condition to 


invade ſuch a mighty empire, and refuſed to au- 
tnoriſe an expedition which he foreſaw would be ſo 
alluring that it might ruin the province in which 


| he preſided, by an eftort beyond | its ſtrength. His 


coldaeſs, however, did not in any degree abate 


| the ardour of the three aſſociates; but they per- 
| ceived that ney could not carry their ſcheme into 


execution 


7 Herrera, dec. 3. lib. x. c. a dec. 4. lib. ii. c. 778. 


Vega, 2. lih. i. c. 10-14. Larate, lib i. C. 2. Benz Hill. 
Nori Orbis, lib. iii. C. 1. \ | 


I New 
| of the incredible opulence of the country which he Cheer af 
had diſcovered, nor his bitter complaints on account the add. 
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BOOK cxecution without the countenance of ſuperior 
VI. authority, and mult ſolicit their ſovereign to 
"1528. grant that permiſſion which they could not extort 
from his delegate. With this view, after adjuſt- 
ing among themſelves that Pizarro ſhould claim 

the ſtation of Governor, Almagro that of lieute- 
nant-governor, and Luque the dignity of biſhop 

in the country which they purpoſed to conquer, 

they ſent Pizarro as their agent to Spain, though 

their fortunes were now ſo much exhauſted by the 
repeated efforts which they had made, that they 

found ſome difficulty in borrowing the ſmall ſum 
requiſite towards equipping him for the voyage *. 
Piemont Piz AR RO Loft no time in repairing to court, 
n.gociate, . And, new as the ſcene might be to him, he appear- 
ed before the emperor with the unembarraſſed dig- 

nity of a man, conſcious of what his ſervices me- 

rited ; and he conducted his negociations with an 
inſinuating dexterity of addreſs, which could not 

have beerrexpected either from his education, or 
former habits of life. His feeling deſcription of 

bis own ſufferings, and his pompous account of. 

the country which he had diſcovered, confirmed I x 

{ 


by the {pecimens of its productions which he ex- 

hibited, made ſuch an impreſſion both on Charles 

and his miniſters, that they not only approved of t. 

the intended expedition, but ſeemed to be inte- e. 

Neglects his Teſted in the ſucceſs of its leader. Preſuming on ir 
alloctate, thoſe diſpoſitions in his favour, Pizarro paid little e 
attention to the intereſt of his aſſociates. As the 
pretenſions of Luque did not interfere with his 

own, he obtained for him, the eccleſiaſtical dig- 

nity to which he aſpired. For Almagro, he claim. 

ed only the coramand of the fortreſs which ſhould 

be erected at 'Fumbez. To himſelf he ſecured 

| VVV 


* Henera, dec. 4. lib. lf, c. I. Vega, 2. lib. I. c. 14. 
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whatever his boundleſs ambition could deſire. He BO OK 
was appointed governor, captain general, and ade- VI. 
| lantado of all the country which he had diſcover- 


* 1528. 
ed, and hoped to conquer, with ſupreme autho- 14 86. 
 W rity, civil as well as military; and a full right to all he procures 
* uh | e lupreme 
dhe privileges and emoluments uſually granted to command 
) © adventurers in the New World. His juriſdiction “ him felt 


was declared to extend two hundred leagues along 
the coaſt to the ſouth of the river St. Jago, to be 
e # independent of the governor of Panama; and he 
y had power to nominate all the officers who were to 
n | ſerve under him. In return for thoſe conceſſions, 
# | which coſt the court of Spain nothing, as the en- 
| joyment of them depended upon the ſucceſs bf 


0 | his own efforts, Pizarro engaged to raiſe two hun- 

” W cred and fifty men, and to provide the ſhips, 

E | arms, and warlike ſtores requifite towards ſub- 

i jecting, to the crown of Caſtile, the country of 

ou which the government was allotted him. Ge 

or  INconNSIDERABLE as the body of men was, Slendcrforce 
of Þ which Pizarro had undertaken to raiſe, his fundsto a.. 
fand credit were ſo low that he could hardly com- 
ned plete halt the number; and after obtaining his pa- 49. 
ex- | tents from the crown, he was obliged to ſteal pri- 
rles vately out of the port of Seville, in order to elude 

4 of Ii the ſcrutiny of the officers who had it in charge to 

nte- iſ examine whether he had fulfilled the ſtipulations 

z on in his contract*. Before his departure, how- 

little ſp Ever, he received ſome ſupply of money from 


; the Cortes, who having returned to Spain about this 
bis time,” was willing to contribute his aid towards 
dig enabling an ancient companion, with whoſe ta- 
aim. lents and courage he was well acquainted, to be- 
10uld ein a career of glory ſimilar to that which he him- 
-ured i elf had finiſhed Tf. 
tera ul ; | Hr 


| * Herrera, dec. 4. lib. vii.c.g. + Ibid. lib vii. c. 16: 
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BOOK Hs landed at Nombre de Dios, and marched 


acroſs the iſthmus to Panama, accompanied by his 


EO Have brothers, Ferdinand, Juan, and Gonzalo, of 


iP 


whom the frſt was born! in lawful wedlock, the 


two latter, like himſelf, were of illegitimate birth, 


and by Franciico de Alcantara, his mother's bro- 
ther. They were all in the prime of life, and 


of ſuch abilities and courage, as fitted them to 
take a diſtinguiſned part in his FOTO tranſ⸗ 


1830. 
is reconci— 
lation with 


actions, 


Ox his arrival at Panama, Pizarro found Alma- 
gro ſo much exaſperated at the manner in which 
he had conducted his negociation, that he not 
only refuſed to act any longer in concert with a 
man by whoſe perfidy he had been excluded from 


the power and honours to which he had a juſt 


claim, but laboured to form a new aſſociation, in 
order to thwart or to rival his former confederae 


in his diſcoveries. Pizarro, however, had more 


| wiſdom and addreſs than to ſuffer a rupture fo fa. 


tal to all his ſchemes, to become irreparable. By 


offering voluntarily , to relinquiſh the office of ade- 


lantado, and promiſing to concur in ſoliciting that 


title, with an independent government for Al- 


magro, he gradually mitigated the rage of an 


oOpen-hearted ſoldier, which had been violent, but 


was not implacable. Luque, highly ſatisfied with 
having beeri ſucceſsful in all his own pretenſions, 


| cordially ſeconded Pizarro's endeavours. A re- 


conciliation was effected and the confederacy re- 
newed on its original terms, that the entcrprile 
ſhould be carried on at the common expence of 
the aſſociates, and the profits accruing from it 

{ſhould be equally divided among them “. 
Ne ome 95 5 


EvIEN 


* Aae dec. 4. lib. vii. c. 9. 1 lib. 1. c. 3. Veg 
2. lib. 1. c. 14. 
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Ex x after their re- union, and the utmoſt efforts ; O O K We 
ol their intereſt, three ſmall vellels, and a hundred XI. 0 
and eighty ſoldiers, thirty-ſix of whom were "Y'V bh, 
| horſemen, compoſed the. armament Which they Their arma- 


E wore able to fit out. But the aſtoniſhing progreis ment. 
of the Spaniards in America had inſpired them with 

ſuch ideas of their own ſuperiority, that Pizarro bi 
did not heſitate to ſail with this contemptible force i 


2 A 3 — — 
— — —— — — 
2 — 443 — - 


to invade a great empire. Almagro was left at 1531. q 
Panama, as formerly, to follow him with what re- Toby. 1 
inforcement of men he ſhould be able to muſter. 1 
As the ſeaſon for embarking was properly choſen, 9 
and the courfe of navigation between Panama and 1 
| Peru was now better known, Pizarro completed 1 
the voyage in thirteen days; though , by the force | 
| of the winds and currents, he was carried above " 
nen huudred leagues to the north of Tumbez, the | 


e place of his deſtination, and obliged to land his _—_— 
re "IF uoops in the bay of St. Matthew. Without loling Land in 1 
:- amoment, he began to advance towards the ſouth, „ Lelu. 


y aaking care, however, not to depart far from the Wt 
c- Wica-thoce, both that he might eaſily effect a junc- LO 1 
at ton with the ſupplies which h 1e expected from Pa- It: 
\\- {Wiama, and ſecure a retreat in caſe of any diſaſter, — mn 
an Wy keeping as near as poſſible to his ſhips. But as py —˖ 
but the country in ſeveral parts on the coaſt of Peru is = 


1th Warren, unhealthful, and thinly people d; as the 
ns, Spaniards had to paſs all the rivers near their 
re- ]Woouth, where the body of water is gr cateſt ; and 
12 | vs the imprudence of Pizarro, in at racking the na- 
wiſe Wives when he ſhould have Gudicd to gain their 
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| 

e of {ſenfidence, had foiced them to abandon their 1 
n it bubitations ; famine, fatigue, and diſeaſes of va- if 
[ous kinds, brought upon him and bis followers WM 

vox Wilmnities hardly interior to thoſe which they had 0 
tidured in their former expedition, What they At 

Ver ow experienced correſj . 2 il! with the al- bf 
ng deſcription of the country given by Pizarro, 1 
Ver. H.. | N 5 | that 0 

4 1 
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BO OK that many began to reproach him, and every ſoldier 
VI. muſt have become cold to the ſervice, if, even in 
=o this unfertile region of Peru, they had not met 
9" with ſome appearances of wealth and cultivation, 
which ſeeme1 to juſtify the report of their leader, 
April 14. At length they reached the province of Coaque; 
and having ſurpriſed the principal ſettlement of the 
natives, they ſeized there veſſels and ornaments of 
gold and ſilver, to the amount of thirty thouſand 
peſos, with other booty of ſuch value, as diſpelled 
all their doubts, and inſpired the moſt deſponding 
with ſanguine hopes *, ” 


His mea: Plz AR RO himſelf was ſo much delighted with 

wres for ob. this rich {poil,, which he conſidered as the firſt fruits 
taining a re- | . . 

inforcement. Of a land flowing with treaſure, that he in- 

ſtantly diſpatched one of his ſhips to Panama, 

with a large remittance. to Almagro ; and another 

to Nicaragua, with a conſiderable ſum to ſome per- 

ſons of influence in that province, in hopes of al- 

luring adventurers, by this early diſplay of the 

wealth Which he had acquired. Meanwhile, he 

continued his march along the coaſt, and diſdain- 

ing to employ any means of reducing the natives 

but force, he attacked them with ſuch violence 

in their ſcattered habitations, as compelled them 

either to retire into the interior country, or to ſub- 

mit to his yoke, This ſudden appearance of in- 

vaders, whoſe aſpect and manners were ſo ſtrange, 

and whole power ſeemed to be ſo irreſiſtible, made 

the ſame dreadful impreſſion as in other parts of 

America. Pizarro hardly met with reſiſtance until 

he attacked the iſland of Puna in the bay of Guay- 

quil. As that was better peopled than the count!) 

through which he had paſſed, and its inhabitan!s 


fercer and leſs civilized than thoſe of the continent, 


they defended themſelves with uch obſinal a- 


Iertera, dec. 4. lib. vii. c. 9, lib. ii. c. 1. Xeres, 192. 
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pour, that Pizarro ſpent ſix months in reducingBO oK ll 
them to ſubjection. From Puna he proceeded VI. I 
to Tumbez, where the diſtempers that raged I” 9 
among his men compelled him to remain for three 32. i 


j 5 months Fo | | 


| WhiLE he was thus employed, he began to 0 
reap advantage from his own attention, to ſpread 

the fame of his firſt ſucceſs at Coaque. Two dif- Receives 
E ferent detachments arrived from Nicaragua, which, me, ans | 
. 8 continues ts ji 
though neither exceeded thirty men, he conſidered advance. W 
as a reinforcement of great conſequence to his 5 a} 
fecble band, eſpecially as the one was under the 'M 
command of Sebaſtian Benalcazar, and the other = 
of Hernando Soto, officers not inferior in merit 

and reputation to any who had ſerved in America. 

From Tumbez he proceeded to the river Piura, May 16. 
and, in an advantageous ſtation near the mouth 

| of it, he eſtabliſhed the firſt Spaniſh colony in 

Peru; to which he gave the name of St. Michael. 


| 
| 


| As Pizarro continued to advance towards the 5 - 
centre of the Peruvian empire, he gradually re- 18 
| ceived more full information concerning its extent 9 
and policy, as well as the ſituation of its affairs at 
hat juncture. Without ſome knowledge of theſe, 
üb. e could not have conducted his operations with 
. bropriety; and without a ſuitable attention to 
| theſe, it is impoſſible to account for the progreſs 
ade "ich the 1 had already made, or to un- 
e fold the cauſes of their ſubſequent ſucceſs. 
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uni Ar the time when the Spaniards invaded Peru, Siate of the 
na- the dominions of its ſovereigns extended in length, Penn 
ntry rom north to ſouth, above fifteen hundred miles 
ants elong the Pacific Ocean. Its breadth, from eaſt to 

nent, est, was much leſs conſiderable ; being uniformly 
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164 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BOOK bounded by the vaſt ridge of the Andes, ſtretching 


VI. from its one extremity to the other. Peru, like the 
ſt of the New World, was originally poſleſſed 
by ſmall independent tribes, differing from each 


other in manners, and in their forms of rude po- 
licy. All, however, were fo little civilized, that, 
if the traditions concerning their mode of life, pre- 
ſerved among their deſcendants, deſerve credit, 
they mult be claſſed among the molt unimproved 
Tavages of America. Strangers to every ſpecies 
| ol cultivation or regular induſtry, without any 
|; | fixed reſidence, and unacquainted with thoſe ſen- 
timents and obligations which form the firſt bonds 
of ſocial union, they are ſaid to have roamed about 
naked in the foreſts, with which the country was 
then covered, more like wild beaſts than like men. 
Aſter they had ſtrugoled for ſeveral ages with the | 
hardſhips and calamities which are inevitable in this 
barbarous ſtate, and when no circumſtance ſeem- I 
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ed to indicate the approach of any uncommon 
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effort towards improvement, we are told that 


there appeared, on the banks of the lake Titiaca, 


CES 
— — 


| | 
| a man and woman of majeſtic form, and clothed c. 
1 in decent garments. They declared themſelves MW of 
5 to be the children of the Sun, ſent by their bene- 
ll! ficent parent, who beheld with pity the miſeries o! i 0 
lf the human race, to inſtru& and to reclaim them. 1 
1 At their perſuaſion, enforced by reverence for te M 
1 | divinity in whoſe name they were ſuppoſed 06 00 
5 3 SALES | Wi: 
14 2 ſpeak, ſeveral of the diſperſed ſavages united toge- i "8 
ther, and receiving their commands as heavenly i I: 
1H injunctions, followed them to Cuzco, where they Wi * 
1 ſettled, and began to lay the foundations of a city. ne 
| MAN cO Carac and Mama Ocollo, for ſuc 


were the names of thoſe extraordinary perſonages 
= baving thus collected ſome wandering tribes, 
| formed that ſocial union, which, by multiplying 
tlie delies, and uniting the efforts of the human 

ſpecles, 
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taught the women to ſpin and to weave. By the 
labour of the one ſex, ſubſiſtence became leſs pre- 
carious; by that of the other, life was rendered 
more comfortable. After ſecuring the objects of 
firſt neceſſity in an infant ſtate, by providing food, 
raiment, and habitations for the rude people of 
whom he took charge, Manco Capac turned his 


; attention towards introdacing fuch laws and po- 


e- 
; Of 
en. 
the 
| {0 
oge⸗ 
enli 
they 
city. 


{ach 
agen 
1100S, 

lying 

umaſi 
hecles, 


maintained wich ſuch a ſteady hand, 1 
ciety in which he preſided foon alum 
of a regular and well-governed tate. 


| | he Incas were not only obeyed as monarchs, 
but revered as divinities. Their blood was held to 


licy as might perpetuate their happineſs. By his 
inſtitutions, Which ſhall be more particularly ex- 
plained hereafter, the various relations in private 
life were eſtabliſhed, and the dutics reſulting from 
them preſcribed with ſuch propriety, as gradually 
formed a barbarous people to decency of manners. 
In public adminiſtration, the functions of perſons 
in authority were fo preciſely defined, and the 
ſubordination of thoſe under_ their juriſdictidrr 
that the ſo- 
ed the aſpect 


Tavs, according to the Indian tradition, was 


founded the empire of the Iucas or Lords of Peru. 
At firſt, its extent was {mall 
Manco Capac did not reach above eight leagues 
om Cuzco. But within its narrow precincts, he. 
| cxercited abſolute and uncontrolled authority. 
Hs ſucceſſors, as their dominions expanded, ar- 
piogated a ſimilar juriſdiction over their ſubjects : 
the deſpotiſm of Aſia was not more complete 


The territory of 


, 
_-* 


— 


be ſacred, and, by prohibiting intermarriages with 
the people, was never contaminated by mixing 
rich that of any other race. The family, thus 
parted from the reſt of the nation, was diſtin— 

| TE eee gaiſhed 


ſpecies, excites induſtry, and leads to improve- BOO K 
ment. Manco Capac inſtructed the men in VI. 
agriculture, and other uſeful arts, Mama Ocollo pens 


532. 
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166 HISTORY OF AMERICA, 
BOO Kguiſned by peculiarities in dreſs and ornaments, 
TY which it was unlawful for others to aſſume. The 
* monarch himſelf appcared with enſigns of royzalt\ ty 
reſerved for him alone; and received from his 
ſubjects marks of obſequious homage and reſpect, 
which approached almoſt to adoration. 


Bor, among the Peruvians, this unbounded 
power of their monarchs is {aid to have been uni- 
formly accompanied with attention to the good of 
their ſubjects. It was not the rage of conqueſi, 

. if we may believe the accounts of their country- 
men, that Pg the Incas to extend their do- 
minions, but the defire of diffufing the bletlin: 
of civilization, and the knowledge of the art: 
which they pollel] ed, among the barbarous neople 
whom they reduced. During a ſucceſſion of twelve 

monarchs, it 1s ſaid that not one deviated from this 
: beneficent character *, 


Wur x the Spaniards firſt viſited the coaſt of 
Peru, in the year one thouſand five hundred and 
twenty-ſix, Huana Capac, the twelfth monarch M « 

from the founder of the Hate, wes ſeated on the EZ 
throne. He is repreſented as a prince diftinguiſh- WE | 
ed not only for the pacific virtues peculiar to 1h- 
ace, but eminent for his martial talents. By hi 
victorious arms the kingdom of Quito was tub- 


jected, a conqueſt of fac 1 extent and importance | | 
as almoſt doubled the Power of the Peruvian ch. 
Pre. He was fond of icliding in the open of Hl 
that valuable province, which he had added to hs WW 
dominions; and, notwithitanding the ancient and s 
—_ e att of the monarchy againſt poll Þ 
1 ing the royal blood by any foreign alliance, be 4) 
Ji married the daughter »f the vanquiſhed mo. 5 
14 narch of Quito. "She bore him a fon named i © 

Wl. Atahualp i, 

| Yn Olav de! Leon, Chron. c. 44. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. x. C. 4 


dec. 5. lib, iii, c. 17: 


* 
HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
Atahualpa, whom, on his death at Quito, whichBOOK 


ſeems to have happened about the 'year one 
thouſand five hundred and twenty-nine, he ap- 
pointed his ſucceſſor in that kingdom, leaving 
the reſt of his dominions to Huaſcar, his eldeſt 
ſon, by a mother of the royal race. Greatly as 
the Peruvians revered the memory of a monarch 
who had reigned with more reputation and ſplen 
dour than any of his predeceſſors, the deſtination . 
of Huana Capac concerning the ſucceſſion, ap- 
peared ſo repugnant to a maxim coeval with the 
empire, and founded on authority deemed ſacred, 
that it was no ſooner known at Cuzco than it 


ſentiments of his ſatyects, Huaſcar requifed his 
brother to renounce the government of Quito, 
and to acknowledge him as his law ful ſuperior. 
But it had been the firit care of Atahualpa to gain 
a large body of troops which had accompanied 


his father to Quito. Theſe were the flower of 
dhe Peruvian Warriors, to whoſe valour Huana 
\ WW Capac had been indebted for all his victories. Re- 
e hing on their ſupport, Atahualpa firſt eluded his 


brother's demand, and then marched agalnſt him 
n hoſtile array. 


Tues the awbition of two young, men, the 
| title of the one founded on ancient uiage, and 
| that of the other aſſerted by the veteran "troops 


therto been a ſtranger. In ſuch a conteſt, the ll. 
| * was obvious. The force of arms triumphed 
| over the authority of laws. Atahualpa remained 
E Victorious, and made a cruel uſe of his victory. 
eonon of the defe& in his own title to the 
| Crown, he attempted to exterminate the roya 
| lace, by putting to death all the children of the 
| Siu deſcended from Manco Capac, whom he could 


ſclze 


excited general diſguſt. Encouraged byythoſe 
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VI. 


1532. 


[ involved Peru in civil war, a calamity, to which, _ 
| ner a ſucceſſion of virtuous princes, it had hi- 


4 


x 0 , | % s 
— —u— mom a — — ü — 


W 


—— ood” N 4 
- . 
att —ᷓ ꝙ w“ ————— 2 2 


. 2 * 2 
2 7 — tt 1 . l 
* 4 # C _ 6. pra] To 2 o 
— . — 4 N 5 a is; — 53 — ——— re 
= x; > ob * — > ; - - * — ee, OR — — 
- 4 * — = — 


as Met as — 


1 


168 _ HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BOOK ſeize either by force or ſtratagem. From a po- 
VI lhitical motive, the life of ſhis unfortunate rival 
Huaſcar, who had been taken priſoner 1n the 
153 * battle which decided the fate of the empire, was 
ſaved for ſom e time, that, by iſſuing orders in 
his name, the ul urper might more cally eſtabliſh 

his own authority *. 


Favourale WHEN Pizarro larided in the bay of St. Mat 
3 " thew, this civil war raged between the two hro- 
ano, thers in its greateſt fury. Had he made any 
| hoſtile attempt in his former viſit to Peru in the 
year one thouſand five hundred and twenty-{c- 
ven, he muſt then have encountered the force of | 
a powerful ſtate, united under a monarch pu! 
ſeſſed of capacity and courage, and unembarraſled 
| with any care that could divert him from oppo- 
ſing his progreſs. But at this time, the two 
competitors, though they received early account 
of the arrival and violent proceedings of the Spa- 
niards, were ſo intent upon the operations of a 
War, which they deemed more intereſting, that 
they paid no attention to the motions of an che- 
my, too inconiiderable in number to excite any 
great alarm, and to whoſe career it would be 
caly, as they imagined, to give a check, when 
more at leiſure. | 


he aral: By this fortunate coincidence of events, where- 
Eimiettot it, of Pizarro could have no forenght, and of which, 


in from his defective mode of intercourſe with the * 
people of the country, he remained long ignorant, r 
he was permitted to carry on his operations un- " 

moleſted, and advanced to the centre of a great C 
empire before one effort of its power was exerted | 1 
to ſtop its progreſs. During their progres, be u 
Spaniards had acquired ſome imperfect kn non ledge 
| - = 

| | | "ne 


* Zarate, lib i.-c. 15. News: 1 „ lib. ix. c. 12. and 32. 
40. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. i. c. 2. lib. iii. c. 175 


pPeruvians to attack him with their whole 
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ol this ſtru ggle between the two contending fac- BOOK 


tions. The firſt complete information, with re{pect 
to it, they received from ſome meſſ=n; gers whom. 
Hualcar ſent to Pizarro, in order to ſolicit his aid 


againſt Atahualpa, whom ne repreſented as a 


rebel and an uſurper *. Pizarro perceived at once 
the importance of this intelligence, and foreſaw 


ſo clearly all the advantages which might be de- 


rived from this divided ſtate of the kingdom 


which he had invaded, that, without waiting 707 
the reinforcement which he ex pected from Pan- 
ama, he determined to puſh forward, while in- 


cine diſcord pat It out of the power of the 


Orc 


and while, by taking part, as circumſtances hy duld 
incline him, with one of the compeutors, he 
might be enabled with greater eaſe to cruſh 15 
Enterpriſing as the Spaniards of that age were 


in all their operations againſt Americans, and 


diſtinguiſhed as Pizarro was among his Country - 


men for daring courage, we can hardly apf Ole, 
that after having proceeded hither flowly, and 
F with much caution, he would have changed at 


once his ſyſtem of operation, and have veatured 


bon a meaſure fo hazardous, without ſome new 
motive or proſpect to juſtify it. 


town 


* Larate, lib, 1 3. Þ See NOTE XXXII. 


4 


1 


1532. 


As he was obliged to divide his troops, in State of bis 
order to leave a garriſon! in St. Michael, ſufficient 
uo deſend a ſtation of equal importance as a place 
| of retreat in caſe of any diſaſter, and as a port 
| ior receiving any ſupplies which mould come ffom 
E Panama, he began his march with a very flender 
and ill-accoutred train of followers, I hey con- 
| liſted of fixty-two horſemen +, and a hun Led and 
% foot ſoldiers, of whom twenty were armed 
ih croſs-bows, and three with miulkets, He 
directed his courſe towards Caxamaica, a ſmall 


forces. 
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BOOK town at the diſtance of twelve days march from 
* St. Michael, where Atahualpa was encamped with 
„ conſiderable body of troops. Before he had 
5 proceeded far, an officer diſpatched by the Inca 
met him with a valuable preſent from that prince, 
accompanied with a profer of his alliance, and 
his aſſurances of a frendly reception at Caxamal- 
ca. Pizarro, according to the uſual artifice of 
his countrymen in America, Pretended to come as} 
the ambailador of a very powerful monarch, and 
declared that he was now advancing with inten- 
tion to offer Atahualpa his aid againſt thoſe en- 
mies who diſputed his title to the throne *. 


Kea of the As the object of the Spaniards i in entering their 
= country was altogether incomprehenſible to the 
rhein deſigns, Peruvians, they had formed various conjectures 
concerning 1t, without being able to decide whe- 
ther they ſhould conſider their new gueſts as 
beings of a ſuperior nature, who had viſited them 
from ſome beneficent motive, or as formidable 
avengers of their crimes, and enemies to their re- 
poſe and liberty. The continual profeſſions of 
the Spaniards, that they came to enlighten them 
with the knowledge of truth, and lead them in 
the way of happinels, favoured the former Opi- 
nion; the outrages which they committed, ther 
rapacioulnets and crucity, were awful confirma- 
tions of the latter. While in this ſtate of uncer- 
tainty, Pizarro's declaration of his pacific inten- 
tions ſo far removed all the Inca's fears, that 
he determined to give him a friendly recep- 
tion. In conſequence of this reſolution, i: 
Spaniards were allowed to march in tranquillity 

acrols the ſandy deſert between between St. Mi 
chael and Motupè, where the moſt ſeeble effort 
| of an enemy, added to the unavoidable diſireiſes 
which they ſuffered in paſſing through that 
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comfortleſs region, muſt have proved fatal to B OO * 


them. From Montupe they advanced towards, 


the mountains which encompaſs the low country 

of Peru, and paſſed through a defile fo narrow 
and inacceſſible, that a few men might have de- 
ended it againſt a numerous army. But here 
likewiſe, from the ſame inconſiderate credulity 


ok the Inca, the Spaniards met with no oppolt-' 
tion, and took quiet poſſeſſion of a fort erected 
for the ſecurity of that important ſtation. As 
they now approached near to Caxamalca, Ata- 
mays renewed his profeſſions of friendih) D; and 


VI. 


1532. 


5 an evidence of his ſincerity, ſent them brelents = 


'f greater value than the f former. 


O entering Cax -amalca, Pizarro took « poſſeſſion g: 
of a large court, on one ſide of which was a 
houſe which the Spaniſh hiſtorians call a palac 
of the Inca, and on the other a temple of the 


Sun, the whole ſurrounded with a itwong ram- 


part or wall of earth, When he had 5 his 


troops in this advantageous ſtation, he diſpatched 
Hernando Soto, and his brother Ferdinand, to 
the camp of Atahualpa, Which was about a 
league diſtant from the town. He inſtructed 
mem to confirm the declaration which he had 
ſormerly made of his pacific diſpoſition, and to 


deſire an interview with the Inca, that he might 
explain *more fully the intention of the Spaniards 
in viſiting his country, They were treated with 
all the reſpeAful hoſpitality ninal among tne 
Peruvians in the reception of their moſt cordial 
friends, and Atahualpa prom'ſed to viſit the Spa- 
niſh commander next day in his quarters. The 
decent deportment of the Peruvian monarch, the 


order of his court, and the reverence with which 
his ſubjects approached his perſon and obeyed his 


commands, aitomihcd thoſe Spaniards, who had 
| never 


* See NOTE XXXIIl. 
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BO O R never met in America with any thing more dignifi- 


VI. 


1532. 


Perfidious 


fcheme of 
Pizarro. 


formed of thoſe precious metals 
pects far exceeding any idea of opulence that a 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


ed than the petty cazique of a barbarous tribe. But 


their eyes were ſtill more powerfully attracted by 


the vaſt profuſion of wealth which they obſerved 


in the Inca's camp. The rich ornaments worn 


by him and his attendants, the veſſels of gold and 
ſilver in which the repalt offered to them was 
ſerved up, the multitude of utenſils of every kind 


, opened proſ- 


European of the ſixteenth century could form. 


ON their return to Caxamalca, while their minds 


were yet warm with admiration and deſire of the 
wealih which they had beheld, they gave ſuch a 


deſcription of it to their countrymen, as con- 


Armed Pizario in a refolution which he had al- 


ready taken. From his own obſervation of Ame- 
rican manners during his long ſervice in the New 


World, as well as from the advanta ages Which 
Cortes had derived from ſeizing Montezuma, he 
| knew of what conſequence it was to have the 
Inca in bis power. 
a plan as dating as it was peificions. 


For this purpoſe, he formed 


Notwith- 
Randing the character he had aſſumed of an ambal- 


ſador from a powerful monarch, who courted an 
alliance with the Inca, and in violation of thc 


repeated offers which he had made to him of his 


own friendſhip and aſſiſtance, he determined is 
aval himſelf of the unſuſpicious fimplicity wich 
which Atahualpa relied on his profeſſions, and to 
ſeize his perſon during the interview to which he 


bad invited him. He prepared for the execution 


ol his ſcheme with the ſame deliberate arrangement, 


and with as little compunction, as if it had reflect- 
Ed no diſgrace on himtelf or his country, He divided 


ls 
; 
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his cavalry into three ſmall ſquadrons, under the BO OK 
command of his brother Ferdinand, Soto, and Be- VI. 
nalcazar; his infantry was formed in one body, ex- TX 
cept twenty of moſt trie; courage, whom he kept 3? 
near his own perſon to ſupport him in the dange- 
rous ſervice which he reſerved for himſelf ; the ar- 
tillery, conſiſting of two field-pieces * and the Wit 
croſs-bow men, were placed oppolite to the ave- | _ 
nue by which Atahualpa was to approach. All WE: 
were commanded to keep within the iquare, and 1.0 
not to move until the ſignal for action was given. kf 
EARLY in the morning the Peruvian camp was Ne, lt 
all in motion. But as Atahualpa was ſolicitous to wg rg wy 
appear with the greateſt ſplendour and magnifi- - =. 
| cence in his firſt interview with the ſtrangers, the 9 
preparations for this were fo tedious, that the day _ % i 
was far advanced before he began his march. Even * 
then, leſt the order of the proceſſion ſhould be de- 1 
ranged, he moved fo flowly, that the Spaniards wo 
became impatient and apprehenſive that ſome ſuſ- þ 
picion of their intention might be the cauſe of this 1 
delay. In order to remove this, Pizarro diſpatch- 1 
ed one of his officers with freſh aſſurances of e 
his friendly diſpoſition. At length the Inca as:? 
; proached. Firſt of all appeared four hundred | ! 


men, in an uniform dreſs, as harbingers to clear 


© WE the way before him. He himſelf, fitting on a A 
's W throneorcouch, adorned with plumes of various 1 
colours, and almoſt covered with plates of gold and 1 


od" * _ < 4 — thee — 
7 p . ner pon on nt ts 
. * — — © 8 - — - — — 


ſilver enriched with precious ſtones, was carried 
on the ſhoulders of his principal attendants, Be- 
| hind him came ſome chief officers of his court, 
| carried in the ſame manner. Several bands of 
lngers and- dancers accompanied this cavalcade; 
and the whole plain was covered with troops, 
| amounting to more than thirty thouſand men. - 
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BOOK As the Inca drew near the Spaniſh quarters, fa- 
VI. ther Vincent Valverde, chaplain to the expedition, 
advanced with a crucifix i in one hand, and a bre- 
| Strange ba- VIATy in the other, and in a long diſcourſe ex- 
rangue of 12- plained to bim the doctrine of the creation, the 
verde, fall of Adam, the incarnation, the ſufferings and 
reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, the appointment of 
St. Peter as God's vicegerent on earth, the tranſ- 
miſſion of his apoſtolic power by ſucceſſion to the 
popes, the donation made to the king of Caſtile 

by pope Alexander of all the regions in the New 
World. In conſequence of all this, he required 
Atahualpa to embrace the Chriſtian faith, to ac- 

| knowledge the ſupreme juriſdiction of the Pope, 

and to ſubmit to the king of Caſtile as his lawful 
ſovercign ; promiling, if he complied inſtantly 

with this requiſition, that the Caſtilian monarch 
would protect his dominions, and permit him to 
continue in the exerciſe of his royal authority ; but 

if he ſhould impiouſly refuſe to obey this ſum- 

mons, he denounced war againſt him in his maſ- 

ter's name, and threatened him with the moſt 

_ dreadful effects of his vengeance. 


Reply of the Tus ſtrange harangue, unfolding deep myſte- 
. and alluding to unknown facts, of which no 
power Ot eloquence could have conveyed at once 

a diſtinct idea to an American, was ſo lamely 
tranſlated by an unfliltul interpreter, little ac- 
quainted with the idiom of the Spaniſh tongue, 
and incapable of expreſſing himſelf with propriety 
in the language of the Inca, that its general tenor 
Was altogether incomprchenſible to Atahualpa. 
Some parts in it, of more obvious meaning, filled 
him with aſtoniſhment and indignation. His re: 
ply, however, was temperate. He began with 
obſerving, that he was lord of the dominions 
cover which he rei igned by hereditary fucce!! 0, 
and | 
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and added, that he could not conceive how a fo- BOOK 
reign prieft ſhould pretend to diſpoſe of territories Vi 
which did not belong to him; that if ſuch a pre- 


poſterous grant had been made, he, who was the ws 
rightful poſteflor, refuſed to. confirm it; that he 
had no inchnation to renounce the religious inſti- 
tutions eſtabliſhed by his anceſtors; nor would he 
forſake the ſervice of the Sun, the immortal divi- 
nity whom he and his people revered, in order to "HE 
worſhip the God of the Spaniards, who was ſub- _ : Wy. 
ject to death; that with reſpect to other matters | 14 | 
contained in his diſcourſe, as he had never heard | 13 
of them before, and did not now underſtand their FRY 
meaning, he deſired to know where he had learn- 7 WY 
ed things ſo extraordinary. In this book,” an- ng 
ſwered Valverde, reaching out to him his breviary. | il f 
The Inca opened it eagerly, and turning over the 1 


leaves, lifted it to his ear: This,“ ſays he, is 
filent ; it tells me nothing ;” and threw it with l 
diſdain to the ground. The enraged monk, run- 1 
ning towards his country men, cried out, ** To Wl 
arms, Chriſtians, to arms; the word of God is in- 1 
ſulted ; avenge this profanation on thoſe impious =_ 
dogs N 5 | | 5 | | | : 4 0 4 


 PizaRRo, who, during this long conference, pute ar- = 
had with difficulty reſtrained his ſoldiers, eager tg there 1410 
| (eize the rich ſpoils of which they had now fo near 1 b 
a view, immediately gave the ſignal of aſſault. FR 
At once the martial muſic ſtruck up, the cannon : 3A 
and muſkets began to fire, the norte ſallied out ..- 
| fiercely to the charge, the infantry ruthed on 1 
| ſword in hand. The Peruvians, aſtoniſhed at the 41M 
ſuddenneſs of an attack which they did not ex- "WY 
| pect, and diſmayed with the deſtructive effects of Fi bt 
| the fire-arms, and the irreſiſtible impreiſion of the ö 11 
| cavalry, fled with univerſal conſternation on every : 1 
| ide, without attempting either to annoy the ene- 144 
my, or to defend themſelves. Pizarro, at the head HEMT 

1 of pet 
» See NOTE XXXIV. 149 
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and ſcizes 


the Inca. 


Dejection of 
the Inca. | 
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BO OK of his choſen band, advanced directly towards the 


Inca; and though his nobles crowded around him 
with officio as zeal, and fell in numbers at his feet, 


while they vied one with another in ſacrificing their 


own hives, that they might cover the ſacred perſon 


of their ſoy ereign, the Spaniards ſoon penetrated 


to the royal feat ; and Pizarro ſeizing the Inca by 
the arm, dragged him to the ground, and carried 
him as a priſoner to his quarters. The fate of rhe 


monarch increaſed the precipitate flight of his 
followers. 
every quarter, and with deliberate and unrelent- 


The Spaniards purſued them towards 


ing barbarity continued to ſlaughter wretched fu- 
gitives, who never once offered at reſiſtance. The 
carnage did not ceaſe until the cloſe of day. A- 
bove four thouſand Peruvians were killed. Not 


a ſingle Spaniard fell, nor was one. wounded but 


Pizarro himſelf, whoſe hand was flightly hurt by 


one of his own ſoldiers, While ſtruggling eagerly 
to lay hold on the Inca? . 


Taz plunder of the field was rich beyond any 


idea which the Spaniards had yet formed concern- 
ing the wealthof Peru; and they were ſo tranſport- 


ed with the value of the acquiſition, as well as the 
greatneſs of their ſucceſs, that they paſſed the 
night in the extravagant exultation natural to in- 


digent adventurers on ſuch an Extraordinary 


change of fortune, 


Ar firſt the captive 8 could hardly be- 
lieve a calamity which he ſo little expected to be 
real. But he ſoon felt all the miſery of his fate, 
and the dejection into which he ſunk was in pro- 
portion to the height of grandeur from which he 
had fallen. Pizarro, afraid of loſing all the ad. 
vantages which he hoped to derive from the poſ- 
ſeſſion of ſuch a priſoner, laboured to conſole 5 
£ Wil! 


* SeNOTE XXXV. 
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with profeſſions of kindneſs and reſpect, that cor-B OO K | 
reſponded ill with his actions. By reſiding among . i 
the Spaniards, the Inca quickly diſcovered their 532. Ty ; 
ruling paſſion, which, indeed, they were no-wiſe _ 1 
ſolicitous to conceal, and by applying to that, 
made an attempt to recover his liberty. He offer- Aa Wild! 
ed as a ranſom what aſtoniſhed the Spaniards, 1 
even after all they now knew concerning the opu- „. 
lence of his kingdom. The apartment in which 1 
he was confined was twenty-two feet in length and 1 
ſixteen in breadth ; he undertook to fill it with — 
| veſſels of gold as high as he could reach. Pizarro _ 
| cloſed eagerly with this tempting propoſal, and a 
ne was drawn upon the walls of the chamber, to 
mark the ſtipulated height to which the treaſure 
TR Wme e 


Ar AHUAL A, tranſported with having obtain- 1 
ed ſome proſpect of liberty, took meaſures in- it 
ſtantly for fulfilling his part of the agreement, by 'Þ 
| {ending meſſengers to Cuzco, Quito, and other N 
places, where gold had been amaſſed in largeſt j 
| quantities, either for adorning the temples-of their 1 0 
gods, or the houſes of the Inca, to bring what ih 
aas neceſſary for completing his ranſom directly 45 
o Caxamalca. Though Atahualpa was now in | | 1 
- Wii cuſtody of his enemies, yet ſo much were the _ 
\ {Weeruvians accuſtomed to reſpect every mandate (40 
illued by their ſovereign, that his orders were ex- 1 
auted with the greateſt alacrity. Soothed with Wi 
"Wipes of recovering his liberty by this means, the i 
ſubjects of the Inca were afraid of endangering his _ 
lite by forming any other ſcheme for his relief, \ HY 


__ 
* 


4 do OE. 
ery —————— 
% > #4 * * RR. ct s 


and though the force of the empire was ſtill entire, 
00 preparations were made, and no army. aſſem- 
bed, to avenge their own wrongs or thoſe of their 
Monarch *. 
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BOOK Tux Spamards remained in Caxamalca tranquil 


VI. and unmoleſted. Small detachments of their 
&YV number marched into remote provinces of the em- 
The 85. Pire, and inſtead of meeting with any oppoſition, 
niards viſit were every where received with marks of the moſt 


different | 3 
dferem ſubmiſſive reſpect *, 


Almagroar- INCONSIDERABLE as thoſe parties were, and 
rives with 2 deſirous as Pizarro might be to obtain ſome knoy- 
ment. ledge of the interior ſtate of the country, he 
could not have ventured upon any diminution of 
December, his main body, if he had not about this time re. 
ceived an account of Almagro's having landed at 

St. Michael with ſuch reinforcement as would al. 

moſt double the number of his follow ers 1. The 

arrival of this long-expected ſuccour was not more 
agreeable to the Spaniards, than alarming to the 

Inca. He ſaw the power of his enemies increaſe; 

and as he knew neither the ſource whence they de- 

rived their ſipplies, nor the means by which they 

were conveyed to Peru, he could not foreſee to 

what a height the inundation that pouredin upon hs 

1633. dominions might rife. While diſquieted with fuct 
e death. àapprehenſions, he learned, that ſome Spaniards, in 
their way to Cuzco, had viſited his brother Hua 

car in the place where he kept him confined, and 

that the captive prince had repreſented to them the 

juſtice of his own cauſe, and as an inducement to 

eſpouſe it, had promiſed them a quantity of tres 

{uce vaſtly exceeding what he had engaged to pi) 

for his ranſom. If the Spaniards ſhould liſten t 

this propoſal, he perceived his own deſtruction t0 

be inevitable; and ſuſpecting that their inſatiabs 

thirlt for gold would tempt them to lend a favour 

able ear to it, he determined to ſacrifice his bro 

ther's life, that he might ſave his own; and wy 

rt Jer 


See NOTE XXXVI. + Xerez, 204. Herrera, dec.) 


hb, ili. c. 1, 2. 


; HISTORY OF AMERICA 179 
ders for this purpoſe were executed, like all his o- BOOK 
ther commands, with ſcrupulous punctuality “. F 


MR ANWHILE, Indians daily arrived at Caxa- 1533: li" 
malca from different parts of the kingdom, loaded Ie, S1*- "ut 
with treaſure. A great part of the ſtipulated quan- a diviſion of | RM 
tity was now amaſſed, and Atahualpa aſſured the che foi. 610 
Spaniards, that the only thing which prevented 9 
the whole from being brought in, was the remote: 16 
neſs of the provinces where it was depoſited. But 1 
ſuch vaſt piles of gold, preſented continually to ind 
| the view of needy ſoldiers, had fo inflamed their Fl 
| avarice, that it was impoſlible any longer to re- 10 
ſtrain their impatience to obtain poſſeſſion of this 11 
lich booty. Orders were given for melting down 11 
the whole, except ſome pieces of curious fabric, 
e reſerved as a preſent for the emperor, After ſet- 
e; ing apart the fifth due to the crown, and a hun- 1 
je: dred thouſand peſos as a donative to the ſoldiers =_ 
e which arrived with Almagro, there remained one 
million five hundred and twenty-eight thouſand 
hs five hundred peſos to Pizarro and his followers. 
uch The feſtival of St. James, the patron faint of 
s,inW Spain, was the day choſen for the partition of this 
ua. valt ſum; and the manner of conducting it ſtrong- 
an ly marks that ſtrange alliance of fanaticiſm with 
ne avarice, which I have more than once had occaſion 
nt vw to point out as a ftriking feature in the character 
terſe of the conquerors of the New World. Though 
o pa alſembled to divide the ſpoils of an innocent peo- 
ten u ple, procured by geceit, extortion, and cruelty, 
jon the tranſaction began with a ſolemn invocation of 
auabe f the name of God , as if they could have expect- 
a vou ed the guidance of Heaven in diftributing thoſe 
is bio wages of iniquity. In this diviſion above eight 
his off thouſand peſos, at that time not inferior in value 
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BOOK to as many pounds ſterling in the preſent century, 
VI. fell to the ſhare of each horſeman, and half that 
4 ſum to each foot ſoldier. Pizarro himſelf, and his 
ANEE” officers, received dividents in proportion to the dig- 

nity of their rank. e 


The efea THERE is no example in hiſtory of ſuch a ſud- 
cit. den acquiition of wealth by military ſervice, nor 
was ever a {um ſo great divided among ſo ſmall a 
number of ſoldiers. Many of them having re- 
ceived a recompence for their ſervices far beyond 
their moſt ſanguine hopes, were ſo impatient to 
retire from fatigue and danger in order to ſpend 
the remainder of their days in their native coun- 
try, in eaſe and opulence, that they demanded 
their diſcharge with clamorous importunity. Pi- 
zarro, ſenſible that from ſuch men he could expect 
neither enterpriſe in action nor fortitude in ſuffer- 
ing, and perſuaded that wherever they went, the 
diſplay of their riches would allure adventur- 
ers, leſs opulent but more hardy, to his ſtandard, 
granted their ſuit without reluctance, and permit- [ 
ted above ſixty of them to accompany his brother c 
Ferdinand, whom he ſent to Spain with an ac- p 
count of his ſucceſs, and the preſent deſtined for WF 1 
. 1 By 
T 
g 


the emperor *, 


The Ines THE Spaniards having divided among them 


- a the treaſure amaſſed for the Inca's ranſom, he in- er 
vain, ſiſted with them to fulfil their promiſe of ſetting WW of 
dim at liberty. But nothing was farther from Pi- za 
zarro's thoughts. During his long ſervice in the wi 

New World, he had imbibed thoſe ideas and ma- 
ims of his fellow- ſoldiers, which led them to con- 


ſider its inhabitants as an inferior race, neither wor- 
thy of the name, nor intitled to the rights, of 
men. In his compact with Atahualpa, he had no 
other object than to amuſe his captive with ſuch a 


Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iii, c. 4. Vega, p. 2. lib. i. c. 38. 
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oſpect of recovering his liberty, as might induce BOOK ||| 
bim to lend all the aid of his authority towards VI. Pi 
collecting the wealth of his kingdom. Having 9 10 


now accompliſhed this, he no longer regarded his — Wh 


faith; and at the very time when the credulous — 
prince hoped to be replaced on his throne, he had 1 
ſecretly reſolved to bereave him of life. Many 1 
circumſtances ſeem to have concurred in promot- Tn 1 


ing him to this action, the moſt criminal and at- 
trocious that ſtains the Spaniſh name, amidſt all WT. 
the deeds of violence committed in carrying on "ol 
the conqueſt of the New World. „„ 1 
Tarovcn Pizarro had ſeized the Inca, in imi- egen ON 
tation of Cortes's conduct towards the Mexican mutaly _— 
monarch, he did not poſſeſs talents for carrying on | 1 
the ſame artful plan of policy. Deſtitute of the FE. IN 
temper and addreſs requiſite for gaining the con- z FEM 


fidence of his priſoner, he never reaped all the ad- 
vantages which might have been derived from be- 114.08 
ing maſter of his perſon and authority. Atahual- — 
pa was, indeed, a prince of greater abilities and | 1 


diſcernment than Montezuma, and ſeems to have 180 
| penetrated more thoroughly | into the character and — 
| intentions of the Spaniards. Mutual ſuſpicion 1 
aud diſtruſt accordingly took place between them. 'N 

The ſtrict attention with which it was neceſſary to | 


guard a captive of ſuch importance, greatly in- 
creaſed the fatigue of military duty. The utility 
of keeping him appeared inconſiderable; and Pi- 


| | zarro felt him as an incumbrance, from which he 
| Wiſhed to be delivered “. 


AlMacRo and his . had made a de- Almazro 
mand of an equal ſhare in the Inca's ranſom ; and e it 
Low Pizarro had beſtowed upon the private; mand his 
men the large gratuity which I have mentioned, "* _ 


and 
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BOOK and endeavoured to ſooth their leader by preſents 
oy L of great value, they ſtill continued diſſatisfied. 
1533, They were apprehenſive, that as long as Atahual- 
ja remained a priſoner, Pizarro's ſoldiers would 
apply whatever treaſure ſhoutd be acquired, to 
make up what was wanting of the quantity ſtipu- 
lated for his ranſom, and under that pretext ex- 
clude them from any part of it. They inſiſted 
eagerly on putting the Inca to death, that all the 
adventurers in Peru might thereafter be on an 
equal footing ®, 5 e 


Motve PIZARRO himſelf began to be alarmed with ac- 
which in- Counts of forces aſſembling in the remote pro- 
AL zarrotocon- VINCES of the empire, and ſuſpected Atahualpa 0 
fn. having iſſued orders for that purpoſe. Theſe 
fears and ſuſpicions were artfully increaſed by 
Philippillo, one of the Indians whom Pizarro had 
had carried off from Tumbez in the year one 
thouſand five hundred and twenty, and whom he 
employed as an interpreter. The function which 
he performed admitting this man to familiar inter- 
courſe with the captive monarch, he preſumed, 
notwithſtanding the meannels of his birth, to raiſe 
his affections to a Cya, or deſcendant of the Sun, 
one of Atahualpa's wives; and ſeeing no proſpect 
of gratifying that paſſion during the life of the 
monarch, he endeavoured to fill the ears of the 
Spaniards with ſuch accounts of his fecret deſigns 
and preparations, as might awaken their jealouty 


and excite them to cut him off. 


WulLE Almagro and his followers openly de- 
manded th life of the Inca, and Philippillo laboured 
to ruin him by private machinations, that unhap- 
py prince inadvertently contributed to haſten his 
own fate. During his confinement he 1 
7 tachec 


ETatate, lib. 2, c. 7, Vega, p- 2. lib. 1. c. . Herren, | 
dec. 5. lib. z. c. 4. | 
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Pizarro and Hernando Soto; who, as they were 
perſons of birth and education ſuperior to the 
rough adventurers with whom they ſerved, were 


this reſ pect from perſons of ſuch high rank, he de- 
lighted in their ſociety; but in the preſence of the 


dread ſoon came to be mingled with contempt. 
Among all the European arts, what he admired 
moſt was that of reading and writing; 
long deliberated with himſelf, whether he ſhould 
regard it as a natural or acquired talent. 
to determine this, he deſired one of the ſoldiers, 


ſeveral Spaniards, aſking its meaning; and to his 


the ſame anfver. 


him as a mean perſon, leſs inſtructed than his Own 


j excited ſuch reſentment in his breaſt, as added 
force to all the other conſiderations which prompt- 
ed him to put the Inca to death *. 


0 b this violent action, and that he himſelf, might be 
Pp" WW <xempted from ſanding ſingly reſponſible for the 


accuſtomed to behave with more decency and at- 
tention to the captive monarch. Soothed with 


governor he was uneaſy, and overawed. This 


and he 


who guarded him, to write the name of God on the 
nail of his thumb. This he ſhewed ſucceſſively to 


amazement, they all, without hefitarion, returned 
At length Pizarro entered; and 
on preſenting it to him, he bluſhed, and with ſome 
confuſion was obliged to acknowledge his igno- 
rance. From that moment, Atahualpa conſidered 


ſoldiers; and he had not addreſs enough to con- 
ceal the ſentiments with which this diſcovery in- 
ſpired him. To be the objed of a barbarian's 
ſcorn, not only mortified the pride of Pizarro, but 


10d 


lei, 


1 Herrera, dec. 5 


hs commiſſion of it, Pizarro reſolved to try the Inca 
| | with 


lib. ui. c. 4. ver 11. lib. i c. 38. 


18 3 
; tached himſelf with peculiar affection to Ferdinand B O O K 


"= 


1533: 


In order 


Bur in order to give ſome colour of "ſho to His trial. 
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BO OK with all the formalities obſerved in the criminal 
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courts of Spain. Pizarro himſelf, and Almagro, 
with two aſſiſtants were appointed judges, with 


full power to acquit or to condemn ; an attorney- 


general was named to carry on the proſecution in 


the king's name; counſellors were choſen to affiſt 


the priſoner in his defence; and clerks were or- 


dained to record the proceedings of court. Be- 


fore this ſtrange tribunal, a charge was exhibited 
ſtill more amazing. It conſiſted of various arti- 
cles; that Atahualpa, though a baſtard, had diſ- 


poſſeſſed the rightful owner of the throne, and 


uſurped the regal power; that he had put his bro- 
ther and lawful ſovereign to death; that he was an 


idolater, and had not only permitted, but com- 


manded the offering of human ſacrifices ; that he 
had a great number of concubines ; that ſince his 
impriſonment he had waſted and embezzled the 


royal treaſures, which now belonged of right to 
the conquerors ; that he had incited his ſubjects 
to take arms againſt the Spaniards. On theſe 
heads of accuſation, ſome of which are ſo ludicrous, 


others ſo abiurd, that the effrontery of Pizarro, 


in making them the foundation of a ſerious pro- 
_ cedure, is not leſs ſurpriſing than his injuſtice, did 
the court go on to try the ſovereign of a great em- 


pire, over whom it had no juriſdiction. With re- 
ſpect to each of the articles, witneſſes were exa- 


mined ; but as they delivered their evidenee in 


their native tongue, Philippillo had it in his power 


to give their words whatever turn beſt ſuited his 
malevolent intentions. To judges predetermined 
in their opinion, this evidence appeared ſufficient. 


Ne con- 
demned, 


They pronounced Atahualpa guilty, and condemn 
ed him to be burnt alive. Friar Valverde proſti- 


tuted the authority of his ſacred function to con- 


firm this ſentence, and by his fignature warranted 


it to be juſt. Aſtoniſhed at his fate, Atahualpa 


endeavoured to avert it by his tears, by 1 
an 


| 
N 
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and by entreaties, that he might be ſent to Spain, BOOK 1 
where a monarch would be the arbiter of his lot. VI. Will 
But pity never touched the unfeeling heart of Pi- * e 
zarro. He ordered him to led inſtantly to execu- 9% by 
tion ; and what added to the bitterneſs of his laſt 1 
moments, the ſame monk who had juſt ratified his 1 
doom, offered to conſole, and attempted to con- = 
vert him. The moſt powerful argument Valverde --.- 
employed to prevail with him to embrace the 4 
| Chriſtian faith, was a promiſe of a mitigation in 1 1 
bis puniſhment. 'The dread of a cruel death ex- al | 
| torted from the trembling victim a deſire of re- 14.0 
ceiving baptiſm. The ceremony was performed; | if! bi 
and Atahualpa, inſtead of being burnt, was s ſtran- 2 ment 1 
gled at the ſta kee. e 1 
HapPILx for the credit of the Spaniſh nation, Several Spa- ED 0 of 
eren among the profligate adventurers which it 1 mm 
ſent forth to conquer and deſolate the New World, wm 
| there were perſons who retained ſome tincture of 1 
the Caſtilian, generoſity and honour. Though, 1 
before the trial of Atahualpa, Ferdinand Pizarro vo 
bad ſet out for Spain, and Soto was ſent on a ſe- | 


| parate command at a diſtance from Caxamalca, 7.16 
| this odious tranſaction was not carried on without nw 


| cenſure and oppoſition. Several officers, and g 
among thoſe ſome of the greateſt reputation and 19 9 
| moſt reſpectable families in the ſervice, not only 17 9 
temonſtrated, but proteſted againſt this meaſure Fil 
of their general, as diſgraceful to their country, as 1 
s epugnant to every maxim of equity, as a violation 1 
4 Wo public faith, and an uſurpation of juriſdiction =_ 
t. over an independent monarch, to which they had =— 
„. Woo title. But their endeavours were vain, Num- = 
in | 46 7 
„bers, and the opinion of ſuch as held every thing VIE 
to be lawful which they deemed advantageous, i 4 
| prevailed. 1 

* Zatate, fl. Il. C. 7. MXerez, p. 238. Vega, p. 11. lib. i. 1 


2 37. Gomara Hiſt. c. 117. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. 1, b. + 
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ment ander- Of his ſons with the enſigns of royalty, hoping 
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BO OK prevailed. Hiſtory, however, records even the 
VI. unſucceſsful exertions of virtue with applauſe ; and 
the Spaniſh writers, in relating events where the 
333. valour of their nation is more conſpicuous than its 
humanity, have not failed to preſerve the names of 
thoſe who made this laudable effort to ſave their 
country from the infamy of having perpetrated 
fuck inte Ds 
Diqolutien O the death of Atahualpa, Pizarro imveſted one 


of govern- 


«r in Perv. that a young man without experience might prove 
a more paſſive inſtrument in his hands, than an 
-ambitious monarch, who had been accuſtomed to 
independent command. . The people of Cuzco, 
and the adjacent country, acknowledged Manco 
Capac, a brother of Huaſcar, as Inca T. But nci- 
ther poſſeſſed the authority which belonged to a 
ſovereign of Peru. The violent convulſions into 
which the empire had been thrown, firſt by the 
Civil war between the two brothers, and then by 
the invaſion of the Spaniards, had not only de- 
ranged the order of the Peruvian government, but 
almoſt diſſolved its frame. When they beheld 
their monarch a captive in the power of ſtrangers, 
and at laſt ſuffering an ignominious death, the 
people in ſeveral provinces, as if they had been ſe 
free from every reſtraint of law and decency, broke 
out into the moſt licentious exceſſes kt. So many 
_ deſcendants of the Sun, after being treated with 
the utmoſt indignity, had been cut off by Atahu- 
alpa, that not only their influence in the ſtate di- 
miniſhed with their number, but the accuſtomed 
reverence for that ſacred race ſenſibly decreaſcd. 
In conſequence of this ſtate of things, ambitious 


Vega, p. II. lib. i. c. 37. Nerez, i. 235. Herrera, dec , 
lib. iti. c. 5. + Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 7. J Herrera, dec. ec. 5. 


Hb. ii. c. 12. lib. iii. c. 5. 
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men in different parts of the empire aſpired to in- BOOK 
dependent authority, and uſurped Jurudiction to Y%, 

which they had no title. The general who com- © 
manded for Atahualpa in Quito, ſeized the brother 533 
and children of his maſter, put them to a cruel i} i 
death, and diſclaiming any connection with either 1 
Inca, endeavoured 0 eſtabliſh a ſeparate kingdom Wl; 


for himſelf *. F 


TE Spaniards, with pleaſure, beheld the ſpirit Pizarro ad- 
of diſcord diffuſing itſelf, and the vigour of go-g2nees © >. 
vernment relaxing among the Peruvians. They wo 

onſidered thoſe diſorders as ſym ptoms of a ſtate _ 0 
| hiftening towards its diſſolution. Pizarro no lon- | 
ger! heſitated to advance towards Cuzco, and he 
had received ſuch conſiderable reinforcem 1ents, 
that he could venture, with little danger, to pene- 


817 


ö trate ſo far into the interior part of the country. 


4 


The account of the wealth acquired at Caxamalca, 

| operated as he had foreſeen. No ſooner did bis 2 | — 444 
brother Ferdinand, with the officers and ſoldier 8 1 
to whom he had given their diſcharge after the | 

| partition of the Inca's ranſom, arrive at Panama, 

| and diſplay their riches in the view of their aſto- 1 15 

niſhed countrymen, than fame ſpread the account 1 
with ſuch exaggeration through all tne Spaniſh 160 
ſettlements on the South ſea, that the governors. 
ok Guatimala, Panama, and Nicaragua, could 
hardly reſtrain the people under their juriſdiction, 
from abandoning their poſſeſſions, and crowding | 1 
| to that inexhauſtible ſource of wealth which ſcem- 119 
ed to be opened in Peru g. In ſpite of every check „ we 
and regulation, ſuch numbers reſorted rhither, 14 
| that Pizarro began his march at the head of ve : . 1 
| hundred 8 1 


J Gomara Hiſt, c. 125. Vega, p. 11. lb. ii c. 1. Herrera, 


* Zarate, lib. ll. . 8. Vega, p. 11. lib. TH C. 3, 4. ö 

ol | 
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BOOK hundred men, after leaving a conſiderable garri- 
| Vt. fon in St. Michael, under the command of Benal- 
| 1633. Cazar. The Peruvians had aſſembled ſome large 
bodies of troops to oppoſe his progreſs. Several 
fierce encoun:ers happened. But they termi- 
nated, like all the actions in America; a fe- 
Spaniards were killed or wounded; the natives 
were put to flight with incredible ſlaughter. At 
length Pizarro forced his way to Cuzco, and took 
quiet poſſeſſion of that capital. The riches found 
there, even after all that the natives had carried off 
and concealed, either from a ſuperſtitious venera- 
tion for the ornaments of their temples, or out of 
hatred for their rapacious conquerors, exceeded in 
value what had been received as Atahualpa's ran- 
ſom. But as the Spareards were now accuſtomed 
to the wealth of the country, and it came to be par- 
celled out among a greater number of adventurers, 
this dividend did not excite the ſame ſurpriſe either 
from novelty, or the largeneſs of the ſum that fel 
to the ſhare of each individual f. 


During the march to Cuzco, the ſon of Ata- 
haal”a whom Pizarro treated as Inca, died, and as W }] 
the Spaniards ſubſtituted no perſon in his place, der 
the title of Manco Capac ſeems to have been uni- fam 
verfally recognized $. . . 


Quito con- WHILE his fellow-foldiers were thus employed, 
quete®'s Benalcazar, governor of St. Michael, an able and 
enterpriſing officer, was aſhamed of remaining in- 
active, and impatient to have his name di 
ſtinguiſned among the diſcoverers and con- 
querors of the New World. The ſeaſonable art: 

val of a freſh body of recruits from Panama and N. 
caragua, put it in his power to gratify this pathon. 
Cs Leaving 


+ See NOTE XXXVII. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. v. cb 
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Leaving a ſufficient force to protect the infant BO O K Wl 
ſettlement entruſted to his care, he placed him- VI. i 
ſelf at the head of the reſt, and {et out to attempt IE why 
the reduction of Quito, where according to the 33. - RR 
report of the natives, Atahualpa had left the 1 
greateſt part of his treaſure. Notwithſtanding the h 
vaſt diſtance of that city from St. Michael, the 
| difficulty of marching- through a mountainous BY; 
country covered with woods, and the frequent | 
and fierce attacks of the beſt troops in Peru, . A 
| commanded by a ſkilful leader, the valour, good WH | 
conduct, and perſeverance of Benalcazar fur- — 
mounted every obſtacle, and he entered Q- e 
to with his victorious troops. But they met with 0 110 
| a cruel mortification there. The natives, now = 
| acquainted, to their ſorrow, with the predominant 4 Bl 
| paſſion of their invaders, and knowing how to 
| diſappoint it, had carried off all thoſe treaſures, 
| the proſpect of which had prompted them to un- 
| dertake this arduous expedition, and had ſupport- 
ed them under all the dangers and hardſhips 
vherewith they had to ſtruggle in carrying it on *. 
| BENALCAZAR was not the only Spaniſh lea- aivaraco's. 14 150 
der who attacked the kingdom of Quito. The *. 1 
lame of its riches attracted a more powerful ene- 0s 
my. Pedro de Alvarado, who had diſtinguithed \ 
E himſelf ſo eminently in the conqueſt of Mexico, [ 
having obtained the government of Guatimala as | 
a recompence for his valour, ſoon became diſ- ; 
guſted with a life of uniform tranquillity, and : 
longed to be again engaged in the buſtle of mili- 1 
tary ſervice, The glory and wealth acquired by i 
the conquerors of Peru heightened this paſſion, and 1 
gave it a determined direction. Believing, or 11 
pretending to believe, that the kingdom of (i 
1 Zarate, lib. ii. c. 9. Vega, p. II. lib. ii. c. 9. Herrera, DIE. 


(Ge, 5- lib. iv. c. 11, 12. lib. v. c. 2, 3. lib. vi.c. 3. 


190 
BOOK Quito did not lie within the limits of the Province 


VI. 


1533. 


gaged to return to his government, upon Alm 
go | 
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allotted to Pizarro, he reſolved to invade it. The 


high reputation of the commander allured volun- 
tceers from every quarter. He embarked with five 
hundred men, of whom above two hundred were 

of ſuch diſtinction as to ſerve on horſeback. He 


landed at Puerto Viejo, and without ſufficient 
knowledge of the country, or proper guides to 
conduct him, attempted to march directly to 


Quito, by following the courſe of the river Guay- 


quil, and crofling the ridge of the Andes towards 


its head. But in this route, one of the moſt im. 
practicable in all America, his troops endured 
tuch fatigue in forcing their way through foreſts 


and marſhes on the low grounds, and ſuffered 


ſo much from exceſſive cold when they began to 
 aicend the mountains, that before they reached the 


plain of Quito, a fifth dart of the men and half 


of their horſes died, and the reſt were ſo much 
diſpirited and worn out, as to be almoſt unfit for 
ſervice *. 


There they met with a body, not of 
Indians, but of Spaniards, drawn up in hoflik 


_ array againſt them. Pizarro, having received an 


account of Alvarado's armament, .had detached 
Almagro with ſome troops to oppoſe this formi- 
dable invader of his juriſdiction; and theſe were 
joined by Benalcazar and his victorious party, 
Alvarado, though furpriſed at the fight of ene— 


mies whom he did not expect, advanced boldly 


to the charge. But by the interpoſition of ſome 


moderate men in each party, an amicable ac- 
commodation took place; and the fatal period, 


when Spaniards ſuſpended their conqueſts to em- 
brue their hands in the blood of their country” 
men, was poſtponed a few years. Alvarado etr 


* See NOTE XXXVIII. 
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gro's paying him a hundred thoutand 
to defray the expence of this armament. Moſt 
of his followers remained in the country; and 
an expedition, which threatened Pizarro and his 


ſtrength *. 


Spain. The immenſe quantities of gold and ſil- 


Panama and the adjacent provinces. Pizarro 


was received by the emperor with the attention 


due to the bearer of a preſent ſo rich as to ex- 
ceed any idea which the Spaniards had formed 
concerning the value of their acquiſitions in Ame- 
| rica, even after they had been ten years maſters 


vices, his authority was confirmed with new 
powers and privileges, and the addition of 
| ſeventy leagues, extending along the coaſt, to the 
| ſouthward of the territory granted in his former 
patent. Almagro received the honours which he 
had ſo long deſired. The title of Adelantado, 


or governor, was conferred upon him, with ju- 


province allotted to Pizarro. Ferdinand himſelf 


gi did not go unrewarded. He was admitted into 

191} WP the military order of St. Jago, a diſtinction al- 
on ways acceptable to a Spanith gentleman ; and 
** ſoon ſet out on his return to Peru, accompanied 

non by many perſons of higher fank, than had yet 

ER nc . 
oy RE SoME 

0 ell „ 
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1 * Zarate, lib. 2. c. 10—13. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 1, 2, 9, 
gros Ke. Gomara Hiſt. c. 126, &c. Remeſal. Hiſt. Guatimal, lib. iii, 
| e. 6. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. vi. c. 1, 2. 7, 8. HEY 
See NOTE XXXIX. 
P. I. lib, ii. c. 19. Herrera, dec. 5, lib vi. c. 13. 


colony with ruin, contributed to augment its 


of Mexico. In recompence of his brother's ſer- 


rildiction over two hundred leagues of a coun- 
try, ſtretching beyond the ſouthern limits of the 


|| Zarate, lib. iii. c. 3. Vega, 
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peſos, B O O K 


1534. 


By this time Ferdinand Pizarro had landed in Honours 
| conterred On 
Pizarro and 


ver which he imported +, filled the kingdom with Amt 
no leſs aſtoniſhment than they had excited in 
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BOOK Sou account of his negociations reached Peru 
VI. before he arrived there himſelf. Almagro no 
"ous ſooner learned that he had obtained the royal 
© Beginning of grant of an independent government, than, pre- 
outentions. tending that Cuzco, the imperial reſidence of the 
L arro and Al- Incas, lay within it boundaries, he attempted 
_magro- to render himſelf maſter of that important ſtation. 
Juan and Gonzalez Pizarro prepared to oppoſe 

him. Each of the contending parties was ſupported 

by powerful adherents, and the diſpute was on 

the point of being terminated by the ſword, 

when Francis Pizarro arrived in the capital. The 
reconciliation between him and Almagro had ne- 

ver been cordial. The treachery of Pizarro in 
engroſſing to himſelf all the honours and emo- 
luments, which ought to have been divided with 

his aſſociate, was always preſent in both their 
thoughts. The one, conſcious of his own perfidy, 

did not expect forgiveneſs; the other, feeling 

that he had been deceived, was impatient to be 
avenged; and though avarice and ambition had 
induced them not only to diſſemble their ſenti- 

ments, but even to act in concert while in purſuit 

of wealth and power, no ſooner did they obtain 
poſſeſſion of theſe, than the ſame paſſions which 

had formed this temporary union, gave riſe to 
jealouſy and diſcord. To each of them was at- 
tached a ſmall band of intereſted dependents, 

who, with the malicious art, peculiar to ſuch 

men, heightened their ſuſpicions, and magnified 
every appearance of offence. But with all thoſe 

ſeeds of enmity in, their minds, and thus aſſidu- 
——onſly cheriſhed, each was ſo thoroughly acquaint- 

ed with the abilities and courage of his rival, that 

they equally dreaded the conſequences of an open 
rupture. The fortunate arrival of Pizarro a1 

Cuzco, and the addreſs mingled with firmneſs, 

which he manifeſted in his expaſtulations with 
Almagro and his partizans, averted that evil for 

the preſent. Anew reconciliation took place; the ci 

0 artic 
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| article of which was, that Almagro ſhould attempt BOOK 
| the conqueſt of Chili; and if he did not find VI. 

| in that province an eſtabliſhment adequate to his 
merit and expectations, Pizarro, by way of in- 53“ 

| demnification, ſhould yield up to him a part of 

| Peri. This new agreement was confirmed with June 12. 
the ſame ſacred folemnities as their firſt contract, 
and obſerved with as little fidelity “. | 


Soow after he concluded this important tranſ-Regulations 


| the ſea coaſt, and as he now enjoyed an interval 
| of tranquillity, undiſturbed by any enemy, either 
| Spaniſh or Indian, he applied himſelf with that 
| perſevering ardour, which diſtinguiſhes his cha- 
racer, to introduce a form of regular govern- 
ment, into the extenſive provinces ſubject to his 
authority. Though ill qualified by his education 
| to enter into any diſquiſition concerning the prin- 
| ciples of civil policy, and little accuſtomed by his 
former habits of life to attend to its arrangements, 
his natural ſagacity ſupplied the want both of 
ſcience and experience. He diſtributed the 
country into various diſtricts; he appointed pro- 
per magiſtrates to preſide in each; and eftabliſh- 
ed regulations concerning the adminiſtration of 
juſtice, the collection of the royal revenue, the 
working of the mines, and the treatment of the 
Indians, extremely ſimple but well calculated to 
promote the public proſperity. But, though, for 
Ite preſent he adapted his plan to the infant ſtate 
bf his colony, his aſpiring mind looked forward 
Þ its future grandeur. He conſidered himſelf as poundation 
zying the foundation of a great empire; and de- Lima. 
Iderated long, and with much ſolicitude, in what 
lace he ſhould fix the ſeat of government. Cuzco, 
Vol. II. „ e 


* Zarate, lib. ii. c. 13. Vega, p. 11. lib. i. e. 19. Benzo, 
PC. 6. Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vii. c. 8. TD 


action, Pizarro marched back to the countries on ® T, 
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BOOK the imperial city of the Incas, was ſituated in a 
VI. corner of the empire, about four hundred miles 
e rom the ſea, and much farther from Quito, a 
#934 province of whoſe value he had formed an high 
idea. No other ſettlement of the Peruvians was 
ſo conſiderable as to merit the name of a town, 
of to allure the Spaniards to fix their reſidence in 
it. But, in marching through the country, Pi- 
 zarro had been ſtruck with the beauty and fertility 
of the valley of Rimac, one of the moſt extenſive 
and beſt cultivated in Peru. There, on the banks 
of a ſmall river, of the ſame name with the vale 
which it waters and enriches, at the diſtance «f 
ſix miles from Callao, the moſt commodious har 
bour in the Pacific Ocean, he founded a city 
which he deſtined to be the capital of his govern- 
1:35 ment. He gave it the name of Ciudad de lo; 
January 18. Reyes, either from the circumſtance of having 
laid the firſt ſtone, at that ſeaſon when the church 
celebrates the feſtival of the Three Kings, or, 
as is more probable, in honour of Juanna and 
5 Charles, the ſovereigns of Caſtile. This name it {til 
retains among the Spaniards, in all legal and for- 
mal deeds; but it is better known to foreigners 
by that of Lima, a corruption of the ancient ap- 
pellation of the valley, in which it is tituated, 
Under his in ſpection, the buildings advanced witl 
ſuch rapidity, that it ſoon aſſumed the form of « 
city, which, by a magnificent palace that he c- 
rected for himſelf, and by the ſtately houſes buil 
by ſeveral of his officers, gave, even in its infancy, 

ſome indication of its ſubſequem grandeur *. 


E OO Oe OE" ²˙ö NT . : ö 
2 * n nenne tb Lads ee A ns I. *** * * : = 
. NN N 2 * N „ ö unn ib be n.. = TY * 
Y « s +) £ N F 5 5 e 5 Foy * * * 82 " oh * * 25 * a * 
l S 


v. 


Abe I conſequence of what had been agreed witl 
— 5 Chin. Pizarro, Almagro began his march towards Chil, 


and as he Poſteſſed 1 in an eminent degree the vir 
5 wr 


* Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vi. e. 12. lib. vii. c. 13. Colin 
 Coronica, lib. . Barnueuo, Lima Tundada, . 204 
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tues moſt admired by ſoldiers, boundleſs liberality BOOK 
and fearleſs courage, his ſtandard was followed VI. 
by five hundred and ſeventy men, the greateſt 183 
body of Europeans that had hitherto been afſſem- *** 
bled in Peru. From impatience to finiſh the ex- 
pedition, or from that contempt of hardſhip and 
danger acquired by all the Spaniards who had 
ſerved long in America, Almagro, inſtead of ad- 
| vancing along the level country on the coaſt, choſe 
to march acroſs the mountains by a route that was 


ſhorter indeed, but almoſt impracticable. In this 0 ; 
attempt his troops were expoſed to every calamity | 


which men can ſuffer,” from fatigue, from fam ine i 
and from the rigour of the climate in thoſe elevat- 
ed regions of the torrid zone, where the degree 4 
of cold is hardly inferior to what is felt within the 3 5 — 
polar circle. Many of them periſhed ; and the n 
| {urvivors, when they deſcended into the fertile 
| plains of Chili, had new difficulties to encounter. 
They found there a race of men very different RE 
| from the people of Peru, intrepid, hardy, inde- RT 
| pendent, and their bodily conſtitution, as well as jib] 
| vigour of ſpirit, nearly reſembling the warlike 
| tribes in North America. Though filled with +" 
| wonder at the firſt appearance of the Spaniardſes 
and ſtill more aſtoniſhed at the operations of their } 
| cavalry and the effects of their fire-arms, the Chi- 
| leſe ſoon recovered ſo far from their ſurpriſe, as 
c. not only to defend themſelves with obſtinacy, but 
ui: to attack their new enemies with more determined 1409 
e ferceneſs than any American nation had hitherto 1 4 

| diſcovered. The Spaniards, however continued j 
io penetrate into the country, and collected ſome 


with | confiderable quantities of gold; but were ſo far _ i " 
rom thinking of making any ſettlement amidſt — 8 
ſuch formidable neighbours, that, in ſpite of all we 
| the experience and valour of their leader, the _ it 
| final iſſue of the expedition ſtill remained ex, 115 
remely dubious, when they were recalled from 64 


i a 
My 
O — oo 14 


196 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BOOK it by an unexpected revolution in Peru *. The 


— ſource. 
1535. Ws. 


the Peru- 1 b i Re » 
via, ſuch high expectations of accumulating indepen- 


dent fortunes at once, that, to men poſſeſſed with 
notions ſo extravagant, any mention of acquiring 


wealth gradually, and by ſchemes of patient in- 


duſtry, would have been not only a di{appoint- 


ment, but an inſult. In order to find occupati- 
on for men who could not with ſafety be allowed 


to remain inactive, Pizarro encouraged ſome of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed officers who had lately join- 
ed him, to invade different provinces of the em- 
pire, which the Spaniards had not hitherto viſited. 


Several large bodies were formed for this purpoſe; 


and about the time that Almagro ſet out for Chili, 
they marched into remote diſtricts of the country. 


lis riſe, No ſooner did Manco Capac, the Inca, obſerve 
the inconſiderate ſecurity of the Spaniards in thus 


- diſperſing their troops, and that only a handful 


of men remained in Cuzco, under Juan and Gon- 
zalez Pizarro, than he thought that the happy pe- 
riod was at length come for vindicating his own 
rights, avenging the wrongs of his country, and 
extirpating its oppreſſors. Though ſtrictly watch- 
ed by the Spaniards, who allowed him to reſide 
in the palace of his anceſtors at Cuzco, he found 


means of communicating his ſcheme to the per- 


| ſons who were entruſted with the execution of it 
Among people accuſtomed to revere their ſove- 
reign as a divinity, every hint of his will carries 
the authority of a command ; and they them- 
ſelves were now convinced, by the daily increaſe 
ws 5 7 in 


* Zarate, lib. iii. c. 1. Gomara Hiſt. c. 131. Vega, p. 2 
lib. ii. c. 20. Ovalle Hiſt. de Chile, lib. iv. c. 15, &c. Her. 
Fera, dec. 5. li. vü. c. 9. lib. x. c. 1, &c. 


VI. cauſes of this I ſhall endeavour to trace to their 


An infur- So many adventurers had flocked to Peru from 
redn of every Spaniſh colony in America, and all with 


e Dani” a. 
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hopes which they had long entertained of their 
voluntary departure were altogether vain. All 
perceived that a vigorous effort of the whole na- 
tion was requiſite to expel them, and the prepara- 
tions for it were carried on with the ſecrecy and 
ſilence peculiar to Americans. N 


to make his eſcape, Ferdinand Pizarro happening“ 
to arrive at that time in Cuzco, he obtained per- 
miſſion from him to attend a great feſtival which 
was to be celebrated a few leagues from the capital. 
Under pretext of that ſolemnity, the great men 
of the empire were aſſembled. As ſoon as the 
Inca joined them, the ſtandard of war was erect- 
ed; and ina ſhort time all the fighting men, from 
the confines of Quito to the Feuer of Chili, 
were in arms. Many Spaniards, living ſecurely 
on the ſettlements allotted them, were maſſacred. 
Several detachments, as they marched careleſsly 
through a country which ſeemed to be tamely ſub- 
miſſive to their dominion, were cut off to a man. 
An army amounting (if we may believe the Spa- 
niſh writers) to two hundred thouſand men, at- 
tacked Cuzco, which the three brothers endea- 
voured to defend with only a hundred and ſeventy 
Spaniards. Another formidable body inveſted 


1535: 


197 


in the number of their invaders, that the fond BOOK 


VI. 


Ar rx ſome unſucceſsful attempts of the Inca and pro- 


"NE 


1536. 5 


Lima, and kept the governor cloſely ſhut up. 


There was no longer any communication between 

| the two cities; the numerous forces of the Pe- 
| ruvians ſpreading over the country, intercepted 
every meſſenger ; and as the parties in Cuzco and 
| Lima were equally unacquainted with the fate of 
| their countrymen, each boded the worſt concern- 
ing the other, and imagined that they themſelves 
| vere the only perſons who had furvived the ge- 
| neral extinction of the Spaniſh name in Peru 5 
Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 28. Zarate, lib. iii. c. 3. Cieca de 
: Leon, c. 82, Gomara Hiſt, c. 135. Herrera, dec. v. lib. vii. o. 5. 
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BOOK Ir was at Cuzco, where the Inca commanded 
VI. in perſon, that the Peruvians made their chief 
effort. During nine months they carried on the 
et, * ſiege with inceſſant ardour, and in various forms; 
_ Enzco. and though they diſplayed not the ſame undaunt- 
d ferocity as the Mexican warriors, they con- 


ducted ſome of their operations in a manner which 
_ diſcovered greater ſagacity, and a genius more f 
ſuſceptible of improvement in the military art. 1 
They not only obſerved the advantages which the F 
Spaniards derived from their diſcipline and their tl 
weapons, but they endeavoured to imitate the 9 
former, and turn the latter againſt them. They C 
armed a conſiderable body of their braveſt war- 5 
riors with the fwords, the ſpears, and bucklers, i 
which they had taken from the Spaniſh ſoldiers in 
whom they had cut off in different parts of the Wi 
country. Theſe they endeavoured to marſhal in he 
that regular compact order, to which experience an 
| bad taught them that the Spaniards were indebted thi 
: for their irreſiſtible force in action. Some appeared ge! 


in the field with Spaniſh muſkets, and had ac- WF x 
quired ſkill and reſolution enough to uſe them. A 
few of the boldeft, among whom was the Inca 
himſelf, were mounted on the horſes which they WF 2 
had taken, and advanced briſkly to the charge of 11 


ke Spaniſh cavaliers, with their lances in the reſt. that 

| It was more by their numbers, however, than by WW Vert 

Wl * thoſe imperfect eſſays to imitate European arts, vent 
| and employ European arms, that the Peruvians WW their 


annoyed the Spaniards &. In ſpite of the valour, W the! 
heightened by deſpalr, with which the three bro- W he y 
thers defended Cuzco, Manco Capac recovered i 
_ poſſeſſion of one half of his capital; and before the 
Spaniards could drive him out of it, they loſt Juan 
Pizarro, the beſt beloved of all the brothers, to- 
_ gether with ſome other perſons of note. Woo 
5 . out | 

* See NOTE XL. 
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out with the fatigue of inceſſant duty, diſtreſſed B O O K 
with want of proviſions, and deſpairing of being, Vi... 
able any longer to reſiſt an enemy whoſe numbers 176 
daily enereaſed, the ſoldiers became impatient to ; 
| abandon Cuzco, in hopes either of joining their 
countrymen, if any of them yet ſurvived, or of 
forcing their way to the ſea, and finding ſome 
means of eſcaping from a country which had been 
* fo fatal to the Spaniſh name *. While they were 
brooding over thoſe deſponding thoughts, which 
| their officers laboured in vain to diſpel, Alma- 
| oro appeared ſuddenly in the neighbourhood of 
| Cuzco: © YL, e 1 


Tux accounts tranſmitted to Almagro concern- Arrival of 
ing the general inſurrection of the Peruvians, magEro, 
were ſuch as would have induced him, without 
heſitation, to relinquiſh the conqueſt of Chili, 


. ; duet. 
generous, but more intereſting. By the ſame 15 5 


meſſenger who brought him intelligence of the 
Inca's revolt, he received the royal patent creating 
him governor of Chili, and defining the limits 
of his juriſdiction. Upon conſidering the tenor 
of it, he deemed it manifeſt beyond contradiction, 
that Cuzco lay within the boundaries of his go- 
vernment, and he was equally ſolicitous to pre- 
vent the Peruvians from recovering poſſeſſion of 
their capital, and to wreſt it out of the hands of 
the Pizarros. From impatience to accompliſh both, 
he ventured to return by a new route; and in 
| marching through the ſandy plains of the coaſt, 
| he ſuffered, from heat and drought, calamities 
| of a new ſpecies, hardly inferior to thoſe in 
which he had been involved by cold and famine 


| ON the ſummits of the Andes. 


„ His 


* Herrera, dec. 5. lib. vii. c. 4. 
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and haſten to the aid of his countrymen. But in and motives | 
this reſolution he was confirmed by a motive leſs at his con. 
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BOOK His arrival at Cuzco was in a critical moment. 
The Spaniards and Peruvians fixed their eyes up- 


. 
on him with equal ſolicitude. The former, as he 


© r 
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His pelt did not ſtudy to conceal his pretenfions, were at 
a loſs whether to welcome him as a dehverer, or. 


ons. 


- 


Takes poſ- 


ſeflion of 
Cuzco. - 


ons. 


ations with both 


to take precautions againft him as an enemy. The 
latter knowing the points in conteſt between him 


and his countrymen, flattered themſelves that they 


had more to hope than to dread from his operati- 
Almagro himſelf, unacquainted with the 
detail of the events which had happened in his ab- 
ſence, and ſolicitous to learn the preciſe poſture. 


of affairs, advanced towards the capital flowly, 
and with great circumſpection. Various negoci- 


riority. The Peruvians were repulſed with ſuch 
Daughter, that a great part of their army diſ- 


perſed, and Almagro proceeded to the gates of 
_ Cuzco without interraptioo o. 


Tur Pizarros, as they had no longer to make 


head againſt the Peruvians, directed all their at- 


tention towards their new enemy, 'and took mea- 


ſures to obſtruct his entry into the capital. Pru- 
dence, however reſtrained both parties for ſome 
time from turning their arms againſt one another, 


while ſurrounded by common enemies, who 
would rejoice in the mutual ſſaughter. Different 


| ſchemes of accommodation were propoſed. Each 
_ endeavoured to deceive the other, or to corrupt 
his followers. 5855 : oa 


| 


rties were ſet on foot. The 
Inca conducted them on his part with much ad- 
dreſs. At firſt he endeavoured to gain the friend- 
ſhip of Almagro ; and after many fruitleſs over- 
tures, deſpairing of any cordial union with a Spa- 
niard, he attacked him by ſurpriſe with a nume- 
rous body of choſen troops. But the Spanifh diſ- 
cipline and valour maintained their wonted ſupe- 


Tur 
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Tux generous, open, affable temper of As BOOK 
gained many adherents of the Pizarros, who were 8 
diſguſted with their harſh domineering manners. 5. 
Encouraged by this defection, he advanced to- © 
wards the city by Night, ſurpriſed the centinels, 
or was admitted by them, and inveſting the houſe WI. 
where the two brothers reſided, compelled them, 46 
after an obſtinate defence, to ſurrender at diſcre- 1 
tion. Almagro's claim of juriſdiction over Cuzac o 9 
was univerſally acknowledged, and a form of ad. {8 
miniſtration eſtabliſhed in his Name » Y | 


Two or three perſons only were killed in thisCivil war e 

firſt act of civil hoſtility; but it was ſoon followed 327 it. l 

| by ſcenes more bloody. Francis Pizarro having Almagro, {25 00 

| diſperſed the Peruvians who had inveſted Lima, 

| and received ſome conſiderable reinforcements 

from Hiſpaniola and Nicaragua, ordered five hun- 

dred men, under the command of Alonſo de Al- 

| varado, to march to Cuzco, in hopes of relieving 

| his brothers, if they and their garriſon were not 

| already cut off by the Peruvians. This body, 

| which, in the infancy of the Spaniſh power in 

America, muſt be deemed a conſiderable force, 

| advanced near to the capital before they knew that 

| they had any enemy more formidable than Indians 

| to encounter. It was with aſtoniſhment that they 

| beheld their countrymen poſted on the banks of 

| the river Abancay to oppoſe their progreſs. Al- 

| magro, however, wiſhed rather to gain than to , 

conquer them, and by bribes and-promiſes endea- 
E voured to ſeduce their leader. The fidelity of OS 
| Alvarado remained unſhaken ; but, his talents for 

| var were not equal to his virtue. Almagro 

amuſed him with various movements, of which he _ 

did not comprehend the meaning, while a large de- July 12. 


ante, lid. if. e. 4. Vega, p. 11. lib. il. c. 29, 31. 
| Comara Hiſt. c. 134. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. i. c. 1-35. 


tachment 
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BOOK tachment of choſen ſoldiers paſſed the river by 
VI. night, fell upon his camp by ſurpriſe, probe bl 


5 troops before they had time to form, and took 
him priſoner, together with his principal Officers“. 
but docs not Py the ſudden route of this Body, the conteſt 
adrantages, between the two rivals muſt have been decided, 
if Almagro had known as well how to improve as 
how to gain a victory. Rodrigo Orgognez, an 
officer of great abilities, who having ſerved under 
the conſtable Bourbon, when he led the imperial 
Army to Rome, had been accuſtomed to bold and 
deciſive counſels, adviſed him inſtantly to iſſue 
orders for putting to death Ferdinand and Gon- 
zola Pizarros, Alvarado, and a few other perſons 
whom he could not hope to gain, and to march 
directly with his victorious troops to Lima, before 
the governor had time to prepare for his defence. 
But Almagro, though he diſcerned at once the 
utility of the counſel, and had courage to have 
carried it into execution, ſuffered himſelf to be 
influenced by ſentiments unlike thoſe of a ſoldier 

of fortune grown old in ſervice, and by ſcruples 
which Haited not the chief of a party who had 
drawn his ſword in civil war. Feelings of hum« 
_ nity reſtrained him from ſhedding the blood of 

his opponents, and the dread of being deemed a 
rebel deterred him from entering a province which 

the king had allotted to another. Though he knew 
that arms muſt terminate the diſpute between 
him and Pizarro, and reſolved not to ſhun that 
mode of deciſion, yet, with a timid delicacy pre- 
poſterous at ſuch a juncture, he was fo ſolicitous 
that his rival ſhould be conſidered as the ag- 
1 d 


* Larate, lib. ili. c. 6. Gom. Hiſt. c. 138. Vega, ＋ t 
13, lib ii, c. 33, 34. Herrara, dec. 6, lib. ii. c. 9. 
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greſſor, that he marched quietly back to Cuzco, BOOK {01288 (ON 
to wait his approach“ 7 Oe n 

PI Z AR RO was ſtill unacquainted with all the Dinan, of 
intereſting events that had happened near Cuzco. Pizarro. 
The Account of Almagro's return, of the loſs of 
the capital, of the death of one brother, of the 
Ae ent of the other two, and of the de- 
feat of Alvarado, were brought to him at once. 01 
| Such a tide of misfortunes almoſt overwhelmeda 1 
| fpirit which had continued firm and erect under 
| the rudeſt ſhocks of adverſity. But the neceſſity 

| of attending to his own fafety, as well as the 
deſire of revenge, preſerved Jam from ſinking SR: 
under it. He took meaſures for both with his TR 
| wonted ſagacity. As he had the command of his artfut TH 
the ſea-coaſt, and expected conſiderable ſupplies condus. g 
| bothof men and of military ſtores, it was no leſs 
| his intereſt to gain time, and to avoid action, 
| than it was that of Almagro to precipitate opera- 
| tions, and bring the conteſt to a ſpeedy iſſue. #1 
| He had recourſe to arts which he had formerly _ . 
| practiſed with ſucceſs, and Almagro was again | e 
| weak enough to ſuffer himſelf to be amuſed with 
a proſpect of terminating their differences by 
| ſome amicable accommodation. By varying his 

| overtures, and ſhifting his ground as often as it 

| ſuited his purpoſe, ſometimes ſeeming to yield 
every thing that his rival could deſtre, and then 

| retracting all that he had granted, Pizarro dex- 
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| terouſly protracted the negociation to ſuch a | Ak 
length, that though every day was precious to l 
| Almagro, ſeveral months elapſed without coming | St. 


| to any final agreement. While the attention of 
| Almagro, and the officers/with whom he conſult- 
ed, was occupied in detecting and eluding the 


ons! - ed 3 If. * «629 . e 
2 — potato — 


ttaudulent intentions of the governor, Gonzalo eine 
Pizarro and Alvarado found means to corrupt the ö | 


ſoldiers 


Herrera, dec. 6. lib. ii. c. 10, 11. 
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BOOK ſoldiers to whoſe cuſtody they were committed, 


VI. 


1537. 


and not only made their eſcape themſelves, but 


perſuaded ſixty of the men who formerly guard- 
ed them to accompany their flight . Fortune 


having thus delivered one of his brothers, the go- 


vernor ſcrupled not at one act of perfidy more to 


procure the releaſe of the other. He propoſed, 


752 a: 
* 582 e 


-_ Nv Bay” 


and himſe 
their ſovereign ; that until his award was known, 


that every point in controverſy between Almagro 
ſhould be fubmitted to the decifion of 


each ſhould retain undiſturbed poſſeſſion of what- 


ever part of the country he now occupied ; that 


Ferdinand Pizarro ſhould be ſet at liberty, and 
return inſtantly to Spain, together with the officers, 


ſign of Pizarro was in thoſe propoſitions, and fa- 


whom Almagro propoſed to ſend thither to repre- - 


ſent the juſtice of his claims. Obvious as the de- 


miliar as his artifices might now have been to his 
_ opponent, Almagro, with a credulity approaching 


to infatuation, relied on his ſincerity, and con- 


| cluded an Agreement on theſe terms f. | 


His prepa- 


rations for 
Was - 


1533. 


TRE moment that Ferdinand Pizarro recovered 


his liberty, the governor, no longer fettered in his 
operations by anxiety about his brother's life, 
threw off every 
had obliged him to aſſume. The treaty was forgot- 


diſguife which his concern for it 


ten; pacific and conciliating meaſures were no more 
mentioned; it was in the field, he openly declared, 
and not in the cabinet; by arms, and not by nego- 
ciation, that it muſt now be determined who ſhould 


| be maſter of Peru. The rapidity of his preparations 


ſuited ſucha decifive reſolution. Seven hundred men 
were ſoon ready to march towards Cuzco. The 
ES - 293 | command 


* Zarate, lib. iii. c. 8. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. ii. c. 14 


+ Herrera, dec. 6. lib. iii. c. 9. Zarate, lib. iii. . 8. 


Gomara Hitt. c. 140. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 33. 
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command of theſe was given to his two brothers, BOOK A 
in whom he could perfectly confide for the exe- VI. {1015 
cution of his moſt violent ſchemes, as they were N 1 Il 

urged on not only by the enmity flowing from 5 _ * 9 
family rivalſhip, but animated with a defire of N 
vengeance, excited by recollection of recent diſ- 14 
grace and ſufferings. After an unſucceſsful at- 1 
tempt to croſs the mountains in the direct road 0 
between Lima and Cuzco, they marched to- | 
| wards the ſouth along the coaſt as far as Naſca, Y 
and then turning to the left, penetrated through i 
the defiles in that branch of the Andes which 1 
lay between them and the capital. Almagro, 11 
inſtead of harkening to ſome of his officers, bo Ma 
| adviſed him to attempt the defence of thoſe dif- 1 
| ficult paſſes, waited the approach of the enemy _ 6 377 
| in the plain of Cuzco. Two reaſons ſeem to } 
| have induced him to take this reſolution. His 
| followers ardounted hardly to five hundred, and 
| he was afraid of weakening ſuch a feeble body, 
by ſending any detachment towards the moun- 1 
| tains. His cavalry far exceeded that of the ad- f 
verſe party, both in number and diſcipline, and 0 
| it was only in an open country that he could avail 1 
bhimſelf of that advantage. „„ 150 1 
Tux Pizarros advanced without any obſtruc- His army 
tion, but what aroſe from the nature of the de- Cee © 
ſert and horrid regions through which they 44 0 
| marched. As ſoon as they reached the plain, - Ra . 
both factions were equally impatient to bring en 
this long - protracted conteſt to an iſſue. Though 1 
countrymen and friends, the ſubjects of the ſame 8 ME. 
ſorereign, and each with the royal ſtandard diſ- e 
played; and though they beheld the mountains WER! | 
that ſurrounded the plain in which they were 4 1 
14 


drawn up covered with a vaſt multitude of In- 
ans, aſſembled to enjoy the ſpectacle of their 
mutual carnage, and prepared to attack whatever 1 
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BOOK party remained maſter of the field; fo fell and 


VI. 


1538. 


A 


though an officer of great merit, 


implacable was the rancour which had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of every breaſt, that not one pacific coun- 
ſel, not a ſingle overture towards accommodation 
proceeded from either fide. Unfortunately for 
Almagro, he was fo worn out with the fatigues of 


ſervice, to which his advanced age was unequal, 


that, at this criſis of his fate, he could not exert 


his wonted activity ; and he was oblived to com- 


mit the leading of his troops to Orgognez, who, 
| 1d not poſſeſs 


the fame aſcendant either over the ſpirit or af- 


April 26. 


Almagro 


defe ated, 5 


fections of the ſoldiers, as the chief whom they 


had long been accuſtomed to follow and revere. 


Fur conflict was fierce, and maintained by 


each party with equal courage. On the ſide of 


Almagro, were more veteran ſoldiers, and a larger 


proportion of cavalry ; but theſe were counter- 


balanced by Pizarro's ſuperiority in numbers, and 
by two companies of well-diſciplined muſketeers, 


which, on receiving an account of the inſurrection 


of the Indians, the emperor had ſent from Spain“. 
As the uſe of fire-arms was not frequent among 
the adventurers in America r, haſtily equipped for 


ſervice, at their own expence, this ſmall band of 


ſoldiers, regularly trained and armed, was a no- 


velty in Peru, and decided the fate of the day. 


Wherever it advanced, the weight of a heavy and 
well-ſuſtained fire bore down horſe and foot be- 


fore it; and Orgognez, while he endeavoured 


to rally and animate his troops, having received 
a dangerous wound, the route became general 
The barbarity of the conquerors ſtained the glory 
which they acquired by this complete victory. The 
violence of civil rage hurried on ſome to ſlaugh- 


ter their countrymen with indiſcriminate cruelty ;. 
the meanneſs of private revenge inſtigated o- 


thers 


* Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iii. c. 8. + Zarate, lib. ii. c. 1. 
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thers to ſingle out individuals as the objects BOOK 
of their vengeance. Orgognez and ſeveral officers VI. 
of diſtinction were maſſacred in cold blood; _— 1938. 
a hundred and forty ſoldiers fell in the field; is 
large proportion, where the number of units 
| was few, and the heat of the conteſt ſoon over. 
| Almagro, though ſo feeble that he could not bear 

the motion of a horſe, had inſiſted on being car- e 
ried in a litter to an eminence which overlooked _ | | 
the field of battle. From thence, in the utmoſt 
| - agitation of mind, he viewed the various move- 
ments of both parties, and at laſt beheld the total 4 
defeat of his own troops, with all the paſſionate + L008 
indignation of a veteran leader long accuſtomed 7 REY 
to victory. He endeavoured to fave himſelf by and taken, | þ\ 9s 198 


flight, but was taken . and guarded with 1 ky 
3 the ſtricteſt vigilance * 


Tur Indians, inſtead of executing the reſolu 
tion which they had formed, retired quietly after 
the battle was over; and in the hiſtory of the 
New World, there is not a more ſtriking inſtance 
of the wonderful aſcendant which the Spaniards 
had acquired over its inhabitants, than that after 
ſeeing one of the . contending parties rumed and 
+ diſperſed, and the other weakened and fatigued, | 1 
| they had not courage to fall upon their enemies, 1 
when fortune preſented an opportunity of attac - 
ing them with ſuch advantage f. 


| | 1 R | 
"Popes was pillaged by the vigor! ous troops, New expe» 1 
why found there a conſiderable booty, conſiſting 
partly of the gleanings of the Indian treaſures, 
and partly of the wealth amaſſed by their antago- 
niſts "eg the po of Peru and . ut fo far did 


this, 


. Zarate, lib. iu. c. 11, 12. Veg⸗ a, p. 11. lib. i. 0. 36—38. 
Herrera, dec. 6. lib. 1 11t. c. yet lib. iv. c. —5. 


"T Zarate, lib. i ill. ei 11. Vega, P. 11. lib. ii. c. Sb 
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BOOK this, and whatever the bounty of their leader could 


VI. add to it, fall below the high ideas of the recom- ; 
7336. Pence which they conceived to be due to their 1 


merit, that Ferdinand Pizarro, unable to gratify 
ſuch extravagant expectations, had recourſe to the 
| ſame expedient which his brother had employed 
on a ſimilar occaſion, and endeavoured to find 
occupation for this turbulent aſſuming ſpirit, in 
order to prevent it from breaking out into open 
mutiny. With this view, he encouraged his moſt 
active officers to attempt the diſcovery and re- 
duction of various provinces which had not hither- 
to ſubmitted to the Spaniards. To every ſtand- 
ard erected by the leaders who undertook any of 
thoſe new expeditions, volunteers reſorted with 
the ardour and hope peculiar to the age. Several 
of Almagro's ſoldiers joined them; and thus Pi- 
Zarro had the ſatisfaction of being delivered both 
from the importunity of his diſcontented friends, 
and the dread of his ancient enemies «x. 


Almagro ALMAGRO himſelf remained for ſeveral months 
erich in cuſtody, under all the anguiſh of ſuſpence. 
For although his doom was determined by the 
Pizarros from the moment that he fell into their 

hands, prudence conſtrained them to defer grati- 

fying their vengeance, until the ſoldiers who had 
ſerved under him, as well as ſeveral of their own 
followers in whom they could not perfectly con- 

fide, had left Cuzco. As ſoon as they ſet out up- 

on their different expeditions, Almagro was im- 
condemned, peached of treaſon, formally tried, and condemned 
to die. The ſentence aſtoniſhed him; and though 

he had often braved death with an undaunted ſpurt 

in the field, its approach, under this ignominious 
form, appalled him ſo much, that he had recourk 


* Zarate, lib. iii. c. 12. Gom. Hiſt, c. 141. Herrera, 
dec. G, lib. iv. c. 7. „% ;ũœ᷑ͥ = 
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to abject ſupplications, unworthy of his former 
fame. He beſought the Pizarros to remember the 


ancient friendſhip between their brother and him, 
and how much he had contributed to the ſucceſs 
and proſperity of their family ; he reminded them 
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1538. 


of the humanity with which, in oppoſition to the 


repeated remonſtrances of his own moſt attached 


friends, he had ſpared their lives when he had 


them in his power ; he conjured them to pity his 
age and infirmities, and to ſuffer him to paſs the 
wretched remainder of his days in bewailing his 


| crimes, and in making his peace with Heaven. 


* * * " ” 
ET TS IE TON a a * 2 4 


The intreaties, ſays a Spaniſh hiſtorian, of a man 
ſo much beloved, touched many an unfeeling 


heart, and drew tears from many a hard eye. But. 


of Panama, whom, though at that time a priſoner 
in Lima, he named as ſucceſſor to his govern- 
ment, purſuant to a power which the emperor 
had granted him *, VVV 


As, during the civil diſſenſions of Peru, all in- 


the brothers remained inflexible. As ſoon as Al- 
magro knew his fate to be inevitable, he met it 
with the dignity and fortitude of a veteran. He 
was ſtrangled in priſon, and afterwards publickly 
| beheaded. He ſuffered in the feventy-fifth year 
| of his age, and left one ſon by an Indian woman 


and put to 


death. 


1539. 
Deliberati- 
ons of the 
court of 
Spain con- 
cerning the 
rate Oo 
Peru. 


| tercourſe with Spain was ſuſpended, the detail of 
| the extraordinary tranſactions there did not ſoon 


dition, their breach of the moſt ſolemn engage- 


Vor. II. FT OR P | With 


. i. c. 39, Herrera, dec. G., lib. iv. c. 9. lib. v. c. 1. 


| reach the court. Unfortunately for the victorious 
faction, the firſt intelligence was brought thither 
by ſome of Almagro's officers, Who left the coun- 
try upon the ruin of their cauſe ; and they related 

what had happened, with every circumſtance un- 
favourable to Pizarro and his brothers. Fheir am- 


ments, their violence and cruelty, were painted 


| * Zarate, lib. iii. c. 12. Gom. Hiſt. c. 141. Vega, p. 11. 


K *˙——— ——— u — nr 
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BOOK with all the malignity and exaggeration of party 


VI. hatred. Ferdinand Pizarro, who arrived ſoon af- 


rp and appeared in court with extraordinary 


which their accuſations had made, and to juſtify 


his brother and himſelf, by repreſenting Almagro 


as the aggreſſor. The emperor and his miniſters, 
though they could not pronounce which of the 


contending factions was moſt criminal, clearly 


diſcerned the fatal tendency of their diflenſions, 
It was obvious, that while the leaders, entruſted 
with the conduct of two infant colonies, employed 
the arms which ſhould have been turned againſt 


the common enemy, in deſtroying one another, 


all attention to the public good muſt ceaſe , and 
there was reaſon to dread that the Indians might 
improve the advantage which their diſunion pre- 
ſented to them, and extirpate both the victors and 


the vanquiſhed. But the evil was more apparent 


than the remedy. Where the information which 
had been received was ſo defective and ſuſpicious, 
and the ſcene of action ſo remote, it was almoſt 
Impoſſible to chalk out the line of conduct that 
_ ought to be followed; and before any plan that 
ſhould be approved of in Spain could be carried 
into execution, the fituation of the parties, and 
the circumſtances of affairs, might alter ſo entire- 
ly as to render its effects extremely pernicious 
WY 1 


Laczde Ca- NoTHING therefore remained but to fend 4 
ſtro ſent thi- | 


| ther with Perſon to Peru, veſted with extenſive and diſcre- 


agg pow tionary power, who, after viewing deliberately the 
pPoſture of affairs with his own eyes, and enqur- 
ing upon the ſpot, into the conduct of the diſ 
ferent leaders, ſhould be authoriſed to eftabliſh the 
government in that ſorm which he deemed molt 
conducive to the intereſt of the parent ſtate, and 
tie welfare of the colony. The man ſelected for 
this important charge was Chriſtoval Vaca de 
od ao ad rs lar wy 


ſplendor, endeavoured to efface the impreſſion 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


- 


Valladolid; and his abilities, integrity, and firm- 


neſs, juſtified the choice. His inſtructions, though 1829. 4 


ample, were not ſuch as to fetter him in his ope- 
rations. According to the different aſpect of af- 


he was to aſſume only the title of judge, to main- 


| tain the appearance of acting in concert with him, 
and to guard againſt giving any juſt cauſe of of- 


| fence to a man who had merited fo highly of his 
country. But if Pizarro was dead, he was en- 
| truſted with a commiſſion, that he might then 


| produce, by which he was appointed his ſucceſſor 
| in the government of Peru. This attention to 


| Pizarro, however, ſeems to have flowed rather 
| from dread of his power, than from any approba- 
| tion of his meaſures ; for at the very time that the 
| court ſeemed fo ſolicitous not to irritate him, his 


confined to a priſon, where he remained above 
twenty years . . „% Tn | 


fairs, he had power to take upon him different 
characters. If he found the governor {till alive, 


| brother Ferdinand was arreſted at Madrid, and 


* 


VI. 


1640. 


WulLx Vaca de Caſtro was preparing for his Pizarro di- 


oyage, event. 7 . vides Pern 
voyage, events of great moment happened in ;mone bis 


among his 


| Peru. The governor, conſidering himſelf, uponfollose. 


| the death of Almagro, as the unrivalled poſſeſſor 
| of that vaſt empire, proceeded to parcel out its 
territories among the conquerers ; and had this 
diriſion been made with any degree of impar- 
 tality, the extent of country which he had to be- 


ducted this tranſaction not with the equity and 
eandour of a judge, attentive to diſcover and to 


* Gomara Hiſt. e. 142. Vega, p. 11. lib. ii. c. 40. Her- 


| al. dee. 6. lib. viii. c. 1 O, 11. lib. S. G $6 r 


U 


ow was ſufficient to have gratified his friends, 
and to have gained his enemies. But Pizarro con- 


reward merit, but with the illiberal ſpirit of a party 
kader. Large diſtricts, in parts of the country 
cy HA rr INS 
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BOOK moſt cultivated and populous, were ſet apart as 
VI. his own property; or granted to his brothers, his 
——— adherents and favourites, To others, lots leſs 
354%. valuable and inviting were aſſigned. The fol. 
lowers of Almagro, amongſt whom were many 

of the original adventurers, to whoſe valour and 
perſeverance Pizarro was indebted for his ſucceſs, 

were totally excluded from any portion in thoſe 

lands, towards the acquiſition of which they had 
contributed ſo largely. As the vanity of every 
individual ſets an immoderate value upon his own c 
ſervices, and the idea of each, concerning the WW y 
recompence due to them, roſe gradually to a more WW d 
exorbitant height in proportion as their conqueſts WW at 
extended, all who were diſappointed in their e- bt 
pectations exclaimed loudly againſt the rapacioul- W qt 

neſs and partiality of the governor. The partiſans . fic 

of Almagro murmured in ſecret, and meditated of 


revenge 


E 


Froereſeoef RAPID as the progreſs of the Spaniards in South 
«ms America had been ſince Pizarro landed in Peru, An 
their avidity of dominion was not yet ſatisfied. wh 
The officers to whom Ferdinand Pizarro gave tie gre 
command of different detachments, penetrated 
into ſeveral new provinces, and though ſome ot 
them were expoſed to great hardſhips in the cod ſom 
and barren regions-of the Andes, and others ſui- WF |... 
fered diſtreſs not inferior amidſt the woods and 
marſhes of the plains, they made diſcoveries and WF of f 
conqueſts which extended their knowledge of th: WW The 
country, as well as added to their power. Pedro # 
de Valdivia re-afſumed Almagro's ſcheme of in- 
vadinig Chili, and, notwithſtanding the fortitude WF in f 
of the natives in defending their poſſeſſions, WF Ty. 
made ſuch Progreſs in the conqueſt of the co. mad 
try, that he founded the city of St. Jago, and 
gave a beginning to the eſtabliſhment of the Shu. 


niſh 
Tf ED *7 
Vega, p. 11. lib. itt. c. 2. Herrera, dec. 6. lih. vii. c 5 . 4 
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niſh dominion there #. But of all the enterpriſesB Oo OK 1141 
undertaken about this period, that of Gonzalo VE Wl! 
Pizarro was the moſt remarkable. The governor, "Ya _ 7 
who ſeems to have reſolved that no perſon in Peru Nübel 17 ih 
| ſhould poſſeſs any ſtation of diſtinguiſhed emj-expedtin ©!) 
nence or authority but thoſe of his own family, Paare. 3114 hh 
had deprived Benalcazar, the conqueror of Quito, «#07 108 
of his command in that kingdom, and appointed 207 


| his brother Gonzalo to take the government of it. 
| He inſtructed him to attempt the diſcovery and 

| conqueſt of the country to the eaſt of the Andes, 

which, according to the information of the in- 41, WH 
| dians, abounded with cinnamon and other valu- _ 1 1 
able ſpices. Gonzalo, not inferior to any of his . 9 
brothers in courage, and no leſs ambitious of ac- 1 
quiring diſtinction, eagerly engaged in this dif- 
ficult ſervice. He ſet out from Quito at the head 
of three hundred and forty ſoldiers, near one half 

| of whom were horſemen, with four thouſand In- 
| dians to carry their proviſions. In forcing their 

| way through the defiles, or over the ridges of the 

Andes, exceſs of cold and fatigue, to neither of 1 
| which they were accuſtomed, proved fatal to tze 420 
greater part of the wretched attendants. The Harahips 
| Spaniards, though more robuſt, and inured to athey endure 1 
| variety of climates, ſuffered conſiderably, and loſt e 
| ſome men; but when they deſcended into the 5 
low country, their diſtreſs increaſed. During two 


months it rained inceſſantly, without any interval 1 oy 
of fair weather long enough to dry their cloaths 15 Cs 1 ts 
| The vaſt piains upon-which they were now enter- Wit þ 
mg, either altogether without inhabitants, or oc- -” 1 
cupied by the rudeſt and leaſt induſtrious tribes | 63 
n the New World, yielded little ſubſiſtence. FRY 
| They could not advance a ſtep but as they cut a *' © | .!Þ 
road through woods, or made it through marſhes. Bit 
J 1 TELE 5 „ Such 1 
* | | FC et bi; 
W 1 535 1 5 | 
* Zarate, lib. ii. c. 13. Ovale, lib. ii, c. 1, Ke. 4 


5 F Karate, lib. iv. c. 2. 
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' BOOK Such inceſſant toil, and continual ſcarcity of food, 
VI. ſeem more than ſufficient to have exhauſted and 
io. diſpirited any troops. But the fortitude and per- 

NEE” ſeverance of the Spaniards in the ſixteenth century 

were inſuperable. Allured by frequent but falſe 

accounts of rich countries before them, they per- 
fiſted in ſtruggling on, until they reached the 
banks of the Coca or Napo, one of the large rivers 
whoſe waters pour into the Maragnon, and con- | 
trjbute to its grandeur. There, with infinite la- | 
bour, they built a bark, which they expected | 
would prove of great utility, both in conveying 
them over rivers, in procuring proviſions, and in 
exploring the country. This was manned with R 
fifty ſoldiers, under the command of Francis K 
Orellana, the officer next in rank to Pizarro. f 
The ftream carried them down with ſuch rapidity, 

n 

h 

le 


that they were ſoon far a-head of their countrymen, 
who followed flowly and with difficulty by land. 


Peſerted by AT this diſtance from his commander, Orellana, I 
Orell. q young man of an aſpiring mind, began to n 
fancy himſelf independent, and, tranſported with WF te 

the predominant paſſion of the age, he formed ir 
the ſcheme of diftinguifhing himſelf as a diſco-- #4 
verer, by following the courſe of the Maragnon, WF p 
until it joined the ocean, and by furveying the WF tt 
vaſt regions through which it flows. This ſcheme of 
of Orellana's was as bold as it was treacherous. . v 
For, if he be chargeable with the guilt of having WF de 
violated his duty to his commander, and wit WF pl 


having abandoned his fellow-ſoldiers in a pathles ta 
deſert, where they had hardly any hopes of fuc- WW re 
ceſs, or even of ſafety, but what were founded na 
on the ſervice which they expected from the bark, 20 
his crime is, in ſome meaſure, balanced by te W 
glory of having ventured, upon a navigation ot | to 
near two thouſand leagues, through unknown na- 91, 


tions, in a veſſel haſtily conſtructed with pa 
25 eee eee FEC 
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timber, and by very unſkilful hands, without pro- B O O K 0 
viſions, without a compaſs, or a pilot. But his VI. {|} 
courage and alacrity ſupplied every defect. Com- 13 
mitting himſelf fearleſsly to the guidance of theSail_dowa l 
ſtream, the Napo bore him along to the ſouth, be Narag- Ol! | 
until he reached the great channel of the Marag- * 
non. Turning with it towards the coaſt, he held 
on his courſe in that direction. He made fre- 
quent deſcents on both ſides the river, ſometimes 
ſeizing by force of arms the proviſions of the 
| fierce ſavages ſeated on its banks, and ſometimes 
| procuting a ſupply of food by a friendly inter- 
_ courſe with more gentle tribes. After a long ſe- MS 
| ries of dangers, which he encountered with a2 1 
| mazing fortitude, and of diſtreſſes which he ſup- 1 
ported with no leſs magnanimity, he reached the 1 
ocean &, where new perils awaited him. Theſe | 
be likewiſe ſurmounted, and got ſafe to the Spa- 
| niſh ſettlement in the iſland Cubagua; from thence 
| he failed to Spain. The vanity natural to travei- 
lers who viſit regions unknown to the reſt of 
mankind, and the art of an adventurer, ſolicitous EE 
to magnify his own merit, concurred in prompt- "FR 
ing him to mingle an extraordinary proportion of . 
the marvellous in the narrative of his voyage. He 1 
pretended to have diſcovered nations ſo rich, that e 
the roofs of their temples were covered with plates 1 
of gold; and deſcribed a republic of women ſo 1 | 
warlike and powerful, as to have extended their e 
dominion over a conſiderable tract of the fertile | 1 
| plains which he had viſited. Extravagant as thoſfe . 
| tales were, they gave riſe to an opinion, that Aa 1 
region abounding with gold, diſtinguiſhed by the 15 — i 
name of E] Dorado, and a community of Ama- 5 1.75 bh 
z0ns, were to be found in this part of the New . 1 
World; and ſuch is the propenſity of mankind e 
to believe what is wonderful, that it has been 114898 BB 
lowly, and with difficulty, that reaſon and obſer- 1 
„ e | vation 
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B O O K vation have exploded thoſe fables. The voyage, 


VI. 


I 540. $ 


Diſtreſs of 


 P1ivarroe 


Isel. 


at ſuch a juncture. 


however, even when ſtripped of every romantic 
embelliſhment, deſerves to be recorded, not only 
as one of the moſt memorable occurrences in that 


adventrous age, but as the firſt. event that led to 


any certain knowledge of thoſe immenſe regions 


that ſtretch eaſtward from the Andes to the ocean“. 


No words can deſcribe the conſternation of 


Pizarro, when he did not find the bark at the 
confluence of the Napo and Maragnon, where he 
had ordered Orellana to wait for him. He would 


not allow himſelf to ſuſpect that a man, whom he 


| had entruſted with ſuch an important command, 
could be fo baſe and fo unfeeling, as to deſert him 
But imputing his abſence 
from the place of rendezvous to ſome unknown 
accident, he advanced above fifty leagues along 
the banks of the Maragnon, expecting every mo- 
ment to fee the bark appear with a ſupply of 


proviſions. At length he came up with an officer 


whom Orellana had left to periſh in the deſert, 
becauſe he had the courage to remonſtrate againſt 
his perfidy. From him he learned the extent of 
Orellana's crime; and his followers perceived at 
once their own deſperate fituation, when deprived 
of their only reſource. The ſpirit of the ſtouteſt 
hearted veteran ſunk within him, and all de- 


manded to be led back inftantly. Pizarro; though 
he aſſumed an appearance of tranquillity, did 


not oppoſe their inclination. But he was now 


twelve hundred miles from Quito; and in that 


long march the Spaniards encountered hardſhips 


greater than thoſe they had endured in their 


_ progreſs outward, without the alluring hopes 
„ N 5 which 


 * Zarate, lib. iv. c. 4. Gomara Hift. c. 86. Vega, p. Fs. 


lib. iii. . 4. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. ix. c. 2,5. Rodrigue? 
El Maragnon y Amazonas, lib, i. g. | | 


HISTORY OP AMERICA 217 


which then ſoothed and animated them under theirB O O K 
ſufferings. Hunger compelled them to feed on, VI | 
roots and berries, to eat all their dogs and horſes, 101. 
to devour the moſt loathſome reptiles, and even 
to knaw the leather of their ſaddles and ſword- 

delts. Four thouſand Indians, and two hundred 

and ten Spaniards, periſhed in this wild diſaſtrous 
expedition, which continued near two years; and 

as fifty men were aboard the bark with Orellana, 

only four- core got back to Quito. Theſe were 

naked like ſavages, and ſo emaciated with famine, 

or worn out with fatigue, that they had more the 
appearance of ſpectres than of men . . 


Bur, inſtead of returning to enjoy the repoſe Namber of 
which his condition required, Pizarro, on entering pee 
Quito, received accounts of a fatal event that 
threatened calamities more dreadful to him, than 
thoſe through which he had paſſed. From the 
time that his brother made that partial diviſion of 
his conqueſts which has been mentioned, the ad- 
herents of Almagro, conſidering themſelves as 
| proſcribed by the party in power, no longer en- 
| tertained any hope of bettering their condition. 
| Great numbers in deſpair reſorted fo Lima, where 
| the houſe of young Almagro was always open to 
| them, and the ſlender portion of his father's for- 
| tune, which the governor allowed him to enjoy, 
| was ſpent in affording them ſubſiſtence. The 
warm attachment with which every perſon who 
ſerved under the elder Almagro devoted himſelf 
| to his intereſts, was quickly transferred to his ſon, 
| Who was now grown up to the age of manhood, 
| and poſſeſſed all the qualities which captivate the. 
F Ta 4 © 5:5 ftectons 


— 


| * Zarate, lib. iv. c. 2—5. Vega, p. 11. lib. iii. c. 3, 4. f. 
| 14. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. viii. c. 7, 8. lib. ix. c. 25. dec. 7. 
| id. ii. c. 14. Pizar. Varones Illuſtr. 349, Kc, 1 
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B O O K affections of ſoldiers. Of à graceful appearance, 
VII ͤdeextrous at all martial exereiſes, bold, open, ge- 


ei nerous, he ſeemed to be formed for command; 
Confider and as his father, conſcious of his own inferiority 
8 yk from the total want of education, had been ex- 
their leader. tremely attentive to have him inſtructed in every 


ſcience becoming a gentleman; the accotnpliſh- 


ments which he had acquired, heightened the re- 


ſpect of his followers, as they gave him diſtinction 


and eminence among illiterate adventurers. - In 


this young man the Almagrians found a point of 
union which they wanted, and looking up to him 


as their head, were ready to undertake any thing 
for his advancement. Nor was affection for Al- 
magro their only incitement ; they were urged on 
by their own diſtreſſes. Many them, deſtitute 
of common neceſſaries *, and weary of loitering 
away life, a burthen to their chief, or to ſuch of 


their aſſociates as had ſaved ſome remnant of their 


fortune from pillage and confiſcation, longed impa- 
tiently for an occaſion to exert their activity and 
courage, and began to deliberate how they might 
be avenged on the author of all their miſery. 
Conire a- Their frequent cabals did not paſs unobſerved, 
e of Fi. and the governor was warned to be on his guard 
zarro-, againſt men who meditated ſome deſperate deed, 
and had reſolution to execute it. But either from 

the native intrepidity of his mind, or from con- 

_ tempt of perſons whoſe poverty rendered their 
machinations of little conſequence, he diſregard- 


ed the. admonitions of his friends. Be in no 


pain, ſaid he careleſsly, about my life; it is per- 


fectly ſafe, as long as every man in Peru knous 


that I can in a moment put him to death who 
dares to harbour a thought againſt it.” This ſe. 
curity gave the Almagrians full leiſure to digeſt 
and ripen every part of their ſcheme ; and Jan 


* Se NOTE LXII. 
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de Herrada, an officer of great abilities, who had B O OK 

the charge of Almagro's education, took the lead VI. 

in their conſultations, with all the zeal which that 547 

connection inſpired, and with all the authority 

which the aſcendant that he was known to have 

over the mind of his pupil gave him. 


On Sunday, the twenty-ſixth of June, at mid- and killbim. 
day, the ſeaſon of tranquillity and repoſe in all 
ſultry climates, Herrada, at the head of eighteen 
of the moſt determined conſpirators, ſallied out 
of Almagro's houſe in complete armour; and 
drawing their ſwords, as they advanced haſtily to- 
wards the governor's palace, cried out, Long 
live the king, but let the tvrant die.” Their aſ- 
| fociates, warned of their motions by a tignal, 
| were in arms at different ſtations ready to ſupport 
EF them. Though Pizarro was uſually ſurrounded. 
by ſuch a numerous train of attendants as ſuited 
the magnificence of the moſt opulent ſubject of 
the age in which he lived, yet as he was juſt riſen 
from table, and moſt of his own domeftics had 
retired to their own apartments, the conſpirators 
| paſſed through the two outer courts of the palace 
| unobſerved. They were at the bottom of the 
| ftair-caſe, before a page in waiting could give the 
alarm to his maſter, who was converſing with a 
| few friends in a large hall. The governor, whoſe 
| ſteady mind no form of danger could appal, 
ſtarting up, called for arms, and commanded. 
Francifco de Chaves to make faſt the door. But 
that officer, who did not retain ſo much preſence 
of mind as to obey this prudent order, running 
to the top of the ſtair-caſe, wildly aſked the con- 
|  lpirators what they meant, and whither they were 

going? Inſtead of anſwering, they ſtabbed him 
to the heart, and burſt into the hall. Some of 
the perſons who were there threw themſelves from 
the windows; others attempted to fly; and a few 
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drawing their ſwords, followed their leader into 
an inner apartment. The conſpirators, animated 
with having the object of their vengeance now in 


view, ruſhed forward after them. Pizarro, with 
no other arms than his ſword and buckler, de- 


fended the entry, and ſupported by his half-bro- 


ther Alcantara, and his little knot of friends, he 
maintained the unequal conteſt with intrepidity 
worthy of his paſt exploits, and with the vigour 


of a youthful combatant. * Courage, cried he, 
companions, we are yet enow to make thoſe trai- 


5 Almagroac- As ſoon as he was ſlain, the aſſaſſins ran out 
| nowledged; 


into the ſtreets, and waving their bloody ſwords, 
proclaimed the death of the tyrant, Above two 


a5 his ſuc- 
cellor.. 


wounded. The 


tors repent of their audacity.” But the armour of 


the conſpirators protected them, while every thruſt 
they made took effect. Alcantara fell dead at his 
brother's feet ; his other defendants were mortally 
governor, ſo weary that he could 


hardly wield his ſword, and no longer able 10 


parry the many weapons furiouſly aimed at him, 
received a deadly thruſt full in his throat, ſunk to 
"the ground, am,, 8 


hundred of their aſſociates having joined them, 


they conducted young Almagro in ſolemn pro- 
ceſſion through the city, and aſſembling the ma- 


giſtrates and principal citizens, compelled them to 
acknowledge him as lawful ſucceſſor to his father 
in his government. 


were pillaged by the ſoldiers, who had the ſatis- 


faction at once of being avenged on their ene- 


mies, and of enriching themſelves by the ſpoils of 


thoſe through whoſe hands all the wealth of Peru 
e ,, 7 
EL a: Tb 


* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 68. Gomara Hiſt. c. 144, 145. 
Vega, p. 11. lib. iii. c. 5—7. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. x. c. 47 
Pizarro Var. uſt. p. 183. Goa cm 


The palace of Pizarro, to- 
gether with the houſes of ſeveral of his adherents, 
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Tux boldneſs and ſucceſs of the conſpiracy, asB O OK 1 
well as the name and popular qualities of Alma- VI. 1 
gro, drew many ſoldiers to his ſtandard. ey = 4 10 
adventurer of deſperate fortune, all who were dif- we 40. 1 
ſatisfied with Pizarro, and, from the rapaciouſ- pearances of "Hl 
neſs of his government in the latter years of his bi 


life, the number of malcontents was conſiderable, 1 
declared without heſitation, in favour of Alma- i 
gra, and he was ſoon at the head of eight hun- 


dred of the moſt gallant veterans in Peru. As Sk [i 
his youth and inexperience diſqualified him from 1 
taking the command of them himſelf, he appoint- ml 4 
| ed Herrada to act as general. But though Al- | 1 
| magro ſpeedily collected ſuch a reſpectable force, 1 
the acquieſcence in his government was far from 9 
being general. Pizarro had left many friends to 11 
whom his memory was dear; the barbarous aſſaſ- "R108 
ſination of a man to whom his country was ſo {ic 10 
highly indebted, filled every impartial perſon with 
horror. The ignominious birth of Almagro, as | 
well as the doubtful title on which he founded his i 
pretenſions, led others to conſider him as an uſur- | 
per. The officers who commanded in ſome pro- 1 
vinces refuſed to recognize his authority, until it 9 


cularly at Cuzco, the royal ſtandard was erected, 
and preparations made to revenge the murder of 


was confirmed by the emperor. In others, parti- 4 
their ancient leader. 


Tos ſeeds of diſcord, which could not have arrival oc =o 
lain long dormant, acquired greater vigour and & ' i 
activity, when the arrival of Vaca de Caſtro was {ik 

| known. After a long and diſaſtrous voyage, he | ( 

| was driven by ſtreſs of weather into a ſmall har- em | 

bour in the province of Popayan ; and proceedinng — 4 i 
from thence by land, after a journey no leſs te- - [18 0 
dious than difficult, he reached Quito. In his l 
way he received accounts of Pizarro's death, and 1 


of the events which followed upon it. He im- 
N maduicly 


4 
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O Kmediately produced the royal commiſſion appoint 
„ing him governor of Peru, with the ſame privi- 


leges and authority; and his juriſdiction was 


whoafſumesacknowledged, without heſitation, by Benalcazar, 


the title of 


governor. 


Adelantado, or lieutenant-general for the emperor 


in Popayan, and by Pedro de Puelles, who, in the 


abſence of Gonzalo Pizarro, had the command of 
the troops left at Quito. Vaca de Caftro not only 


aſſumed the ſupreme authority, but ſhewed that 


he poſſeſſed the talents which the exerciſe of it at 


that juncture required. By his influence and ad- 
dreſs he ſoon aſſembled ſuch a body of troops, as 
not only ſet him above all fear of being expoſed 


to any inſult from the adverſe party, but enabled 
him to advance from Quito with the dignity that 


became his character. By diſpatching perſons of 
confidence to the different Settlements in Peru, 
with a formal notification of his arrival, and of his 


commiſſion, he communicated to his countrymen 


the royal pleaſure with reſpect to the government 


of the country. By private emiſſaries, he excited 
ſuch officers as had diſcovered their diſapprobation 
of Almagro's proceedings, to manifeſt their duty 
to their ſovereign, by ſupporting the perſon ho- 


noured with his commiſſion. Thoſe meaſures 


were productive of great effects. Encouraged by 
the approach of the new governor, or prepared 


by his machinations, the loyal were confirmed in 
their principles, and avowed them with greater 
boldneſs; the timid ventured to declare their ſen- 
timents; the neutral and wavering, finding tt 


neceſſary to chuſe a ſide, began to lean to that 


which now appeared to be the ſafeſt as well as the 
moſt juſt *. GR, 


| Condvt of ALMAGRO obſerved the rapid progreſs of this 


Almagro. 


ſpirit of diſaffection to his cauſe, and, in order to 
gr fs wn” ol 


* Benzon, lib. iii. c. 9. Zarate, lib. iv. c. 11. Gomara, 
c. 146, 147. Herrera, dec. 6. lib. x. c. 1, 2, 3, 7, Kc. 
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ive an effectual check to it before the arrival of BOOK 
Vaca de Caſtro, he ſet out at the head of his troops VI. 
for Cuzco, where the moſt conſiderable body " a7 
opponents had erected the royal ſtandard, under © 
the command of Pedro Alvarez Holguin. During 

his march thither, Herrada, the ſkilful guide of 

his youth and of his counſels, died ; and from 

that time his meaſures were conſpicuous for their 

violence, but concerted with little ſagacity, and 
executed with no addreſs. Holguin, with forces 
far inferior to thoſe of the oppoſite party, was de- 11% 
| ſcending towards the coaſt at the very time that - FM. 
| Almagro was on his way to Cuzco. By a very 1 
| ſimple ſtratagem, he deceived his unexperienced 1 
| adverſary, avoided an engagement, and effected _ 1 18 
2 junction with Alvarado, an officer of note, who - e 
had been the firſt to declare againſt Almagro as ms 


Soon after, Vaca de Caſtro entered the campProgreſs of | | 


with the troops which he brought from Quito, anden 1 
etecting the royal ſtandard before his own tent, if 
he declared, that, as governor, he would dii .. 
charge in perſon all the functions of general of YES 
their combined forces. Though formed by the 1 
tenour of his paſt life to the habits of a ſedentary Weg 
and pacific profeſſion, he at once aſſumed the acti- 1 
| vity and diſcovered the diciſion of an officer long — HY 
| accuſtomed to command. Knowing his ſtrength [ 63] BY 
to be now far ſuperior to that of the enemy, he WOT: | 
vas impatient to terminate the conteſt by a battle. _ ng 
| Nor did the followers of Almagro, who had no —_ 
| hopes of obtaining pardon for a crime fo atro- 1 i 

q 


| cious as the murder of the governor, decline that [ie WY 
mode of deciſion. They met at Chupas, about sept. 16. e 
two hundred miles from Cuzco, and fought with _ 224 i 
al the fierce animoſity inſpired by the violence of [1233 i 
eril rage, the rancour of private enmity, the l 
| eagernets of revenge, and the laſt efforts of de- 1 


TW 
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* * P K ſpair. Victory, after remaining long doubtful, MW pr 
declared at laſt for Vaca de Caſtro. 'The ſuperior na 

z number of his troops, his own intrepidity, and 
Defeats Al- the martial talents of Franciſco de Carvayal, a ve- 
ago. teran officer formed under the great captain in the 
wars of Italy, and who on that day laid the foun- en 
dation of his future fame in Peru, triumphed MW 

over the bravery of his opponents, though led on on 

by young Almagro with a gallant ſpirit, worthy 

of a better cauſe, and deſerving another fate. i al 

The carnage was great in proportion to the num- an 

ber of the combatants. Many of the vanquiſh- hac 

ed, eſpecially ſuch as were conſcious that they MW e 
might be charged with being acceſſary to the aſſal- nor 

ſination of Pizarro, ruſhing on the ſwords of the Out 

enemy, choſe to fall like ſoldiers, rather than wait den 

an ignominious doom. Of fourteen hundred men, 1 e 


the total amount of combatants on both ſides, five MW the 
hundred lay dead on the field, and the number of | latt 
the wounded was ſtill greater *, — 5 


Bevecky of of Te the military talents diſplayed by Vaca de ; ant 
ow "Xen Caſtro, both in the council and in the field, ſur- obſe 


priſed the adventurers in Peru, they were ſtil of a 
more aſtoniſhed at his conduct after the victory. W id 
As he was by nature a rigid diſpenſer of juſtice, i 3 
and perſuaded that it required examples of e- 3 
traordinary ſeverity to reſtrain the licentious ſpirit ee 
of ſoldiers fo far removed from the ſeat of g- com 
vernment, he proceeded directly to try his pr- W a CC] 
ſoners as rebels. Forty were condemned to ſuffer Pire 
the death of traitors, others were baniſhed from s! 
Peru. Their leader, who made his eſcape from the , dont 
Os being betray ed by {ome of his officers, was [tions 
public! o c 
leigr 
1 [ot t. 
* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 12—19. Gomara, e. 148. Vegy V. 
p. 11. lib. iü. c. 1118. 83 dec. 7 lib. i. C. 1 2 


lid. 111. C. 111. | | * 
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publicly beheaded in Cuzco; and in him the B O OE 
name of Almagro, and the ſpirit of the party, was VI. 
ain. —.— 


2 
3 
5 
"3 
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* Dvrinc thoſe violent convulſions in Peru, the conſaltati- 
| emperor and his miniſters were intently employed one of the 
in preparing regulations, by which they hoped not concerning 
| only to re-eſtabliſh tranquillity there, but to intro-his domini- 
duce a more perfect ſyſtem of internal policy intorica., 8 
all their ſettlements in the New World. Rapid 

and extenſive as the Spanith conqueſts in America 

had been, they were not carried on by any regular 

| exertion of the national force, but by the occa- 

ſional efforts of private adventurers. After fitting 

out a few of the firſt armaments for diſcovering 

| new regions, the court of Spain, during the buſy 

E reigns of Ferdinand and of Charles V. the former 

the moſt intriguing prince of the age, and the 

latter the moſt. ambitious, was encumbered with 

ſuch a multiplicity of ſchemes, and involved in 

war with ſo many nations of Europe, that it had 

not leiſure to attend to diſtant and leſs intereſting * 
objects. The care of proſecuting, diſcovery, or 

of attempting conqueſt, was abandoned to indi- 

| viduals ; and with ſuch ardour did men puſh for- 

ward in this new career, on which noveltv, the 
ſpirit of adventure, avarice, ambition, and the 
hope of meriting heaven, prompted them with 
combined influence to enter, that in leſs than half 

| century almoſt the whole of that extenſive em- 
pre which Spain now poſſeſſes in the New World 
vas ſubjected to its diminion. As the Spanith court 
contributed nothing towards the various expedt- 
tions undertaken in America, it was not intitle 
to claim much from their ſucceſs. The ſove- 
leignty of the conquered provinces, with the fifth 
jak the gold and filver, was reterved for the 
n 1 -: crown > 


* Zarate, lib. iv. c. 21. Comara, c. 150. Herrera, dec. 
. lib. iii. c. 1.3. lib. vi. c. 1. = 
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B OO Kerown ; every thing elſe was ſeized by the aſſo- 


VI. ciates as their right. The plunder of the coun- 
tries which they invaded ſerved to indemnify them 
154% for what they had expended in equipping them- 
ſelves for the ſervice; and the conquered terri- 
tory was divided among them, according to rules 
which cuſtom had introduced, as permanent efta- 
bliſhments which their ſucceſsful valour merited. 


In the infancy of thoſe ſettlements, when their 


extent as well as their value were unknown, 
many irregularities eſcaped obſervation, and it 
was found neceſſary to connive at many exceſſes. 
The conquered people were pillaged with de- 
ſtructive rapacity, and their country parcelled 
out among its new maſters in exorbitant ſhares, 
far exceeding the higheſt recompence due to their 
ſervices. The rude conquerors of America, in- 
capable of forming their eſtabliſhments upon any 
general or extenſive plan of policy,. attentive only 
to private intereſt, unwilling to forego preſent 
gain from the proſpect of remote or public benefit, 
ſeem to have had no object but to amaſs ſudden 
wealth, without regarding what might be the 
_ conſequences of the means by which they ac- 
quired it. But when time at length diſcovered 
to the Spaniſh court the importance of its Ame- 
rican poſſeſſions, the neceſſity of new-modelling 
their whole frame became obvious, and in place 
of the maxims and practices prevalent among 
military adventurers, it was found requiſite tv 
ſubſtitute the inſtitutions of regular government. 


Ons evil in particular called for an immediate 
remedy. The conquerors of Mexico and Perl 
imitated the fatal example of their countrymen 
ſettled in the iſlands, and employed themſelves in 
ſearching for gold and filver with the ſame in- 

conſiderate eagerneſs. Similar effects followed: 
©, The natives employed in this labour by mate 
| | 5 . IO 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 220 1 

who in impoſing their taſks had no regard eitherB O O K 1 

to what they felt or to what they were able to VI. 3 9 

perform, pined away and periſhed ſo faſt, . 1 

there was reaſon to apprehend that Spain, inſtead 4 1 

ol poſſeſſing countries peopled to ſuch a degree as 9 
to be ſuſceptible of progreſſive improvement, 


| would ſoon remain proprietor only of a Yan un- 
[ inhabited deſart. 


| Tax emperor and his minifiers were ſo ſenſible 
of this, and fo ſolicitous to prevent the extinction 
| of the Indian race, which threatened to render 
| their acquiſitions of no value, that from time to 
| time various laws, which I have mentioned, had 


been made for ſecuring to that unhappy people | Ft 1 
more gentle and equitable treatment. But the e 1 
diſtance of America from the ſeat of empire, the SI i 
| feebleneſs of government in the new colonies, 

the avarice and audacity of ſoldiers unaccuſtomed . 

| to reſtraint, prevented theſe ſalutary regulations 1 

from operating with any conſiderable infſuence. . 


The evil continued to grow, and at this time the 
| emperor found an interval of leiſure from the 
| affairs of Europe to take it into attentive conſider- 
| ation, He conſulted not only with his miniſters The renten 
and the members of the council of the Indies, bite 


he adwvues- 
but called upon ſeveral perſons who had reſided Spas 
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long in the New World, to aid them with the re- 
ſalt of their experience and obſervation. Fortu- 4 
| nately for the people of America, among theſe $ | 
was Bartholomew de las Caſas, who happened to 75, 1 


| 5 then at Madrid on a miſſion from a chapter of 
his order at Chiapa . Though, ſince the miſ- 
| carriage of his former ſchemes for the relief of the 
Indians, he had continued ſhut up in his cloifter, 
or occupied in religious functions, his zeal m 
behalf of the former objects of his pity was ſo far 
| from abating, that, from an increaſed knowledge 


= 
* Rem: al Hic. 4 Chiapa, p : 146. 
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r HISTORY OF AMERICA, 
BOOK of their ſufferings, its ardour had augmented, 
VI. He ſeized eagerly this opportunity of reviving his 
172 favourite maxims concerning the treatment of 
the Indians. With the moving eloquence na- 
| tural to a. man on whoſe mind the ſcenes which 
he had beheld had made a deep impreſſion, he 
deſcribed the irreparable waſte of the human | 
ſpecies in the New World, the Indian race al- 
molt totally ſwept away in the iſlands in leſs than ; 
fiſty years, and haſtening to extinction on the 
continent with the ſame rapid decay. With the 
deciſive tone of one ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed with the {MW | 
truth of his own ſyſtem, he imputed all this toz MW tf 
ſingle cauſe, to the exactions and cruelty of his 1 
- countrymen, and contended that nothing could {MW 7 


prevent the depopulation of America, but the " 
declaring of its natives to be freemen, and treat- 8 


ing them as ſubjects, not as ſlaves. Nor did he * 
cConfide for the ſucceſs of this propoſal in the MW ) 
powers of his oratory alone. In order to enforce MW 
them, he compoſed his famous treatiſe eoncer- 
ing the deſtruction of America *, in which he 1 © 
relates, with many horrid circumſtances, but with 1 
apparent marks of exaggerated deſcription, the b. 
devaſtation of every province which had been 
viſited by the Spaniards. 5 


flis olici- TH emperor was deeply afflicted with the re- it 
55 Ke "- Cital of ſo many actions ſhocking to humanity. MW 

general re- But as his . extended far beyond thoſe of Las 1 

— ala>, he. perceived that relieving the Indians WW n 


government. | | | ala Hi 
from oppreſſion was but one ſtep towards ren- WW -” 
dering his poſſeſſions in the New World a valua- ſha 
ble acquiſition, and would be of little avail, u- 5 


| Teſs he could circumſcribe the power and uſur- WW 
i, pations of his own ſubjects there. The con- be 
NF querors of America, however great their merit 
had been towards their country, were moltly per | 
1 „ Ss 3% 


* Remeſal, p. 192. 190. 
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fons of ſuch mean birth, and of ſuch abject rank BOOK 
in ſociety, as give no diſtinction in the eye of a VI. 
monarch. The exorbitant wealth with which . 
ſome of them returned, gave umbrage to an age 1542: 
not accuſtomed to ſee men in inferior condition 
elevated above their level, and riſing to emulate 
or ſurpaſs the ancient nobility in ſplendour. The 
territories Which their leaders had appropriated to 
themſelves were of enormous extent *; ; and if 
the country ſhould ever be improved in propor- 
| tion to the fertility of the ſoil, they muſt grow 
too weakhy and too powerful for ſubjects. It 
appeared to Charles, that this abuſe required a 
remedy no leſs than the other, and that the re- 

gulations concerning both muſt be enforced by 
a mode of government more N than had 
8 been introduced 1 into America. 


6 MWinm this view be kae a 8 of lawe, New regu- 
| lat ions for 
containing many falutary appointments with re- this purpoſe, 
ſpect to the conſtitution and powers of the ſu- 
preme council of the Indies; concerning the 

| ſtation and juriſdiction of the royal audiences in 
different parts of America, the adminiſtration of 

| juſtice, the order of government, both eccleſia- 

| fiical and civil. Theſe were approved of by all 

| ranks of men. But together with them were 

| iſſued the following regulations. which excited 

| univerſal alarm, and occaſioned the moſt violent 


WH convulſions : —< That as the repariimientos or 
„ WW ſhares of land ſeized by ſeveral perſons appeared 
= 0 be exceſſive, the royal audiences are cmpower- . 
u. © to reduce them to a moderate extent: That 
n- W pon the death of any conqueror or planter, the 
t ends and Indians granted to him ſhall not de- 
e- Lend to his widow or children, but return to the 
ns WW don: That the Indians ſhall henceforth be ex- 


enpted from perſonal ſervice, and ſhall not be 


8 -competiey 
* See NOTE XLUIL 
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BOOK k compelled to carry the baggage of travellers, to 


VI. 


"> fiſheries : That the ſtated tribute due by them to 
their ſuperiors ſhall be aſcertained, and they ſhall 
be paid as ſervants for any work they voluntarily 


1542. 


of the lands and Indians allotted to them, and 


His miniſ- 
ters remon- * 


in public offices, eccleſiaſtics of every denomina- 


in Peru, who had any criminal concern in the 
_ conteſts between Pizarro and Os ſhould 
forfeit his lands and Indians “. Wo. 


regulations, as ruinous to their infant colonies. 


ſcattered ; that the ſucceſs of every ſcheme for this 


vice of the Indians, whoſe native indolence and 
_ averſion to labour, no proſpect of benefit or pro- 


every work of induſtry muſt ceaſe, and all the 
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labour in the mines, or to dive in the pear] 


perform : That all perſons who are or have been 
tion, hoſpitals and monaſteries, ſhall be deprived 


theſe be annexed to the crown : That every perſon 


affairs, and who were beſt acquainted with the 
ſtate of the country, remonſtrated againſt thoſe 


They repreſented, that the number of Spaniards 


expected from any effort of theirs towards im- 
proving the vaſt regions over which they were 


purpoſe muſt depend upon the miniſtry and ſer- 


miſe of reward could ſurmount ; that the moment 


the right of impoſing a taſk, and exacting the 
performance of it was taken Trom their maſters, 


ſources from which wealth begun to pour in upon 
Spain mult be ſtopt for ever. But Charles, tens: 
cious at all times of his own opinions, and # 
much impreſſed at preſent with the view of the 
diſorders which reigned i in America, that * 

Willing 


* Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vi. c. 5. Fernandez Hit. lib. il e 
* | | 8 


ALL the Spaniſh 111 who had hitherto 


rate again been entruſted with the direction of American 
5 them. 


who had hitherto emigrated to the New World 
was fo extremely ſmall, that nothing could be 


execution with greater vigour and authority, he 
authoriſed Franciſco Tello de Sandoval to repair 
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willing to hazard the application even of a danger-BOOK 
ous remedy, perſiſted in his reſolution of publiſh-, VI. 


ing the laws. That they might be carried into TI 


to Mexico as viſitador or ſuperintendent of that 
country, and to co-operate with Antonio de Men- 
doza, the viceroy, in enforcing them. He ap- viceroy 
pointed Blaſco Nugnez Vela to be governor off Pers. 
Peru, with the title of Viceroy ; and in order to 1543. 
ſtrengthen his adminiſtration, he eſtabliſhed a 5 
court of royal audience in Lima, in which four 


| lawyers of eminence were to preſide as judges *. 


Tux viceroy and ſuperintendent failed at the 1544. 
ſame time ; and an account of the laws which they e ds 
were to enforce reached America before them. tion in. New 


The entry of Sandoval into Mexico was viewed Pain. 


| as the prelude of general ruin. The unlimited 


grant of liberty to the Indians affected every Spa- 
niard in America without diſtinction, and there 


was hardly one who might not on ſome pretext! 
be included under the other regulations, and fut- 
fer by them. But the colony in New Spain had 


now been ſo long accuſtomed to the reſtraints ot 
law and authority under the ſteady and prudent 
adminiſtration of Mendoza, that how much ſocver 
the ſpirit of the new ſtatutes was deteſted and 
dreaded, no attempt was made to obſtruct the 
publication of them by any act of violence unbe- 
coming ſubjects. The magiſtrates and principa' 
inhabitants, however, preſented dutitul addreiic- 
to the viceroy and ſuperintendent, reprctenting; 
the fatal conſequences of enforcing them. Hay 
pily for them, Mendoza, by long reſidence in the 


country, was fo thoroughly acquainted with "ix 


ſte, that he knew what was for its intercſt «+ 


„ Zarate, lib. ili. c. 24. Gomara, c. 151. Vega, p. 2. 
9% Ul. C. 20. . ED | | 
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BOOK well as what it could bear ; and Sandoval, though 


VI. 


1544. 


In Peru. 


new in office, diſplayed a degree of moderation 
ſeldom poſſeſſed by perſons juſt entering upon the 
exerciſe of power. They engaged to ſuſpend, for 


_ ſome time, the execution of what was offenſive in 
the new laws, and not only conſented that a de- 


putation of citizens ſhould be ſent to Europe to lay 


before the emperor the apprehenſions of his ſub- 


jects in New Spain with reſpect to their tendency 


and effects, but they concurred with them in ſup- 
porting their ſentiments. Charles, moved by the 


opinion of men whoſe abilities and integrity in- 


titled them to decide concerning what fell imme. 


diately under their own view, granted ſuch a re- 
laxation of the rigour of the laws as Ng 
the colony | in its former tranquillity l. 1 


Ix Peru the ſtorm gathered with an aſpect {till 


more fierce and threatening, and was not io ſoon 


diſperſed. The conquerors of Peru, of a rank 
much inferior to thoſe who had ſubjected Mexico 


to the Spaniſh crown, farther removed from the 
inſpection of the parent ſtate, and intoxicated with 


the ſudden acquiſition of wealth, carried on all 


their operations with greater licence and irregula- 


_ rity than any body of adventurers in the New 
World. Amidſt the general ſubverſion of law and 


order, occaſioned by two ſucceſſive civil wars, 

when each individual was at liberty to decide for 

himſelf, without any guide but his own intereſt cr 
alfons, this turbulent ſpirit roſe above all ſenſe 


of ſubordination. To men thus corrupted by 
anarchy, the introduction of regular government, 


the power of a viceroy, 4nd the authority of 


reſpectable court of judicature, would have ap- 


peared formidable reftraints, to winch they would 
have 


* Fernandez Hiſt. Ib. f. e. 4, 4, 8. Vet p. 11. lid. i 


c. 21, 22. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. v. c. 7. lib. Vi. c. 14, 15 
*F orquew. won: Ind. lib. v. c. 13. 


— 
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: have ſubmitted with reluctance. But they revolt- B O O K 


new laws ſpread ſucceſſively through the different 
ſettlements, the inhabitants run together, the wo- 


injuſtice and ingratitude of their ſovereign, in de- 


due to perſons, who, without public aid, at their 
| own expence, and by their own valour, have ſub- 


I | beſtowed for having endured unparalleled diſtreſs, 


that he may not be condemned by ſome penal 


| that all ſhould be entangled i in their ſnare ? Every 
| fice, and all, without diſtinction, have been con- 
| tween the two rival chiefs. Were the former to 


| their duty? Were the latter to be puniſhed on ac- 

count of what they could not avoid? Shall the : 

| conquerors of this great empire, inſtead of receiv- : 
ing marks of diſtinction, be deprived of the natu- 

| ral conſolation of providing for their widows and 
children, and leave them to depend for ſubſiſtence 

on the ſcanty ſupply they can extort from unfeel- 

ing courtiers * ? We are not able now, continued 

| they, to explore unknown regions in queſt af 

more ſecure ſettlements ; 3 our conſtitutions, de — 3 


= . — 4s. I. 
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ed with indignation againſt the idea of complying 
with laws, by which they were to be ſtripped at 


once of all they had earned ſo hardly during many 


1544- 
years of ſervice and ſuffering. As the account of the 


men in tears, and the men exclaiming againſt the 
priving them, unheard and unconvicted, of their 
poſſeſſions. Is this, cried they, the recompence 
jected to the crown of Caſtile territories of ſuch 
vaſt extent and opulence ? Are theſe the rewards 
for having encountered every ſpecies of danger 
in the ſervice of their country? Whoſe merit is ſo 


great, whoſe conduct has been fo irreproachable, 


clauſe in regulations, conceived in terms as looſe 
and comprehenſive, as if it had been intended 


Spaniard of note in Peru has held ſome public of= 
ſtrained to take an active. part in the conteſt be- 


be robbed of their property becauſe they had done 


late 
* Herrera, dec. 7. lib. YI. c. 14 IS. 
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BOO K tated with age, and our bodies covered with wounds, 


VI. are no longer fit for active ſervice; but ſtill we poſ- 
— ſeſs vigour ſufficient to afſert our juſt rights, and 
54% we will not tamely ſuffer them to be wrefted 


from us *.“ 


An inſurree- By diſcourſes of this ſort, uttered with velie- 


tron pre- 


vented by MENCE, and liſtened to with univerſal approbation, 


themodera-their paſſions were inflamed to ſuch a pitch, that 
tion of Caſ- | 


tro. they were prepared for the moſt violent meaſures, 
and began to hold confultations in different places, 
how they might oppoſe the entrance of the vice- 
roy and judges, and prevent not only the execu- 


tion but the promulgation of the new laws. From 
this, however, they were diverted by the addreſs 
of Vaca de Caſtro, who flattered them with hopes, 
that, as ſoon as the viceroy and judges ſhould 


arrive, and had leiſure to examine their petitions | 


and remonſtrances, they would concur with them 
in endeavouring to procure ſome mitigation in 
the rigour of laws which had been framed with- 


out due attention either to the ſtate of the coun- 


try, or to the ſentiments of the people. A great- 
er degree of accommodation to theſe, and even 


ſome conceſſions on the part of government, were 
now become requiſite to compoſe the preſent fer- 
ment, and to ſooth the coloniſts into ſubmiſſion, 


by inſpiring them with confidence in their ſupe- 
riors. But without profound diſcernment, con- 
cdiliating manners, and flexibility of temper, ſuch 
The fpirit a plan could not be carried on. The viceroy pot- 
tion increaſ: ſeſſed none of theſe. Of all the qualities that fit 
N men for high command, he was endowed only 
= with integrity and courage; the former harſh and 
uncomply ing, the latter bordering fo frequently on 
_.__ raſhneſs or obſtinacy, that in his ſituation, they were 
March 4 defects rather than virtues. From the moment wy 
* Gomara, c. 152. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vi. C, 10, 11. 

Vega, p. 1 7. lib. ni. C. 20, 22. li. . k. J, .. 
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he landed at Tumbez, Nugnez Vela ſeems to kaven OOK {3k if [ 
conſidered himſelf merely as an executive officer, VII. 1 10 
without any diſcretionary power ; and, regardleſs 
of whatever he obſerved or heard concerning the 154 
ſtate of the country, he adhered to the letter of . 16 
the regulations with unrelenting rigour. In all the - 
towns through which he paſſed, the natives were 1 
declared to be free, every perſon in public office 
was deprived of his lands and ſervants; and as 
an example of obedience to others, he would not 
ſuffer a ſingle Indian to be employed in carrying 54 
his baggage in his march towards Lima. Amaze- | big 
ment and conſternation went before him as he ap- 1 
proached; and ſo little ſolicitous was he to pre- Wh 
vent them from augmenting, that on entering the 
capital, he openly avowed that he came to obey 
the orders of his ſovereign, not to diſpenſe with _ 
his laws. This harſh declaration was accompanied 
with what rendered it {hll more intolerable, haugh- 
tineſs in deportment, a tone of arrogance and de- 
eiſion in diſcourſe, and an inſolence of office 

grievous to men little accuſtomed to hold civil 1 
authority in high reſpect. Every attempt to pro- Es, 1684 
eure a fuſpenſion or mitigation of the new laws, 1 
le viceroy conſidered as flowing from a ſpirit ol £5 REY 
_ WW difaffection that tended to rebellion. Several per- 1 
„ons of rank were confined, and ſome put to ' 
death, without any form of trial. Vaca de Caſtro 1 
vas arreſted, and notwithitanding the dignity of . 
bis former rank, and his merit in having prevent- 4 

| ed a general inſurrection in the colony, he was 


loaded with chains, and ſhut up in the common 
Jail. S 


\ | ; 
Bur however general the indignation was n The wei- 4 
ſuch proceedings, it is probable that the hand of- . 


chulc Gon- 1 | 
authority 2 alo Pi arro | 1 
to be their 1 
leader. 1 
TR * Zarate, lib. iv. c. 23, 24. 25. Gomara, c. 153155. | 


| Vega, p. 11. lib. iv e. 4, 5. Fernandez, lib. 1. c. 6-10. 
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BO 0 K author; ity would have been ſtrong enough to ſup- 


preſs it, and to prevent 1ts burſting out with open 
violence. if the malcontents had not been pro- 


vided with a leader of credit and eminence to 
unite and to direct their efforts. From the time 
that the purport of the new regulations was 


known in Peru, every Spaniard there turned his 


eyes towards Gonzalo Pizarro, as the only perſon 

able to avert the ruin with which they threatened _ 
the colony. From all quarters, letters and addrefles 
were ſent to him, conjuring him to ſtand forth as 
their common protector, and offering to ſupport 


him in the attempt with their lives and fortunes. 


Gonzalo, though inferior in talents to his other 
brothers, was equally ambitious, and of courage 


no leſs daring. The behaviour of an ungrateful 


court towards his brothers and himſelf, dwelt con- 
tinually on his mind, Ferdinand a ſtate priſoner | 
in Europe, the children of the governor in cuſto- 
dy of the viceroy, and ſent aboard his fleet, him- 
{elf reduced to the condition of a private citizen 
in a country, for the diſcovery and conqueſt of 


uhich Spain was indebted to his family. Theſe 
thoughts prompted him to ſeek for vengeance, 
and to aſiert the rights of his ſamily, of which he 


now conſidered himſelf as the guardian and the | 


heir. But as no Spaniard can eaſily ſurmount that 
. for his ſovereign which is interwoven 


in his frame, the idea of marching in arms againit 
the royal ſtandard filled him with horror. He 
heſitated long, and was ſtill unreſolved, when the 


violence of the viceroy, the univerſal call of his 


countrymen, and the certainty of becoming ſoon 
a victim himſelf to the ſeverity of the new laws, 
moved him to quit his reſidence at Chiquiſaca dela 
Plata, and repair toCuzco. All the inhabitants went 


ont to meet him, and received him with tranſports 
of joy, as the deliverer of the colony. In the fervour 


of their zeal, e elected him procurator general 


Qt 


lib 
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of the late regulations. They authoriſed him to 
lay their remonſtrances before the royal audience 


in Lima, and upon pretext of danger from the 


Indians, authoriſed him to march thither in arms. 
Under ſanction of this nomination Pizarro took 


ſeſſion of the royal treaſure, appointed officers, 


levied ſoldiers, ſeized a large train of artillery 


which Vaca de Caſtro had depoſited in Guaman- 

ga, and ſet out for Lima, as if he had been ad- 
vancing againſt a public enemy. Diſaffection 
having now aſſumed a regular form, and being 


United under a chief of ſuch a diſtinguithed 
name, many perſons of note reſorted to his ſtan- 
dard; and a conſiderable part of the troops raiſed _ 
| by the viceroy to oppole his progreſs, deſerted to 


him in a body k. 


BrTrORE Pizarro reached Lima, a revolution Difſentions 
had happened there, which encouraged him to the vices 


e 
of the Spaniſh nation in Peru, to ſolicit the repealB O O K 


VI. 


1544. 


roy and 


proceed with almoſt a certainty of ſucceſs. The court of au- 
violence of the viceroy's adminiſtration was notes. 


more formidable to the Spaniards of Peru than his 
overbearing haughtineſs was odious to his aſſoci- 


ates, the judges of the royal audience. During 


their voyage from Spain, ſome ſymptoms of cold- 


neſs began to appear f. But as ſoon as they en- 


tered upon the exerciſe of their reſpective offices, 


both parties were ſo much exaſperated by frequent 


conteſts, ariſing from interference of juriſdiction 


and contrariety of opinion, that their mutual diſ- 


guſt ſoon grew into open enmity. The judges 
thwarted the viceroy in every meaſure, ſet at li- 


berty priſoners whom he had confined, juſtified 
the malcontents, and applauded their remon- 


ſtrances. At a time when both departments of 
5 . government 


--*.Zarate, lib; v. e. 1. Gomara, e. 156,157. Vega, P. 11. 


lib. iy. c. 4—12. Fernandez, lib. 1. c. 12—17. Herrera, dec. 
7. lib. vii. c. 18, &c; lib. viii. c. 15. + Gomara, c. 171. 
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The viceroy val 


impriſoned. 


Sept. 18. 


Views of 


Pizarro. 
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BOOK government ſhould have united againft the ap- 
VI. proaching enemy, they were contending with each 
other for ſuperiority. The judges at length pre- 
railed. The viceroy, univerſally odious, and a- 
bandoned even by his own guards, was feized in 
his palace, and carried to a deſert iſland on the 
coaſt, to be kept there until he could be ſent 
home to Spain. 


Tur judges, in conſequence of this, having aſ- 
ſumed the ſupreme direction of affairs into their 
own hands, iſſued a proclamation ſuſpending the 
execution of the obnoxious laws, and ſent a meſ- 
ſage to Pizarro, requiring him, as they had already 
granted whatever he could requeſt, to diſmiſs his 
troops, and to repair to Lima with fifteen or twenty 
attendants. They could hardly expect that a man 
ſo daring and ambitious would tamely comply with 
this requiſition. It was made, probably, with no | 
ſuch intention, but only to throw a decent vell over 
their own conduct ; for Cepeda, the preſident of 
the court of audience, a pragmatical and aſpiring 
lawyer, ſeems to have held a ſecret correſpondence 
with Pizarro, and had already formed the plan, 
which he afterwards executed, of devoting himſelf 
The impriſonment of the viceroy, 
the uſurpation of the judges, together with the 
univerſal confuſion and anarchy conſequent upon 
events ſo ſingular and unexpected, opened new 
and vaſt proſpects to Pizarro. He now beheld the 
ſupreme power within his reach. 
want courage to puſh on towards the object which 
fortune preſented to his view. Carvajal, the 
prompter of his reſolutions, and guide of all his 
actions, had long fixed his eye upon it as the on- 
ly end at which Pizarro ought to aim. Inftead of 
the inferior function of procurator for the Spanith | 
ſettlements in Peru, he openly demanded to be 
governor and captain general of the who 


to his ſervice. 


Nor did he 


= 
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vince, and required the court of audience to grant B O OK 
him a commiſſion to that effect. At the head of VI. 
twelve hundred men, within a mile of Lima, where Ya 
there was neither leader nor army to oppoſe him, TEE 
ſuch a requeſt carried with it the authority of a com- 
mand. But the judges, either from unwillingneſs | | 
torelinquiſh power, or from a deſire of preſerving — 0 
ſome attention to appearances, heſitated, or ſeemed {3 
to heſitate, about complying. Carvajal, impatient ye anumes 
of delay, and impetuous in all his operations, march-'be vat 
ed into the city by night, ſeized ſeveral officers of. 
diſtinction obnoxious to Pizarro, and hanged them 


without the formality of a trial. Next morning the | i; 
court of audience iſſued a commiſſion in the empe- 1 
ror's name, appointing Pizarro governor of Peru, pp 


with full powers, civil as well as military, and he en- 
tered the town that day with extraordinary pomp, 
to take poſſeſſion of his new dignity x. 


Bur amidſt the diſorder and turbulence that ac- 08. 28. 
companied this total diſſolution of the frame of go- ef, , 
vernment, the minds of men, ſet looſe from the or- liberty. 

dinary reſtraints of law and authority, acted with 
ſuch capricious regularity, that events no leſs ex- 

traordinary than unexpected followed in a rapid 
ſucceſſion. Pizarro had ſcarcely begun to exerciſe 

the new powers with which he was inveſted, when 

he beheld formidable enemies riſe upto oppoſe him. 

The viceroy having been put on board a veſſel by 

the judges of the audience, in order that he might 

be carried to Spain under cuſtody of Juan Al- 

varez, one of their own number; as ſoon as they 

were out at fea, Alvarez, either touched with re- 

morſe or moved by fear, fell at the feet of his pri- 

loner, declared him from that moment to be 


free, 
and 
29M * Zarate, lib. . 8— 10. Vega, pP. 11. lib. iv. C. 1 3— 


lg. Gomara, c. 159—163. Fernandez, lib. i. c. 18—25 
Herrera, dec. 7. lib. vis. c. 1029, 
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1544. 


roy. Several perſons of note, to whom the con- 


uſurpers, and puniſhed every appearance of diſ- 


forces began to aſſume the appearance of what 


1545. 


Pizarro 


marches a- 


gainſt him. 


formidable. As he was maſter of the public reve- 


the cruelty and oppreſſion of Pizarro's lieutenant- 
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and that he himſelf, and every perſon in the ſhip, 
would obey him as the legal repreſentative of 
their ſovereign. Nugnez Vela ordered them to 
ſteer to Tumbez, and landing there, erected the 
royal ſtandard, and reſumed his functions of vice- 


tagion of the ſeditious ſpirit which reigned at Cuz- 
co and Lima had not reached, inſtantly avowed 
their reſolution to ſupport his authority *. The 
violence of Pizarro's government, who obſerved | 
every individual with the timid jealouſy natural to 


affection with rigour, ſoon augmented the number 
of his adherents, as it forced ſome leading men in 
the colony to fly to him for refuge. While he 

was gathering fuch ſtrength at Tumbez, that his 


was conſidered as an army in America, Diego 
Centeno, a bold and active officer, exaſperated by | 


governor in the province of Charcas, formed a 
conſpiracy againſt his life, cut him off, and de- 
clared for the viceroy f. „ 


PIZ AR RO, though alarmed with thoſe appear- 
ances of hoſtility in the oppoſite extremes of the 
empire, was not diſconcerted. He prepared to al- 
ſert the authority to which he had attained, with 
the ſpirit and conduct of an officer accuſtomed to 
command, and marched directly againſt the vice. 
roy as the enemy who was neareſt as well as mot 


nues in Peru, and moſt of the military men were 1 
attached to his family, his troops were fo nume- } 
rous, that the viceroy, unable to face them, e. 

| treated 


| 9 N | | 1 * il : 1 

* Zarate, lib. v. c. 9. Gomara, c. 165. Fernandez, lib. l. 
c. 23. Herrera, dec. 7. liv. viii. c. 15. I Zarate, 2. | 
v. c. 18. Gomara, c. 169. Herrera, dec. 7. hb. ix. e. 27. 
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treated towards Quito. Pizarro followed him, and B O O K 


in that long march, through a wild mountainous VI. 


country, both ſuffered hardſhips and encountered 
difficulties, which no troops but thoſe accuſtomed 
to ſerve in America, could have endured or ſur- 


mounted *. The viceroy had ſcarcely reached 


Quito, when the van-guard of Pizarro's forces ap- 
peared, led by Carvajal, who, though near four- 
ſcorce, was as hardy and active as any young ſol- 
dier under his command. Nugnez Vela inſtantly 


abandoned a town incapable of defence, and with 


a rapidity more reſembling a flight than a retreat, 
marched into the province of Popayan. Pizarro 


continued to purſue, but finding it impoſſible to 


overtake him, returned to Quito. From thence 


he diſpatched Carvajal to oppoſe Centeno, who 


was growing formidable in the ſouthern provinces 


of the empire, and he himſelf remained there to 


make head againſt the viceroy f. 


By his own activity, and the aſſiſtance of Be-The vices) 
nalcazar, Nugnez Vela ſoon aſſembled four hun-“ 
dred men in Popayan. As he retained, amidit 


| all his difaſters, the ſame elevation of mind, and 

the ſame high ſenſe of his own dignity, he reject- 
ed with diſdain the advice of ſome of his fol- 
lowers, who urged him to make overtures of ac- 
commodation to Pizarro, declaring that it was 
only by the ſword that a conteſt with rebels could 


ber, and ſtill more on the diſcipline and valour of 


battle was fierce and bloody, both parties fighting 


* See NOTE XLIV. + Zarate, lib. v. c. 16, 16—24. 
Gomara, c. 167. Vega, p. 11. lib. iv. C. 25-28.  Fernan- 
dez, lib. 1. c. 34.40. Herrera, dec. 7. lib. viii. c. 16. 2027. 


Ike men who knew that the poſſeſſion of a great 
% e TM 


1545. 


be decided. With this intention he marched back 1546. 
to Quito. Pizarro, rely ing on the ſuperior num 


his troops, advanced reſolutely to meet him. The 8 
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BOOK empire, the fate of their leaders, and their own 


VI. 


1546. 


Pizarro ad Ar TER this decifive victory, Pizarro and his | 
viled o ag followers remained for ſome time at Quito, and | 


future fortune, depended upon the iſſue of that 
day. But Pizarro's veterans puſhed forward with 
ſuch regular and well-directed force, that they 
ſoon began to make impreſſion on their enemies. 
The viceroy, by extraordinary exertions, in 
which the abilities of a commander and the cou- 
rage of a ſoldier were equally diſplayed, held vic- 
tory for ſome time in ſuſpenſe. At length he fell, 
ierced with many wounds, and the rout of his 
followers became general. They were hotly pur- 
ſued. His head was cut off, and placed on the 


public gibbet in Quito, which Pizarro entered in | 
triumph. The troops aſſembled by Centeno were 


diſperſed ſoon after by Carvajal, and he himſelf 
compelled to fly to the mountains, where he re- 
mained for ſeveral months concealed in a cave. 
Every perſon in Pern, from the frontiers of Po- 
payan to thoſe of Chili, ſubmitted to Pizarro; 


and by his fleet, under Pedro de Hinojoſa, he had 
not only the unrivalled command of the South- |} 


Sea, but had taken Vene of Panama, and 


placed a garriſon in Nombre de Dios, on the op- 

poſite ſide of the iſthmus, Which rendered him 
maſter of the uſual avenue of communication be- 

tween Spain and Peru *. . 


ſume the ſo- 


vereignty of during the firſt tranſports of their exultation, they | 
ran into every exceſs of licentions indulgence, | 
with the riotous ſpirit uſual among low adven- | 


Peru. 


turers upon extraordinary ſucceſs. But, amidli 


this diſſipation, their chief and his confidents wete | 
obliged to turn their thoughts ſometimes to what | 
| „„ Was 


| * Zarate, lib. v. c. 31, 32. Gomara, c. 170. Vega, p.11. | 
lib. ir. c. 33, 34. Fernandez, lib. i. c. 51—54. Herr | 
dec. 7. lib. x. c. 12. 1922, dec. 8. lib. i. c. 1-3. enz. | 


; lib. ili. 8 LS, 
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was ſerious, and deliberated with much ſolicitude B O OK 
concerning the part that he ought now to take. VI. 


Carvajal, no leſs bold and deciſive in counſel than 
in the field, had from the beginning warned Pi- 
zarro, that in the career on which he was entering, 
it was in vain to think of holding a middle courſe ; 
that he muſt either boldly aim at all, or attempt 


poſſeſſion of the government of Peru, he inculcat- 
ed the ſame maxim with greater earneſtneſs. 
Upon receiving an account of the victory at Quito, 
he remonſtrated with him in a tone ſtill more pe- 


remptory. * You have uſurped (ſaid he, in a let- 


ter written to Pizarro on that occaſion) the ſu- 


| nothing. From the time that Pizarro obtained | 


1546. 


preme power in this country, in contempt of the 


emperor's commiſſion to another. You have 


marched, in hoſtile array, againſt the royal ſtand- 


ard; you have attacked the repreſentative of your 
ſovereign in the field, have defeated him, and cut 
2 Think not that ever a monarch will 


| of his head. 
forgive ſuch inſults on his dignity, or that any re- 
| conciliation with him can be cordial or ſincere. 
Depend no longer on the precarious favour of 


| country, to the dominion of which your family 
| has a title founded on the rights both of diſco- 


every Spaniard in Peru of any conſequence invio- 
| ably to your intereſt by liberal grants of lands and 


Nor is it to your countrymen only that you ought 
to attend ; endeavour to gain the natives. By 
marrying the Coya, or daughter of the Sun next in 

DE . fuUccs:- 


another. Aſſume yourſelf the ſovereignty over a 
very and conqueſt. It is in your power to attach 


of Indians, or by inſtituting ranks of nobility, 
| of creating titles of honour ſimilar to thoſe which 
| are courted with ſo much eagerneſs in Europe 
By eſtabliſhing orders of knighthocd, with pri- 
vileges and diſtinctions reſembling thoſe in Spain, 
jou may beſtow a gratification upon the ofticers itt 
your ſervice, ſuited to the ideas of military men. 


2 TIDES 


| Spain. 
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B O O Kſucceſſion to the crown, you will induce the In- 


VI. dians, out of veneration for the blood of their an- 


cient princes, to unite with the Spaniards in ſup- 
port of your authority. Thus, at the head of the 
rincipal Inhabitants of Peru, as well as of the 
new ſeitlers there, you may ſet at defiance the 
power of Spain, and repel with eaſe any feeble 
force which it can ſend at ſuch a diſtance.” Ce- 


1546 


peda, the lawyer, who was now Pizarro's confi- 


dential counſellor, warmly ſeconded Carvajal's ex- 
| hortations, and employed whatever learning he 
_ poſſeſſed in demonſtrating, that all the founders 
of great monarchies had been raiſed to pre-emi- 
nence, not by the antiquity of their lineage, or 
the validity of their rights, but by their own en- 
terprifing valour and perſonal merit *. 


But chuſes PIZ AR Ro liſtened attentively to both, and could 
to negociate 


„ich the not conceal the ſatisfaction with which he contem- 


court of plated the object that they preſented to his view. 
But happily for the tranquillity of the world, few 
men poſſeſs that ſuperior ſtrength of mind, and 
extent of abilities, which are capable of forming 
and executing ſuch daring ſchemes, as cannot be 
accompliſhed without overturning the eſtabliſhed 
order of ſociety, and violating thoſe maxims of 
duty which men are accuſtomed to hold ſacred. 
The mediocrity of Pizarro's talents circumſcribed 
tis ambition within more narrow limits. Inftead 
of aſpiring at independent power, he confined 


his views to the obtaining from the court of Spain 
a confirmation of the authority which he now. 


poſſeſſed ; and for that purpoſe, he ſent an officer 
of diſtinction thither, to give ſuch a repreſenta- 
tion of his conduct, and of the ſtate of the coun- 

Pe nn eee ry, 


* Vega, p. 11. lib. iv. c. 40. Fernandez, lib. i. c. 34. hb 


Ii. c. 13.49. Herrera, dec. 8, lib. ii. e. 16. 
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try, as might induce the emperor and his mi-BOOK  " 
niſters, either from inclination or from necetfity, VI 3 
to continue him in his Projent ſtation, . dl 

WuriLE Pizarro was deliberating with reſpectconfultati- -- 
to the part which he ſhould take, conſultations" ef the 
were held in Spain, with no leſs ſolicitude, e ern oy 
cerning the meaſures which ought to be purſued | 
in order to re-eſtabliſh the emperor's authority 
in Peru. Though unacquainted with the laſt ex- 
cefles of outrage to which the malcontents had 
proceeded there, the court had received an ac- 
count of the inſurrection againſt the viceroy, of 
his impriſonment, and the uſurpation of the go- 
vernment by Pizarro. A revolution fo alarming, 
called for an immediate interpoſition of the em 
peror's abilities and authority. But as he was 
fully occupied at that time in Germany, in con- 
ducting the war againſt the famous league of 
Smalkalde, one of the moſt intereſting and ar- 
duous enterpriſes in his reign, the care of provid- 
ing a remedy for the diſorders in Peru devolved 
upon his ſon Philip, and the counſellors whom 
Charles had appointed to aſſiſt him in the govern- 
ment of Spain during his abſence. At firſt view, _ 
the actions of Pizarro and his adherents appeared 
ſo repugnant to the duty of ſubjects towards their 
ſovereign, that the greater part of the miniſters 
inſiſted on declaring them inſtantly to be guilty 
of rebellion, and on proceeding to puniſh them 
with exemplary rigour. But when the fervour 
| of their zeal and indignation began to abate, in- 
numerable obſtacles to the execution of this mea- 
WH fire preſented themſelves. The veteran bands 
ff infantry, the ſtrength and glory of the Spa- 
„ich armies, were then employed in Germany. 

| Spain, exhauſted of men and money by a long 

, {ries of wars, in which ſhe had been involved by 


the 
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BOOK the reſtleſs ambition of two ſucceſſive monarchs, 
VI. could not eaſily equip an armament of ſufficient 

T force to reduce Pizarro. To tranſport any re- 
154˙ ſpectable body of troops to a country ſo remote as 
Peru, appeared almoſt impoſſible. While Pizar- 

ro continued maſter of the South-Sea, the direct 

route by Nombre de Dios and Panama was im- 
practicable. An attempt to march to Quito by 


land through the new kingdom of Granada, and 
the province of Popayan, acroſs regions of vaſt 
extent, deſolate, unhealthy, or inhabited by fierce 
and hoſtile tribes, would be attended with unſur- 
mountable danger and hard{hips. The paſlage 
to the South-Sea by the Straits of Magellan wos 
{o tedious, ſo uncertain, and ſo little known in 


| that age, that no confidence could be placed in 


any effort carried on in a courſe of navigation fo 
remote and precarious. Nothing then remained 


but to relinquiſh the ſyſtem which the ardour of 


their loyalty had firſt ſuggeſted, and to attempt 
by lenient meaſures what could not be effected 
by force. It was manifeſt from Pizarro's ſolici- 


tude to repreſent his conduct in a favourable light 
to the emperor, that, notwithſtanding the exceſſcs 


of which he had been guilty, he ſtill retained ſen- 


timents of veneration for his ſovereign. By a 
ſuch conceſſions as ſhould diſcover a ſpirit of mo- 
deration and forbearance in government, he might 
be yet reclaimed, or the ideas of loyalty natural 
to Spaniards might ſo far revive among his fol- 


Towers, that they would no longer lend their aid 


to uphold his uſurped authority. 


Sales ap- THE ſucceſs, however, of this negociation, no 
3 leſs delicate than it was important, depended en- 


Peru as pre-tirely on the abilities and addreſs of the perſon to 
ident, 


with much attention the comparative merit of 


varlous 


proper application to theſe, together with ſome 


whom it ſhould be committed. After weighins WM 
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various perſons, the Spaniſh miniſters fixed withBOOK 


unanimity of choice, upon Pedro de la Gaſca, a 


prieſt in no higher ſtation than that of Sunſeler 


to the inquiſition. Though in no public office, 
he had been occaſionally employed by govern- 


ment in affairs of truſt and conſequence, and had 


conducted them with no leſs ſkill than ſucceſs; 


diſplaying a gentle and infinuating temper, he” 


companied with much firmneſs ; probity, ſupe- 
' rior to any feeling of private intereſt ; and a cau- 


_ tions circumſpection in concerting meaſures, fol- 
© lowed by ſuch vigour in executing them, as is 


rarely found in alliance with the other. Theſe 


qualities marked him out for the function to 
which he was deftined. The emperor, to whom 
Gaſca was not unknown, warmly approved of the 


VI. 


1545. 


3 choice, and communicated it to him in a letter, 


containing expreſſions of good-will and confi- 


dence, no leſs honourable to the prince who 
wrote, than to the ſubject who received it. Gaſ- 


ca, notwithſtanding his advanced age and feeble. 
conſtitution, and though, from the apprehen ſions 


natural to a man, who, during the courſe of his 


life, had never been out of his own country, he 


dreaded the effects of a long voyage, and of an 
unhealthy climate *, did not heſitate a moment 
about complying with the will of his ſovereign. 


In order to ſhew that it was from this principle nit me 
| alone that he acted, he refuted a biſhopric which 


was offered to him, in order that he might bear a 


More dignified character ; he would accept of no 


higher title than that of preſident of the court of 


audience in Lima; and declared that he would 


receive no ſalary on account of his diſcharging the 


duties of that office. All he required was, that 
the expence of ſupporting his family ſhould be 


defray ed of the . and as he was to go like 


a minitter 
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BOOK a miniſter of peace with his gown and breviary, 
VI. and without any retinue but a few domeſtics, this 


— would not load the revenue with any enormous 


546. burden &. 


The powers BUT while he diſcovered ſuch diſintereſted mo- 


de hn. deration with reſpect to whatever related perſon- 


to his ſovereign for new inſtructions on every 


emergence; and as the whole ſucceſs of his ne- 
gociations muſt depend upon the confidence 


which the people with whom he had to treat 


could place in the extent of his powers, that he 
ought to be inveſted with unlimited authority, 
that his juriſdiction mult reach to all perſons and 


to all cauſes ; that he muſt be empowered to par- 


don, to puniſh, or to reward, as circumſtances 


and the behaviour of different men might require ; 


that, in caſe of reſiſtance from the malcontents, 
he might be authoriſed to reduce them to obe- 
dience by force of arms, to levy troops for that 


_ purpoſe, and to call for aſſiſtance from the go- 
vernors of all the Spaniſh ſettlements in America. 
Theſe powers, though manifeſtly conducive to 
the great objects of his miſſion, appeared to the 


Spaniſh miniſters to be inalienable prerogatives 
of royalty, which ought not to be delegated to a 


ſubject, and they refuſed to grant them. But the 
emperor's views were more enlarged. As from 
the nature of his employment, Gaſca muſt be en- 
truſted with diſcretionary power in ſeveral points, 


and all his efforts might prove ineffectual if he was 
as | ON, eircum- 


. * Zarate, lib. vi. c. 6. Gomara, c. 174. Fernandez, lib. 
1. c. 14—16. Vega, p. 11. lib. v. g. 1. Herrera, dec. 8. 


lib. . c. 4. &c. 


ally to himſelf, he demanded his official powers i. | 
a very different tone. He inſiſted, as he was to 

be employed in a country ſo remote from the ſeat 
of government, where he could not have recourſe 
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circumſcribed in any one particular, Charles ſcru- B O OK 


_ pled not to inveſt him with authority to the full 
extent that he demanded. Highly ſatisfied with 
this freſh proof of his maſter's confidence, Gaſca 
haſtened his departure, and without either money 
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or troops, | {et out to quell : a a formidable rebellion *. May 26. 


ON his arrival at Nombre de 8 he found July 27. 


Hi 
Hernan Mexia, an officer of note, poſted there t 


by order of Pizarro, with a conſiderable body of 


men, to oppoſe the landing of any hoſtile forces. 


is arrival 


Panama. 


But Gaſca appeared in ſuch pacific guiſe, with a 


train ſo little formidable, and with a title of no ſuch 


dignity as to excite terror, that he was received 
with much reſpe&t. From Nombre de Dios he 
advanced to Panama, and met with a ſimilar re- 
ception from Hinojoſa, whom Pizarro had en- 


truſted with the government of that town, and 


the command of his fleet ſtationed there. In 


both places he held the ſame language, declaring 
| thathe was ſent by their ſovereign as a meſſenger 


of peace, not as a miniſter of vengeance , that 
he came to redreſs all their grievances, to revoke 
the laws which had excited alarm, to pardon paſt 


| offences, and to re-eſtabliſh order and juſtice in 


| the government of Peru. His mild deportment, 
the ſimplicity of his manners, the ſanctity of his 
profeſſion, and a winning appearance of candour, 


| gained credit to his declarations. The veneration 
due to a perſon clothed with legal authority, and 


acting in virtue of a royal commiſſion, began to 
revive among men accuſtomed for ſome time to 


nothing more reſpectable than an uſurped juriſdic- 


tion. Hinojoſa, Mexia, and ſeveral other of- 


| ficers of diſtinction, to each of whom Gaſca ap- 


plied ſeparately, were gained over to his intereſt. 
and 


# Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 16—18, 


—— 
; . 
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BOOK and waited only for ſome decent occaſion of de- 
FVI. claring openly 1 in his favour “. 
— 


1546. | | 3 
vielen pro- Tuls the violence of Pizarro ſoon afforded 


Paare of them. As ſoon as he heard of Gaſca's arrival at 
lz arro | | : | 1 7 
Panama, though he received at the ſame time an 
account of the nature of his commiſſion, and was 


informed that he offered to render every Spaniard 


in Peru eaſy concerning what was paſt, by an 


act of general oblivion; and ſecure with reſpe& 
to the future, by repealing the obnoxious laws; 
inſtead of accepting with gratitude his ſovereign 3 
gracious conceſſions, he was ſo much exaſperated 
on finding that he was not to be continued in 


his ſtation as governor of the country, that he 


; inſtantly reſolved to oppoſe the preſident's entry 
into Peru, and to prevent his exerciſing any ju- 
riſdiction there, To this deſperate reſolution he 
added another highly prepoſterous. He ſent a 


new deputation to Spain to juſtify this conduct, 
and to inſiſt, in name of all the communities in 


Peru, for a confirmation of the government to him 


ſelf during life, as the only means of preſerving 
tranquillity there. The perſons entruſted with 
this ſtrange commiſſion, intimated the intention 
of Pizarro to the preſident, and required him, in 


his name, to depart from Panama and return to 
Spain. They carried hkewiſe ſecret inſtructions 
to Hinojoſa, directing him to offer Gaſca a pre- 


ſent of fifty thouſand peſos, if he would comply 


voluntarily with what was demanded of him; and [ 


if he ſhould continue obſtinate, to cut him off 
either by aſſaſſination or poiſon . 


Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 21, &c. Zarate, lib. Fi. e. 65 7. 
Gomara, c. 175. Vega, p. 11. lib. v. c. 3. FT Zarate, 


1 1 lib. EP: 33" 34+ Herrera, dec. 8. |: 
x. c. 9, 10 
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Many circumſtances concurred in puſhing on BOOK 


Pizarro to thoſe wild meaſures. Having been VI. 


once accuſtomed to the pre-eminence of ſupreme © 
command, he could not bear the thoughts ofc 
deſcending to a private ſtation. Conſcious of hisbis fleet. 


own demerit, he ſuſpected that the emperor ſtu— 
died only to decerve him, and would never par- 


don the outrages which he had committed. His 
chief confidents, no leſs guilty, entertained the 


fame apprehenſions. The approach of Gaſca 


without any military force excited no terror. 


There were now above fix thouſand Spaniards 
ſettled in Peru *; and at the head of theſe he 


doubted not to maintain his own independence, 
if the court of Spain ſhould refuſe to grant what 
he required. But he knew not that a ſpirit of de- 
| fection had already begun to ſpread among thoſe 
| whom he truſted moſt. Hinojoſa, amazed at his 
precipitate reſolution, of ſetting himſelf in oppo- 
fition to the emperor's commiſſion, and diſdain- 


ing to be his inſtrument in executing the odi- 
ous crimes pointed out in his ſecret inſtructions, 


publicly recognized the preſident as his only lau- 
| ful ſuperior. The officers under his command did 
the ſame. Such was the contagious influence of 
the example, that it reached even the deputies 

who had been ſent from Peru; and at the time 


when Pizarro expected to hear either of Gaſca's 


return to Spain, or of his death, he received an 
| account of his being maſter of the fleet, of Pa- 


nama, and of the troops ſtationed there. 


 IrktTarED almoſt to madneſs by an eventPizurro :4- 

| fo unexpected, he openly prepared for war; and ehe an | 
in order to give ſome colour of juſtice to his | 

arms, he appointed the court of audience in Li- 


* Herrera, dec. 8. lib. iti. c. 1. 


546. 


aſca gaing 


1847 
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B *. 0 K ma to proceed to the trial of Gaſca, for the crimes 
of having ſeized his ſhips, ſeduced his officers, 
and prevented his deputies from proceeding on 
their voyage io Spain. Cepeda, though acting 
as a judge in virtue of the royal commitſion, did 
not {cruple to proſtitute the dignity of his function 
by finding Gaſca guilty of treaſon, and condemn- 
ing him to death on that account ®. Wild, and 
even ridiculous, as this proceeding was, it im- 
poſed on the low illiterate adventurers, with 
whom Peru was filled, by the ſemblance of a 
legal ſanction, warranting Pizarro to carry on 
hoſtilities againſt a convicted traitor. Soldiers ac- 
cordingly reſorted from every quarter to his ſtan- 
dard, and he was ſoon at the head of a thouſand 


men, the beſt e that had ever taken the 
8") in Peru. 


1547. 


Preparations | Gao a, on his part, peregiving that fnce muſt 
« Gai. he employed in order to accompliſh the purpoſe 
of his miſſion, was no leſs aſſiduous in collecting 
troops from Nicaragua, Carthagena, and other 
ſettlements on the continent ; and with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs, that he was ſoon in a condition to detach a 
ſquadron of his fleet with a conſiderable body of 
April. ſoldiers, to the coaſt of Peru. Their appearance 
excited a dreadful alarm ; and though they did 
not attempt for ſome time to make any deſcent, 
they did more effectual ſervice, by ſetting aſhore 
in different places, perſons who diſperſed copies 
of the act of general indemnity, and the revoca- 
tion of the late edicts; and who made known 
every where the pacific intentions, as well as mild 
temper of the preſident. The effect of ſpreading 
this information was wonderful. All who were 
diſſatisfied with Pizarro's violent dee 
| N 


* Yn lib. ii. c. 55, Vega, p. 11+ lib, v. c. 7 5 
Herrera, dec. 8. lib. iii. c 6. | | 
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all who retained any ſentiments of fidelity to their BOOK 40 
ſovereign, began to meditate revolt. Some open- VI. Wt 
ly deſerted a cauſe which they now deemed to be | AY 1 
unjuſt. Centeno, leaving the cave in which he lay inſurrecties 9 
concealed, aſſembled about fifty of his former aq-* Centeno; 
hereiits, and with this feeble half-armed band ad- 
vanced boidly to Cuzco. By a ſudden attack in 
the night-time, in which he diſplayed no leſs mili- 
tary ſkill than valour, he rendered himſelf maſter 
of that capital, though defended by a garriſon of 
five hundred men. Moſt of theſe having ranged 
themſelves under his banners, he had ſoon the 
command of a reſpectable body of troops “. 


e 


PI zZ AR RO, though aſtoniſhed at beholding one gam 
enemy approaching by ſea, and another by land, ase 82 
at a time when he truſted to the union of all Peru marches, 
in his favour, was of a ſpirit more undaunted, _ 
and more accuſtomed to the viciſſitudes of for- 
tune, than to be diſconcerted or appalled. As 
the danger from Centeno's operations was the 
moſt urgent, he inftantly ſet out to oppoſe him. 
Having provided horſes for all his ſoldiers, he 
_ marched with amazing rapidity. But every morn- | 
ing he found his force diminiſhed by numbers who 
had left him during the night; and though he be- 
| came ſuſpicious to exceſs, and puniſhed without 
| mercy all whom he ſuſpected, the rage of deſer- 
| tion was too violent to be checked. Before he 
got within fight of the enemy at Huarina, near 
the lake Titiaca, he could not muſter more than 
four hundred ſoldiers. But theſe he juſtly con- 
ſidered as men of tried attachment, on whom he 
might depend. They were indeed the boldeſt 
and moſt deſperate of his followers, conſcious 
like himſelf of crimes for which they could hardly 
„ e expect 


* Zarate, lib. vi. c. 13—16. Gomara, c. 180, 181. Fer- 
nandez, lib. il. C. 28. 64, Kc. | 4 
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B O O K expect forgiveneſs, and without any hope but in 


VI. 


47. 
October 20. 


and defeats 


min Peru. 


the ſucceſs of their arms. With theſe he did not 


heſitate to attack Centeno's troops, though double 
to his own in number. The royaliſts did not de- 
cline the combst. It was the moſt obſtinate and 


bloody that had hitherto been fought in Peru. At 


length the intrepid valour of Pizarro, and the ſu- 


_ periority of Carvajal's military talents, triumphed _ 
over numbers, and obtained a complete victory, 
The booty was immenſe *, and the treatment of 


the vanquiſhed cruel. By this ſignal ſucceſs the 


reputation of Pizarro was re-eſtabliſhed, and be- : 


ing now deemed invincible in the field, his army 
increaſed daily in number 7. „„ 


Bur events happened in other parts of Peru, 
which more than counterballanced the ſplendid 


victory at Huarina. Pizarro had ſcarcely left Li- 


ma, when the citizens, weary of his oppreflive 
dominion, erected the royal ſtandard, and Alda- 
th na, with a detackment of ſoldiers from the fleet, 
Gaſca lands took poſſeſſion of the town. About the ſame 
time IJ, the preſident landed at Tumbez with five 


hundred men. Encouraged by his preſence, eve- 


ry ſettlement in the low country declared for the 
king. The ſituation of the two parties was now | 
perfectly reverſed ; Cuzco and the adjacent pro- 
vinces were poſſeſſed by Pizarro; all the reſt of 
the empire, from Quito ſouthward, acknowledg- 
ed the juriſdiction of Gaſca. As his numbers 
augmented faſt, Gaſca advanced into the interior 


part of the country. His behaviour ſtill conti- 
nued to be gentle and unaſſuming; he expreſſed, 


on every occaſion, his ardent wiſh of terminating 


the conteſt without bloodſhed. More ſolicitous to 
reclam 


* See NOTE XLYV. 
Gomara, c. 181. Vega, p. 11. lib. v. c. 18, &c. Fernandez, 
lib. ii. c. 79. Herrera, dec. 8. lib. iv. c. 1, 2. J Zarate, 
I. FI. S. 47. | I | 
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reclaim than to puniſh, he upbraided no man forBOOK 


paſt offences, but received them as a father re- 
ceives penitent children returning to a ſenſe of 
their duty. Though deſirous of peace, he did 
not ſlacken his preparations for war. He appoint- 
ed the general rendezvous of his troops in the 
fertile valley of Xauxa, on the road to Cuzco *. 
There he remained for: ſome months, not onl 

that he might have time to make another attempt 


towards an | accommodation with Pizarro, but that 


he might train his new ſoldiers to the uſe of arms 


255 


VI. 


1547. 


K 


tow ards 


Cuzco. 


and accuſtom them to the diſcipline of a camp, 
| before he led them againſt a body of victorious | 
veterans. Pizarro, intoxicated with the ſucceſs 


which had hitherto accompanied his arms, and 


cated with having again near a thouſand men un- 
der his command, refuſed to liſten to any terms, 


although Cepeda, together with ſeveral of his of- 


| ficers, and even Carvajal himſelf , gave it as 
their advice, to cloſe with the preſident” 8 offer of a 
general indemnity, and the revocation of the ob- 


noxious laws J. Gaſca having tried in vain every 


| expedient to avoid imbruing his hands in the blood 
of his countrymen, began to move towards Cuzcor Dec. 29. 


| at the head of lixteen hundred men. 


Plz AR RO, indent. of e ſuffered then Both parties 


royaliſts to paſs all the rivers that lie between wy = 


1548. 


Guamanga and Cuzco without oppoſition, and to 


advance within four leagues of that capital, flat- 
| tering himſeif that a defeat in ſuch a ſituation as 


rendered a retreat impracticable would at once 


| terminate the war. He then marched out to 


meet the enemy, and Carvajal choſe his ground, 
and made the diſpoſition of the troops with the 


April g. 


diſcerning eye, and profound knowledge in the 


Art 


* Zarate, lib. vii. c. 1. F ernandez, lib. ii. c. 77. 82. 
dee NOT E XLII. 1 13s. vil. c. 6, 
Vega, p. 11. Hb. v. c. 27. 
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art of war, conſpicuous in all his operations. As 
the two armies moved forward ſlowly to the 
charge, the appearance of each was ſingular. In 
that of Pizarro compoſed of men enriched with 
the ſpoils of the moſt opulent country in America, 


every officer, and almoſt all the private men were 


clothed in ituffs of Silk, or brocade, embroidered 


with gold and ſilver; and their horſes, their arms, 


their ſtandards, were adorned with all the pride 


of military pomp *. That of Gaſca, though not 


{o ſplendid, exhibited what was no leſs ſtriking, 


He himſelf, accompanied by the archbiſhop of 


Lima, the biſhops of Quito and Cuzco, and a great 
number of eccleſiaſtics, marching along the lines, 


ſolute diſcharge of their duty. 


bleſſing the men, and encouraging them to a re- 


Pizarro de- WHEN both were juſt ready to engage, Cepeda 
erden by Ns ſeat ſpurs to his horſe, galloped off, and ſurrender- 


troops, 


ed himſelf to the preſident. Garcilaſſo de la Ve- 


ga, and other officers of note, followed his exam- 
ple. The revolt of perſons in ſuch high rank 


ſtruck all with amazement. The mutual confi- 


dence on which the union and ſtrength of armies 
depend, ceafed at once. Diſtruſt and conſterna- 
tion ſpread from rank to rank. Some ſilentiy 
{ipped away, others threw down their arms, the | 
greateſt number went over to the royaliſts. Pi- | 


zarro, Carvajal, and ſome leaders, employed au- 


thority, threats, and intreaties to ſtop them, but | 


in vain.” In leſs than half an hour, a body of | 


men, which might have decided the fate of the | 


Peruvian empire, was totally ditperſed. Pizarro | 


ſeeing all irretrievably loſt, cried out in amaze- | 


ment to a few officers who {till faithfully ad- 
hered to him, © What remains for us to do?“ 


„Let us ruſh, replied one of them, upon the 
P » UP 


enemy's firmeſt battalion, and die like Romans.“ 
Dejected with ſuch a reverſe of fortune, he 
* Zarate, lib. vi. c. 11, ö 
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had not ſpirit to follow this ſoldierly counſel, and B O OE 
with a tameneſs diſgraceful to his former fame, he VI. 
ſurrendered to one of Gaſca's officers. Carvajal, 8 
endeavouring to eſcape, was overtaken and ſeized. takes? 


Sen, happy in this bloodleſs victory, did and put e | 
| not tain it with cruelty. Pizarro, Carvajal, and“ I 
| a ſmall number of the moſt diſtinguiſhed or noto- _ 
| rious offenders, were puniſhed capitally: Pizarro 
was beheaded on the day after he ſurrendered. 
He ſubmitted to his fate with a compoſed dignity, 
and ſeemed defirous to attone by repentance for 
the crimes which he had committed. The ed A 
of Carvajal was ſuitable to his life. On his trial 1 
he offered no defence. When the ſentence ad- ET 
judging him to be hanged was pronounced, he 
careleſsly replied, ** One can die but once.” Dur- 
ing the interval between the ſentence and execu- 
tion, he diſcovered no ſign either of remorſe for 
the paſt, or of ſolicitude about the future; ſcoff- 
ing at all who viſited him, in his uſual ſarcaſtic 
vein of mirth, with the ſame quickneſs of repar- 
tee and groſs pleaſantry as at any other period of 10 
his life. Cepeda, more criminal than either, 
ought to have ſhared the ſame fate; but the me- 
rit of having deſerted his aflociates at fuch a cri- 
tical moment, and with ſuch decifive effect, ſaved 
him from immediate puniſhment. He was ſent, 
however, as a priſoner to Spain, and died in con- 
VVV 5 
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In the minute detail which the contemporary — 
hiſtorians have given of the civil diſſenſions that ol 
taged in Peru, with little interruption, during ten 4 
years, many circumſtances occur fo ſtriking, and 

You; 1: -- ne > which 


_ * Zarate, lib. vii. c. 6. 7. 8. Gomara, c. 185, 186. Vega, 
„br. lib. v. c. 30, &c. Fernandez, lib. ii. s. 86, & c. Her- 
10 ra, dec. 8. lib. iv. c. 14, Ke. 
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z OO K which indicate ſuch an uncommon ſtate of man- 
VI. ners, as to merit particular attention. 
Ren — 


1545. THou GH the Spaniards who fert invaded Pe- 


No merce- 


nary ſoidiers TU Were of the loweſt order in ſociety, and the 


in thecivil greater part of thoſe who afterwards Joined them 


mw were perſons of deſperate fortune, yet in all the 


bodies of troops brought into the field by the dif- 
' ferent leaders who contended for ſuperiority, not 
one man atted as a hired ſoldier, that follows his 
ſtandard for pay: Every adventurer in Peru con- 
ſidered himſelf as a conqueror, entitled, by his ſer- 
vices, to an eſtabliſhment in that country which 
had been acquired by his valour. In the conteſts 
between the rival chiefs, each choſe his fide as he 
was directed by his own judgment or affections. 
He joined his commander as a companion of his 
| fortune, and diſdained to degrade himſelf by re- 
ceiving the wages of a mercenary. It was to 
their ſwords, not to pre-eminence in office, or no- 
bility of birth, that moſt of the leaders whom 
they followed were indebted for their elevation; 
and each of their adherents hoped, by the ſame 
means to open a way for himſelf to the poſſeſſion 
of power and wealth *; 


Armies in- By T though the troops in Peru ſerved without 
pane al any regular pay, they were raiſed at immenſe ex- 
pence. Among mien accuſtomed to divide the 
ſpolls of an opulent country, the deſire of ob- 
taining wealth acquired incredible force. The ar- 
dour of purſuit augmented in proportion to the 
hope of ſucceſs, Where all were intent on the 
fame object, and under the dominion of the ſame 


paſſion, there was but one mode of gaining men 


or of ſecuring their attachment. Officers of name | 


and influence, beſides the promiſe of future cita- 


bliſhments, received in 2 hand large gratuities from 
| | e 


* Vega, p. 11. lib, iv. c. 38. 41. 
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zarro, in order to raiſe a thouſand men, advanc- 
ed five hundred thouſand peſos *. Gaſca expend- 


ed on the troops which he led againſt Pizarro nine 


hundred thouſand peſos f. The diſtribution of | 


property, beſtowed as the reward of ſucceſs, was 
{till more exorbitant. 


rity to the uſurped juriſdiction of Pizarro, received 


| a grant of lands which yielded an annual income 
| ofa hundred and fifty thouſand peſos J. Hino- 


joſa, who, by his early defection from Pizarro, | 
and ſurrender of the fleet to Gaſca, decided the 


fate of Peru, obtained a diſtri&t of country af- 
fording two hundred thouſand peſos of yearly 
value d. While ſuch rewards were dealt out to 


the principal officers, with more than royal muni- 


| ficence, proportional ſhares were conterred n 
| thoſe of inferior rank. 


Svcn ar apid change of fortune produced its its na-Their beine 
It gave birth to new wants, and fen 85 


ury. 


tural effects. 


new defires. Veterans long accuſtomed to hard- 
ſhip and toil, acquired of a ſudden a taſte for py 


fuſe and mnconfiderate diſſipation, and indulged : 


in all the exceſſes of military licentiouſneſs. Phe 


riot of low debauchery occupied ſome; a reliſh 


for expenſive luxuries ſpread among others ||. 


The meaneſt ſoldier in Peru would have thought 


himſelf degraded by marching on foot, and at a 


time when the prices of horſes in that country 


were exorbitant, each inſiſted on being furniſhed 


| vith one before he would take the field. But 
| "ang 


3 


F Zarate, lib. vii. c. 10. Herrera, dec. 8. lid. v. c. 7. 
1 Gomara, c. 164. 


$ Vega, p. 11. lib. vi. © . 
1 Herrera, dec. 5. lib. il. c. 3. dec. 8. lib. vill. c. 10, 
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the chief with whom they engaged. Gonzalo Pi- O OE 


VI. 


1548. 


Cepeda, as the recompence And im- 
of his perfidy and addreſs, in perſuading the court we 


of royal audience to give the ſanction of its autho-aivi 


nſe re- 
ards to ins 


duals. 
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BOO K though leſs patient under the fatigue and hard- 
— ſnips of ſervice, they were ready to face danger 


2548. 


Ferocicy 
with which 
their con- 
teſl were 
rar i ied on. 


and death with as much intrepidity as ever, and 


animated by the hope of new rewards, they never 


failed, on the day of battle, to diſplay all their 


ancient valour. | 

 ToctrTarR with their courage, they retained | 
all tile ferocity by which they were originally diſ- 
tinguiſhed. Civil difeord never raged with a more 


fell ſpirit than among the Spaniards in Peru. To 
all the paſſions which uſually envenom conteſts 


among conntrymen, avarice was added, and ren- 


dered their enmity more rancorous. Fagerneſs to 


jeize the valuable forfeitures expected upon the 
death of every opponent, ſhut the door againſt 
mercy. To be wealthy was of itſelf ſufficient to 


expoſe a man to accuſation, or to ſubject him to 
puniſhment. On the flighteſt ſuſpicions, Pizarro 


condemned many of the moft oputent inhabitants 


in Peru to death. Carvajal, without ſearching for 


any pretext to juſtify his cruelty, cut off many 
more. The number of thoſe who fuffered by the 
| hand of the executioner, was not much inferior to 


End want 
of faith. 


what fell in the field “; and the greater part was 


condemned without the formality of any legal 
trial. : Eno 


Tx violence with which the contending par- 
ties treated their opponents was not accompanied 
with its uſual attendants, attachment and fidelity to 
thoſe with whom they acted. The ties of honour 
which are held ſacred among ſoldiers, and the prin- 


ciple of integrity, interwoven as thoroughly in 


the Spanith character as in that of any nation, 


ſeem to have been equally forgotten. Even re- 
gard for decency, and the ſenſe of ſhame, were 


totally 
ee NOTE XLVI. - 
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the party which he had originally eſpouſed, betray | 
the aſſociates with whom he had united, and vio- 


late the engagements under which he had come. 
The viceroy Nugnez Vela, was ruined by the 
| treachery of Cepeda and the other judges of e 
| royal audience, who were bound by the duties of 
| their function to have ſupported his authority . 
The chief adviſers and companions of Gonzalo 
Pizarro's revolt, were the firſt to forſake him, and 
| ſubmit to his enemies. His fleet was given up to 
| Gafſca, by the man whom he had ſingled out a- 
| mong his officers to entruſt with that important 
command. On the day that was to decide his 
fate, an army of veterans, in ſight of the enemy, 
| threw down their arms without ſtriking a blow, 
and deſerted a leader who had often conducted 
them to victory. Inſtances of ſuch general and 
| avowed contempt of the principles and obligati- 
ons which attach man to man, and bind them to- 
gether in ſocial union, rarely occur in hiſtory, It 
is only where men are far removed from the ſeat 
of government, where the reſtraints of law and 
order are little felt, where the proſpect of gain is 


unbounded, and immenſe wealth may cover the 


crimes by which it is acquired, that we can find 
any parallel to the levity, the rapaciouſneſs, the 
| perfidy and corruption prevalent among: the Spa- 
* mards in Peru. 


Ox the FRE of Pizarro, the malcontents in o.g. 
every corner of Peru laid down their arms, and ployment 


ployment 


tranquillity ſeemed to be perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. for hit fol- 


261 
totally loſt. During their diſſenſions, there was B 9 9 K 
hardly a Spaniard in Peru who did not abandon 


= 


But two very intereſting objects ſtill remain ed 0 


eccupy the preſident's attention. The one was 
to find immediately ſuch emplo; y ment for a multi- 


tude of turbulent and daring adventurers with 
W hich 
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BOOK which the country was filled, as might prevent 
VI. them from exciting new commotions. The other 
to beſtow proper gratifications upon thoſe to whoſe 
loyalty and valour he was indebted for his ſucceſs. 
The former of theſe was in ſome meaſure accom- 
pliſhed, by appointing Pedro de Valdivia to pro- 
ſecute the conqueſt of Chili ; and by empower- 
ing Diego Centeno to undertake the diſcovery of 
the vaſt regions bordering on the river de la Plata. 
The reputation of thoſe leaders, and the hopes of 
bettering their condition in a new country, allur- 
ing many of the moſt indigent and deſperate fol- 
diers to follow their ſtandards, drained off no in- 
_ conſiderable portion of that mutinous inflammable 
ſpirit which Gaſca dreaded. 


7940 


His diviſion Tus latter was an affair of greater difficul ty, | 
== and to be adjuſted with a more attentive and deli- | 
kis follow. cate hand. The repartimientos, or allotments of 
Mt lands and Indians which fell to be diſtributed, 
in conſequence of the death or forfeiture of the 
former poſſeſſors, exceeded two millions of peſos. 
of yearly rent *. Gaſca, when now abſolute mat- 
ter of this immenſe property, retained the fame | 
diſintereſted ſentiments which he had originally 
profeſſed, and refuſed to reſerve the imalleſt Por- 
tion of it for himſelf. But the number of claim- 
_ ants wes great; and whillt the vanity or avarice 
of every individual fixed the value of his own 
ſervices, and eſtimated the recompence which he 
thought due to him, the pretenſions of each were | 
ſo extravagant, that it was impoſſible to ſatisfy al! 
Gaſca liſtened to them one by one, with the mol! 
patient attention, and that he might have leiſure to. 
weigh the comparative merit of their ſeveral claims 
with accuracy, he retired, with the archbiſhop ot 
Lima and a ſingle ſecret tary, to a village twelve 
leag a 


* Vega, p. 11, lib. vi. 6. 4. 
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jn allotting to each a diſtrict of lands and number VI. 


of Indians, in proportion to his idea of their paſt 
ſervices, and future importance. But that he 


might get beyond the reach of the fierce ſtorm of 


clamour and rage, which he foreſaw would burſt 
cout on the publication of his decree, notwithſtand- 
ing the impartial equity with which he had framed 


it, he ſet out for Lima, leaving the inſtrument of 


partition ſealed up, with orders not to open it for 
ſome days after his departure. 


Tux indignation excited by publiſhing the de- 
cree of partition was not leſs than Gaſca had ex- 
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1548. 


Aug. 24. 
The diſcon- 
tent it occa- 


pected. Vanity, avarice, emulation, envy, ſhame, ſion- 


rage, and all the other paſſions that moſt vehe- 
mently agitate the minds of men when both their 


| Honour and their intereſt are deeply affected, con- 
Jpired in adding to its violence. It broke out 


with all the fury of military inſolence. Calumny, 


partiality, and of injuſtice. Among ſoldiers prompt 
to action, ſuch ſeditious diſcourſe would have been 


ſoon followed by deeds no leſs violent, and they 


already began to turn their eyes towards ſome diſ- 


contented leaders, expecting them to ſtand forth 
in redreſs of their wrongs. By ſome vigorous in- 


terpoſitions of government, a timely check was 
| given to this mutinous ſpirit, and the danger of 
| another civil war was averted for the preſent *, 


| threats, and curſes were poured out openly upon 
* the preſident. He was accuſed of ingratitude, of 


 Gasc a, however, perceiving that the flame was 1549. 
ſuppreſſed rather than extinguiſhed, laboured withFe&et ge, 
the utmoſt aſſiduity to ſoothe the malcontents, by and govern- 


beſtow- en, 


* Zarate, lib. vii. c. 9. | Gomara, c. 187. Vega, p. 11. 


lib. vii. c. 1, &c. Fernandez, p. 11. lib. i. c. 1. &, Her- 


rera, dec. 8. lib. iv. c. 17, & c. 


2864 
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1549. 
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beſtowing large gratuities on ſome, by promiſing 
repartimientos, when they fell vacant, to others, 
and by careſſing and flattering all. But that the 

ublic ſecurity might reſt on a foundation more 
ſtaple than their good affection, he endeavoured 


to ſtrengthen the hands of his ſucceſſors in office, 
by re-eſtabliſhing the regular adminiſtration of 
juſtice in every part of the empire. He introduc- 


ed order and ſimplicity into the mode of collecting 
the royal revenue. He iſſued regulations concern- 
ing the treatment of the Indians, well calculated 
to protect them from oppreſſion, and to provide 


for their inſtruction in the principles of religion, 
without depriving the Spaniards of the benefit ac- 


cruing from their labour. Having now accom- 


pliſhed every object of his miſſion, Gaſca, long- 


Peb. 1. 


. ® 
for Spain narchy and turbulence of the four laſt years, there 


for Spain, 


ing to return again to a private ſtation, commit- 
1830. 


ted the government of Peru to the court of audi- 
ence, and ſet out for Spain. As, during the a- 


had been no remittance made of the royal revenue, 
he carried with him thirteen hundred thouſand pe- 


ſos of public money, which the economy and 


order of his adminiſtration enabled him to ſave, 


after paying all the expences of the war. 


His recepti- HE was received in his native country with uni- 


bn there, 


verſal admiration of his abilities, and of his 
virtue. Both. were, indeed, highly conſpicuous. 


Without army, or fleet, or public funds; with 


a train ſo ſimple, that only three thouſand ducats 
were expended in equipping him *, he ſet out to 


oppoſe a formidable rebellion. By his addreſs 


and talents he ſupplied all thoſe defects, and 
ſeemed to create inſtruments for executing his de- 
ſigns. He acquired ſuch a naval force, as gave 


him the command of the ſea. He raiſed a body 


of men able to cope with the veteran bands which 
„ Save 
# Fernandes, lib. it. c. 18. 
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gave law to Peru. He vanquiſhed their leader, onB O O K 
E whoſearms victory had hitherto attended, and in 5 
| place of anarchy and uſurpation, he eſtabliſhed YO 

the government of laws, and the authority of 
the rightful ſovereign. But the praiſe beſtowed 


on his abilities was exceeded by that which his vir- 
tue merited. After reſiding in a country where 


wealth preſented allurements which had ſeduced. 
| every perſon who had hitherto poſſeſſed power 
there, he returned from that trying ſtation with 

integrity not only untainted but unſuſpected. Af- 
ter diſtributing among his countrymen poſſeſſions 
ol greater extent and value than had ever been 
in the diſpoſal of a ſubject in any age or nation, 
he himſelf remained in his original ſtate of pover- 

ty; and at the very time, when he brought ſuch 
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VI. 


1550. 


a large recruit to the royal treaſury, he was obliged 


N to apply by petition for a ſmall ſum to diſcharge 
ſome petty debts which he had contracted during 
| the courſe of his ſervice *. Charles was not in- 


ſenſible to ſuch diſintereſted merit. Gaſca was re- 


| ceived by him with the moſt diſtinguiſhed marks 
| of eſteem, and being promoted to the biſhopric 
| of Palencia, he paſſed the remainder of his days 
in the tranquillity of retirement, reſpected by his 
_ honoured by his ſovereign, and beloved 
by all. N . N 


NorwITHSTAN DIN d all Gaſca's wiſe regula- 


tions, the tranquillity of Peru was not of long con- 
tinuance. In a country, where the authority of 
government was almoſt forgotten during the long 


prevalence of anarchy and miſ-rule, where there 


were diſappointed leaders ripe for revolt, and fſe- 
ditious ſoldiers ready to follow them, it was not 
| difficult to kindle combuſtion. Several ſucceſſive 
| Inſurrections deſolated the country for ſome years. 


But as thoſe, though fierce, were only tranſient 


* MS. penes me. 
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BOOK ſtorms, excited rather by the ambition and tur- 
VI. bulence of particular men, than by gencial or 
7 Public motives, tlc detail of them is not the ob- 
53% ſect of this hiſtory. Theſe commotions in Peru, 
like every thing of extreme violence, either in the 
natural or political body, were not of long dura- 
tion, and by carrying off the corrupted humours 
which had given riſe to the diſorders, they contri- 
buted in the end to ſtrengthen the ſociety which 
at firſt they threatened to deftroy. During their 
| Herce conteſts, ſeveral of the firſt invaders of Peru, 
and many of thoſe licentious adventurers whom 
the fame of their ſucceſs had allured thither, fel} 
by each other's hands. Each of the parties, as 
they alternately prevailed in the ſtruggle, cleared 
the country of a greater number, by executing, 
proſcribing, or baniſhing their opponents. Men 
[ec enterpriſing and deſperate, and more accuſ- 
tomed to move in the path of ſober and peaceable 
induftry, ſettled in Peru; and the royal authority 
was gradually eſtabliſhed as firmly there as in the 
d ether Spaniſh colonies, „ Ok 


* * — — ene 
— — p 7—.—— . AIP FU ORGY POR 


A: 8 the conuelt of the two great empires at; BOOK 


Mexico and Peru forms the moſt ſplendid and in- VII. 


tereſting period in the hiſtory of America, a view 


of their political inſtitutions, and a deſcription of 
| their national manners, will exhibit the human 
KM ſpecies to the contemplation of mteurgent obſer- 
vers in a very ſingular ſtage of its progreſs *. 


W HEN compared with other parts of the New, ME ac 
World, Mexico and Pern may be conſidered as peru yrs : 
poliſhed ſtates. Inſtead of ſmall, independent, der bat“ 


other parts 


hoſtile tribes, ſtruggling for ſubſiſtence amidſtoſ america, 
woods and marſhes, ſtrangers to induſtry and 
arts, unacquainted with ſubordination, and al- 
| moſt without the appearance of regular govern- 
ment, we find countries of great extent ſub- 
| jected to the dominion of one ſovereign, the in- 
habitants collected together in | cities, the wiſdom 

and 


* See NO T-E-XLN HE 
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BOOK and foreſight of rulers employed in providing for 

VII. the maintenance and ſecurity of the people, the 

empire of laws in ſome meaſure eſtabliſhed, the 
authority of religion recognized, many of the arts 
eſſential to life brought to ſome degree of matu- 
rity, and the dawn of ſuch as are ornamental be- 
ginning to appear. ns ug 


Their infe- Bur if the compariſons be made with the peo- 
ny. Ple of the ancient continent, the inferiority of 
of the an- America in improvement will be conſpicuous, and 
dnenn neither the Mexicans nor Peruvians will be en- 

- titled to rank with thoſe nations which merit the 
name of civilized. They, like the rude tribes 
around them, were totally unacquainted with 

the uſeful metals, and the progreſs which they 
had made in extending their dominion over the 
animal creation was inconſiderable. The Mexi- 
cans had gone no farther than to tame and rear 
turkeys, ducks, a ſpecies of ſmall dogs, and rab- 
bits. By this feeble eſſay of ingenuity, the 
means of ſubſiſtence were rendered ſomewhat 
more plentiful and ſecure, than when men de- 
pend ſolely on hunting; but they had no idea of 
attempting to ſubdue the more robuſt animals, or 
of deriving any aid from their miniſtry in carry- 
ing on works of labour. The Peruvians ſeem 
to have neglected the inferior animals, and had 
not rendered any of them domeſtic except the 
duck ; but they were more fortunate in taming the 
Llama, an animal peculiar to their country, in 
form reſembling a camel, and of a ſize ſomewhat 
larger than a ſheep. Under the protection of 
man, this ſpecies multiplied greatly. Its wool 
furniſhed the Peruvians with clothing, its fleth 
with food. It was even employed as a beaſt of 
burden, and carried a moderate load with much 
| 3 Patience 
Herrera, dec, 11. lib. vii. c. 12. 
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patience and docility &. It was never uſed for BOOK 
draught ; and the breed being confined to the VII. 
mountainous country, its ſervice, if we may ns 
by incidents that occur in the early Spaniſh writers, 
was not very extenſive among the Peruvians in 
their original ſtate. F 


Ix tracing the line by which nations proceed 
towards civility, the diſcovery of the uſeful me- 
tals, and the acquiſition of dominion over the 
animal creation, have been marked as ſteps of | 
capital importance in their progreſs. In our con- Wi 
tinent, ſociety continued in that ſtate which is lit 
denominated barbarous, long after men had at- 
tained both. Even with all that command over 
nature which theſe confer, many ages elapſe, be- 5 1 
fore induſtry becomes ſo perfect as to render ſub- 40 
ſiſtence ſecure, before the arts that ſupply the | 
| wants and furniſh the accommodations of life are 
invented, and before any idea is conceived of the 
| various inſtitutions requiſite in a well-ordered fo- 
ciety. The Mexicans and Peruvians, without 


| Knowledge of the uſe of metals, or the aid of 5 
domeſtic animals, laboured under difadvantages 9 
| which muſt have greatly retarded their progreſs, ö 

and in their higheſt ſtate of improvement, their j 


power was ſo limited, and their operations ſo fee- 
| ble, that they can hardly be conſidered as having 
| advanced beyond the infancy of civil life, _ 


 AprrTxx this general obſervation concerning the view of the 
moſt ſingular and diſtinguiſhed circumſtance in aui 

the ſlate of both the great empires in America, If each. 

ſhall endeavour to give ſuch a view of the conſtitu- 

tion and interior police of each, as may enable us to 

aſcertain their place in the political ſcale, to allot 

them their proper ſtation between the rude tribes 

in the New World, and the polithed ſtates of the 

da . 8 ancient, 
Vega, p. 1. lib. viii. c. 16. Zarate, lib. i. c. 14. 
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BOOK ancient, and to determine how far they had riſen 


ebe 


| Inperſeft 


above the former, as well as how mueh they fell 
below the latter. 


Mzx1co wes firſt ſubjected to the Spaniſh 


information Crown. But our acquaintance with its laws and 


concerning 


thole of 
Mexico. 


manners is not, from that d cumſtance, more 
complete. What I have remarked concerning 
the defective and inaccurate information on which 
we muſt rely, with reſpect to the condition and 
cuſtoms of the ſavage tribes in America, may be 


applied likewiſe to our knowledge of the Mexican 
empire. Cortes, and the rapacious adventurers 
who accompanied him, had not leiſure or capacity 
to enrich either civil or natural hiſtory with new 
_ obſervations. They undertook their expedition in 


queſt of one object, and ſeem hardly to have 


turned their eyes towards any other. Or, if 
during ſome ſhort interval of tranquillity, when 
the occupations of war ceaſed, and the ardour of 
plunder was ſuſpended, the inſtitutions and man- 
ners of the people whom they had invaded drew 
their attention, the inquiries of illiterate ſoldiers 


were conducted with ſo little ſagacity and preci- 


tion, that the accounts given by them of the po- 
ly and order eſtabliſhed in the Mexican mo- 
narchy are ſupeificial, confuſed and inexplicable. 
It is rather from incidents which they relate occa- | 


ſionally, than from their own deductions and re- 


marks, that we are enabled to form ſome idea of 


the genius and manners of that people. The ob- 
ſcurity in which the ignorance of its conquerors 


involved the annals of Mexico, was bo! rg ih 


by the ſuperſtition of thoſe who ſucceeded them. 
As the memory of pait events was preſerr ed 
among the Mexicans by figures painted on ſkins, 
on cotton cloth, or on the bark of trees, the early 


miiſonaries, unable to comprehend their mean- 


ing, and ſtruck with their uncouth forms, con- 
ceived 


| fi 


ccnhverſion of the Indians. In obedience to an V 
| dict iſſued by Juan de Zummaraga, a Franciſcan 
monk, the firſt biſhop of Mexico, all thoſe records 


| of the ancient Mexican ſtory were collected and 


committed to the flames. In conſequence of this 
fanatical zeal of the monks who firſt viſited New 
Spain, and which their ſucceſſors ſoon began to 
lament, whatever knowledge of remote events 
| ſuch rude monuments contained was entirely loſt, 
and no information remained concerning the an- 
| cient revolutions and policy of the empire, but 
what was derived from tradition, or from ſome 
fragments of their hiſtorical paintings that eſ- 
caped the barbarous reſearches of Zummaraga *. . 
From the experience of all nations it is manifeſt, 
that the memory of paſt tranſactions can neither 
be long preſerved, nor be tranſmitted with any 
fidelity by tradition. The Mexican paintings, 
| which are ſuppoſed to have ſerved as annals of 
| their empire, are few in number, and of ambi- 
| guous meaning. Thus amidſt the uncertainly of 
| the former, and the obſcurity of the latter, we 
| muſt glean what intelligence can be collected from 
| theſcanty materials ſcattered in the Spaniſh writers. 


| AccorDpiNG to the account of the Mexicans Originof the | 


Me x1ican 


| themſelves, their empire was not of long dura- 
tion. Their country, as they relate, was origi- 
| nally poſſeſſed, rather than peopled, by ſmall in- 
dependent tribes, whoſe mode of life and man- 
ners reſembled thoſe of the rudeſt ſavages which 
| Ve have deſcribed. But about a period corre- 

| iponding to the beginning of the tenth century in 

| the Chriſtian era, ſeveral tribes moved in ſucceſſive 
| Migrations from unknown regions towards the 

| mo. „ north 
> * Acoſta, lib. yi. c. 7. Torquem. Proem. lib. ii. lib, iti. c. 6. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 271 
Ceived them to be monuments of idolatry which B O OK 
ought to be deſtroyed, in order to facilitate the VII. 


monarch 7 
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B O O K north and north-weſt, and ſettled in different pro- 

VII. vinces of Anabac, the ancient name of New Spain. 
—— Theſe, more civilized than the original inhabi- 


| If, on one hand, we ſuppoſe the Mexican 1tate 10 
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tants, began to form them to the arts of ſocial life. 
At length, towards the commencement of the 
thirteenth century, the Mexicans, a people more 


' poliſhed than any of the former, advanced from 


the border of the Californian gulf, and took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the plains adjacent to a great lake near 


the centre of the country. After reſiding there 
about fifty years, they founded a town, ſince 


diſtinguiſhed by the name of Mexico, which from 
humble beginnings ſoon grew to be the moſt con- 
ſiderable city in the New World. The Mexicans, 
long after they were eſtabliſhed in their new poſ- 
ſeſhons, continued, like other martial tribes in 


America, unacquainted with regal dominion, and 
were governed in peace and conducted in war by 
ſuch as were entitled to pre-eminence by their 


wiſdom or their valour. But among them, as in 


other ſtates whoſe power and territories become 
_ extenſive, the ſupreme authority centered at laſt 


in a ſingle perſon , and when the Spaniards under 


Cortes invaded their country, Montezuma was the 
ninth monarch in order who had ſwayed the Mexi- 


can ſceptre, not by hereditary right, but by 


election. 


Wee SUCH. Is the traditional tale of the Mexicans 
concerning the progreſs of their own empire. Ac- 
_ cording to this, its duration was very ſhort. From 


the firſt migration of their parent tribe, they can 
reckon little more than three hundred years. From 


the eſtabliſhment of monarchical government not 


above a hundred and thirty years, according to 
one account *, or a hundred and ninety-feven, 
according to another computation &, had elapled. 


e have 
* Acoſt. Hiſt. lib. vii. ce. 8, & c. 
T Purchas Pilgr. iii. p. 1068, &c. 
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have been of higher antiquity, and to have ſub-BOOK 4 
ſiſted during ſuch a length of time as the Spa- II. nt 
niſh accounts of its civili-ation would naturally WOO | 
lead us to conclude, it is difficult to CONCEIV - how, 
among a people who poſſeſſed the art of recording 

events by pictures, and who conſidered it as an 

eſſential part of their national education, to teach 

their children to re P at the hiſtorical tongs which 
celebrated the exploits of their anceſtors *, the 

knowledge of paſt tranſactions ſhould be io 

dender and limited. It, on the other hand, we. 
5 adopt t ther own ſyſtem with reſpect to the anti⸗ 
quitics of their nation, it is no leſs difficult to ac- | 
count either for that improved ſtate of ſociety, or 
for the extenſive dominion to which their empire 
had attained, when firſt viſited by the Spaniards. 
The infancy of nations is ſo long, and, even when 
cvery circumſtance is favourable to their progreſs, | 
they advance ſo flowly towards any maturity of 
ſtrength or policy, that the recent origin of the 
Mexicans ſeem to be a ſtrong preſumption of * 
2ggeration, in the ſplendid detcriptions Which have 
been given of their government and manners. 


Bur it is not by 1 theory or conjectures that hiſ- pg; by 
tory decides, with regard to the ſtats or character which 
prove their j 
of natiotis. It produces f acts as the foundation of progefs in 1 
every judgment Winch it ventures to pronounce. eiviliag⸗ Ws 
In collecting loſe which mult regulate our opinion 5 BE i 
| in the preſent nqury, fome occur that ſuggeſt an 4 
| id-a of conſiderable” progre 8 in civi lization in the 
Mexican empire, and others which ſeem to indi- 
| cate that it had adva ned but little . the ſa- 
age tribes around it. Both ſhall be exhibited to 
tie view of the reader, that, from comparing 
them, he may determine on w. hich fide the evi- 
| dence preponderatcs. i 


Tur right of private proper ty was perf. My 5 
underſtood, and eſtabliſhed in its full extent. of property 1 
1 „ 
Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 18. 


. 
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BOOK Among ſeveral ſavage tribes, we have ſeen, that 
VI. the idea of a title to the ſeparate and excluſive 
e poſſeſſion of any object was hardly known , and 
that among all it was extremely limited and ill- 
defined. But in Mexico, where agriculture and 
Induſtry had made ſome progreſs, the diſtinction 
between real and moveable poſſeſſions, between 
property in land and property in goods, had taken 
place. Both might be transferred from one per- 
fon to another by ſale or barter ; both might de- 
ſcend by inheritance. Every perſon who could 
be denominated a freeman had property in land. 
This, however they held by various tenures. 
Some poſſeſſed it in full right, and it deſcended to 
their heirs. The title of others to their lands 
was derived from the office or dignity which | 
they enjoyed; and when deprived of the latter, 
they loſt poſſeſſion of the former. Both theſe 
modes of occupying land were deemed noble, 
and peculiar to citizens of the higheſt claſs. The 
tenure by which the great body of the people 
held their property, was very different. In every 
diſtrict a certain quantity of land was meaſured 
out, in proportion to the number of families, 
This was cultivated by the joint labour of the 
whole; its produce was depoſited in a common 
ſtorehouſe; and divided among them according to 
their reſpeQtive exigencies. he members of the 
. Cipullee, or affocietions. could not alienate, their 
ſhare of the common eſtate ; it was an indiviſible 
permanent property, deſtined for the ſupport o 
their families &. In coni-quence of this diſtribution 
of the territory of ihe ſtate, every man had an inte- 
reſt in its welfare, and the happineſs of the indivi- 
dual was connected with the publ:: ſecurity. 


The num- Tur number and greatneſs of the cities in the 
ber and * „ | 2 Ld reiki Te 
greatneſs of Mexican empirè is one of the moſt !iriking c 
thelr Cities, 9 e | | 2 circum- 
* Herrer?, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 15. Torquem. Mon. Ind. lib. 
xiv. c. 7. Corita, MS. 
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cumſtances. that diſt inguiſh. it from thoſe nations BOOK 
in America which we have already deſcribed. 
While ſociety continues in a rude flate, the wants 
of men are ſo few, and they ſtand ſo little in need 
of mutual aſſiſtance, that their inducements to 
crowd together are extremely feeble. Their in- 
duſtry at the ſame time is fo imperfect, that it can- 
not ſecure ſubſiſtence for any conſiderable number 
of families ſettled in one ſpot. They live diſperſed, 


at this period from choice as well as from n<cellity, 


or at the utmoſt aſſemble in ſinall hamlets on the 
bank of the river which ſupplies them with 
food, or on the border of ſome plain left open by 
nature, or cleared by their own labour. The 
Spaniards, accuſtomed to this mode of habitation 
among all the ſavage tribes with phage ben were 
then acquainted, were aſtoniſhed, entering 
New Spain, to find the natives chang in towns | 
of ſuch extent as reſembled thoſe of Europe, In 
the firſt fervour of their admiration, ther com- 


pared Zempoalla, though a town only of the ſe- 
cond or third ſize, * cities of greateſt note in 


their own country. When, afterwards, they vi- 


ſited in ſucceſſion Tlaſcala, Cholula, Tacuba, Te- 


zeuco, and Mexico elf, their amazement in- 
creaſed ſo much, that it led them to convey 
ideas of their magnitude and populouſneſs 3 


dering on whit is incredible. Bren where ther 
Is le {ure for obſervation, and no intereſt that lake 


Ss to deceive, conjectural efticnate s of the number of 


people in cities are extremely looſe, and uſually 
much exaggerated. It is not ſurprizing, then, 

that Cortes and his companions, litt'e accuſtomed 
to ſuch computations, and powerfully tempted to 


magnify, in order to exalt the merit of their 
own diſcoveries and conqueſts, ſhould have been 
betrayed into this common error, and have raiſed 
their deſcriptions conſiderably above truth. For 


his reaſon, ſome conſiderable abatement ought to 


T2 255 be 
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| tation of 
Proto flions. 


maſter of them all, to gratify every demand of 
his own limited defires. The ſavage can form 
his bow, point his arrows, rear his hut, and hollow 


portion as refinement ipreads, the diſtinction of 


conſiderable progreſs in the aris of ſocial life * 


more ſkilful than his own. Time muſt have: aug- 
mented the wants of men, and ripened their inge- 
nuity, before the productions of art become fo 


more numerous and minute ſubdiviſions. Among 
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BOOK be made ſrom their cal ulation of the number 


of inhabitants in the Mexican cities, and we may 
x the ſtandard of their populati:: N much lower 
tian they have done; but it 1 they will appear 
to be cities of ſuch conſequence, as are not to be 
fo nd but among pec ple who tave made ſome 


Tur ſcparation of proſeſſions among the Mexi- 
Cans is a ſymptom of improvement no leſs re- 
markable. Arts, in the ca:ly ages of ſociety, are 
ſo few and ſo fi 'ple, that e:ck man is ſufficiently | 


his canoe, without calling in the aid of any hand 


complicated in their f ructure, or fo curious in their 
fabric, that a particular courſe of education i: 
requiſite towards forming the artificer to expert- 
nets in contrivance and wormanſhip. In pro- 


profeſſions increaſes, and they branch out into 
the M-xicans, this {epar: tion of the arts neceſſary 


in life had taken place to a conſiderable extent. 
The functions of the meſon, the weaver, the gold- 


ſſmith, the painter, ana of ſeveral oth-r crafts, were | 
carried on by different perſons. Each was regu- 1 
arly inſtructed in his calling. To i alone his in- l 
duſtry was confined ; and by aſſiduous applica tion { 
to ne object, tc gether with the perfevering pati- ; 


ENCE pe culiar to Americans, their. artizans attained | 


to a degree of neatneſs and perfection in wo 1k far 


Ley end what could have been Expeeted i {rom the 
rude 


gee NOTE XLIX. 
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rude tools w hich they employed. Their various BOOK 
productions were broug!:t into commerce; and by 3 
the exchange of them in the ſtated markets F 
in the cities their mutual wants were ſupplied &, in 
ſuch orderly intercourſe as CHATACTCLIZES an im prov- 


ed ſtate of ſociety. 


Tre diſtinction of ranks ſtabl ſhed in the The u 
Mexican empire is the next circum” ance that's "Surya eg) 
rits attent on. In ſurveying the ſavige tribes of 
America, we obſerved, that conſe ruſh s of equ- 
lity, and impatience of ſubordinat ion, are 5 85 
ments natural to man in the infenzy of civil life 
During peace, the authority cf a ſcperior is ha ral 
felt among them, and even in war it is but little 
8 acknowledged. Sire ng ls to the idea of property, 
tlie difference in condition teſulting from it is un- 
known. Birth or titles cenfer no Pre-eminence; 
it is only by perſonal merit and accom piiſt: ments 
that it can be acquired. The form of fociety was 
very different among the M-xicans. The great 
body of the people were in a meſt humiliating 


Lat tik s; 


| 7 
ae Aeg, early re{<mbied in condition 
theſe paaſants wh , under varicus denominations, 
were e red, during tlie 5 ee -NCC of the fen- 
dal ſyſtem; as inſtru gents of labour attached to 
the foil. i The Ma 048 could not change their 
place of reſidence without permiffion of tie ſupe- 
rior on whom they depend: J. They were con 
veyed, together with the lands on which they were 
ſeitled, from one proprietor to wnoth 7; and were 
bound to cu'tiv-t-> the ground, and 10 perform 
ſeveral kinds of ſ-rviÞ work f. Others were redu- 
ced to the loweſt form of ſubject on, that of do- 
meſtic ſervituce, and delt the utmoſt rigour of that 
wretched 


* Cortes Pe! at. ap. Ra uf, fi. 230, Ke. om Stone. 
e K 2dr wit e 
15, &c. 


F Herrera, dee. 3. lib. iv. c 17.  Corita, MS, 
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po 5 K Wretched ſtate. Their condition was held to be 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


{o vile, and their lives deemed to be of ſo little va- 
lue, that a perſon who killed one of thoſe ſlaves 


was not ſubjected to any puniſhment “x. Even 


thoſe conſidered as freemen were treated by their 
haughty lords as beings of an inferior ſpecies. 


The nobles poſſeſſed of ample territories, were di- 


vided into various claſſcs, to each of which peculiar 


titles of honour belonged. Some of theſe titles, 
like their lands, deſcended from father to fon in 


perpetual ſucceſſion. Others were annex<d to 
particular offices, or conferred during, life as marks 


of perſonal diſtinction T. The monarch, exalted 


above all, enjoyed extenſive power, and ſupreme 


dignity. Thus the diſtinaion of ranks was com. 
pletely eſtabliſhed, in a line of regular fubordina- 
tion, reaching from the higheſt to the loweſt mem- 
ber of the community. Fach of theſe knew what 
he could claim, and what he owed. The people, 
who were not allowed to wear a dreſs of the ſame 


faſhion, or to dwell in houſes of a form fimilar tc 


thoſe of the nobles, accoſted them with the moſt 


ſubmiſſive reverence. In the preſence of their 


ſovereign, they durſt not lift their eyes from the 


ground, or look him in the face 1. The nobles 
themſelves, when admitted to an audience of their 
ſovereign, entered bare-footed, in mean garments. 


and, as his ſlaves, paid him homage approaching 
to adoration. This reſpect due from inferiors 10 
thoſe above them in rank, was eſtabliſhed with 


ſuch ceremonious accuracy, that it incorporated 


with their language, and influenced its genius and 
idiom. The Mevican tonguz abounded in expreſ- 


ſions of reverence and courteſy. Fhe- ſtile and 


appellations, uſed in the intercourſe between 


equals, would have been fo unbecoming in the 


mouth 
* Herrera, dec. 3. HD 19 2:Y: þ 8 dec. 3. 
lib. iv. c. 15. Corita, AMS. t Herrera, dec. 3. lib. il. 


C. 14. 
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mouth of one in a lower ſphere, when he accoſted BOOK 
a perſon in higher rank, as to be deemed an in- Vit 


ſult k. It is only in ſocieties, winch time and the ng | 


_ inſtitution of regular government have moulded 
into form, that we find ſuch an orderly arrange 
me:t of men into different ranks, and ſuch nice 
attention paid to their various rights. 


Tur ſpirit of the Mexicans thus familiarized Their poli 
and bended to ſubordination, was prepared for ſub- 5 
mitting to monarchi:al government. But the de- 
ſcriptions of their policy and laws, by the Spaniards 
who overturned them, are ſo inaccurate and con- 
tradictory, that it is diflicult to delineate the form 
of their conſtitution with any preciſion. Some- 
times they repreſent the monarch of Mexico as 
abſolute, deciding according to their pleaſure, with 
reſpect to every operation of the ſtate. On other 
occaſions, we diſcover the traces of eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms and laws, framed in order to circumſeribe 
the power of the crown, and we meet with rights 
and privileges of the nobles which ſeem to be « op- 
poſed as barriers againſt its encroachments. This 
appearance of inconſiltency has ariſen from inat- 
tention to the innovations of Montezuma upon 
the Mexican policy. Flis aſpiring ambition fuß 
verted the ancient ſyſtem of government, and 
introduced a pure deſpotiſm. He diſregarded their 
_ laws, violated their privileges, and reduced his 
ſubjects of every order to the level of ſlaves f. 
The chiefs or nobles of the firſt rank, ſubmitted to 
the yoke with ſuch reluctance, that, fro om impati- 
ence to ſhake it off, and hope of recovering their 
original rights many of them courted the protect] on 
of Cortes, and e a foreign power againft their do- 
meſtic 
* See NOTE * + Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 14. 
Torquem. lib. ii. c. 69. . : 
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BOOK meſtic oppreſſor x. It is not then under the reign 
I. of Montezuma, but under thoſe of his predeceſ- 
"© {ors, that we can diſcover what was the original 
form and genius of Mexican policy. From the 
foundation of the monarchy to the election of 
Montezuma, it ſeems to have ſubſiſted with little 
veriction. That body of citizens, which may be 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of nobili ity, formed the 
chief and moſt reſpectable order in the ſtate. They 
were of various ranks, as has already been obſerved, 
and their honours were acquired and tranſmitted in 
different manners, Their number ſeems to hav 
been great, According to an author beende 
to examine with attention what he relates, there 
were in the Mexican empire thirty of this order, 
cach of whom had in his territories about a hun- 
dred thouſand people, and ſubordinateto theſe, there 
were about three thouſand nobles of a lower claſs ; 
The territorics belonging to the chiefs of Tezeucg 
and Tacuba, were hardly inferior in extent to 
thoſe of the Mexican monarch 1. Each of theſe 
Poſſeſſed complete territorial juriſdiction, and le- 
vied taxes from their own vaſſals. But ell fol- 
lowed the ſtandard of Mexico in war, ſcrving with 
a number of men in proportion to their domain, 

and moſt of them paid tribute to its monarch as 

their ſuperior lord. 


In tracing thoſe great lines of the Mexica an con- 
ſtitution, an image of feudal policy in its molt 
rigid form riſcs to view, and we diſcern its three. 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics, a nobilty poſſeſſing 
almoſt independent authority, a people depreſſed 
into the loweſt ſtate of ſubjection, and a king en- 


truſted with the executive power of the ſtate. lis 


ſpirit | 
* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. v. c. 10, 11. Torgushh, lib. iy; 
e. 49. + Herrera, dec. 2. lib. viii. c. 12. Torque. 


lib. ii. c. 57. Coritas, MS. 
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ſpirit and principles ſeem to have operated i in the B O 0 K 


New World in the fame manner, as in the an- 

cient. The juriſdiction of the crown was ex- 
tremely lmited. All real and eff. tive authority 
was retained by ine Mexican nobles in their own 
hands, and the ſhadow of it only left to the king. 
Jealous to excels of their own his, they guard- 


ed with moſt vigilant a anxiety againſt the cneroach- 
ments of their lor creigus. By a fundamental law 


of the empire, it was provided, 1 that the king 


ſhould not determine concerning any point of ge. 


neral importance, without the approbation of a 
council compoſed of the prime nob! lity * Unlei 


he obtained their conſent he could not engage "he 


ge 
nation in war, nor could he diſpoſe of the moſt 
conſiderable branch of the kg revenue at plea- 

ſore, it was appropriated to certain purpotes from 


which it could not be Aiveſted by the regal au- 
thority T. In order to ſecure fall effect to thoſe 
conſtitutional reſtraints, the Mexican nobles did 
not permit their crown to deſcend by Inherits ince, 


but diſpoſed of it by election. The right of elec- 
tion ſeems to have been originally, veſted } in the 
Whole body of nobil; ty, but was afterwards commit 
ted to ſix clectors, of whom the chieſs of Perm 
co and Tacuba were always two. From reſpect 
for the family of their monarchs, the choice fell 
generally upon ſome perſon fprung from it. Bu: 
as the activity and valour of their prince wes of 


greater moment to a people perpetually engaged 


in war, than a ſtrict adherence to the order of 
birth, collaterals of mature age or ditinguiſhed 
merit were often preferred to thoſe who were 
nearer the throne in direct deſcent J. To this 


maxim, 


Herrera, dec. z. lib. ii. c. 19. Id. des. 3. lid. i 1 e, 
16. Corita, MS. ie © 7. 1 Acoſta, lib. 
V1.C. 24. Herrera, dec. 3. lib, ii. c. 135 C:r:ta, MS. 
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be indebted for uch a ſucceſſion of able and War- 
like princes, as raiſed their empire in a ſhort 
period to that extraoidinary height of power, 


Which it had attained when Cortes landed | in New 


Spain. 


Wulur the juriſdiction of the Mexican mo- 
narchs continued to be limited, it is probable that 


it was Xerciſed with little oſte entation. Bat as 


their authority became more extenſive, the ſplen- 


dour of their government augmented. It was in 
this laſt ſtate hat the Spanfards beheld it, and 


ſtruck with the appearance of Montezuma's court, 
they deſcribe its pomp at great length, and with 
much admiration. The nuinber of his attendants, 


the order, the ſilence, and the reverence with 
which they ſerved him; the vaſt extent of his 


Order of 
their go- 
vernment. 


royal manſion, the variety of its apartments al- 
lotted to different officers, and the oftentation 
with which his grandeur was diſplayed, when-_ 


ever he permitted his ſubjects to behold him, 


ſeem to reſemble the magniſicence of the ancient 
monarchies in Aſia, rather than the ſimplicity of 
the infant ſtates 1 in me New World. 


Bu r it was not in the mere parade of royalty, 
that the Mexican potentates exhibited their power, 
they manifeſted it more beneficially in the order 
and regularity with which they conducted the in- 
tzrnal adminiſtration and police of their dom!- 
nions. Complete juriſdiction, civil as well as 


criminal, over its own immediate __ Is, was 


veſted in the crown. Judges were ap joints d for 


each department, and if we may rely on the 


account which the Spaniſh writers give of the 
maxims and laws upon which they founded their 


deciſions with reſpect to the diſtribution of pro- 


Pert! i 
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adminiſtered in the Mexican empire, with a de- VII. 


gree of order and equity, reſembling what takes 
place in ſocieties highly civilized, | 


Tui attention in providing for the ſupport Proviſion 
of government was not leſs ſagacious. _ Faxes „ 
were laid upon land, upon the acquiſitions of in- 
duſtry, and upon commodities of every kind ex- 
poſed to ſale in the public markets. Theſe duties, 
though conſiderable, were not arbitrary, or un- 
equal. They were impoſed according to efta- 
bliſhed rules, and each knew what ſhare of the 
common burden he had to bear. As the uſe of 
money was unknown, all the taxes were paid in 
kind, and thus not only the natural productions of 
all the different provinces in the empire, but- 
every ſpecies of manufacture, and every work of 
ingenuity and art were collected in the public 
ftorehouſes. From thoſe the emperor ſupplied 
his numerous train of attendants in peace, and his 
armics during war, with food, with cioaths, and 
ornaments people of inferior condition, neither 
poſſeſſing land nor engaged in commerce, were 
bound to the perſormance of various ſervices. By 
their ſtated labour the crown lands were cultivated, 
public works were carried on, and the various 


houſes belonging to the emperor were built and 
kept in repair“. 


Tax improved ſtate of government among the Their po: 
Mexicans is conſpicuous not only in points eflen- es, 
tial to the being of a well-ordered ſociety, but 
in ſeveral regulations of inferior conſequence with 
reſpect to police. The inſtitution, which I have 


already men! toned, of public couriers, ſtationed 


at 
* Herrera, dec, 2. lib: vii. c. 13. dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 16. 17 


See NOTE LE 
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at Proper intervais to convey intelligence from 
ond part of t: e «rw pire to tie other, was a refine- 
ment in police not introduced into any kingdom 
of Europe at tht period. The ſtructure of the 
capital city in a lake, with art ficial dykes, and 
cauleways of greg length, which ſcrved as ave- 


nucs to it from dig reift quart: rs, erected in the 


water with no lis ingenwity than labour, ſeems to 


be en idea that ccud not have occurred to any 
but a civilized people. The ſame obſervation 
may be applied to the ſtructure of the aqueducts, 
or con:iuits, by which the, conveyed a ſtream of 
freſh water, from a cornſtderable di fiance, into the 


_city, along one o ine cauſeways *. The appoint- 
ment of a confiirable number of perſons to 
clean the ſtreete, to light them by fires kindled in 


Their arts. 


different places, and to \ patrole © s watchmen during 
the night |, diſcovers a degree ct attention which 
even poliſhed nations are late in acquiting. 


Tur progreſs of the Mexicans in various arts is 
confi red as the moſt deciſive proof. of their ſu- 
perior refinement. Cortes, and tie early Spe aniſh 
authors, deforibe this with rapture, al wg maintain, 
that the molt celebrated Europe an artiſts could 
not ſurpaſs cr, even equal them in ingenuity and 
neatneſs of workmanſhip. They repreſented 
men, enimals, and other objects, by ſuch a dil- 
poſition of various couloured feathers, as is ſaid 
to have pr duced all the effects of light and ſhade, 
and to have imitated nature with truth and de- 
licacy. Their ornaments of gold and filver have 
been def eribed to be of a fabric no leſs curi- 


cus. But in ſorming any idea ſrom general 


deſcriptions, concerning tne ſtate of arts among 


nations imperfectly poliſhed, we are extremely 


ready 


Se NOFE Sh +. Herrera, dec: 2. lib. viii. c. 4. 
Torribio, MS, 


. 


ready to crr. In examining the works of people 


arts of nations comnarati ey rude, we are alto- 


ſent to Charles V. the 8 curious productions 


the Spanlards when th ey fi t pillaged the em- 


works with fleathers, in imitation of painting, be 
ft na 
and artifiial productions, dy opened by. the 


of the human and fome 8 | forms, d-ititute | 
of g grace and pronriety f. The juftnets of theſe 
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whole advances in improvement a re nearly the 
fame with our own, we view them with a critical, 
and often with a jealous eye. Whereas, when 
conſcious of our own ſupzriority, we . 
niſhed at works execute d by them under ach Ma- 
nileſt diſadvantages, and in the warmth of our 
admiration, are apt to repretent them! s produc- 
tions more hnithed than ti iC y really ar. 1 the 
influence of this illuſion, without iuppoſing any 
intention to deceive, we may impute the exagge- 
ration of ſome Spanig! authors, in their account 
of the Mexican arts. 

Ir is not from thoſe defer criptions, but from con- 
ſidering ſuch ſpecimens o* their arts as are {till 
preſerved, that we muit decide concerning their 
degree of merit. As the ſhip in which Cortes 


of the Mexican artiſans, Wich were collect d by 


pire, was taken by a French corſair *, the re- 
mains of their ingenuity arg le numerotis than 
tote of the Peruvians, Wheth 1er any of their 
ſtill extaut in Spain, I have not learned. bn ma- 
ny of their ornaments in gold anc 1 filver, as We 
as various utenſils employed in conmon lle. are 
depoſited in the magnificent cabinzt of natural 
K 85 of Spain; and I am informed by perſias on 
OI judgment and taſte J can rely, that theſe 
boa ted efforts of t1cir art are uncouth repreſen- 
tations of common objects, or very courf> images 


101 
F Nee de Cort. Ramuſ. iii. 204, F. f See NOTE LIT. 
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B OO K obſervations is confirmed by inſpecting the wood- 
VIE en prints or copper plates of their paintings, which 
— have been publiſhed by various authors. In them 

every figure of men, of quadrupeds, or birds, as 
well as every repreſentation of inanimated nature, 
is extremely rude and aukward. The hardeſt 

Egyptian ſtile, ſtiff and imperfect as it was, is more 

elegant. The ſcrawls of children delincate ob- 


jects almoſt as accurately. 


Bor however low the Mexican paintings may 
be ranked, when viewed merely as works of art. 
a very different ſtation belongs to them, when 

conſidered as the records of their country, a a 
hiſtorical monuments of its policy and 8 
tions; and they become curious as well as inte- 
reſting objects of attention. The nobleſt and 
moſt beneficial invention of which human inge- 
nuity can boaſt, is that of writing. But the firſt 
eſſays of this art, which hath contributed more 
than all others to the improvement of the ſpecies, 
were very rude, and it advanced towards Px -rfec- 
tion ſlowly, and by a gradual progreſſion. When 
| the warrior, eager for fame, wiſhed to tranſmit 
| Tone knowledge of his cxploits to ſueceeding 
ges; when the gratitude of a people to their ſo- 
| vereign prompted them to hand down an account 
| = of his beneficent deeds to poſterity ; the firſt me- 


thod of pg cage ng. this, that ſeems to have 
| occurred to them, was to deli neate, in the beſt 
manner they could, . 8 repreſent ng the ac- 
tion of which they were ſolicitous to preſcrve the 
| memory. Of this, which has very properly been 
called picl uc ing *, we find traces among ſome 
of the mo. ſage tribes of America. When 2 
leader returns from the field, he i'rips a tree of its 
bark, and with red paint ſcratches upon it ſome 
uncouth figures, which repreſ-nt the order of his 
march, 


Divine Legat. of Moſes, iii. 73, 
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march, the number of his followers, the enemy B 0 OK: 


whom he att acked, tne ſcalps and captives Which 


he brought home. To thoſe ſimple annals he truſts 
for renown, and ſoothes hirnſelf with hope that 


by their means he Mall receive praiſe from the 


Warriors of future times *. 


CompaRED with thoſe aukward eſſays of their 
ſavage countrymen, the paintings of the Mexicans 
may be conſidered as works of compoſition and 
deſign. They were not acq guainted, it is true, with 
any other method of recording tranſactions than 


that of de elincating the oby-ts "which they withed 


to repreſent. But they could exhibit a more com- 


plex ſeries of events in progrellivs order, and 
deſcribe, by a proper diſpoſ ton of fioures, the 


occurrences of a king's reign from his xccellicn 
to his death; the progreſs 'of an infant's educa- 


tion from its birth until it attained to the years 
of maturity; the different recompences and marks 


of diſtinction conferred upon warriors, In pro- 
portion to the exploits which they had perfor med. 


Some ſingular ſpecimens of this bictu ure- writing 
have been preſerved, which are juſtiy conſidered 
as the moſt ee monuments of art brought 
from the New World. The moi t valuable of theſe 


was publiſhed by Purchas] in Aryl ix plates. It is 
divided into thre? parts. The firſt contains the 


| hiſtory of the Mexican empire under its ten mo- 


VII. 
— 


narchs. The ſecond is a tribute-ro!l, repre nt- 


ing what each conquered town paid into the royal 
treaſury, The third is a code of their inſtitutions 
domeſtic, political, and military. Anotir pe- 


cimen af Mexican ie ut 02s s been publiſhed in 
thirty-two plates, by the pre{-at archbiſhop of 


Toledo. To both are el a full explana- 
tion 


* Sir W. Johnſon PhiloC. Tranfact. vol. 115 TH p. 143. Mew. 
de la Hontas. ii. 191. Lafitau, Mœurs de uv. 1. 43. 
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BOOK tion of what the figures were intended to repre- 
VII. ſent, which was obtained by the Spaniards from 
Indians well acql.ainted with their own arts. The 
ſtyle of painting in all theſe is the ſame. They 
repreſent th nzs, not words, They exhibit 1 image: 
to the eye, not ideas to the underſta anding. They 
may, therefor-, be conſidered as the earlicſt and 
moſt imperſect eſſay of men in their progreſs to- 
wards diſcovering the art of writing. The de- 
ſects in this mode of recorulng tranſactions mult 
have been early felt. To paint every occurrence 
was, from its nature, a very tedious operation 
and as affairs became more complicated, and events 
multiplied in any ſociety, its annals "muſt have 
ſwelled to an enormous bulk. Beſides this, no 
objects could be delineated but thoſe of ſenſe; the 
conceptions of the mind had no corporeal form, 
and as long as picture riting could not conv oy an 
idea of theſe, it muſt have been a very imperfect 
art. The neceſſity of improving it mult have 
rouſed and ſharpened invention, and the * 
mind holding the ſame courſe in the New Worle 
as in the Old, might have advanced by the fe 
ſucceſhve eps, firſt from an actual pictute to the 
plain ieroglyphic next, to the allegorical ſymbol, 
then to the arbitrary characte 3 unte, t length, 
an alphabet of letters u as diſcove FEY capable 
of exprefiing all the variety of combinations 0! 
found employed in pech In the paintings of 
| the Mexicans we, accorc cingly, perceive; - that 
[| ws progrets was begun among them. Upon an; 
| tentive inſpe Rion of the. plates, which 1 have 
mentioned: we may obfſ-rve ſome approach to | 
the plain or fimple bicroglyphic, where ſome | ; 
[ principal part or circumſtance in the ſubject is F 
ü 
a 


7 


made to ſtand for the whole. In the annals of 
their kings, publiſhed by P rchas, the towns con- 
quered by each are uniformly repreſented in the 

{ame 


1 Ft 
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ſame manner by a rude delineation of a houſe ; BOOK 
but in order to point out the particular towns VII. 
which ſubmitted to their victorious arms, pecu- 
| liar emblems, ſometimes matural objects, and 
ſometimes artificial figures, are employed. In the 
tribute“ roll, publiſhed by the archbiſhop of Tole- 
do, the houſe, which was properly the picture of 
the town, is omitted, and the emblem alone is 
employed to repreſent it. They ſeem even to 
have made ſome advances beyond this, towards 
the uſe of the more figurative and fanciful hiero- 
glyphic. In order to deſcribe a monarch, who. 
had enlarged his dominions by force of arms, 
they painted a target ornamented with darts, and 
placed it between him and thoſe towns which 3 
ſubdued. But it is only in one inſtance, the nota- 
tion of numbers, that we diſcern any attempt 100 5 
exhibit ideas which had no corporeal form. They 
had invented artificial marks, or figns of conv.n- 
tim, for this purpoſe. By means of theſe, they 
computed the years of the Kings reigns, as well 
as the amount of tribute to be paid into the roval 
treaſury. The figure of a circle repreſented unit, 
and in ſmall numbers, the computation was made 
by repeating it. Larger numbers were expreſſe. 
by a peculiar mark, and they had ſuch as denot- _ 
ed all integral numbers from twenty to eight 
thouſand. The ſhort duration of their empire 
prevented the Mexicans from advancing farther" 
in that long courſe which conducts men from the 
labour of delincating real objects, to the ſimplicity 
| and eaſe of alphabetic writing. Their records, 
- FF Dotwithſtanding ſome dawn of ſuch ideas as miglit 
have led to a more perfect ſtyle, can be conſidered 
as nothing more than a ſpecics of picture- writing, 
lo far improved as to mark their ſuperiority over 


1 the ſavage tribes of America, but ſtill ſo deſective 
1 s to prove that they had not procceded far be- 
e Vol. II. U: „ 
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— 


completed, before any people can be ranked among 
poliſhed nations * | 


Their mode THEIR mode of computing time may 'be con- 
of comput- ſidered as a more deciſive evidence of their pro- 
ing time. c 
greſs in improvement. They divided their year 
into eighteen months, each conſiſting of twenty 
days, amounting in all to three hundred and ſixty. 
But as they obſerved that the courſe of the ſun 
was not compleated in that time, they added five 
days to the year. Theſe, which were properly 
intercalary days, they termed ſupernumeraiy or 
wiſte, and as they did not belong to any month, 
no work was done, and no ſacred rite performed 
on them; they were devoted wholly to feſtivity 
and pa aſtime +. This near approach to philoſophi- 
cal accuracy is a remarkable proof that the Mexi- 
cans had beſtowed ſome attention upon inquiries 
and ſpeculations, to which men in a very rude ſlate 
never turn their thoughts. 


ied. Suck are the moſt ſtriking carticulars | in ne 
exting® manners and policy of the Mexicans, which exhi- WW © 
3 bit them to view as a people conſiderably refined. { 
 vilization, From other , cirzumſtances, one is apt io ſuſpect MF ri 
that their character and many of their inſtitutions, f. 

did not differ greatly from thoſe of the other inha- | © 

bitants of America. = I 


Their ware LAKE the rude tribes around them, the Mex- 
continual icans Were inceſſantly engaged in war, and the 
. terod- motives which pronzpted them to hoſtility ſeem 
; to have been the ſame. They fought, in order to 
gratify their vengeance, by ſhedding the blood 
of their enemies. In battle they were chiefly in- 
tent on taking priſoners, and it was by the num- 
ber 


* See NOTE LIV. eb: tr ir e 0 
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devoured with the ſame barbarous joy as among 
the fierceſt ſavages. On ſome occaſions it roſe 


to even wilder exceſſes. Their princ pal warriors. 


covered themſelves with the fkins of the unhappy 
victims which they had flain, and danced about 


the ſtreets, boaſting of their own valour, and 

exulting over their enemies *. Even in their ein 
ao 

inſtitutions we 8 ſcover traces of that barbarous 


diſpoſition which their ſyſtem of war infpired. 
The four chief counſ-liors of the empire were diſ- 
tinguiſned by atrocious titles, Wh ich could have 


blood F. This f: Tcehy: of character prevailed a- 


bine in ſocial union, and live under the influence 


ſoften, ſentiments of © humanity ariſe, and the 
rights of the ſpecies come to be underſtood. The 
ferceneſs of war aba de, and even while engag- 
ed in hoſtility, men remember what they owe 
one to another. The ſavage fights to degroy, 
the citizen to conquer, The ſormer neither Aer 
nor ſpares, the latter has acquired ſenſibility that 


| among them war was carried on with ſo much of 
Fic original ES, that we cannot but tulpect 
their degree of civilization to have been very im- 


5 rleck. | | | 
U 2 | e 


* Herrera, dec. 1ib. il. c. 15, Gom. Chron. c. 217. 
dee NOTE LV. bs 


ber of theſe that they eſtimated the glory of vic-3O OK 
tory. No captive was ever ranſomed or ſpared. VII. 
All were ſacrifised n mercy, and their fleſh OO. 


been aſſumed only by a 2 people who delighted in 


mong all the nations of New Spain. The Tlaſ- 
calans, the people of Mechoacan, and other 
ſlates at enmity with the Mexicans, delighted 
equally in war, and treated their priſoners With 
the ſame cruelty. In proportion as mankind com 


of equal laws and regular policy, their manners 


empers his rage. To this ſenſibility the Mexi- 
| cans ſeem to have been perfect ſtrangers, and 


= — — . — —— — — 
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BOOK Tur funeral rites were not leſs bloody than 
VIE thoſe of the moſt ſavage tribes. On the death of 
8 any diſtinguiſhed perſonage, eſpecially of the em- 


ral rites. peror, a certain number of his attendants were 


cChoſen to accompany him to the other world, and 
thoſe unfortunate victims were put to death with- 
out mercy, and buried in the ſame tomb *. 


Their agri- TyoUGH their agriculture was more extenſive 


_ calture im- 


perfect. than that of the roving tribes who truſted chiefly 


to their bow for food, it ſeems not to have ſup- 
plied them with ſuch ſubſiſtence as men require 
when engaged in efforts of active induſtry. The 
Spaniards appear not to have been ſtruck with any 
ſuperiority of the Mexicans over the other people 
of America in bodily vigour. Both, according 
10 their obſervation, were of ſuch a feeble frame 
as to be unable to endure fatigue, and the ſtrength 
of one Spaniard exceeded that of ſeveral Indians. 
This they imputed. to their ſcanty diet, on poor 
fare, ſufficient to preſerve life, but not to give 
firmneſs to the conſtitution f. Such a remark 
could hardly have been made with reſpect to any 
people furniſhed plentifully with the neceſſaries 
of life. The difficulty which Cortes found in 
procuring ſubſiſtence for his ſmall body of ſol- 
diers, who were often conſtrained to live on the 
ſpontaneous productions of the earth, ſeems to 
confirm the remark of the Spaniſh writers, and 
gives no high idea of the ſtate of cultivation in 
the Mexican empire. 
Afartier A PRACTICE that was univerſal in New Spain 


proof of 


chi. appears to favour this opinion. The Mexican 
women gave fuck to their childred for ſeveral 
| years, 


* Herrera, dec. 3. lib. ii. c. 18: Gom. Chron. c. 202. 
- + Relat. ap. Ramuſ. vi. 306. A. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. in 
C17. dec. 2. lib. vi. c. 10, 
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years, and during that time they did not cohabit B O OK 


with their huſbands xk. This precaution againſt a 5 
burdenſome increaſe of progeny, though neceſſa- © Y © 


ry as I have already obſerved, among ſavages, 
who, from the hardſhips of their condition, and 


the precariouſneſs of their ſubſiſtence, find it im- 
poſſible to rear a numerous family, can hardly be 
ſuppoſed to have continued among a People who 


lived at eaſe and in abundance. 


Tur vaſt extent of the Mexican empire, which Doubts coo- 
has been conſidered, and with juſtice, as the moſt ne ihe 


extent of 


dec iſive proof of a conſiderable progreſs in regu- the empire. 


lar government and police, 1s one of thoſe lacts in 
the hiſtory of the New World which ſeems to 


have been admitted without due examination or 


ſuffcient evidence. The Spaniſh hiſtorians, in 
order to magnify the valour of their countrymen, 


are accuſtomed to repreſent the dominion of Mon- 


tezuma as ſtretching over all the provinces of New 
Spain from the North to the Southern Ocean. But. 
a great part of the mountainous country was poſ- 
ſeſied by the Oz mes, a fierce uncivilized People, 
who ſeem to have been the reſidue of the original 
inhabitants. The provinces towards the north and 
weſt of Mexico were occupied by the Chichemcas, 


and other tribes of hunters. None of theſe re- 


coglilzed the Mexican monarch es their ſuperior. 
Even in the interior and more level country, 
mere were ſeveral cities and provinces which 
had never ſubmitted to the Mexican yoke. Tlaſ- 
cala, though only twenty-one leagues from the 
capital of the empire, was an independent and 
hoſtile republic. Cholula, though {till nearer, 
nad been ſubjected only a ſhort Ane before the 
arrival of the e Spaniards. Tepeaca at the ane 
s 


* Gom, Chron. c. 208. Herrera, dec. 3. lib. iv. c. 16. 
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BOOK of thirty leagues from Mexico, ſeems to have 
ww been a ſeparate Rate, governed by its own laws. 
_ Mechoacan, the fiontier of which extended within 
forty leagues of Mexico, was a powertul kingdom, 
remarkable for its implacable enmity to the Mexi. 
can name f. By theſe hoſtile powers the Mexican 
empire was circumſcribed on every quarter, and 
the high ideas which we are apt to form of it ſrom 


the Seip on of the Spaniſh hiſtorians ſhould be 
conſiderably moderated. 


In conſequence of this independence of ſeve- 
mong its ſe. Tal Nates in New Spain upon the Mexican empire, 


veral pro 


Little inter- 


veral pro- there was not any conſiderable intercourſe between 
e 


its various provinces. Even in the interior coin 
try, not far diſtant from the capital, there ſeem 
to have been no roads to facilitate the communi- 
cation of one diſtrict with another; and when the 
Spaniards firſt attempted to penetrate into it, they 
had to open their way through foreſts and marſhes! 
Cortes, in his adventrous "march from e 0 
Honduras in 1525, met with obſtructions and © 
dured hardſhips little inferior to thoſe with x tic) 
he muſt have ſtruggled in the moſt uncivilized re- 
gions of America. In ſome places, he could 
hardly force a paſſage through inipervious woos, 
and plains overflowed with water. In ot thers, he 
found ſo little cultivation, that his troops Wele 
frequently in danger of periſhing by famine 
Such facts correſpond i] with the pompous deferip 
tion which the Spaniſh writers give of Mexic: in 
police and induſtry, and convey an idea of 
country ncarly ſinilar to that poſſeſſcd by the q 
dan tribes in North America. Here and 


| | | \ a 105 
* Herrera, geg. 2. lb. xX. e. 5. 21. B. Diaz. c. 130. 


„„ dec. Tl i. e. 
t E. Diaz. c. 166. c. 176. 
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a trading or a War- path, as they are called in North B OO K i} 
een led from one ſettlement to another *, DS Wl 
but generally there appeared no ſign of any ea Ml 
bliſhed communication, few marks of induſtry, and 1 
no monument of art. 


A No leſs ſtriking proof of this imperfection Farther |! 
in their commercial intercourſe is their want of Proof oft. 
money, or ſome univerſal ſtandard by which to 8 
_ eſtimate the value of commoditics. The difco- — mil 
very of this is among the ſteps of greatcft conſc- | Ch 
quence in the progr-1s of nations. Until it has us 
been made, all their tranſactions muſt be ſo auk- 8 4 
ward, ſo operoſe, and fo limited, that we may _ {0 
boldly pronounce that they have advanced but a 1 
little way in their carcer. The invention of ſuch | 
a commercial ſtandard is of ſuch high antiquity in 
our hemiſphere, and riſes ſo far beyond the era of 
authentic hiſtory, as to appear almoft coeval with 

W the exiſtence of ſociety. The precious metals 
\ BH f{cem to have been carly employed for this Dur- 

| poſe, and from their permanent value, their divi- 

_ ſibility, and many other qualities, they are better 

adapted to ſerve as a common ſtandard, than any 
other ſubſtance of which Nature has given us the 
command. But in the New World, where theſe 

metals abound moſt, the uſe of them was not — 

known. The exigencies of rude tribes, or of l 
= monarchics imperfectly civilized, did not call for — 

„ it. All their commercial intercourte was carried il 

In on Þy barter, and their ignorance of any com- 1 

En mon ſtandard by which to facilitate that exchange * 
I of commodities which contributes ſo much to- 
930 wards the comfort of life, my be juſtly mem! 
iis WM oned as en evidence of the infant ſtate of their po- 
n Icy. But even in the New World the inconveni— 

„ ence of wanting ſome general inſtrument of com- 

merce began to be felt, and ſome efforts were 
Fane. 1 made 
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BOOK made towards ſupplying that defect. The Mex. 
.  jcans; among whom the number and greatneſs of 
their cities gave riſe to a more extended commerce, 
than in any part of America, had begun io em- 
ploy a common ſtandard of value, which render- 
ed ſmaller tranſactions much more eaſy. As cho- 
colate was the favourite drink of perſons in every 
rank of life, the nuts or almonds of cacao, of 
which 1t 1s compoſed, were of ſuch univerſal con- 
ſumption, that, in their ſtated markets, theſe were 
willingly received in return for commodities 
of ſmall price. Thus they came to be conſidered 
as the inſtrument of commerce, and the value of 
what one wiſhed to diſpoſe of, was eſtimated by. 
the number of nuts of the cacao, which he might 
expect in exchange for it. This ſeems to be che 
utmoſt length which the Americans had advanced 
towards the diſcovery of any expedient for ſup- 
plying the uſe of money. And if the want of 
it is to be held, on one hand, as a proof. of their 
barbarity, this expedient for ſupply; ing that want, 
ſhould be admitted on the other, as an evidence 
no leſs ſatisfying, of the ſuperior progreſs which 
the Mexicans had made in refinement and civili- 
zation. 


Doubts con- I ſuch a PE ſtate were many oF the Mexican 
cerning the 

ſtate of provinces. when firſt viſited by their conquerors. 

their cities. Even their cities, extenſive and populous as they 

were, ſeem rather to be the habitation of men juſt 

emerging from barbarity, than the reſidence of 

a poliſhed people. The deſcription of Tlaſcala 

Js reſembles that of an Indian village. A 

number of low ſtruggling huts, ſcattered about irre- 

Fan, according to the caprice of each proprie- 

built with turf and ſtone, and thatched with 

—_ without any light but what they received by 


8 door, ſo low thatit could not be entered uprigit 12 
in 


4 * Harare, dec. 2. lib. vi; e. 12. 
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In Mexico, though from the peculiarity of its ſitua- B O OK 
tion, the diſpoſition of the houſes was more orderly, III. 

the ſtructure of the greater part was equally mean. EW 

Nor does the fabric of their temples and other remples, 

public edifices ſeem to have been ſuch as entitled 

them to the high praiſes beſtowed upon them by 

many Spaniſh authors. As far as one can gather 
from their obſcure and inaccurate deſcriptions, the 
great temple of Mexico, the moſt famous in New 
Spain, which has been repreſented as a magnifi- 
cent building, raiſed to ſuch a height, that the 
aſcent to it was by a ſtair-caſe of a hundred and 

fourteen ſteps, was a ſolid maſs of earth of a 
ſquare form, faced partly with ſtone. Its baſe on 

each fide extended ninety feet, and decreaſing 

gradually as it advanced in height, it terminated 

1n a quadrangle of about thirty feet, where were 

placed a ſhrine of the deity, and two altars on 

which the victims were ſacrificed f, All the 

other celebrated temples of New Spain exactly re- 

ſembled that of Mexico. Such ſtructures convey 

no high idea of progreſs in art and ingenuity ; and 

one can hardly conceive that a form more rude 

and ſimple could have occurred to a nation, in its 

firſt efforts towards erecting any great work. 


SREATER ſkill and ingenuity were diſplayed, and other 
if we may believe the Spaniſh hiſtorians, in the digs, 
houſcs of the emperor and in thoſe of the principal 
nobility. There, ſome elegance of deſign was 
vifible, and a commodious arrangement of the 
apartments was attended to. But if buildings cor- 
| rciponding to ſuch deſcriptions had ever exiſted in 
the Mexican cities, it is probable that ſome remains 
of them would {til] be viſiblꝰ. From the manner in 
Which Cortes conducted the fizge of Mexico, we can, 

. indeed, 

* Herrera, dec. 2. lib. vii. c. 17. + See NOTE LVI. 
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BOOK indeed, eaſily account for the total deſtruction of 
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whatever had any appearance of ſplendor in tha 

capital. But as only two centuries and a halt 
have elapſed fince the conqueti of New Spain, it 
ſeems altogether incredible; that in a period io ſhort, 
every veſtige of this boaſted elegance and gran deur 
ſhould have diſappeared ; and that in none of the 
other cities, particularly in thoſe which did not tui- 

fer by the deſtructive hand of the conquerors, there 
are not any ruins, which can be con fidered as mo- 

numents of their ancient magnificence. 


EvEN in a village of the rudeſt Indians there 
are buildings of greater extent and elevation than 


common dwelling houſes. Thoſe which are de- 
ſtined for holding the council of the tribe, and in 
which all aſſemble on occaſions of public feRtivity, 

may be called ſtately edifices, when compared w ith 
the reſt. As among the Mexicans the diſtinction 
of ranks was eſtabliſhed, and property was une quali 
divided, the number of diſtinguiſhed fiructures in 
their towns, would of courſe be orcater then 1n 
other parts of America. But theſe ſeem not to have 
been either fo ſolid or magnificent as to merit thele 
pompous cpithets which ſome Spaniſh authors cm- 

ploy in deſcribing them. It is probable that, 

though more ornamented, and built on a larger 
ſcale, they were erected with the ſame light mate- 
rials which the Indians em ployed in their common 
buildings *, and time, in a ſpace much lets than 11 


hundred and fifty years, may have ſwept away a 
remains of them . | 


* 


FROM this enumeration 1 facts, it ſeems, upon 
the whole, to be evident, that the ſta ate of ſociety i 1 


Mexico was confiderably advanced beyond ! 
x 


see NOTE LVIII + See NOTE LVBI. 


appear to be highly embelliſhed. There is not a 
in deſcribing the manners and arts of ſavage na- 


tions, or of ſuch as are imperfectly civilized, than 
that of applying to them the names and phraſes 


the head of a rude community, is dignified with 


tions they acquire an importance and dignity which 
and giving a falſe colour to every part of the nar- 


rative, the imagination is ſo much carried away 
Vith the reſemblance, that it becomes difficult to 3; 


were hitherto acquinted, that they fancied th 


had at length difcovered a civilized people in the 


New Word. This compariſon betweoe; 
ple of Mexico and their unculti vated neighbours 


ferving with adauration many tungs which marke 


their pre-enunence. thev emplov in de gers 
ir pre 5 y employ in d. ſeribing 


them in improvement. Bot theſe cron 
concur in detracting trom the credit dus to the early 


people fo mach leis civilzed, they raifed th 
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of the ſavage tribes which we have delineated, BOOK 


But it is no leſs manifcft, that with reſpect to many VU 
particulars, the Spaniſh accounts of their progreſs — 


more frequent or a more fertile ſource of deception 


appropriated to the inſtitutions and refinements of 
poliſhed life. When the leader of a ſmall tribe, or 


the title of king or emperor, the place of his reſi- 
dence can receive no other name but that of his 
palace; and whatever his attendants may be, they 
muſt be called his court. Under ſuch appellu- 


does not belong to them. The illufion ſpreads, 


WIA 


cern objefts as they really are. The Spaniards 
when they fiiſt touched on the Mexican coalt, 
were ſo much {truck wil the appearance of at- 
tainments in policy and in the aris of life, far ſu- 


perior to thoſe of the rude irib.s with which they 


3 


ry 
1 
* G11 1112 1.0 _ 


they ſcem to have kept conſtantly in View, and ob- 
4148 2 

their unpel fect police, and infant arts, ſuch terms 28 

are applicable to the inſtitu ions of men far b-yornd 


* 
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Spaniſh deicriptions of Mexican managers. E 
drawing a parallel betwe-n_ them and tlioſe of 
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- BOOK own ideas too high. By their mode of deſcribing 


them, they conveyed ideas to others no leſs exalted 
above truth. Later writers have adopted the ſtyle 
of the original hiſtorians, and improved upon it. 
The colours with which De Solis delineates the 
character of Montezuma, the ſplendor of his court, 


the laws and policy of his empire, are the ſame that 


he muſt have employed in exhibiting to view the 
monarch and inflitutions of : an highly ae! 
people. 


Br though we may admit, that the warm ima- 
gination of the Spaniſh writers has added ſome em- 
belliſhment to their deſcriptions, this will not juſtify 


the deciſive and peremptory tone, with which ſeveral 
authors pronounce all their accounts of the Mexican 


power, policy, and laws, to be the fictions of men 
who wiſhed to deceive, or who delighted in the 
marvellous. There are few hiſtorical facts that can 


be aſcertained by evidence more unexceptionable, 
than may be produced in ſupport of the mater: al 


articles, in the deſcription of the Mexican conſtitu- 


tion and manners. Eye-witneſſes relate what they 


had beheld, men who had reſided among the Me- 
xicans both beſore and after the conqueſt, deſcribe 
inſtitutions and. cuſtoms which were familiar to 
them, perſons of ſuch different profeſſions that 
objects mult have preſented themſelves to their view | 
under every various aſpect, ſoldiers, prieſts, and 
lawyers, all concur in their teſtimony. Had Cortes 


ventured to impoſe upon his ſovereign, by exhibit- 


ing to him a picture of imaginary manners, there 
wanted not enemies and rivals who were quali- 
fied to detect his deceit, and who would have re- 


joiced in (xpoſing it. Put according to the juſt 


remark. of an author, whoſe ingenuity has illuſtrated, 
and whoſe eloquence has adorned the hiſtory of 


America “, this een is in itſelf as improba- 
ble, 


3 M. P'Abbe Raynal Hiſt. Philoſ. & Polit. &c. fi. 127. 
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ple, as the attempt would have been audacious. B O OK 
W ho, among the deſtroyers of this great empire VII. 
Was 0 enliglüencd by {cience, or ſo attentive to the W700 
progreſs and operations of men in ſocial life, as to 
frame a fictitious ſy!tem of policy, ſo well combined 
and ſo conſiſtent, as that which they delineate, in 
their accounts of the Mexican government? W here 
could they have borrowed the idea of many in{ti- \ 
tutions in legiſlation and police, to which, at that 
eriod, there was not! Hing parallel in the nations 
with which they were acquainted | ? here was not, 
at the beginning of the ſixteenth century, a regular 
eſtabliſhment of poſts for Conveying intellige ence 
to the ſovereign of any kingdom in Europe. The 
ſame obſervation will apply to What they relate, 
with reſpect to the ſtructure of the city of Mexico, 
the regulations concerning its police, and various 
laws eſtabliſhed for the admini! tration of juſtice, 
br ſecuring the happineſs of the community. Vho- 
ever is acc cuſtomed to contemplate the Progrets or. 
nations, will often, at very early ſtages of it, diſcover 
2 premature and unexp3*ted dawn of thofe ideas „ 
which give riſe to inſtitutions, that are the pride 
and ornamelit of its moſt advanced period. Even 
in a ſtate as imperfe ly 8 as the Mexican 
empire, the happy genius of ſome ſagacious ob- 
ſerver, excited or aided by circuniſtances UOSHOWn i1 
to us, may have introduced inſt tutions which x 
| ſeldom found but in {ocictics highly refined. Ba TH 
it is almoſt impoſſible that the Ilt-rotz co: uerors 
of the New World ſhould have formed in any 
one inſtance a conception of cuſtoms and laws; 
beyond the ſtandard of improvement in their own _ 
age and country. Or if Cortes and his followers 
had been capable of t'tis, What in-lnc2ment hal 
thoſe by whom t1ey. were perl. d ba 5 continue 
the ee Why ſhould Corita, or Motclinea, 
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BOOK or Acoſta, have amuſed their ſovereign or their 


VII. 


Religion 
of che 


Mexicans. 


| fellow-citizens with a tale purely fabulous? 


IN one, particular, however, the guides whom 
we muſt follow have repreſented the Mexicans to 


be more barbaro'is perhaps than they really were. 


Tneir religious tenets, and the rites of their worſhip, 
are deſcribed by t them as wild and cruel in an ex- 
treme degree. Religion, winch occupies no con- 
ſiderable place in the tionghts of a ſavage, whoſe 
conceptions of any ſup-rio power are obſcure, and 
his ſacred rites e and ſimple, was 'orincd, among 
the Mexicans, into a regular ſyſtem, w.th its com- 


plete train of prieſts, temples, victims, and feſti- 


vals. This, of itſelf, is a clear proof that the ſtate 


of the Mexicans was very different from that of the 


Trader American tribes. But from the EXtraVagance 


of their religious notions, or the barbarity of their 


rites, no concluſion can be. drawn with certainly 
concerning the degree of heir civilization. For 
nations, long afier tler ideas bg to enlarge, and 
their manners to refine, Sexe tc 115 mus of ſuper- 


ftition, founded on the rude conce ptions of early 


ages. From the genius of the Mexican 5 
we may, however, form a moſt juſt concluſion 
with reſpect to-its influence upon the cnaracter of 


the people. The aſpect of ſuperſtition in Mexico 


was gloomy ond atrocious. Its Avinities were 
cloathed with terror, and dlz ted in v-ngeance, 
They were ex Hibited to the Rs under de- 
teſtable forms that created horror. The figures 
of ſerpents, of tygers, and of other destruktive 
animals, decorated their temples. Fear was the 
only principle that inſpired their votaries. Faſts, 
mortifi-ations, and penances, all rigid, and many 
of them excruciating to an extreme degree, were 
. the 


. 


of vengeance, and Padding new force to it, 
_ captive taken in war was brought to the temple, 


their progreſs in both, their manners, 
ſoftening, became more fierce. 
ſtances it was owing that ſuperſtition aſſumed ſuch 


ſufficient Knowledge of their hiſtory to de 
But its influence is viſible, and produced an effect 
that is ſingular in the hiſtory of the human ſpecies. 
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the means whi ch they employed to appeaſe their B o 0 K 


wrath, and they never approached their altars 


without ſprinkling them with blood drawn from 


their own bodies. But, of all offerings, human 


ſacrifices were deemed the moſt acceptable. This 


religious belief, mingling with the implacable ſpirit 
every 


was devoted as a victim to the deity, and ſacrificed 
with rites no leſs ſolemn than cruel #. The heart 


and head were the portion conſecrated to the gods ; 


the warrior by whoſe prowels the priſoner had been 
ſcized, carried off the body to feaſt upon it with his 
friends. Under the impreſſion of ideas fo dreary 
and terrible, and accuſtomed daily to ſcencs of 


bloodſhed rendered aw/ ful by religion, the heart of 


man muſt harden, and be ſtecled to every ſenti- 


ment of humanity. The ſpirit of the M-xicans 


was accordingly unfecling and atrocious. The ge- 


nmius of their religion {o far counterbalanced the in- 


fluence of policy and arts, that, notwithitandin 


inſtead of 
To n Circum- 


a dreadſul form among the Mexicans, we have not 


erm: IT 


The manners of the people in the New World 


who had made the gr-ateſt e in the arts Of 
policy, were the moſt ferocious, and the barbarity 


of ſome of their cuſtoms excecded even thoſe of 
the favage Mate, 


TRE empire of Peru 6 of an h: Sher a to Pretenfions 


of Peru e 
quity than that of Mexico. According to the tra- an high an- 


ditionary : counts collected by the Spaniards it had tiguny, 


ſubſiſted 


* Cort. Relat. ap. Ramuſ. iii. 240, &c. B Diaz, c. 82. 
Acoſta, lib. v. c. 13, &c. Herrera. dec. 3. lib. ii, c. 15, &c. 
Gomara Chron. c. 80, &c. See NOTE LiX, 
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B 5 1 K ſubſiſted four hundred years, under twelve ſucceſ. 


uncertain. 


De fecte in 


their re- 


cor ds by 


Quipos. | 


ſive monarchs. But the knowledge of their ancient 


ſtory, which the Peruvians could communicate to 
their conquerors, mult have been both imperfect 


and uncertain *. Like the other American nati- 


ons, they were totally unacquainted with the art of 
writing, and deſtitute of the only means by which 
the memory of palt tranſactions can be preſerved 


with any degree of accuracy. Even among people 
to whom the uſe of letters is known, the era where 


the authenticity of hiſtory commences, is much 


poſterior to the introduction of writing. That 
noble invention continued long ſubſervient to the 


common buſineſs and wants of life, before it was 


employed in recording events, with a view of con- 
veying information from one age to another. Bur 
in no country did ever tradition alone carry doun 


hiſtoric knowledge, in any full continued ſtream, 
during a period of half the length that the monar- 
chy of Peru is ſaid to have ſubſiſted. 


Tus nip, or knots on cords of different co- 


Tours, which are celebrated by authors fond of the 
marvellous, as if they had been regular annals of 
the empire, imperfectly ſupplied the place of 


writing. According to the obſcure deſcription of 


them by Acoſta 9, which Garcilaſſo de la Vega has 


adopted with little variation, and no improvement, 


the quipos ſeem to have been a device for render: 


ing calculation more expeditious and accurate. 
By the various colours different objects were de. 


noted, and by each knot a diſtinct number. Thus 


an account was taken, and a kind of regiſter kept, 


of che inhabitants in each province, or of the ſcvera 


productions collected there for public uſe. But as 


theſe knots however varied or combined no moral or 
| abſtract 


See NOT E LX. 


+ Hiſt. lib. vi. c. 8. 
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abſtract idea, no operation or quality of the Wind OOK 


could be repreſented, they contributed little to- 
wards preſerving the memory of ancient events 
and inſtitutions. The Mexican paintings and a 
bols, rude as they were, conveyed to them more 


| Knowledge of remote tranſaCtions, than the Peru- 


Vil. 


vians could derive from their boaſted quipos. Had 


e of the Peruvian ingenuity, in the general 
reck occaſioned by the Spaniſh conqueſt, and the 


dil Wars ſubſequent to it, that no acceſſion of light 


or knov 8 comes from them. All the zeal of 
Garcilaſſo de la Vega for the honour of that race 


of monarchs from whom he deſcended, all the in- 


duſtry of his reſearches, and the ſuperior advanta- 


they been even of more extenſive uſe, and better 
adapted to ſupply the place of written r ecords, the 7 
periſhed ſo generally, together with the other mo-: 


ges with which he carried them on, opened no 


ſource of information unknown to the Spaniſh au- 
thors who wrote before him. In his Roy.) Commen- 


es, he confines himſelf to illuſtrate what hey 


had related concerning the antiquities and inſtitu- 


tions of Peru *; and 5 llluſtrations, like their ac- 


counts, are derived entirely from the tradition ry 


tales current among his co} untrymen. 


Ver y little credit then is due to the minute de- 
tails which have been given of the exploits, the 


battles, the conqueſts, and private character of the 


carly Peruvian monarchs. We can reſt upon no- 
thing in their ſtory, as authentic, but a few facts, 


lo | interwoven in the ſyſtem of their religion and b 


policy, as preſerved the memory of them from 
being loſt; and upon the deſcription of ſuch 


] cuſtoms -and inſtitutions as continued in force 
at the time of the conqueſt, and fell under the 


Vor. II. 4 immediate 


Ad: . C. 10. 
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BOOK immediate obſervation of the Spaniards. By at- 
2 carefully to theſe, and endeavouring to 
ſeparate them from what appears to be fabulous, 


or of doubtful authority, 1 have laboured to form 
an idea of the Peruvian government and manners. 


Tur people of Peru, as I have already obſerv- 


| their civil ed *, had not advanced beyond the rudeſt form of 


ſavage life, when Manco Capac, and his conſort 
Mama Ocollo, appeared to inſtruct and civilize 
them. Who theſe extraordinary perſonages were, 
whether they imported their ſyſtem of leg; Nation 
and knowledge of arts from ſome country more 
improved, or, if natives of Peru, how they ac- 
quired ideas {ſo far ſuperior to thoſe of the people 


uhom they addreſſed, are circumſtances with re- 


ſpect to which the Peruvian tradition conveys no | 
information. Manco Capac and his conſort, tak- 
ing advantage of the propenſity in the Peruvians 
to ſuperſtition, and particularly of their veneration 
for the Sun, pretended to be children of that | 
glorious luminary, and to deliver their inſtructions 
in his name and authority. The multitude liſtened | 
and believed. What reformation in policy and | 
manners the Peruvians aſcribe to thoſe founders of | 
their empire, and how, from the precepts of the | 
Inca and his conſort, their anceſtors gradually ac- 
- quired ſome knowledge of thoſe arts, and ſome re- 
liſh for that induſtry, which render ſubſiſtence ſe- 
cure, and life comfortable, hath been formerly re- 
lated. Thoſe bleſſings were originally confined} 
within narrow precincts; for the authority of the 
firſt Incadid not reach many leagues beyond Cuzco. 

But, in proceſs of time, his ſucceſſors extended their 
| dominion over all the regions that ſtretch to the} 


| _— wel 


* Book vi. p. 163, &c. 
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weſt of the Andes from Chili to Quito, eftabliſh- BOOK 
ing in every province tneir peculiar policy and re- VII. 


D - . » 
ligious inſtitutions. — 


_ Taz moſt ſingular and firiking circumſtanee in ,,..., . 
the Peruvian government, is the influence of reli- religion. 


— | gion upon its genius and laws. Religious Ideas 
f | make ſuch a feeble impreſſion on the mind of a 
t | favage, that their effect upon his ſentiments and 
manners are hardly perceptible. Among the 
e, | Mexicans, religion reduced into a regular ſyſtem, 
n | and holding a conſiderable place in their public 
re | inſtitutions, operated with conſpicuous efficacy in 
c- | forming the peculiar character of that people. But 
ple | in Peru, the whole ſyſtem of civil policy was 
re- | founded on religion. The Inca appeared not only 
no | as a legiſlator, but as the meſſenger of Heaven. 
ak- | His precepts were received not merely as the in- 
ans | junctions of a ſuperior, but as the mandates of the 
tion | Deity, His race was held to be ſacred; end in 
that | order to preſerve it diſtinct. without being polluted 
tions F by any mixture of inferior blood, the ſons of Manco 
ened | Capac married their own ſiſters, and no perſon was 
and ever admitted to the throne who could not claim it 


ers of | by ſuch a pure deſcent. To thoſe Children of the. 
f the] Sw, (for that was the appeliation beſtowed upon 
all the offspring of the firſt Inca) the people looked 

ne re- up with the reverence due to beings of a ſuperior 


ice ſe- order. They were deemed to be under the im- 

ly re. mediate protection of the deity from whom they 
nfAned} iſſuzd, and by him every order of the reigning 

of the} Inca was ſuppoſed to be diftated. 

3 | FROM thoſe ideas two conſequences reſulted, Tow; 
to dhe. The authority of the Inca was unlimited and abſo- Tart able 
q er” | lute, in the moſt extenſive meaning of the words. tus, 


| Whenever the decrees of 2 prince are conſidered as | 
| ine commands of the Divinity, it is not only an 
hat . — > 
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act of rebellion, but of impiety, to diſpute or oppoſe 
his will. Obcdience becomes a duty of religion ; 
and as it would be profane to controul a monarch 
under the guidance of Heaven, and preſurnp MtUOUS 
to adviſe him, nothing remains but to ſubmit with 
implicit reſpect. This muſt necc ſſarily be the eſ- 


fect of every government eſtabliſhed on preten- 
hons of intercourſe with ſuperior powers. 


X ll 


accordingly was the blind ſubmiſſion which the Pe- 


nions acknowledged them to be of a more exalted 
nature; and in teſtimony of this, when admitted 


ruvians yielded to their ſovereigns. The perfo: 7s 
of higheſt rank and greateſt power in their domi 


1 


into their preſence, they entered with a burder: 


upon their ſhoulders, as an emblem of their ſervi- 
_ tude, and willingneſs to bear whatever the Inca 
was pleaſed to impoſe. Among their ſubjects, 


force wes not requiſite to ſecond their commands, 


_ Every officer entruſted with the execution of them 


was rcvcred, and, according to the account of an 
intelligent obſerver of Peruvian manners *, might 
proceed alone from one extremity of the ernpire to 
another, without meeting oppoſition ; for, on pro- 
ducing a fringe from the royal Borla, an orname!'! 
peculiar to the reigning Inca, the lives and fortun=s 


of the people were at his diſpoſal. 


All as 
purified 
capitally . 


AxoTHER conſequence of eſtabliſhing govern- 
ment in Peru on the foundation of religion, was, 


that all crimes were puniſhed capitally. They 


were not conſidered as tranſgreſſions of human 
laws, but as inſults offered to the Deity. Each, 

without an Aſtinction between ſuch as were 
Night and ſach.as were atrocious, called for venge- 
ance,” and could be expiated only by the blood of 
the effend-r. Conſonantly to the ſame ideas, pu- 
niſnment followed the treſpaſs with inevitable cer- 


tainty, 
* Zarate, lib. i. c. 13. 
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| tainty, becauſe an offence againſt Heaven was BOOK. 
d-emed ſuch an high enormity as could not be par- 
doned *. Among'a people of corrupted morals, e 
maxims of hut tense lo ſevere and unrelentin 
by rendering men ferocious and deſperate, would 
be more apt to multiply crimes than to reſtrain 
them. But the Peruvians, of ſimple manners and 
unſuſpicious faith, were- held in ſuch awe by this 
rigid diſcipline, that the number of offenders were 
extremely ſmall. Veneration' for monarchs,  en- 
| Iektened and directed, as they believed, by the 
divinity whom they adored, prompted them to 
their duty; the dread of puniſhment, which they 
were taughtto conſider as unavoidable vengeance 
inflicted my offended Heaven, AGRI them On 
by i. 


"Tur fvitem of ſuperſtition on which the Incas Mild gevius 
ingrafted their pretenſions to ſuch high authority, ee 


| was of a genius very different {rom that eſtabliſhed LD 
among the Mexicans. Manco Capac turned the 
13 ve eneration of his followers entirely towards na- 
> |  tnral objects. The Sun, as the great ſource of light, 
— dof joy, and fertility in the creation, attracted their 
Te principal homage. The Moon and Stars, as co- 
s [operating with him, were entitled to ſecondary ho- 

| nours. Wherever the propenſity in the human 
mind to acknowledge and to adore ſome ſuperior 
2) power, takes this direction, and is employed in con- 
as, 


templating the order and beneficence that really 
exit in nature, the ſpirit of ſuperſtition is mild. 
Wherever i imaginary beings, created by the fancy 
and the fears of men, are ſuppoſed. to preſide in 
nature, and become the objects of worſhip, ſuper- 
ſtition always aſſumes a wilder and more atrocious 
form. Of the latter we have an example among 


the 


Vega; nid. il c. 6. 
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the Mexicans, of the former among the people of 


Peru. They had not, indeed, made ſuch progreſs 
in obſervation or inquiry, as 'to have atiained juſt 


_ conceptions of the Deity ; nor wes there in their 
language any proper name or appellation of the 


Supreme Power, which intimated that they had 


formed any idea of him as the Creator and Gover- 
nor of the World *. But by directing their vene- 
ration to that glorious luminary, which, by its 


univerſal and vivifying energy, is the beſt emblem | 


of divine beneficence, the rites and obſervances 
which they deemed acceptable to him were 1nno- 


cent and humane. They offered to the Sun a part 


of thoſe productions which his genial warmth had 


. _ Called forth from the boſom of the earth, and reared _ 
to maturity. They ſacrificed, as an 'oblation of 
_ gratitude, ſome of the animals who were indebted 


to his influence for nouriſhment. They preſented 


to him choice ſpecimens of thoſe works of inge- 
nuity which his light had guided the hand of man 


in forming. But the Incas never ſtained his altars 


with human blood, nor could they conceive that 
their beneficent father the Sun would be delighted 
with ſuch horrid victims f. Thus the Peruvians, 

unacquainted with thoſe barbarous rites which ex- 


tinguiſh ſenſibility, and ſuppreſs the fe lings of 


nature at the fight of human ſufferings, were form- 


£4, by ihe ſpirit of the ſuperſtition which they had 


Is influ- 
euce in ci- 
1 EPS. 


adopted, to a national character more gentle than 
chat of any people in America. 


Irs influence operated even upon their civil inſti- 
iations, and tended to correct in them any thing that 


Was adverſe to gentleneſs of character. The domini- 


en of the Incas, though the moſt abſolute of all 
deſpotiſms, Was mitigated by its alliance with reli- 
gion. 


* Acoſta, lib. u. C. z. + Sec NOTE LXI. 
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gion. The mind was not humbled and depreſſed B BOOK 
by the idea of a forced ſubjection to the will of a 

ſuperior; obedience, paid to one who was believed 
3 to becloathed with divine authority, was — 
| yielded, and implied no degradation. The ſove- 
reign, conſcious that the ſubmiſſive reverence of 
his people flowed from their belief of his heavenly 
_ deſcent, was continually reminded of a diſtinction 
which prompted him to imitate that beneficent 
power which he was ſuppoſed to repreſent. In 

_ conſequence of thoſe impreſſions, there hardly oc- 

curs in the traditional hiſtory of Peru, any inſtance 
of rebellion againſt the reigning prince, and, 


among twelve ſucceſſive monarchs, there was not 
one tyrant. 


— 


Even the wars in which the Incas engaged, were and uſe on 
carried on with a ſpirit very different from that of ro 
| | ah yſtem. 

other American nations. They fought not, like 


ſavages, to deſtroy and exterminate; or, like the 


1 Mäexicans, to glut blood-thirſty divinities with hu- 
s | man ſacrifices. They conquered, in order to re- 
t claim and civilize the vanquiſhed, and to diffuſe 
d & --  - the knowledge of their own inſtitutions and arts. 
*, | Prifoners ſeem not to have been expoſed to the in- 
- KF fults and tortures, which were their lot in every 
of | part of the New World. The Incas took the 
n- | people whom they ſubdued under their protection, 
ad | and admitted them to a participation of all the ad- 
an vantages enjoyed by their original ſubjects. This 

— practice, ſo repugnant to American ferocity, and 
i. 7elembling the humanity of the moſt poliſhed na- 
uM tions, muſt be aſcribed, like other peculiarities 


which we have obſerved in the Peruvian manners, 
to the genius of their religion. The Incas, conſi- 
dering the homage paid to any object but the hea- 
venly powers which they adored, as impious, were 
fond of gaining proſely tes to cheir favourite ſyſ- 
derm. 


ni- 
all 

eli- 

jon. 
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BOOK tem. The idols of every conquered province were 

VIE carried in triumph to the great temple at Cuzco®, 
TTY and placed there as trophies of the ſuperior power 
of the divinity who was the protector of the em- 

pire. The people were treated with lenity, and 
inſtructed in the religious tenets of their new maſ- 

ters Þ, that the conqueror might have the glory of 


having added to the number of the votarics of his 
father the Sun. 


„ ſtate of property in Peru, was no 3 ſin- 
ſtate of pro- gular than that of religion, and contributed, likc- 
perty. | 

_ wiſe, towards giving a mild turn of character to 

the people. All the lands capable of cultivation 

were divided into three thares. One was conſe- 

crated to the Sun, and whatever it produced was 

applied towards the erection of temples, and fur- 

niſhing what was requiſite towards celebrating the 

public rites of religion. The other belonged to 

the Inca, and was fet apart as the proviſion made 

| by the community for the ſupport of government. 

The third and largeſt ſhare was reſerved for the 

maintenance of the people, among whom it was 

parcelled out. No perfon, however, had a right of 

excluſive property in the portion allotted to him. Y 

He poſſceſled it only for a year, at the expiration of 

which a new diviſion was made in proportion to 

the rank, the number, and exigencies of cach fa- 

mily. All thoſe lands were cultivated by the joint 
induſtry. of the community, The people, ſum- 

moned by a proper officer, repaired in a body to 

the fields, and performed their common taſk, ip le 

| ſongs and muſical inſtruments cheered them to 

aof their labour J. By this ſingular diſtribution f ter- 

ni. _TItory, as well as by the mode of cultiy ating 1t, the 

idea of a common intereſt, and of mutual ſubfer- 

| Vienc) Y 


„Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iv: c. 4. Vega, NV, v.. . 
＋ Herrera, dec. 5. lib. iv. c. 8. tf Herrera, dec. 
F. lib. i. e. 3, Vega, üb. v. c. 5. 
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viency was continually inculcated. Fach indivi- 


dual felt his connection with thoſe around him, 
and knew that he depended on their friendly aid for 


what increaſe he was to reap. A ſtate thus con- 


ſtituted may be conſidered as one great family, in 
which the union of members was ſo complete, and 


the exchange of good offices ſo perceptible, as to 
create ſtronger attachment, and to bind man to 


man in cloſer intercourſe, than ſubſifted under any 


form of ſociety cabliſhed i in America. From this 


(LO 


known in tne ſavage tate, and with *. hich the 
Mexicans were little acquainted. 


reſulted gentle manners, and mild virtues un- 


Bur though the inftitutions of the 206 were 
ſo framed as to ſtrengthen the bonds of affection ' 
among their ſubjects, there was great ineona ality in 

their condition. The diſtingion of ranks we 


fully eſtabliſhed in Peru. A great body of the” 


inhabitants under the Jenin of Yum OR, 


were held in a ſtate of ſervitude. Their cart and 


'S 


kouſes were on 1 form diff: rent from. W ole G ſ Ire = 


employed 10 . urdens, and in Rs ans 3 


every other work of drudgery . Next to the 1 in 


rank, were ſuch of the people as were free, but 
| Giftinguiſhed by no cl facial or hereditary honours. 


Above them were raiſed, thoſe whom the Spani- 


ards cal! Orej nes, from the ornaments worn in their 
ears. They formed what may be denominated the 
order. of nobles, and in peacc, as well as war 


neld every office of power or truſt . At the 


135 of all \ were L he 5 of the 5: in who, by 


* Herters, dec. 5. lib. 85 lib. x. e. 8. f Her- 
rera, dec, 5. lib. iv. c. 1 
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BO Kas much exalted above the Orejones as theſe were 
VII. elevated beyond the people. 


Site ef Such a forr1 of ſociety, from the union of its 


arte. members, as well as from tne diſtinction in their 


ranks, was favourable to progreſs in the arts. 
But the Spaniards, having been acquainted wih 


the improved ſtate of various arts in Mexico, teve- 


ral years before they difcovered Peru, were not to 
much ſtruck with what they obſerved in the latte: | 


country, and deſcribe the appearances of ingenuity 
there with leſs warmth of admiration. The Peru- 
vians, neverthelefs, had advanced far beyond the 


| Mexicans, both in the neceſſary arts of life, and 


in ſuch as have ſome title to the 1 name of ele- 
—_ 


Improved | In Peru, agriculture, the art of primary neceility 


ſtate of a- 


a in ſocial life, was more extenſive, and carried or 


with greater ſkill than in any part of America, 
The Spaniards in their progreſs through the coun- 
try, were ſo fully ſupplied with proviſions of every 


kind, that in the relation of their adventures we. 


meet with none of thoſe diſmal ſcenes of diſtreſs 


occaſioned by famine, in which the conquerors of 


Mexico were ſo often involved. The quantity of 
ſoil under cultivation was not left to the diſcretion 
of individuals, but regulated by public authority 


in proportion to the exigences of the community. 


Even the calamity of an  unfruitful ſeaſon was but 

Title felt, for the product of the lands conſecrated 
to the Sun, as well as thoſe ſet apart for the Inca, 
being depoſited in the Taz. bi, or public flor 
houſes, it remained there as a ſtated proviſion for 
times of ſcarcity x. As the extent of cultivation 


Was determined with ſuch provident attention t0 
_ the 


* Zarate, lib. 1. c. 14. Vega, lib. i. c. 8. 
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the demands of the ſtate, the invention and induſ-BOOK 


try of the Peruvians were called forth to extraordi- 
nary exertions, by certain defects peculiar to their 
climate and ſoil. All the vaſt rivers that flow from 
the Andes take their courſe eaſtward to the Atlantic 
Ocean. Peru is wattered only by ſome ſtreams 
which ruſh down from the mountains like torrents. 
A great part of the low country is ſandy and bar- 
ren, and never refreſhed with rain. In order to 
render ſuch an unpromiſing region fertile, the in- 
genuity of the Peruvians had recourſe to various 
expedients. By means of artificial canals, con- 
ducted, with much patience and conſiderable art, 
from the torrents that poured acroſs their country, 
they conveyed a regular ſupply of moiſture to their 
fields *. They enriched the ſoil by manuring it 
with the dung of ſea-fowls, of which they found 
an inexhauſtible ſtore on all the iſlands ſcattered 
along their coaſts T. In deſcribing the cuſtoms of 
any nation thoroughly civilized, ſuch practices 
would hardly draw attention, or be mentioned as 
in any degree remarkable, but in the hiſtory of the 
improvident race of men in the New World, they 
are entitled to notice as ſingular proofs of induſtry 
and of art. The uſe of the plough, indeed, was 
unknown to the Peruvians. They tarned up the 
earth with a kind of mattock of hard wood 1. Nor 
was this labour deemed ſo degrading as to be de- 
volved wholly upon the women. Both ſexes joined 
in performing this neceſſary work. Even the 
children of the Sun ſet an example of induſtry, by 
cultivating a field near Cuzco with their own 
hands, and they dignified this function by de- 
nominating it their triumph over the earth & 


os i 


| * Zarate, lib: 1. c. % Vega, lib. v. c. 1. & 247 Acoſta, 
lib. i e. 37 Vega, lib e. z. See NOTE IXIL. 
{ Zarate, lib. 1. c. 8. — | 
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Tar ſuperior ingenuity of the Peruvians is ob- 
vious, likewiſe, in the conſtruction of their houſ: s 
and public buildings. In the exteniive plaing 
which ſtretch along the Pacific Occen, where the 
{ky is perpetually Nerens, and the climate mild, 
their houſes were very properly of a fabric cx- 
tremely light. But in the higher regions, whcte 
rain falls, where the viciffitude of ſeaſons is known n, 


and their rigour felt, they were conſtructed with 
greater ſolidity. They were gene _ of a ſc Uars 


form, the walls about eight feet high, built wi 
bricks hardened in the ſun, the door 100 and Ara it, 


and without any windows. Simple as theſe {truc- 


tures were, and rude as the materials may ſeem to 


be of which they were formed, they were fo dur:- 
ble, that many of them {till ſubſiſt | in different parts 


of Pern, long after every monument that might 


have conveyed to us any idea of the domeſtic ate 
of the other American nations has vaniſhed from 


the face of the earth. But it was in the temples 


_ conlecrated to the Sun, and in the buildings deftin- 


ed for the refidence of their monarchs, that the 


Peruvians diſplayed the utmoſt extent of their ert 


and contrivance. The deſcriptions of them by 
inch of the Spaniſh writers as had an opportunity 
of f conternplat! ng them while, in ſome meaſure, 


entire, ment have appeared |: ighly exaggerat: d, 


if the ruins which ſtill remain, did not vouch the 
truth of Ys relations. Theſe ruins of ſacred or 
royal buildings are found in every province of i 

empire, and by their frequency demonſtrate the! 
they are monuments of a powerful people, why 
muſt have ſubfiſted, during a period of Gre ex- 
tent, in a ſtate of no :nconiiderable improvement. 
They appear to have been edifices various in the 
dimenſions. Some of a moderate ſize, many of 


immenſe extent, all remarkable for ſolidity, and 


| reſembling each other in the ftile . of architecture 


The temple of Pachacamac, together with a palace 


0 
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of the Inca, and a fortreſs, were fo connected to- B OO. K 


gether as to form one great ſtructure, above half a 


| ag le in circuit. in this prodigious pile, the ſame * 


ſingu lar taſte in bu: [ding 1s conſpicuous as in Other 


works of the Peruvians. As they were unac- 


quainted with the uſe of th pulley, and other me- 
chanical powers, and could not elevate the large 
itonzs and bricks which they employed in building 
to any conſiderable hight, the walls of this edifice, 
in which they ſeem to have made their greateſt 
effort towards magnificence, did not riſe above 


twelve feet from the ground. Though they bad 


not diſcovered the uſe of mortar or of any other 


cement in building, the bricks or ſtones were 6D 


with fo much nicety, that the ſeams can hardly be 
diſcerned *, The apartments, as far as the dit 


tribution of them can be traced in the ru ns, were. 
ill-ditpofed, and afforded little 8 tion. 
There was not a ſingle window in any part of the 


building; and as no light could enter but by the 


door, all the apartments of largeſt dimenſion muit 

cither have been perfectly dark, or illuminated by. 
ſome other means. But with all t theſe and many 
other imperfections that might be mentioned 
their art of building, the works of the P-ravians 
which {till remain muſt be conſidered as ſtupen— 
dous efforts of a people unacquainted with the uſe. 
of | "oO and convey to us an high id-a of the pow-. 
er poſſeſſed by their ancient monarchs. 


VII. 


5 


Turs r, however, were not the noh oft or moſt Theic pob- 


uſcful Works of the Incas. The tw: great roads 


from Cuzco to Quito, exten ling in an uninterrupt- 
elſtreteh above fiv-hundre llengues, are entitledt.) 


Fe higher praiſe. Tie one Was con Jace] turouan 
tlie 
See NOTE LXIII. 
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in repair, its courſe may ſtill be traced T. Such 
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the interior and mountainous country, the other 


through the plains on the ſea-coaſt. From the 


language of 2dmiration in which ſome of the early 
writers expreſs their aſtoniſhment when they firſt 


viewed thoſe roads, and from the more pompous 


deſcriptions of later writers, who labour to ſupport 


ſome favourite theory concerning America, one 
might be led to compare this work of the Incas to 


the famous military ways which remain as monu- 
ments of the Roman power: But in a country 
where there was no tame animal except the Llama, 


which was never uſed ſor draught, and but little as 


a beaſt of burden, where the high roads were ſeldom 


trod by any but a human foot, no great degree of 
labour and art was requiſite in forming them. 


The Peruvian roads were only fifteen feet in 


breadth *, and in many places fo ſlightly forrned, 
that time ſoon effaced every veſtige of the courſe 
in which they ran. In the low country little more 
ſcems to have been done, than to plant trees or to 


fix poſts at certain intervals, in order to mark the 
proper route to travellers. To open a path through 


the mountainous country was a more arduous taſſc. 


Eminences were levelled, and hollows filled up, 
and, for the preſervation of the road, it was fenced 


Vith a bank of turf, At proper diſtances, Tambs, 


or ſtorehouſes, were erected for the accommodati- 
on of the Inca and his attendants, in their progrels 
through his dominions. From the manner in 
which the road was originally formed in this high- 
er and more impervious region, it has proved more 
durable; and though, from the inattention of the 
Spaniards to every object but that of working their 
mines, nothing has been done towards keeping it 


Was 


* 1 c. bo. f Nerez, p. 189. 191. Zarate, lib. 
0 c4. Vega, lib. ix, c. 5 Bouguer Voyage, p- 
_ lloa Faleemem entos, p. 365. 
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was the celebrated road of the Incas; and even BOOK 
from this deſcription, diveſted of every circum- VII. 
ſtance of manifeſt exaggeration, or of ſuſpicious e 
| aſpect, it muſt be conſidered as a ſtriking proof of 5 

an extraordinary progreſs in improvement and | 

licy. To the ſavage tribes of America, the idea of | 

ſacilitating communication with places at a diſtance 

had never occurred. To the Mexicans it was 
7 hardly known. Even in the moſt civilized coun- 

tries of Europe, men had advanced far in refine- 

ment, before it became a regular object of national 


police to form ſuch roads 2 as render INterco! urſe com- 
modious. 5 


Tur forrnation of thoſe roads 3 ano- $24 bridges 


ther improvement in Peru equally unknown over 
all the reſt of America. In its courſe from ſouth to 
north, the road of the Incas was interſccted by all 
the torrents which roll from the Andes towards the 
Weſtern Ocean. From the rapidity of their courſe, 
as well as from the frequency and violence of their 
inundation, theſe were unnavigable. Some expe- 
dient, however, was to be found for paſſing them. 
The Peruvians, from their unacquaintance with 
the uſe of arches, and their inability to work in 

wood, could not conq ruct bridges either of ſtone 

or timber. But neceſſity the parent of invention 

| ſuggeſted a device which ſupplied that defect. 

| They formed cables of great ſtrength, bv twiſting 
| together ſome of the pliable v iths or oſiers, with 

| which their country abounds ; {1x of which they 
ſtretched acroſs the ſtream parallel to one another, 
and made them faſt on each file. Theſe they 
bound firmly together by interweaving ſmaller 
| ropes fo cloſe, as to form a compact piece of net- 

work, which, being cover red wit branches of trees 


and 
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BOOK and earth, they paſſed along it with tolerable ſecu. 


Vil. 


| Mode of 


navigation of which, the ingenuity of the Peruvi- 
ans appears to be far ſuperior to that of any people 
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rity *. Proper perſons were appointed to attend 
at each bridge, to keep them in repair, and to aſh 
paſſengers +. In the level country, where the rivers 
became deep and broad and ſtill, they are paſſed in 
Balgas, or floats; in the conſtruction, as well as 


in America. Theſe had advanced no farther in 
naval ſkill than the uſe of the paddle, or oar; the 
Peruvians ventured to raiſe a maſt, and ſpread Al 
| fail, by means of which their Balzas not only went 
nimbly before the wind, but could veer and tack 
with great celerity J. 


Nor were the ingenuity and art of the Peruvi- 


rehaing fil- ans confined ſolely to objects of effential utility. 


ver ore. 


worked below could thow out the ore, or hand tt 


They had made ſome progreſs in arts, which may 
be called elegant. They poſſeſſed the precious 
metals in greater abundance than any people of 
America. The ey obtained gold in the ſame manner 


with the Mexicans, by ſearching in the channels ol 


rivers, or waſhing the earth in which particles of 1! 
were contained. But in order to procure ſilver, 
they exerted no inconfiderable degree of (kill : and 
invention. They had not, indeed, attained th: 
art of ſinking a thaſt into the bowels of the earth, 
and: penetrating to the riches concealed there ; but 
they hollowed deep caverns on the banks of rivers, 
and the ſides of mountains, and emptied ſuch veins 
as did not dip ſuddenly be) ond their reach. 11 
other places, where the vein lay near the ſurface, 


they dug pits to ſuch a depth, that the perſon who 


a BG. * Bo 62 WHEY OSS 


up in baſkets 9d. They had diſcovered the : rt 


0 


* NOTE LXIV. . +. Sancho ap. Ram. iii. 367, B. Za. 
rate, lib. j. c ig. Vega, lid. ii. E. 75 8. Herrera, dec. 
lib, iv. c. 3, 45 1 Viloa Voy. i. 176, &c. $ Ramuli, 
Ut. 414, A. | 


ace, 


B. Za: 
dec. . 
muh, 
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of ſmelting and refining this, either by the ſimple BOOK 


application of fire, or where the ore was more 
ſtubborn, and impregnated with foreign ſubſtan- 
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«ces, by placing it in ſmall ovens or furnaces on 


high grounds, fo artificially conſtructed, that the 


draught of air performed the function of a bellows, 


a machine with which they were totally unac- 
quainted. By this {imple device, the purer ores 
were ſmelted with ſuch facility, that the quantity 


of ſilver in Peru was ſo conſiderable, that many of 


the utenſils employed in the functions of common 
Several of thoſe veſſels 
and trinkets are ſaid to have merited no ſmall de- 
gree of eſtimation, on account of the neatneſs of 
the workmanſhip, as well as the intrinſic value of 
the materials. But as the conquerors of America 
were well acquainted with the latter, but had 
ſcarcely any conception of the former, moſt of 
them were melted down, and rated according to 


life were made of it *. 


ſpotl. 


| In other works of mere curioſity, or orna- 


their weight and fineneſs in the diviſion of the 


ment, their ingenuity has been highly celebrated. 
Many of theſe have been dug out of the Guacas, 
or mounds of earth, with which they covered the 


| Works of 


elegance. 


bodies of the dead. Among theſe are mirrors of 


various dimenſions, of hard ſhining ſtones highly 
poliſned; veſſels of earthen ware of different 
forms; hatchets, and other inftruments, ſome 
deſtined for war, and others for labour. Some 


were of flint, ſome of copper, hardened to ſuch a 


degree by an unknown proceſs, as to ſupply the 
place of iron on ſeveral occaſions. Had the uſe 
of theſe tools formed of copper been general, the 
progreſs of the Peruvians in the arts might have 


Vor. II. 


* Acoſta, lib. iv. c. 4, 5. 


Ullba Entreten. 258. 


4 


been 


Vega, p. i. lib. viii. c. 28. 
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ROO K been ſuch, as to emulate that of more cultivatect 


VII. 


nations. 


But either the metal was ſo rare, or the 
operation by which it was hardened fo tedious, 


that their inſtrinnents of copper were few, and ſo 


extremely fmall, that they ſeem to have been 
employed only ur flighter works. But even to 


ſuch a circumſcribed uſe of this imperfect metal, 


the Peruvians were indebted for their ſuperiority 
to the other people of America in various arts *. 


The ſame obſervation, however, may be applied b 


to them, which I formerly made with reſpect to 


the arts of the Mexicans. 


An imper- 5 


ect civili- 
zation. 


No cities 


dut Cuſco, 


From ſeveral. ſpeci- 
mens of Peruvian utenſils and ornaments, which 


are depoſited in the royal cabinet ins Madrid, and. 


from ſome preſerved in different collections in 


Other parts of Europe, I have reaſon to believe, 
that the workmanſhip | 
account of the rude tools with which it was exe- 


1s more to be admired or: 


cuted, than on account of its intrinſic neatneſs 


and elegance; and that the Peruvians, though the 
moſt improved of all the Americans, were not 


advanced beyand the infancy of arts. 


Bur notw ithitanding ſo many cireumſtances, 
which ſeem to indicate an high degree of improve- 


ment in Peru, others occur that ſuggeſt the idea 


of a ſociety fill in the firſt Rages of its tranſition. 
from barbariſm- to civilization. 
minions of the Incas, Cuſco was the only place 
that had the appearance, or was entitled to 
the name of a city. Every where elſe, the 
people lived moſtly in detached habitations, diſ- 


perſed over the country, or, at the utmoſt, ſet- 


tled together in ſmall villages T. But until men 
are brought to aſſemble in numerous bodies, 
and incorporated in ſuch cloſe union, as to 
enjoy frequent intercourſe, and to feel mu- 
tual W they never imbibe 1 
0 


* Ulloa Voy. tom, 1. 381, &c. 
Þ Larates hb; i. c. 9. Herrera, dec. v. lib. vi. c. 4. 


In all the do- 


Id. Entreten. p. 369, &c. 
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the ſpirit, or aſſume the manners of ſocial B OO K 

life. In a country of immenſe extent, with Only +a 
h ſs of dh — 

one city, the progreſs of manners, and the im- 

provement either of the neceſſary or more refin- 

ed arts, muſt have been ſo ſlow, and carried on 

under ſuch diſadvantages, that it is more ſurpriſing 

the Peruvians ſhould have advanced fo far in 


_ refinement, than that "IT did not proceed far- 
ther. 


| In conſequence of this ſtate of impertect union, No perfect. 
the ſeparation of profeſſions in Peru was not ſo Prion 
complete as among the Mexicans. The less 
cloſely men aſſociate, the more ſimple are their 
manners, and the fewer their wants. The crafts 

of common and moſt neceſlary uſe in life do not, 

in ſuch a ſtate, become ſo complex or difficult, 

as to render it requiſite that men ſhould be trained 

to them by any particular courſe of education. 

All thoſe profeſſions were accordingly exerciſed by 

every Peruvian indiſeriminately. None but the 

artiſts, employed in works of mere curioſity or 
ornament, conſtituted a ſeparate order of men, 

or were diſtinguiſhed from other citizens *. 


From the want of cities in Peru, another Con- 1 jute come. 
ſequence followed. There was little commercial mance} Los. 
| intercourſe among the inhabitants of that great en- 

pire. The activity of commerce is coeval with 
y the foundation of cities; and from the moment 
e | that the members of any community ſettle in 
| conſiderable numbers in one place, its operations 
| become vigorous. The citizen muſt depend for 
ſubſiſtence on the labour of thoſe who cultivate 
the ground. They, in return, muſt receive ſome 
V equivalent. 


* Acoſta, lib. vi. "MIS Vega, lib. v. c. 9. Herrera, 
dec. v. lib. iv. 8 eee e 
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B 90 0 K equivalent. Thus mutual intercourſe is eſtabliſh- 


3 


ed, and the productions of art are regularly ex- 
changed tor the fruits of agriculture. In the towns 


of the Mexican empire, ſtated markets were 


held, and whatever could ſupply any want or de- 


fire of man was an object of commerce. But in 
Peru, from the ſingular mode of dividing pro- 


merce carried on between different provinces &, 
and the community was leſs acquainted with that 
actve intercourſe, which is at once a bond of uni- 


perty, and the manner in which the people were 
ſettled, there was ſcarcely any ſpecies of com- 


on, and an incentive to improvement. 


Unwarlike - 


ſpirit of the 
Peruvians, 


the rude nations in America, oppofed their invad- 


Bur the unwarlike ſpirit of the Peruvians was 
the moſt remarkable, as well as the moſt fatal 
defect in their characters +. The greater part of 


ers with undaunted ferocity, though with little 
conduct or ſucceſs. The Mexicans maintained 


the ſtruggle in defence of their liberties, with 


:uch perſevering fortitude, that it was with diff- 


culty the Spaniards triumphed over them. Peru 


was ſubdued at once, and almoſt without reſiſt- 


ance; and the moſt favourable opportunities of 


regaining their freedom, and cruſhing their op- 


preſſors, were loſt through the timidity of the 


people. Though the traditional hiſtory of the 


Peruvians repreſents all the Incas as warlike 


princes, frequently at the head of armies which 


they led to victory and conqueſt; few ſymptoms 
of ſuch a martial ſpirit appear in any of their ope- 


rations ſubſequent to the invaſion of the Spaniards. 


The influence, Phan of thoſe inſtitutions 


which 


* - Vegn, lib. vi. c. 8. ö + Xerez, 190. Sancho 


ap. Ram. iii. 372, Herrera, dec. v. lth. „ 


ds. 


INS 


cho 
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the fact is certain, and there is not an inſtance in 
hiſtory of any people ſo little advanced in refine- 


ment, fo totally deſtitute of military talents and 


enterprize. This character hath deſcended to their 


poſterity. The Indians of Peru are now more 


325 
which rendered their manners gentle, gave their BOOK 
minds this unmanly ſoftneſs ; perhaps, the con- VII. 

ſtant ſerenity and mildneſs of the climate may 
have enervated the vigour of their frame; per- 
haps, ſome principle in their government, un- 
known to us, was the occaſion of this political 
debility. Whatever may have been the cauſe, 


— 


tame and depreſſed than any people of America. 
The feeble ſpirits, relaxed in lifeleſs inaction, 


uon. 


ſeem hardly capable of any bold or manly exer- 


Bur, beſides thoſe capital defects in the poli- 


their manners. The ſame cruel cuſtom, that 
prevailed in ſome of the moſt ſavage tribes, ſub- 


tical ſtate of Peru, ſome detached circumſtances 
and facts occur in the Spaniſh writers which 
diſcover a conſiderable remainder of barbarity in 


ſiſted among the Peruvians. On the death of the 


Incas, and of other eminent perſons, a conſider- 


able number of their attendants were put to 


death, and interred around their Guaca, that they 


might appear in the next world with their former 


dignity, and be ſerved with the fame reſpect. 


On the death of Huana-Capac, the moſt power- 


ful of their monarchs, above a thouſand victims 
were doomed to accompany him to the tomb *. 


In one particular, their manners appear to have 


been more barbarous than thoſe of moſt rude 


tribes. Though acquainted with the uſe of fire 


in preparing maize, and other vegetables for food; 


they devoured both fleſh and fiſh perfectly raw, 


and 


-*: Acolla, eee 
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BOOK and aſtoniſhed the Spaniard, with a practice re- 
_— pugnant 10 the ideas of all civilized people &. 


Quberdomi- ByT though Mexico and Peru are the poſſeſſi 
5 in ons of Spain in the New World, which, on ac- 


America. count both of their ancient and preſent fate, 


have attracted the greateſt attention ; her other 


dominions there are far from being inconſidera- 
ble, either in extent or value. Moſt of them 
Vere reduced to ſubjection during the firſt part of 
the ſixteeenth century, by private adventurers, 
who fitted out their ſmall armaments either in 
Hiſpaniola, or in Old Spain, and were we to fol- 
low each leader in his progreſs, we ſhould diſco- 
ver the ſame daring courage, the ſame perſevering 
ardour, the ſame rapacious deſire a umn and 


the ſame capacity of enduring and{ſurmounting Þ 


every thing in order to attain it, which-diſtinguiſh- 


ed the operations of the Spaniards i in their greater & 


But, 


American conqueſts. 


inſtead of entering Þ 


into a detail, which, Gm: the ſimilarity of the! 
tranſactions, would appear almoſt a repetition of | 


what has been already related, I ſhall ſatisfy my- 


A brief for- ſelf with ſuch a view of thoſe provinces of the] 


fth 
14yorthem. Spaniſh empire in America, which have not h. 
therto been mentioned, as may convey to my] 


readers a more adequate idea of its greatnels, fer E 


tility, and opulence. 


Such as are 
adjacent to 


of Mexico. ſtitutions I have 


America. 


Spain extends over ſeveral provinces, which wer 
not ſubject to the dominion of the Mexicans 
Cinaloa and The rites of Cinaloa and Sonora, that ſtretc\Þ 


Sonora, &c. 


* Xeres, p. 190. 


dec. V. lib. i, c; 3. 


Sancho, Ram. ni, 372. 


I BrG1N with the countries contiguous to tue] 
| the empire two great monarchies, of whole hiftory and in. 
given ſome account, and ſhall | 
then briefly deſcribe the other diſtricts 'of Spaniſh . 
The juriſdiction of the viceroy of Nev 


t 


along the eaſt fide of the Vermilion fea, or gulf 0 
N oh. 


C. Herren 
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of California, as well as the immenſe kingdoms B 
of New Navarre and New Mexico, which bend 


| the ſovereignty of Montezuma, or his predeceſſors. 


tries, is indeed extremely ſmall. 
Maid to have ſubdued, rather than to have occupied 5 
them. But if the population! in their ancient eſta- 
bliſhments in America ſhall continue to increaſe, 
they may gradually ſpread over thoſe diſtricts, of 


| which, however inviting, they have not hitherto 
been able to take poſſeſſion. 


Ort circumſtance may contribute to the ſpeedy Rich mines, 
population of ſome diſtricts. 
both of gold and filver have been diſcovered in 
man 
| Wherever theſe are opened, and worked with 
| ſucceſs, a multitude of people reſort. 
do ſupply them with the neceſſaries of life, culti- 
vation muſt be increaſed, artiſans of various kindes 


will be 
| this have occurred in different parts of America 
ſince they fell under the dominion of the Spani- 
Populous villages and large towns have 
E ſuddenly ariſen amidſt uninhabited wilds and 


ards. 


Theſe regions, not inferior in magnitude to all the 
Mexican empire, are reduced more or leſs com- 
pletely under the Spaniſh yoke. The. extend 


through the moſt delightful part of the temperate 


zone; their ſoil is, in general, remarkably fertile, 
and all their productions, whether animal or ve- 
getable, are moſt perfect in their kind. They 


have all a communication either with the Pacific 


Ocean, or with the Gulf of Mexico, and are wa- 
tered by fuck rivers as not only enrich them, but 
may become ſubſervient to commerce. The 
number of Spaniards ſettled in thoſe vaſt coun- 


They may be 


Very rich mines 


y of the regions which I have mentioned. 


mult aſſemble, and induſtry as well as wealth 


gradually diffuſed. Many examples of 


mountains; and the working of mines, though 


ch far from being the moſt REPEL object towards 


which 


8 
© 
OOK 


In order 
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VII. 


towards the weſt and north, did not acknowledge — 
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{ BOOK which the attention of an infant ſociety ſhould 
VIE be turned, may become the means both of pro- 
moting uſeful activity, and of augmenting the 
A recent number of people. A recent and ſingular in- 
and remark- ſtance of this has happened, which, as it is but lit- 
vey, tle known in Europe, and may be productive of 
great effects, merits attention. The Spaniards 
| ſettled in the provinces of Cinaloa and Sonora, 
I had been long diſturbed by the depredations of 
| | ſome fierce tribes of Indians. In the year 1765, | 
their incurſions became ſo frequent, and fo de- 
ſtructive, that the inhabitants, in deſpair, applied 
to the Marquis de Croix, viceroy of Mexico, for 
ſuch a body of troops as might enable them to 
drive thoſe formidable invaders from their places 
of retreat in the mountains. But the treaſury of 
Mexico was ſo much exhauſted by the vaſt ſums F 
drawn from it, in order to ſupport the late war 
againſt Great Britain, that the viceroy could afford 
them no aid, The reſpect due to his virtues, ac- þ 
_ compliſhed what his official power could not effect. 
He prevailed with the merchants to advance“ 
about two hundred thouſand peſos for detraying þ | 
the expence of the expedition. The war was con. 
f 


ducted by an officer of abilities; and after being] 
protracted for three years, chiefly by the difficulty þ 
of purſuing the fugitives over mountains and 
through defiles which were almoſt impaſlable, i 
terminated in the year 1771, in the final ſubmiſſion 
of the tribes, which had been ſo long the object of 
terror to the two provinces. In the courſe of thi 
ſervice, the Spaniards marched through countries] 


into which they ſeem not to have penetrated be] „ 
fore that time, and diſcovered mines of ſuch va. 

| hue, as was aſtoniſhing even to men acquainted] g 
with the riches contained in the mountains of the 


[hi New World. At Cineguilla, in the province df“ 
1 Sonora, they entered a plain of fourteen league} 

m extent, in Which they found gold in grains, 4 

h | =p} 


exploring this neglected province, 
vilizing its rude inhabitants, imperceptibly ac- 
| quired a dominion over it as complete as that 

| fo they | —_—_ in their miſſions in Paraguay, 
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that ſome of them weighed nine marks, and in 
ſuch quantities, that in a ſhort time, with a few 
labourers, they collected a thouſand marks of 


gold in grains, even without taking time to waſh | 


the earth that had been dug, which appeared to 
be ſo rich, that perſons of ſkill computed that it 
might yield what would be equal in value to a mil- 
lion of peſos. 
above two thouſand perſons were ſettled in Gine- 


guilla, under the government of proper ma- 
giſtrates, and the inſpection of ſeveral ' WAG 
| alles 
riches to that of Cineguilla, have been diſcover- 
ed, both in Sonora and Cinaloa“, it is probable 


As ſeveral other mines, not inferior in 


that theſe neglected and thinly inhabited pro- 


vinces, may ſoon become as populous and valua- 
ble as any part of the Spaniſh empire in America. 


| Tux peninſula of California on the other ſide California, 
of the Vermilion ſea, ſeems to have been = 
'F known to the ancient Mexicans, than the 
vinces which I have mentioned. It was difoorered 
| by Cortes in the year 1 526 (See Book V.) 
During a long period it continued to be fo little 
frequented, that even its form was unknown, and 
in moſt charts it was repreſented as an iſland, not 


as a peninſula T. Though the climate of this 
country, if we may judge from its ſituation, muſt 
he very deſirable ; 
progreſs in peopling | it. 
laſt century, 


Towards the cloſe of the 
the Jeſuits, who had great merit in 
and in ct- 


and 


* See NOTE LXV. + See NOTE LXVI. 


the Spaniards have made ſmall. 
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the depth of only ſixteen inches, of ſuch a ſize, B 15 1 K 
* 


Before the end of the year 17) 1, Probable 
—_— of 


its ſtate 3 "oY 
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BOOK and they laboured to introduce into it the ſame 
policy, and to govern the natives by the ſame 
maxims. In order to prevent the court of Spain 
from conceiving any jealouſy of their deſigns and 
operations, they ſeem ſtudiouſly to have depre- 
clated the country, by repreſenting the climate as 
ſo diſagreeable and unwholeſome, and the ſoil as ſo 
barren, that nothing but their zealous deſire of 
converting the natives, conld have induced them 
to ſettle there &. Several public-ſpirited-citizens 
endeavoured to undeceive their ſovereigns, and to 
bile? of 3 give them a better view of California; but in 
improve- vain. At length, on the expulſion of the Jeſuits 
het from the Spaniſh dominions, the court of Ma- 
drid, as prone at that juncture to ſuſpect the 
purity of the Order's intentions, as formerly to 
confide in them with implicit truſt, appointed 
Don Joſeph Galvez, whoſe abilities have ſince 
raiſed him to the high rank of miniſter for the In- 
dies, to viſit that peninſula. His account of the 
country was favourable; he found the pearl fiſh- | 
_ ery on its coaſts to be valuable, and diſcovered 
mines of gold of a very promiſing appearance f 
From its vicinity to Cinaloa and Sonora, it is pro- 
bable, that if the population of theſe provinces 
ſhall increaſe in the manner which I have ſuppoſed, 
California may, by degrees, receive from them 
ſuch a recruit of inhabitants, as to be no longer 
reckoned among the deſolate and uſeleſs diſtricts 
of the Spaniſh empire. 


Yocatanand Oy the eaſt of Mexico, Yucatan and Hondu- 
Honduras, 
las are comprehended in the government of New 
Spain, though anciently they can hardly be ſaid 
to have formed a part of the Mexican empire. 
Theſe large provinces, ſtretching from the Bay of 
Campeachy beyond Cape Gracias a Dios, do Tk 
55 
# "Veen Hiſt. of California, 1. 26. 
t Lorenzano, 349, 350- 
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like the other territories of Spain in the NewBOOK 


World, derive their value either from the fertility 
of their ſoil, or the richneſs of their mines, but 
they yield in greater abundance, than any part of 
America, the logwood tree, which, in dying 


| ſome colours, is fo far preferable to any other ma- 


terial, that the conſumption of it in Europe is 
conſiderable, and it has become an article in com- 


merce of great value. During a long period, go 


European nation intruded upon the Spaniards in 
thoſe provinces, or attempted to obtain any ſhare 


in this branch of trade. But after the conqueſt 
of Jamaica by the Engliſh, it ſoon appeared what 

a formidable rival was now ſeated in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Spaniſh territories. One of the 
firſt objects that tempted the Engliſh, was the 
great profit ariſing from the logwood trade, and 
the facility of wreſting ſome portion of it from 
the Spaniards. Some adventurers from Jamaica 
made the firſt attempt at Cape Catoche, the ſouth- 
_ eaſt promontory of Yucatan, and by cutting log- 
wood there, carried on a gainful traffic. When 
moſt of the trees near the coaſt in that place were 


felled, they removed to the iſland of Triſt, in 
the Bay of Campeachy ; and in latter times, their 


principal ſtation has been in the Bay of Honduras. 
The Spaniards, alarmed at this encroachment, 


endeavoured by negociation, remonſtrances, and 


open force, to prevent the Engliſh from obtaining 
any footing on that part of the American conti- 


nent. But after ſtruggling againſt it for more 


than a century, the diſaſters of laſt war extorted 
from the court of Madrid a reluctant conſent to 
tolerate this ſettlement of foreigners in the heart 
ok its territories *. The pain which this humbling 


:onceſhion occaſioned, ſeems to have ſuggeſted a 
method of rendering it of little conſequence, 

8 more 
* Treaty of Paris, Art. xvili. 
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BOOK more effectual than all the efforts of negociation 


or violence. The logwood produced on the weſt 
coaſt of Yucatan, where the ſoil is drier, is in 
quality far ſuperior to that which grows on marſhy 
grounds where the Engliſh are ſettled. By en- 
couraging the cutting of this, and permitting the 


- importation of it into Spain without paying any 
duty *, ſuch vigour has been given to this declin- 


ing branch of commerce, and the logwood which 
the Engliſh bring to market has ſunk ſo much in 
value, that their trade to the Bay of Honduras has 


gradually declined + ſince it obtained a legal ſanc- 


tion; and, it is probable, will ſoon be finally aban- 


doned. In that event, the provinces of Yucatan 


and Honduras will become poſſeſſions of conſider- 
able importance to Spain. 


ST1LL farther eaſt than Honduras lie the two 
provinces of Coſta Rica and Veragua, which like- 
wiſe belong to the vice-royalty of New Spain; 
but both have been ſo much neglected by the 


Spaniards, and are apparently of ſuch ſmall value, 


that they merit no particular attention. 


Tux moſt important province depending on 
me vice- royalty of Peru, is Chili. The Incas 


had eſtabliſhed their dominion in ſome of its ſou- 


thern diſtricts; but in the greater part of the 
country, its gallant and high-ſpirited inhabitants 
maintained their independence. The Spaniards, 


allured by the fame of its opulence, early at- 


tempted the conqueſt of it under Diego Almagro; 
and after his death, Pedro de Valdivia reſumed 
the deſign. Both met with fierce oppoſition. The 
former relinquiſhed the enterprize in the manner 
which I have mentioned . The latter after hav- 

ing 


* Real Cedula, Campomanes, iii. 145, 
+ See NOTE LXVII. 1 Book vi. 
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ing given many diſplays, both of courage and BOOK 
military ſkill, was cut off with a conſiderable VII. 
body of troyps under his command. Franciſco nes 
de Villagra, his lieutenant, by his ſpirited con- 
duct, checked the natives in their career, and ſav- 
ed the remainder of the Spaniards from deſtructi- 
on. By degrees, all the champaign country along 
the coaſt was ſubjected to the Spaniſh dominion. 
The mountainous country is ſtill poſſeſſed by the 
Puelches, Araucos, and other tribes of its origi- 
nal inhabitants, formidable neighbours to the 
Spaniards ; with whom, during the courſe of two 
centuries, they have been obliged to maintain 


_ perpetual hoſtility, ſuſpended only by a few inter- 
vals of inſecure peace. 


Tran part of Chili then, which may properly 1 
be deemed a Spaniſh province, is a narrow diſ- of its cli. 
trict, extending along the coaſt from the defert Rx #24 
of Atacamas to the iſland of Chiloe, above nine. 
hundred miles. Its climate is the moſt delicious 

of the New World, and 1 is hardly equalled by that 
of any region on the face of the earth. Though 
| bordering on the Torrid Zone, it never feels the 
extremity of heat, being ſcreened on the eaſt by 
the Andes, and refreſhed from the weſt by cool- 
ing ſea-breezes. The temperature of the air is 
| fo mild and equable, that the Spaniards give it 
wle preference to that of the ſouthern provinces 
in their native country. The fertility of the foil 


' UF correſponds with the benignity of the climate, 
i HW and is wonderfully accommodated to European 
productions. The moſt valuable of theſe, corn, 


wine and oil, abound in Chili, as if they had 
been native to the country. All the fruits 16, th 
imported from Europe attain to full maturity e 
there. The animals of our hemiſphere not only 111 
multiply, but improve in this delightful region. Hy 
The horned cattle are of larger ſize than 1 re 


224 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BOOK Of Spain. Its breed of horſes ſurpaſſes, both in 
VII. beauty and in ſpint, the famous Andalufian race, 


from which they ſprang. Nor has nature ex- 


hauſted her bounty on the ſurface of the earth; 
ſhe has ſtored its bowels with riches. Valuable 
mines of gold, of ſilver, of copper, and of lead, 
have been diſcovered in various parts of it. 


Cauſe of its A counTRY diſtinguiſhed by fo many bleſſ- 
beiog ne. ings, we may be apt to conclude, would early 
. become a favourite ſtation of the Spaniards, and 
9 280 muſt have been cultivated with peculiar predi- 
lection and care. Inſtead of this, a great part of 
it remains unoccupied. In all this extent of coun- 
try, there are not above eighty thouſand white 


inhabitants, and about three times that number of 
negroes and people of a mixed race. The moſt 
fertile ſoil in America lies uncultivated, and ſome 


of its moſt promiſing mines remain unwrought. 
Strange as this neglect of the Spaniards to avail 
themſelves of advantages, which ſeemed to court 


their acceptance, may appear, the cauſes of it can 


be traced. The only intercourſe of Spain with 
its colonies in the South Sea, was carried on during 
two centuries by the annual fleet to Porto- bello. 


All the produce of the colonies, were ſhipped in 


the ports of Callao, or Arica in Peru, for Pana- 


ma, and carried from thence acroſs the iſthmus. 


All the commodities which they received from the 
mother-country, were conveyed from Panama to 
the fame harbours. Thus both the exports and 

imports of Chili paſſed through the hands of the 


merchants of Peru. Theſe had of courſe a profit 
on each; and in both tranſactions the Chileſe felt 


their own ſubordination; and having no direct in- 


tercourſe with the parent ſtate, they depended 


upon another province for the diſpoſal of their 
productions, as well as for the ſupply of their 
wants. Under ſuch diſcouragements, popula- 

| | SA 5, 
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tion could not increaſe, and induſtry was deſti- B O O K 
tute of one chief incitemeat. But now that Spain, VII. 
| from motives which I ſhall mention hereafter, has TY 
| adopted a new ſyſtem, and carries on her com- its improve- 
merce with the colonies in the South Sea, by ſhips . 
Which go round Cape Horn, a direct intercourſe 
| is opened between Chili and the Mother- country. 
The gold, the ſilver, and the other commodities 
ol the province will be exchanged in its own 
| harbours for the manufactures of Europe. Chili 
| may ſpeedily riſe into that importance among the 
| Spaniſh ſettlements to which it is entitled by its 
natural advantages. It may become the granary 
| of Peru, and the other provinces along the Paci- 
fic Ocean ; it may ſupply them with wine, with 
| cattle, with horſes, with hemp, and many other 
| articles for which they now depend upon Europe. 
| Though the new ſyſtem has been eſtabliſhed only 
| a few years, thoſe effects of it begin already to 
be obſerved *. If it ſhall be adhered to with any 
| Readineſs for half a century, one may venture to 
| foretell, that population, induſtry and opulence 
| will advance in this province with rapid progrets. 


To the eaſt of the Andes, the provinces of Provinces of 
| Tucuman and Rio de la Plata, border on Chili, Ride 
and like it were dependent on the vice-royalty of la Plata. 
Peru. Theſe regions of immenſe extent ſtretch Northern 
in length from north to ſouth above thirteen hun- u 
| dred miles, and in breadth more than a thouſand. = 
This country, which is larger than moſt European 
F «ngdoms, naturally forms itſelf into two great 

diviſions, one on the north, and the other on the 
| fouth of Rio de la Plata. The former compre- 
| hends Paraguay, the famous miſſions of the Je- 
fats, and ſeveral other diſtricts. But as diſputes 
have long ſubſiſted between the courts of Spain 
1 wy 5 , ne 


* Campomanes, ii. 157. 
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BOOK and Portugal, concerning its boundaries, which, 
VII. it is probable, will be ſoon finally aſcertained, 
either amicably, or by the deciſion of the ſword, 
I chuſe to reſerve my account of this northern di- 
viſion, until I enter upon the hiſtory of Portu- 
gueſe America, with which it is intimately con- 
nected; and, in relating it, I ſhall be able from 
authentic materials, ſupplied both by Spain and 


Portugal, to give a full and accurate deſcription 


of the operations and views of the Jeſuits, in 
rearing that ſingular fabric of policy in America, 
which has drawn ſo much attention, and has been 
ſo imperfectly underſtood. The latter diviſion 
of the province contains the governments of Tu— 
cuman and Buenos-Ayres, and to theſe I ſhall at 
_ preſent confine my obſervations. 


view of the Tar Spaniards entered this part of Ameri 


latter. by the river De la Plata, and though a ſucceſſion 
of cruel diſaſters befell them in their early attempts 
to eſtabliſh their dominion there, they were en- 
cCouraged to perſiſt in the deſign, at firſt by the 
hopes of diſcovering mines in the interior coun- 
try, and afterwards by the neceſſity of occupying 
it, in order to prevent any other nation from ſet- 
ting there, and penetrating by this route into their 
rich poſſeſſions in Peru. But except Euenos- 
Ayres, they have made no ſettlement of any 
conſequence in all the vaſt ſpace which I have 
mentioned. There are, indeed, ſcattered ove 
it, a few places on Which they have beſtowed the 
name of towns, and to which they have endes. 
voured to add ſome dignity, by erecting them in- 

to biſhopricks ; but they are no better than paltry 
villages, each with two or three hundred inhab- 


tants. One circumſtance, however, which was 10: 
originally foreſeen, has contributed to render 1 


diſtrict, though thinly peopled, of conſiderable in: 
portance. The province of Tucuman, togethe 
with the country to the ſouth of the Plata, inſtead d 
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ca, forms one vaſt open plain, almoſt without a tree. 
The ſoil is a deep fertile mold, watered by man 

ſtreams deſcending from the Andes, and clothed 
in perpetual verdure. In this rich paſturage, the 


horſes and cattle imported by the Spaniards from 


being covered with wood like other parts of Ameri- B 0 0 K 


VII, 


; ; i 


Europe have multiplied to a degree which almoſt 
exceeds belief. This has enabled the inhabitants 


not only to open a lucrative trade with Peru, by 
ſupplying it with cattle, horſes, and mules, but 
to carry on a commerce no leſs beneficial, by the 
exportation of hides to Europe. From both the 


colony has derived great advantages. But its 


commodious ſituation for carrying on contraband 


trade, has been the chief ſource of its proſperity. 
While the court of Madrid adhered to its ancient 


ſyſtem, with reſpect to its communication with 


America, the river De la Plata lay ſo much out of 


the courſe of Spaniſh navigation, that interlopers, 


almoſt without any riſque of either being obſerved 


or obſtructed, could pour in European manufac- 


tures in ſuch quantities, that they not only ſup- 
plied the wants of the colony, but were conveyed _ 
into all the eaſtern diſtricts of Peru. When the 


Portugueſe in Braſil extended their ſettlements to 
the banks of Rio de la Plata, a new channel was 


opened, by which prohibited commodities flowed 


into the Spaniſh territories, with {till more faci- 


lity, and in greater abundance. This illegal 


traffic, however detrimental to the parent ftate, 


contributed to the increaſe of the ſettlement, 
Which had the immediate benefit of it, and Buenos 
| Ayres became gradually a populous and opulent 
town, What may be the effect of the alteration 
lately made in the government of this colony, the 
nature of which ſhall be deſcribed in the ſubſe 


quent Book, cannot hitherto be known. Ee 
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Other ter- 


ritories of 


Spain, 


from the eaſtern fromier of New Spain to the 
mouth of the Orinoco ; the latter, the New King- 
dom of Granada, ſituated in the interior country. 
With a ſhort view of theſe I ſhall cloſe this part 


Darien, 
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ALL the other territories of Spain in the New 
World, the iſlands excepted, of whoſe diſcovery 
and reduction I have formerly given an account, 
are comprehended under two great diviſions ; the 
former denominated the kingdom Tierra Firme, 
the provinces of which ſtretch along the Atlantic, 


of my work. 


Io the eaſt of Veragua, the laſt province fub- 
jeck to the viceroy of Mexico, lies the iſthmus of 


Darien. Though it was in this part of the con- 


tinent, that the Spaniards firſt began to plant co- 


lonies, they have made no conſiderable progreſs in 


ö peopling i it. As the country is extremely moun- 
tainous, deluged with rain during a good part of 


the year, remarkably unhealthful, and contains 


no mines of great value, they would probably 
have abandoned it altogether, if they had not 


been allured to continue by the excellence of the 
harbour of Porto-bello on the one ſea, and that of 
Panama on the other. Theſe have been called 


the keys to the communication between the north 


and ſouth fea, between Spain and her moſt va- 
luable colonies. In conſequence of this advan- 
tage, Panama has become a confiderable and 


thriving town. The peculiar noxiouſneſs of its 


climate has prevented Porto-bello from increaſing 


im the ſame proportion. As the intercourſe with 


the ſettlements in the Pacific Ocean, is now car- 


ried on by another channel, it is probable that 


both Porto-bello and Panama will decline, when 
no longer nouriſhed and enriched by that com- 
merce, to which they were indebted for their 5 
ſperity, and even their exiſtence. 


Tus 


HISTORY OF AMERICA 339 
THe provinces of Carthagena and Santa Mar-BO OK 


tha, ſtretch to the eaſtward of the iſthmus of Da- 


rien. The country ſtill continues mountainous, Carthigens 
but 1ts vallies begin to expand, are well watered, and Santa 


and extremely fertile. Pedro de Heredia ſub- Wa. 
jected this part of America to the erown of Spain, 


about the year 1532. It 1s thinly peopled, and 


of courſe ill cultivated. It produces, however, a 
variety of valuable drugs, and ſome precious 
ſtones, particularly emeralds. But its chief im- 

rtance 1s derived from the harbour of Cartha- 
gena, the ſafeſt and beſt fortified of any in the 


American dominions of Spain. In a ſituation fo 
favourable, commerce ſoon began to flouriſh. As 
; early as the year 1544, it ſeems to have been a 
| town of ſome note. But when Carthagena was 


choſen as the port in which the galeons ſhould firſt 
begin to trade on their arrival from Europe, and 
to which they were directed to return, in order to 


prepare for their voyage homeward, the com- 
merce of its inhabitants was ſo much favoured by 
| this arrangement, that it ſoon became one of the 
| moſt populous, opulent, and beautiful cities in 
America. There is, however, reaſon to appre- 
hend, that it has reached its higheſt point of ex- 
| altation, and that it will be ſo far affected by the 
change in the Spaniſh ſyſtem of trade with Ame- 
nca, which has withdrawn from it the deſirable 
vilits of the galeons, as to feel at leaſt a temporary 
decline. But the wealth now collected there, 
| mult find or create employment for itſelf, and 
may be turned with advantage into ſome new 
channel. Its harbour is fo ſafe, and fo conveni- 
ently ſituated for receiving commodities from 
| Europe, its merchants have been ſo long accuſ- 
lomed to convey theſe into all the adjacent pro- 


vinces, that it is probable they will {till retain 
this branch of trade, and Carthagena continue to 
be a city of great importance. 1 
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VII. 


Venezuela. 
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the eaſt, was firſt viſited by Alonſo de Ojeda, in 
the year 1499 *; and the Spaniards, on their 
landing there, having obſerved ſome huts in an 


Indian village built upon piles, in order to raiſe 


them above the ſtagnated water which covered the 
plain, were Ied to beſtow upon it the name of Ve- 
nezuela, or little Venice, by their uſual propen- 
ſity to find a reſemblance, between what they dit- 
covered in America, and the objects which were fa- 


miliar to them in Europe. They made fore at- 


tempts to ſettle there, but with little ſucceſs. The 


final reduction of the province was accompliſhed 
by means very different from thoſe to which Spain 
was indebted for its other acquiſitions in the New 
World. The ambition of Charles V. often en- 
gaged him in operations of ſuch variety and extent, 
that his revenues were not ſufficient to defray the 


expence of carrying them into execution. Among 


other expedients for ſupplying the deficiency of 
his funds, he had borrowed large ſums from the 
Velſers of Augſburgh, the moſt opulent merchants 
at that time in Europe. By way of retribution for 
theſe, or in hopes, perhaps, of obtaining a new 
loan, he beſtowed upon them the province of Ve- 


nezuela, to be held as an hereditary fief of the 


crown of Caſtile, on condition that within a l- 
mited time they ſhould render themſelves maiters 


of the country, and eſtabliſh a colony there. Un- 


der the direction of ſuch perſons, it might have 
been expected, that a ſettlement would have been 


_ eſtabliſhed on maxims very different from thoſe of 


the Spaniards, and better calculated to encourage 


ſuch uſeful induſtry, as they might have known to 


be the only certain ſource of proſperity and opt 


tence. But unfortunately they committed tit 
execution of their plan, to ſome of thoſe ſoldier 
| 0 
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of fortune with which Germany abounded in che BOOK 
fixteenth century. Theſe adventurers, impatient VII. 


to amaſs riches, that they might ſpeedily aban— 4 


don a flation which they ſoon diſcovered to be 
very uncomfortable, inſtead of planting a colony 
that might have cultivated and improved the coun- 
try, wandered from diſtrict to diſtrict in ſearch of 
mines, plundering the natives with unfeeling ra- 
pacity, or oppreſſing them by the impoſition of 
intolerable taſks. In the courſe of a few years, 
their avarice and exactions, in compariſon with | 
which thoſe of the Spaniards were moderate, de- 
ſolated the province fo completely, that it could 
hardly afford them ſubſiſtence, and the Velſers re- 
linquiſhed a property, from which the inconſi- 
derate conduct of their agents left them no hope 
of ever denving any advantage“. When the 
wretched remainder of the Germans deſerted Ve- 


nezuela, the Spaniards again took poſſeſſion of it; 
but, notwithſtanding many natural advantages, 


it is one of their moſt languiſhing and unproduc- 
tive ſettlements. 


Tus provinces of Caraccas and Cumana are Caraccas 
the laſt of the Spaniſh territories on this coaſt , but _ 
in relating the origin and operations of the mer- 
cantile company, in which an excluſive right of 
trade with them has been veſted, I ſhall hereafter 


have occahon to conſider their ſlate and produc- 
tions. | 


Tur New Kingdom of Granada is entirely an New king 
inland country of vaſt extent. This important naga. | 
addition was made to the dominions of Spain 
about the year 1526, by Sebaſtian de Benalcazar 
and Gonzalo Ximenes de Queſada, two of the 
braveſt and moſt accompliſhed officers employed 


I 


* Oviedo y Bagnos Hiſt, de Venezuela, p. ti, &. 
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BOOK in the conqueſt of America. The former, who 


commanded at that time in Quito, attacked it 


from the ſouth ; the latter made his invaſion from 


Santa Martha on the north. As the original in- 
| habitants of this region were farther advanced in 
improvement, than any people in America but 
the Mexicans and Peruvians *, they defended 
themſelves with great reſolution and good con- 
duct. The abilities and perſeverance of Benal- 
cazar and Queſada ſurmounted all oppoſition, 
though not without encountering many dangers, 

and reduced the OF into the form of a Spa- 
niſh province. 


TRE New ug deem of Granada is ſo far ele- 
vated above the level of the ſea, that though it 
approaches almoſt to the equator, the climate 1s re- 
markably temperate. The fertility of its vallies is 
not inferior to that of the richeſt diſtrifts in Ame- 
rica, and its higher grounds yield gold and pre- 
cious ſtones of various kinds. It is not by dig- 
ging into the bowels of the earth that this gold is 
found); it is mingled with the ſoil near the ſurface, 
and ſeparated from it by repeated waſhing with: | 
water. This operation is carried on wholly by 
negroe ſlaves; for though the chill ſubterranean 
air has been diſcovered, by experience, to be ſo fa- 
tal to them, that they cannot be employed in the 
deep filver mines, they are more capable of per- 
forming the other ſpecies of labour than Indians, 
As the natives in the New Kingdom of Granada 
are exempt from that ſervice, which has waſted 
their race fo rapidly in other parts of America, i. 
is remarkably populous. Some diſtricts yield gold 
with a profuſion no leſs wonderful than that in the 
vale of Cineguilla, which I have formerly ment!- 
oned, and 1 It is often found in pepitas, or grain. 


which 
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which manifeſt the abundance in which it is pro- BOOK 
duced. On a riſing ground near Pamplona, ſin- VII. 
gle labourers have collected in a day what wa || 
equal in value to a thoufand peſos *#. A late go- 4 
vernor of Santa Fe brought with him to Spain a | 
lump of virgin gold, eſtimated to be worth ſeven | 
hundred and forty pounds ſterling. But without 
founding any calculation on what is rare and ex- 4 
traordinary, the value of the gold uſually collect- 
ed in this country, particularly in the provinces of 
Popayan and Choco, is of conſiderable amount. 
Its towns are populous and flouriſhing. The num- 1 
ber of inhabitants in almoſt every part of the 1 
country daily increaſes. Cultivation and induſtry 
of various kinds begin to be enconraged, and to 
proſper. A conſiderable trade 1s carried on with. 
Carthagena, the produce of the mines, and other 
commodities, being conveyed down the great ri- 
ver of St. Magdalen to that city. On another 
quarter, the New Kingdom of Granada has a 
communication with the Atlantic by the river Ori- 
noco; but the country which ſtretches along its 
banks towards the eaſt, is little known, and im- 
perfectly occupied by the Spaniards. 


0 Piedrahita Hiſt. del N. Reyno, p- 481. MS. penes me. | 
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in their diſcoveries and conqueſts during more 
than half a century, I have conducted them to view of the 
that period when their authority was eſtabliſned policy and | 
over almoſt all the vaſt regions in the New World $panih co 
ſtill ſubject to their dominion. The effect of their lonies. 
ſettlements upon the countries of which they took 
poſſeſſion, the maxims which they adopted in 
_ forming their new colonies, the interior ſtructure 
and policy of theſe, together with the influence of 
their progreſſive improvement upon the parent 
ſtate, and the commercial intercourſe of nations, 
are the objects to which we now turn our attenti- 
on, and they are no leſs intereſting than impor- 
tant. %%% ͤũ ] ꝓ 
Tun firſt viſible conſequence of the eſtabliſn- e ee 
ments made by the Spaniards in America, was the rica the firs 


3 . effect of 
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diminution of the ancient inhabitants, to a degree 


equally aſtoniſhing and deplorable. I have al- 
ready, on different occaſions, mentioned the diſ- 
aſtrous influence under which the connection of 
the Americans with the people of our hemiſphere 


commenced, both in the iſlands, and in ſeveral _ 


parts of the continent, and have touched upon 


ecver the inhabitants of America had reſolution to 
take arms in defence of their liberty and rights, 


Cavſesofthis 


in the iſlands 


and ſome 
parts of the 
continent. 


maoſt ſenſibly felt. All thoſe were occupied either 


various cauſes of their rapid conſumption. Where- 


many periſhed .in the unequal conteſt, and were 
cut off by their fierce invaders. But the greateſt 


deſolation followed after the ſword was ſheathed, 


and the conquerors were ſettled in tranquillity. 
It was in the iſlands, and in thoſe provinces of 


the continent which ſtretch from the Gulf of Tri- 
nidad to the confines of Mexico, that the fatal 


effects of the Spaniſh dominion were firſt and 


by wandering tribes of hunters, or by ſuch as had 


made but ſmall progreſs in cultivation and induſ- MW 


try. When they were compelled by their new 


maſters to take up a fixed reſidence, and to apply 


to regular labour; when taſks were impoſed up- 


on them diſproportioned to their ſtrength, and 


were exacted with unrelenting ſeverity ; they poſ- 


ſeſſed not vigour either of mind or of body to 
ſuſtain this unuſual load of oppreſſion. Dejection 


and deſpair drove many to end their lives by vio- 


lence. Fatigue and famine deſtroyed more. In 
all thoſe extenſive regions, the original race of 


inhabitants waſted away; in ſome it was totally 


extinguiſhed. In Mexico, where a powerful and 


martial people diſtinguiſhed their oppoſition to the 
| Spaniards, by efforts of courage worthy of a better 


fate, great numbers fell in the field; and there, as 
well as in Peru, ftill greater numbers periſhed un- 
der the hardſhips of attending the Spaniſh armies 
in their various expeditions and civil wars, worn 
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out with the inceſſant toil of carrying their bag- BOOK 


gage, proviſions, and military ſtores. 


Bur neither the rage nor cruelty of the Spa- 
niards were ſo deſtructive to the people of Mexico 
and Peru, as the inconſiderate policy with which 
they eſtabliſhed their new ſettlements. The for- 
mer were temporary calamities, fatal to indivi- 
duals; the latter was a permanent evil, which, 
with gradual conſumption, waſted the nation. 
When the provinces of Mexico and Peru were di- 
vided among the conquerors, each was eager to 
obtain a diſtrict, from which he might expect an 


inſtantaneous recompence for all his ſervices. Bold 
adventurers, accuſtomed to the careleſſneſs and 


diſſipation of a military life, had neither induſtry 


to carry on any plan of regular cultivation, nor 


_ patience to wait for its ſlow, but certain returns. 


Inſtead of ſettling in the vallies occupied by the 


natives, where the fertility of the ſoil would have 
amply rewarded the diligence of the planter, they 
choſe to fix their ſtations in ſome of the moun- 


tainous regions, frequent both in New Spain and 


in Peru. To ſearch for mines of gold and ſilver, 


was the chief object of their activity. The vaſt. 


proſpects which thi opens, and the alluring hopes 
which it continually preſents, correſpond wonder- 
fully with the ſpirit of enterprize and adventure 


that animated the firſt emigrants to America in 


Every part of their conduct. In order to puſh 
forward thoſe favourite projects, ſo many hands 


were wanted, that the ſervice of the natives be- 


came indiſpenſably requiſite. They were, accord- 


ingly, compelled to abandon their ancient habi- 


tations in the plains, and driven in crowds to the 
mountains. This ſudden tranſition from the ſultry 
climate of the vallies, to the chill penetrating air 
peculiar to high lands in the torrid zone, the fa- 

| | _Ugue 
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BOOK tigue of exorbitant labour, ſcanty or unwholeſome 


VIII. 


Not the re- 


ſult of any 
ſyſtem of 
policy. 


nouriſhment, and the deſpondency occaſioned by 
a ſpecies of oppreſſion to which they were not ac- 
cuſtomed, and of which they ſaw no end, affected 


them nearly as much as their leſs induſtrious coun- 


trymen in the iſlands. They ſunk under the unit- 
ed preſſure of thoſe calamities, and melted away 
with almoſt equal rapidity &. In conſequence of 


this, together with the introduction of the ſmall- 
pox, a malady unknown in America, and ex- 
tremely fatal to the natives , the number of peo- 


ple both in New Spain and Peru was fo much re- 
duced, that in a few years the accounts of their 


ancient population appeared almoſt incredible F. 


Suck are the moſt confiderible events and 


cauſes, which, by their combined operation, con- 


tributed to depopulate America. Without at- 
tending to theſe, many authors, aſtoniſned at the 


ſuddenneſs of the deſolation, have aſcribed this 


unexampled event to a ſcheme of policy no leſs 


profound than atrocious. The Spaniards, as they 


pretend, conſcious of their own inability to occupy 


the vaſt regions which they had diſcovered, and 


foreſeeing the impoſſibility of maintaining their 
authority over a people infinitely ſuperior to ) them- 


ſelves in number, in order to preſerve America, 


_ reſolved to exterminate the inhabitants, and by 


converting it into a deſart, endeavoured to ſecure 
their own dominion over it d. But nations ſeldom 


extend their views to objects ſo remote, or lay their 


' plans fo deep; and, for the honour of humanity, 


we may obſerve, that no nation ever deliberately 


formed ſuch an execrable ſcheme. The Spaniſh 


genen 
Torquemada, I © | 4 B. Diaz, c. 121 
Herrera, dec. ii. lib. x. c. 4. Unoa Entreten, 205. 
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of deſtruction, were uniformly ſolicitous for the 
preſervation of their new ſubjects. With Iſabella, 


349 
monarchs, far from acting upon any ſuch ſy ſtern B vill @ 


Lanny, nnd 


zeal for propagating the chriſtian faith, and the 
deſire of communicating the knowledge of truth, 


and the conſolations of religion, to people deſtitute 
of ſpiritual light, were more than oſtenſible mo- 


tives for encouraging Columbus to attempt his 


diſcoveries. Upon his ſucceſs, ſhe endeavoured to 


fulfil her pious purpoſe, and manifeſted the moſt 


tender concern to ſecure not only religious in- 


ſtruction, but mild treatment, to that inoffenſive 
race of men ſubjected to her crown *. Her ſuc- 


ceſſors adopted the fame ideas; and, on many 


occaſions, which I have mentioned, their autho- 


rity was interpoſed in the moſt vigorous exertions, 


to protect the people of America from the oppreſ- 
ſion of their Spaniſh ſubjects. Their regulations 


for this purpoſe were numerous, and often repeat- 


ed. They were framed with wiſdom, and dic- 
| tated by humanity. After their poſſeſſions in the 
New World became ſo extenſive, as might have 


excited ſome apprehenſions of difficulty in retaining 


their dominion over them, the ſpirit oſ their regu- 
lations was as mild as when their ſettlements were 
confined to the iſlands alone. Their ſolicitude to 
protect the Indians ſeems rather to have augment- 


ed as their acquiſitions increaſed ; and from ardour 


to accompliſh this, they enacted, and endeavour- 
ed to enforce the execution of laws, which ex- 


cited a formidable rebellion in one of their colo- 


nies, and ſpread alarm and diſaffection through 
all the reſt. But the avarice of individuals was 


too violent to be controuled by the authority of 


laws. Rapacious and daring adventurers, far re- 


moved from the feat of government, little ac- 
cuſtomæd 


„ See NOTE IXX. 
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BOOK cuſtomed to the reſtraints of military diſcipline 
VIII. while in ſervice, and ſtill leſs diſpoſed to reſpect 
the feeble juriſdiction of civil power in an infant 

colony,. deſpiſed or eluded every regulation that 
ſet bounds to their exactions and tyranny. The 
parent ſtate, with perſevering attention, iſſued 
edicts to prevent the oppreſſion of the Indians; 
the coloniſts, regardleſs of theſe, or truſting to 


their diftance for impunity, continued to conſider, 
and treat them as ſlaves. The governors them- 


ſelves, and other officers employed in the colo- 
' nies, ſeveral of whom were as indigent and rapa- 


cious as the adventurers over whom they pre- 


ſided, were too apt to adopt their contemptuous 
ideas of the conquered people ; and, inſtead of 
checking, encouraged or connived at their ex- 
ceſſes. The deſolation of the New World ſhould 
Not then be charged on the court of Spain, or be 
conſidered as the effect of any ſyſtem of policy 


adopted there. It ought to be imputed wholly 


to the conquerors and firſt planters of America, 
who, by meaſures no leſs inconſiderate than un- 
uit, counteracted the edicts of their ſovereign, 
and have brought diſgrace upon their country. 


nor the ef. WI ſtill greater injuſtice, have many au- 
fe of reli- thors repreſented the intolerating ſpirit of the 
Roman Catholic religion, as the cauſe of exter- 
minating the Americans, and have accuſed the 
Spaniſh eccleſiaſtics of animating their country- 
men to the ſlaughter of that innocent people, as 
idolaters and enemies of God. But the firſt miſ- 
fionaries who viſited America, though weak and il- 
literate, were pious men. They early eſpouſed 
the defence of the natives, and vindicated their 
character from the aſperſions of their conquerors, 
who, deſcribing them as incapable of being formed 

to the offices of civil life, or of comprehending the 

_ doctrines of religion, contended, that they were 

— a ſub- 
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a ſubordinate race of men, on whom the hand of B; OO Kk 


nature had ſet the mark of ſervitude. From the 
accounts which I have given of the humane and 
rſevering zeal of the Spaniſh miſſionaries, in 


protecting the helpleſs flock committed to their 
charge, they appear in a light which reflects 
luſtre upon their function. They were miniſters 


of peace, who endeavoured to wreſt the rod from 


351 


VIII. 
— aamnnd 


the hands of oppreſſors. To their powerful in- 
terpoſition, the Americans were indebted for eve- 


ry regulation tending to mitigate the rigour of 


their fate. The clergy in the Spaniſh ſettlements, 


regular as well as ſecular, are ſtill conſidered by 
the Indians as their natural guardians, to whom 
they have recourſe under the hardſhips and exac- 
tions to which they are too often expoſed *. 


Bur, notwithſtanding the rapid depopulation 
of America, a very conſiderable number of the 
native race ſtill remains both in Mexico and Pe- 
ru, eſpecially in thoſe parts which were not ex- 


The nun- 
ber of Indi- 
ans ſtill re- 
maining. 


poſed to the firſt fury of the Spaniſh arms, or de- 


| ſolated by the firſt efforts of their induſtry, ſtill 


more ruinous. In Guatimala, Chiapa, Nicaragua, 
and the other delightful provinces of the Mexican 


empire that ſtretch along the ſouth- ſea, the race 
of Indians is ſtill numerous. Their ſettlements 
in ſome places are ſo populous, as to merit the 
name of cities f. In the three audiences into 
| which New Spain is divided, there are at leaſt 
two millions of Indians; a pitiful remnant, in- 


deed, of its ancient population, but ſuch as ſtill 


torms a body of people ſuperior in number to that 


of all the other inhabitants of this vaſt country . 


In Peru ſeveral diſtricts, particularly in the king- 


dom of Quito, are occupied almolt entirely by 


Indians. In other provinces, they are mingled 
| . Vith 


* See NOT EIX XI. f see NOTE LXXIL 
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BOOK With the Spaniards, and in many of their ſettie- 


VIII. 


ments practiſe the mechanic arts, and fill moſt of 


A ◻ the inferior ſtations in ſociety. As the inhabitants, 


both of Mexico and Peru were accuſtomed to a 


fixed reſidenge, and to ſome degree of regular 
induſtry, leſs violence was requiſtte in bringing 
them to ſome conformity with the European modes 


of civil life. But wherever the Spaniards ſettled 


among the ſavage tribes of America, their at- 
tempts to incorporate with them have been al- 


Ways fruitleſs, and often fatal to the natives. Im- 


General idea | 


patient of reſtraint, and diſdaining labour as a 
mark of ſervility, they either abandoned their 


original ſeats, and ſought for independance in 
mountains and foreſts inacceſſible to their oppreſ- 
ſors, or periſned when reduced to a ſtate repug- 
nant to their ancient ideas and habits. In the 
diſtricts adjacent to Carthagena, to Panama, and 
to Buenos-Ayres, the deſolation is more general 


than even in thoſe parts of Mexico and Peru, of 


which the Spaniards have taken moſt full poſſeſ⸗ 


ſion. 


of the policy New World, though fatal to its ancient inhabi- 


of Spain in 
its colonies. 


tants, were made at a period when that monarchy 
was capable of forming them to beſt advantage. 
By the union of all its petty kingdoms, Spain was 
become a powerful ſtate, equal to ſo great an un- 
dertaking. Its monarchs, having extended their 


prerogative far beyond the limits which once cir- 
cumſcribed the regal power in every kingdom of 
Europe, were hardly ſubject to controul, either in 


concerting, or in executing their meaſures. In eve- 
ry wide extended empire, the form of government 


muſt be ſimple, and the authority of the ſov ereign 


abſolute ; that his reſolutions may be taken with 


promptitude, and pervade the whole with undim!- 


niſhed force. Such was the power of the Spaniſh 


monarchs, | 


Bur the eſtabliſhments of the Spaniards in the 


Om OE <= on, 


W 


requiſite for modelling the government of the new L 


in order to regulate the policy and trade of its co- poſition of 


dence with reſpect to America, is to conſider and proper- 


crown, rather than in the ſtate. By the bull of 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 333 
monarchs, when they were called to deliberate B O OK 
concerning the mode of eſtabliſhing their domini- VIII. 
on over the moſt remote provinces, that had ever 
been ſubjected to any European tate. In this de- | 
liberation, they felt themſelves under no confſtitu- | 
tional reſtraint, and that as independent maſters 
of their own reſolves, they might iflue the edicts 


colonies, by a mere act of prerogative. 


Tas early interpolition of the Spanifh crown, Bay inlet. 


lonies, is a peculiarity which diſtinguifhes their 3 = 4 
progreſs from that of the colonies of any other 
European nation. When the Portugueſe, the 
Engliſh, and French, took poſſeſſion of thoſe re- 

gions in America which they now occupy, the 
advantages which they promiſed to yield were 


ſo remote and uncertain, that they were ſuffered 


to ſtruggle through a hard infancy, almoſt with- 
out guidance or protection from the parent 
ſtate. But gold and filver, the firſt productions 
of the Spaniſh ſettlements in the New World, 
were more alluring, and immediately attracted 
the attention of their monarchs. Though they 
had contributed little to the diſcovery, and almoſt 
nothing to the conqueſt of the New World, they 


inſtantly aſſumed the function of its legiſlators ; 


and having acquired a ſpecies of dominion for- 
merly unknown, they formed a plan for exer- 


ciling it, to which nothing ſimilar occurs in the 


hiſtory of human affairs. 


Tun fundamental maxim of Spaniſh juriſpru- an 9 


what has been acquired there as veſted in the eee 
Alexander VI. on which, as its great charter, 
Spain founded its right, all the regions that had 

Vol. II. — — been, 
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BOOK been, or ſhould be diſcovered, were beſtowed as 
VIII. a free gift upon Ferdinand and Iſabella. They 
== and their ſucceſſors were uniformly held to be the 
univerſal proprietors of the vaſt territories, which 

the arms of their ſubjects conquered in the New 
World. From them, all grants of land there 
flowed, and to them they finally returned. The 
leaders who conducted the various expeditions, the 
governors who preſided over the different colo- 

nies, the officers of juſtice, and the miniſters of 
religion, were all appointed by their authority, 

and removable at their pleaſure. The people 
who compoſed infant ſettlements were intitled to 

no privileges independent of the ſovereign, or 

that ferved as a barrier againſt the power of the 
crown. It is true, that when towns were built, 

and formed into bodies corporate, the citizens 
were permitted to elect their own magiſtrates, who 
governed by laws which the community enacted. 
Even in the moſt deſpotic ſtates, this feeble ſpark 
of liberty is not extinguiſhed. Put in the cities 
of Spaniſh America, this juriſdiction is merely 
municipal, and is confined to the regulation of 
their own interior commerce and police. In what- 
ever relates to public government, and the gene- 
ral intereſt, the will of the ſovereign is law. No 
political power originates from the people. All 
centres in the crown, and in the ctticers of its 
_ nomination. 


All the new When the conqueſts of the Spaniards f in «Age: 
Ominlons . 


of Spain kica Were completed, their monarchs, in forming 
tuvjectes © the plan of interior policy for their new domini- 
WO VICE= 


T6553, ons, divided them into two immenſe govern- 


ments, one fubject to the viceroy of New Spain, 
the other to the viceroy of Peru. The juriſdiction 
of the former extended over all the provinces be- 
longing to Spain in the northern diviſion of the 
American continent. Under that of the latter, 

Was 


| 
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was comprehended whatever ſhe poſſeſſed in South BOOK. 


America, This arrangement which, from the 


beginning, was attended with many inconveni- 


encies, became intolerable when the remote pro- 


vinces of each viceroyalty began to improve in in- 


duſtry and population. The people complained 


of their ſubjection to a ſuperior, whoſe place of 
reſidence was ſo diſtant, or ſo inacceſſible, as al- 


moſt excluded them from any intercourſe with the 
ſeat of government. The authority of the vice- 


roy over diſtricts fo far removed from his own eye 
and obſervation, was unavoidably both feeble 


and ill-directed. As a remedy for thoſe evils, a 
third viceroyalty has been eſtabliſhed in the pre- 


ſent century, at Santa Fe de Bogota, the capita! 


of the new kingdom of Granada, the juriſdiction 
of which extends over the whole kingdom of 


viceroys not only repreſent the perſon of their 
ſovereign, but poſſeſs his regal prerogatives within 


the precincts of their own governments, in their 
utmoſt extent. Like him they exerciſe tupreme 


authority in every department of government, 


civil, military and criminal. They may preſide 


in every tribunal. They have the ſole right of 
nominating the perſons who hold many othces of 


the higheſt importance, and the occaſional privi- 
lege of ſupplying ſuch as are in the royal gift, un- 
til the ſucceſſor appointed by the king fhall arrive. 
The external pomp of their government is ſuited 


355 


VIII, 


| | 


Tierra Firme, and the province of Quito x. Thoſe Their pow- 


ers. 


to its real dignity and power. Their courts are 


horſe and foot guards, a houſehold regularly eſta- 


bliſhed, numerous attendants, and enſigns of com- 


formed upon the model of that at Madrid, with 


mand, diſplaying ſuch magnificence, as hardly re- 


tains the appearance of delegated authority T. 
TC ST Bur 


* Voy. de. Ulloa, i. 23. 285. 
+. Ulloa, Yov. i. 432. Gage, 61 


— ” ” on 9 I 
nag r . 


356 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


BOOK Bur as the viceroys cannot diſcharge in perſon. 


III. the functions of a ſupreme magiſtrate in every 


Courts of Part of their extenſive juriſdiction, they are aided 


Audience, in their government by officers and tribunals ſimi- 
lar to thoſe in Spain. The conduct of civil affairs 
in the various provinces and diſtricts, into which 
the Spaniſh dominions in America are divided, is 
committed to magiltrates of various orders and 
denonunations ; ſome appointed by the king, 
others by the viceroy, but all ſubject to his com- 
mand, and amenable to his juriſdiction. The 
adminiſtration of juſtice is veſted in tribunals, 
known by the name of Audrences, and formed up- 
on the model of the court of Chancery in Spain. 
Theſe are eleven in number, and diſpenſe juſtice 
do as many diſtricts, into which the Spaniſh domi- 
nions in America are divided“. The number of 
Judges in them is various, according to the ex- 
tent and importance of their juriſdiction. The 
tation of a judge in the court of Audience is no 
leſs honourable than lucrative, and is commonly 
filled by perſons of ſuch abilities and merit, as 
renders this tribunal extremely reſpectable. Both 
civil and criminal cauſes come under their cogni- 
zance, and for each peculiar judges are ſet apart. 
Their jurif- Though it is only in the moſt deſpotic govern- 
neten. ments, that the ſovereign exerciſes in perſon the 
formidable prerogative of adminiſtering juſtice to 
his ſubjects, and in abſolving, or condemning, 
conſults no law but what is depoſited i in his own 
breaſt; though in all the monarchies of Europe, 
1 authority is committed to magiſtrates, 
whoſe deciſions are regulated by known laws and 
eſtabliſhed forms, the Spaniſh viceroys have often 
_ attempted to intrude themtelves into the ſeat of 
juſtice, and with an ambition which their diſtance 
trom the controul of a ſuperior, rendered bold, 


have 


* See NOTE LXXIV. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


have aſpired at a power which their maſter does BOOK 


not venture to aſſume. In order to check an uſur- 
pation which muſt have annihilated juſtice and 
ſecurity in the Spaniſh colonies, by ſubjecting * 
lives and property of all to the will of a ſingle 
man, the viceroys have been prohibited, in the 

moſt explicit terms, by repeated laws, from in- 


terfering in the judicial proceedings of the courts 

of Audience, or from delivering an opinion, or 
giving a voice with reſpect to any point litigated 

before them *. In ſome particular caſes, in Which 


any queſtion of civil right is involved, even the 
political regulations of the viceroy may be brought 
under the review of the court of Audience, 
which, in thoſe inſtances, may be deemed an in- 
termediate power placed between him and the 
people, as a conſtitutional barrier to circumſcribe 


his juriſdiction. But as legal reſtraints on a per- 
ſon who repreſents the ſovercign, and is clothed 


with his authority, are little ſwited to the genius 
of Spaniſh policy; the heſitation and reſerve with 
which it confers this power on the courts of Au- 
dience, are remarkable. They may adviſe, they 

may remonſtrate, but in the event of a direct col- 
liſion between their opinion and the will of the 
viceroy, what he determines muſt be carried into 
execution, and nothing remains for them, but to 


lay the matter before the king and the council of 


the Indies +. But to be intitled to remonſtrate, 
and inform againſt a perſon, before whom all 


others mult be ſilent, and tamely ſubmit to his 


decrees, is a privilege which adds dignity to the 
_ courts of Audience. This is farther augmented 
by another circumſtance. Upon the death of a 
viceroy, without any Proviſion of a ſucceſſor by 


the 


+Solarr. De jure Ind. lib. iv. c. 3. n. 40, 41; Recop. lib. 
ji. tit. xv. l. 30. lib. HH: tit. ii, 1. 34. Lib. Fit 1814. 
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B O O K the king, the ſupreme power is veſted in the court 


VIII. 


of Audience reſident in the capital of the viceroy- 
alty, and the ſenior judge, aſſiſted by his brethren 
exerciſes all the functions of the viceroy while the 
office continues vacant *. In matters that come 
under the cognizance of the Audiences, in the 


courſe of their ordinary juriſdiction, as courts of 


Council of 
the Indies. 


juſtice, their ſentences are final in every litigation 
concerning property of leſs value than fix thou- 


ſand peſos; but when the ſubject in diſpute ex- 
ceeds that ſum, their deciſions are ſubject to re- 


view, and may be carried by appeal before the 
| royal council of the Indies . 


1x this council, one of the moſt conſiderable iu 
the monarchy ſor dignity and power, is veſted the 


ſupreme government of all the Spaniſh dominions 


in America. It was firſt eſtabliſhed by Ferdinand, 


in the year 1311, and brought into a more per- 
fect form by Charles V. in the year 1524. Its 


ths power. juriſdiction extends to every department, eccleſia- 


ſtical, civil, military, and commercial. All laws 
and ordinances relative to the government and 
police of the colonies originate there, and muſt be 


approved of by two-thirds of the members, be- 
fore they are iſſued in the name of the king. All 


the officers, of which the nomination 15 reſerved 
to the crown, are conferred in this council. To 
it each perſon employed in America, from the 
viceroy downwards, is accountable, It reviews 
their conduct, rewards their ſervices, and inflicts 


the puniſhments due to their malverſations F. Be. 


fore it, is laid whatever intelligence, either public 
or ſecret, is received from America, and every 
ſcheme of i improving the adminiſtration, the po- 
lice, or the commerce of the COLONIES, is ſubmitted 


10 


* :Recop. lib. ii. tit. xv. I. 57, 
1 Reeop. lib. v. tit. xiii I. 1, 15 
＋ Recop. lib. ii. tit. ii. l. 1. 2, Kc. 
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to its conſideration. From the firſt inſtitution of B BOOK 


the council of the Indies, it has been the conſtant , 
object of the catholic monarchs, to maintain its au- 
thority, and to make ſuch additions from time to 
time, both to its power and its ſplendor, as might 


render it formidable to all their ſubjects in the 


New World. Whatever degree of public order 
and virtue {lull remains in that country, where ſo 
many circumſtances conſpire to relax the former, 


and to corrupt the latter, may be aſcribed in a 
great meaſure to the wiſe regulations and vigilant : 


inſpection of this reſpectable tribunal “. 
As the king is ſuppoſed to be always preſent in 


Caſa de 
Co ntrata- 


his council of. the Indies, its meetings are held in den. 


the place where he reſides. Another tribunal has 


been inſtituted, in order to regulate ſuch commer- 


cial affairs, as required the immediate and perſo- 
nal inſpection of thoſe appointed to ſuperintend | 
them. This is called Ca/a de la Contratacion, or 
the houſe of trade, and was eſtabliſhed in Seville, 
to whole port commerce with the New World was 


confined, as early as the year 1521. It may be 
conſidered both as a board of trade, and as a court 
of judicature. In the former capacity, it takes 
cognizance of whatever relates to the intercourſe 


of Spain with America, it regulates what commo- 


dities ſhould be exported thither, and has the in- 
ſpection of ſuch as are received in return. It de- 


cides concerning the departure of the fleets for the 


Welt Indies, the freight, and burthen of the ſhips, 
their equipment, and deſtination. In the latter 


capacity, it judges with reſpect to every queition, 
civil or commercial, or criminal, ariſing in conſe- 


W of the tranſactions of Spain with Ameri- 
and in both theſe departments, its deciſions 


ale 


* Solorz, de Jure Ind. lib. iv. l. 12. 
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B OO Kare exempted from the review of any court but 
that of the council of the Indies “. 


Sucn is the great outline of that ſyſtem of go- 
vernment, which Spain has eſtabliſhed in her 
American colonies. To enumerate the various 
ſubordinate boards and officers employed in the 
adminiſtration of juſtice, in collecting the public 
revenue, and in regulating the interior police of 


the country, to deſcribe their different functions, 
and to inquire into the mode and effect of their 
operations, would prove a detail no leſs intricate 
than minute and unintereſting, 


Tun firſt object of the Spaniſh monarchs was to 
ſecure the productions of the colonies to the pa- 
rent ſtate, by an abſolute prohibition of any in- 
tercourſe with foreign nations. They took poſ- 
ſeſſion of America by right of conqueſt, and con- 


{cious of the feebleneſs of their infant ſettlements, 


and aware of the difficulty in eſtabliſhing their 


dominion over ſuch vaſt regions, or of retaining 


fo many reluctant nations under the yoke, they 


dreaded the intruſion of ſtrangers; they even 


ſhunned their inſpection, and endeavoured to keep 


them at a diſtance from their coaſts. This ſpirit 


of jealouſy and excluſion, which at firſt was natu- ; 


ral, and perhaps neceſlary, augmented as their 
- poſſeſſions | in America extended, and the value of 
them came to be more fully underſtood. In con- 
ſequence of it, a ſyſtem of colonizing was intro- 


duced, to which there had hitherto been nothing 


Fentlar among mankind. In the ancient world, it 


was not uncommon to fend forth colonies. But 


they were of two kinds only. They were either 
migrations, which ſerved to diſburden a ſtate of 


us ſuperfluous ſubjects, when they multiplied 7 
| fa 


Recop. lib. ix. tit. i. Veitia Norte de la Contratacion, 
lib. 1. G. #5 8 = | | | 
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faſt for the territory which they occupied: or they BOOK 
were military detachments ſtationed, as garritons, VIII. 
in a conquered province. The colonies of ſome 


Greek republics, and the ſwarms of northern bar- 


barians which ſettled in different parts of Europe, 


were of the firſt ſpecies. The Roman col-nies 
were of the ſecond. In the former, the connec- 


tion with the mother-country quickly ceaſed, and 


they became independent ftates. In the latter, 
as the disjunction was not complete, the depen- 


dence continued. In their American ſettlements, Regulations 
the Spaniſh monarchs took what was peculiar to 

each, and {ſtudied to unite them. By ſending co- 
lonies to regions fo remote, by. eſtabliſhing in 

each a form of interior policy and adminiſtration, 
under diſtin& governors, and with peculiar laws, 
they disjoined them from the mother-country. By 
retaining in their own hands the rights of legiſlati- 


on, as well as that of impoling taxes, together 


with the power of nominating the perſons who 
filled every department, civil or military, they ſe- 
cured their dependence. Happily for Spain, the 


ſituation of her colonies was ſuch, as rendered it 
poſſible to reduce this new idea into practice. Al- 
molt all the countries which ſhe had diſcovered 
and occupied, lay within the tropics. The pro- 
ductions of that large portion of the globe, are 
different from thole of Europe, even in its moſt 
ſouthern provinces. The qualities of the climate 
and of the ſoil naturally turn the induſtry of thoſe 
who ſettle there into new channels. When the 


Spaniards firſt took poſſeſſion of their domains in 


America, the precious metals which they yielded, 


vere the only object that attracted their attention. 


Even when their efforts began to take a better di- 
rection, they employed themſelves almolt wholly 


in rearing ſuch p2culiar productions of the climate, 


as, from their rarity or value, were of chief de- 
mand in the mother- country Allured by vaſt 


proſpects 


for that pur- 


1 agen 


n 
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BOOK proſpects of immediate Wealth, they diſdained to 
VIII. waſte their induſtry on what was leſs lucrative, but 


- Manut. & c. p. 206. 


of ſuperior moment. In order to render it impoſ- 
ſible to correct this error, and to prevent them 
from making any efforts that might interfere with 


| thoſe of Spain, the eſtabliſhment of ſeveral ſpecies 
of manufactures, and even the culture of the vine, 

or olive, are prohibited in the colonies *, under 
ſevere penalties 7. They muſt truſt entirely to 


the mother-country for the objects of primary ne- 


ceſſity. Their clothes, their furniture, their in- 
ſtruments of labour, their luxuries, and even a 
conſiderable part of the proviſions which they 
conſume, were imported from Spain. During a 
great part of the ſixteenth century, Spain poſſeſſ- 
ing an extenſive commerce and flouriſhing manu- 
factures, could ſupply with eaſe the growing de- 
mands of her colonies, from her own ſtores. The 
produce of their mines and plantations was given 


in exchange for theſe. But all that the colonies 
received, as well as all that they gave, was convey- 
cd in Spaniſh bottoms. No veſſel belonging to 
the colonies was ever permitted to carry the com- 


modities of America to Europe. Even the com- 
mercial intercourie of one colony with another, 
was either abſolutely prohibited, or limited by 


many jealous reſtrictions. All that America yields 


flows into the ports of Spain; all that it conſumes 
muſt vue from them. No foreigner can enter 
one of its colonies without expreſs permiſſion ; no 


veſſel of any foreign nation is received into their 


harbours ; and the pains of death, with confiſca- 
tion of moveables, are denounced againſt every in- 
habitant who preſume to trade with them I. Thus 


the colonies are kept in a ſtate of perpetual 


Pupillage; 
See NO TEL +E-XXV- . I B. Ulloa Retab. des 


t Recopil, lib. ix. tit. xxvii. I. 1. 47 
&c. | | 


3 = 


the accidental diſcovery of mines enriched a few 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 362 


pupillage; and by the introduction of this com- BOOK 
mercial dependence, a refinement in policy of VIII. 
which Spain ſet the firſt example to the European 

nations, the ſupremacy of the parent ſtate hath 


been maintained over remote colonies during two 


centuries and a half. 


sv cu are the capital maxims to which the Spa- $to Slow pro- 


niſh monarchs ſeem to have attended in forming * 3 


ulation 


their new ſettlements in America. But they could from: Eu- 
not plant with the ſame rapidity that they had de- EN 
ſtroyed ; and, from many concurring cauſes, their 


progreſs was extremely ſlow, in filling up the im- 


menſe void which their devaſtations had occaſion- 


ed. As ſoon as the rage for diſcovery and adven- 


ture began to abate, the Spaniards opened their 
eyes to dangers and diſtreſſes, which at firit they 
did not perceive, or had deſpiſed. The numerous 
hardihips with which the members of infant co- 
lonies have to ſtruggle, the diſeaſes of unwhole- 
tome climates, fatal to the conſtitution of Euro- 
peans , the difficulty of bringing a country, co- 
vered with foreſts, into culture ; the want of 
hands neceſſary for labour in ſome provinces, and 
the low reward of induſtry in all, unleſs where 


fortunate adventurers, were evils univerſally . 
and magnified Diſcouraged by the view of 
theſe, the ſpirit of migration was ſo much damped, 
that ſixty years after the diſcovery of the New 
World, the number of Spaniards in all its pro- 


vinces is computed not to have exceeded fifteen 
thouſand “. 


Tur mode in which property was diſtributed in ee 
the Spaniſh colonies, and the regulations eſta- ol proper'y. 
plihed w ith l to the tranſition of it, whe- 


ther 
5 Zee NOTE EXXY * 
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BOOK ther by deſcent, or by fale, were extremely un- 
VIII. favourable to population. In order to promote 
"YT a rapid increaſe of people in any new ſettlement, 


property in land ought to be divided into {mall 
ſhares, and the alienation of it ſhould be rendered 
extremely eaſy *. But the rapaciouſneſs of the Spa- 
niſh conquerors of the New World paid no re- 


gard to this fundamental maxim of policy; and, 


as they poſſeſſed power, which enabled them to 


gratify the utmoſt extravagance of their wiſhes, 
many of them ſeized diſtricts and provinces of 


vaſt extent, and held them as encomiendas. By 


degrees they obtained the privilege of converting 
a part of theſe into Mayoraſgos, a ſpecies of fief, 


introduced into the Spaniſh ſyſtem of feudal juriſ. 
prudence +, which can neither be divided nor alie- 


nated. Thus a great portion of landed property, 


under this rigid form of entail, is withheld from 
circulation, and deſcends from father to fon un- 
improved, and of little value either to the propri- 
etor or to the community. In the account which 
I have given of the reduction of Peru, various 
examples occur of enormous tracts of country 
occupied by ſome of the conquerors J. The ex- 


ceſſes in other provinces were ſimilar, for as the 
value of the lands which they acquired, was ori- 
ginally eſtimated according to the number of In- 


dians which lived upon them, America was in ge- 
neral ſo thinly peopled, that only diſtricts of great 
extent could afford ſuch a number of labourers, 
as might be employed in the mines with any proſ- 
pect of conſiderable gain. The pernicious et- 
fects of thoſe radical errors in the diſtribution and 
nature of property in the Spaniſh ſettlements, are 
felt through every- department of induſtry, and 
may be conſidered as one great cauſe of a pro- 


grels 


* Dr. Smith's Inquiry, ii. 166, N 
I Recop. lib. iv. tit. iii. I. 4. 1 Book VI. 
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greſs in population ſo much flower than that BOOK 


= 0 | taken place in better conſtituted 8 
me”. . 


To this we may add, that the ſupport of the and the aa. 
enormous and expenſive fabric of their eccleſiaſti- geoietaticat 


eccleſiaſtical 


cal eſtabliſhment, has been a burden on the Spa- palicy. 


niſh colonies, which has greatly retarded the 
progreſs of population and induſtry. The pay- 
ment of tithes is a heavy tax on induſtry; and if 
the exaction of them be not regulated and cir- 
cumſcribed by the wiſdom of the civil magit- 
trate, it becomes intolerable and ruinous. But, 


| inſtead of any reſtraint on the claims of eccle- | 
faſtics, the inconſiderate zeal of the Spanith le- 


giſlators admitted them into America in their full 


| extent, and at once impoſed on their infant colo- 
| nies, a burden which is in no flight degree oppreſ— 
| five to ſociety even in its moſt improved ſtate. As 
| early as the year 1501, the payment of tithes in 
| the colonies was enjoined, and the mode of it re- 
| culated by law, and every article of primary ne- 
| ceſhty, towards which the attention of new fet- 
lers muſt naturally be turned, was ſubjected to 
| that grievous exaction +. Nor were the demands 
| of the clergy confined to articles of ſimple culture. 
us more artificial and operoſe productions; ſuch 
as ſugar, indigo, and cochineal, were ſoon de- 
| clared to be tytheable I; and thus the induſtry of 
| the planter was taxed in every ſtage of its pro- 
| grels, from its rudeſt eſſay to its higheſt improve- 
ment. To the weight of this legal impoſition, 
| the bigotry of the American Spaniards has made 
| many voluntary additions. From their fond de- 
light in the external pomp and parade of religion, 
and from ſuperſtitious reverence for eccleſiaſtics 
| of every denomination, they have beſtowed pro- 


fuſe 


* See NOTE LXXVII. + Recop. lib. i. tit. xvi; I. 2. 
t Thid, I. 3, and 4. | | 
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fuſe donatives on churches and monaſteries, and 
have unprofitably waſted a large proportion of 
that wealth, which might have nouriſhed and given 


_ vigour to productive labour in growing colonies, 


Various or- 
ders of peo- 


ple in the 


colonies, 


Chapetones 


8 the farſt, 


Bur ſo fertile and inviting are the regions of 
America, which the Spamards have occupied, 


that notwithſtanding all the circumſtances, which 


have checked and retarded population, it has gra- 
dually increaſed, and filled the colonies of Spain 
with citizens of various orders. Among theſe, 
the Spaniards, who arrive from Europe, diltin- 
guiſhed by the name of Chapetones, are the firſt in 
rank and power. From the jealous attention of 
the Spaniſh court to ſecure the dependence of the 
colonies, every department of conſequence is 


filled by perſons ſent from Europe ; and in order 


to prevent any of dubious fidelity from being em- 


ployed, each muſt bring proof of a clear deſcent 


from a family of Old Chriſtians, untainted with any 


mixture of Jewiſh or Mahometan blood, and never 
diſgraced by any cenſure of the inquiſition *, In 
ſuch pure hands, power is deemed to be ſafely 


lodged, and almoſt every public function, from 


the viceroyalty downwards, 1s committed to them 
alone. Every perſon, who by his birth, or re— 


ſidence in America, may be ſuſpected of any at- 


tachment or intereſt adverſe to the mother-coun- 
try, is the object of diſtruſt to ſuch a degree, as 


amounts nearly to an excluſion from all offices of 
confidence or authority F. Ey this conſpicuous 


predilection of the court, the Chapetones are 
raiſed to ſuch pre- eminence in America, that they 


look down with diſdain on every other order of 
men. | 


Tus 


A Recop. lib. ix. tit, XX yvi. l. 15, 16. 


+ See NOTE LXXVIII. 
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ſcendants of Europeans ſettled in America, the 


vantages, hardly leſs conſiderable than thoſe which 
they derive from the partial favour of govern- 


ment. Though ſome of the Creolian race are de- 


ſcended from the conquerors of the New World; 
though others can trace up their pedigree to the 
nobleſt families in Spain; though many are 
poſſeſſed of ample fortunes, yet, by the enervat- 


Tur character and ſtate of the Creoles, or de- B 5 * 


ſecond claſs of ſubjects in the Spaniſh colonies, crectes the 
has enabled the Chapetones to acquire other ad- ſecond. 


ing influence of a ſultry climate, by the rigour of 


a jealous government, and by their deſpair of at- 


taining that diſtinction to which mankind naturally 


aſpire, the vigour of their minds 1s fo entirely 


broken, that a great part of them walte life in 


luxurious indulgences, mingled with an illiberal 
ſuperſtition ftill more debaſing. Languid and 


unenterprizing, the operations of an active ex- 
tended commerce would be to them ſo cumber- 


America they decline engaging in it. The interi- 


or traffic of every colony, as well as its trade with 


the neighbouring provinces, and with Spain it- 


ſome and oppreſſive, that in almoſt every part of 


ſelf, are carried on chiefly by the Chapetones * ; 


who, as the recompence of their induſtry, amaſs 
immenſe wealth, while the Creoles, ſunk in floth, 
are ſatisfied with the revenues of their paternal 


FRoM this ſtated competition for power and Rise: 


between 


wealth, between thoſe two orders of citizens, and 
the various paſſions excited by a rivalihip ſo inte- 
reſting, their hatred is violent and implacable. 
On every occaſion, ſymptoms of this averſion 


break out, and the common appellations which 


theſe, 


each beſtows on the other, are as ccatemptuous as 


thoſe 


Voy. de Ulloa, 1. 27, 261. Voy. de Frezier, 227. 
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thoſe which flow from the moſt deep-rooted nati- 
onal antipathy *. The court of Spain, from a re- 
finement of Niftruſtful policy, cheriſhes thoſe ſeeds 
of diſcord, and foments this mutual jealouſy, which 
not only prevents the two moſt powerful claſſes of 
its ſubjects in the New World from combining 
againſt the parent ſtate, but prompts each with the 
molt vigilant zeal, to obſerve the motions and to 


counteract the ſchemes of the other. 


A mixed 


race forms 


the third or- 
der of citi- 
Zens, 


Tur third claſs of inhabitants in the Spaniſh 
colonies is a mixed race, the offspring either of 
an European and a negroe, or of an European 
and Indian, the former called Mulattoes, the latter 


Meſtizos. As the court of Spain, ſolicitous to in- 


corporate its new vaſſals with its ancient ſubjects, 
early encouraged the Spaniards ſettled in America 


to marry the natives of that country, ſeveral alli- 


ances of this kind were formed in their infant co- 


lonies +. But it has been more owing to licentious 
_ indulgence, than to compliance with this injunc- 


tion of their ſovereigns, that this mixed breed has 
multiplied ſo greatly, as to conſtitute a conſidera- 
ble part of the population in all the Spaniſh ſettle- 


ments. The ſeveral ſtages of deſcent in this 


race, and the gradual variations of ſhade until 


the African black, or the copper- colour of Ame- 


lica, brighten into an European complexion, are 
accurately marked by the Spaniards, and each diſ- 


tinguithed by a peculiar name. Thoſe of the firſt 


generation are now conſidered and treated as In- 
dians and negroes; but in the third deſcent, the 


characteriſtic hue of the tormer diſappears ; "and 


in the fifth, the deeper tint of the latter is 
ſo entirely effaced, that they can no longer 


be diſtinguiſhed from Europeans, and are en- 


titled 


* Gage s Survey, p. 9. Frezier, 226. 


F Recopil. lib. vi. tit. i. . 2. Herrera, dec. i. lib. v. c. 12 
Dec. iii, lib. vii c. 2. 
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titled to all their privileges *. It is chiefly by this B OO K 

mixed race, whoſe frame is remarkably robuſt and — 

hardy, that the mechanic arts are carried on, and 

other active functions in ſociety are diſcharged, 


which the two higher claſſes of citizens, from 
pride, or from indolence, diſdain to exerciſe T. 


Tun negroes hold the fourth rank among the Negroes 


"rm the 
inhabitants of the Spaniſh colonies. The intro- founhorver, 


2 Their dreſs and appearance is hardly leſs ſplendid 
2 than that of their maſters, whoſe manners they 
ih imitate, and whoſe paſſions they imbibe T. Ele- 
- I vated by this diſtinQtion, they have aſſumed ſuch 
a tone of ſuperiority over the Indians, and treat 
us them with ſuch inſolence and ſcorn, that the anti- 
til pathy between the two races has become implaca- 
e ble. Even in Peru, where negroes are more nume- 
e rous, and employed in field-work as well as do- 
li meſtic ſervice, they maintain their aſcendant over 
rſt the Indians, and their mutual hatred ſubſiſts with 
In- equal violence. The laws have induſtriouſly fo- 
oy mented this averſion, to which accident gave riſe, 
1 


duction of that unhappy part of the human ſpe- 


cies into America, together with their ſervices and 
ſufferings there, ſhall be fully explained in another 
place; here they are mentioned chiefly, in order. 


to point out a peculiarity in their ſituation under 
the Spaniſh dominion. In ſeveral of their ſettle- 
ments, particularly in New Spain, negroes are 
chiefly employed in domeſtic ſervice. Ti hey form 


a principal part in the train of luxury, and are che- 
nſhed and careſſed by their ſuperiors, to whoſe 


vanity and pleaſures they are equally ſubſervient. 


| and by moſt rigorous injunctions, have endea- 


Vor. II. _ = - voured 
* Voy. de Ulloa, i. P. 7 + Thid. p. 29. Vey. de 

Vouguer, p. 101. Mele ndez, Teſoros, Verdacecros, i. 354. 
| Gave, p. 56. Voy. de Ulloa, i. 481. 


—x ˙ mm ·²ůãmãuñs a ere 


= a —— — p —ꝰõ³Oͥ ⁵ ³ꝗmAàmm— ⅛˙ ⅛TꝑN—— = 


— — 


——55ð—» : „ „„ 


_ ro 2 
r 


— 
"Ps 


370 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 
BOOK voured to prevent every intercourſe that might 


VIII. form a bond of union between the two races. 


—"> Thus, by an artful policy, the Spaniards derive 


ſtrength from that which is the weakneſs of other 
European colonies, and have fecured as aſſociates 
and defenders, thoſe very perfons who eMewhere 
are objects of jealouſy and terror *. 


The Indians PE Indians form the laſt, and the moſt de- 


form the 


1aft order of prefled order of men in that country, which be- 


citizens. 


longed to their anceſtors. I have already traced 
the progreſs of the Spaniſh ideas with reſpect to 
the condition and treatment of that people, and 
have mentioned the moſt important of their more 
carly regulations, concerning a matter of ſo much 
conſequence in the adminiſtration of their new 
dominions. But fince that period to which I have 
brought down the hiſtory of America, the infor- 
mation and experience acquired during two cen- 
turies, have enabled the court of Spain to make 
| ſuch improvements in this part of its American 
ſyſtem, that a ſhort view of the preſent condition 
of the Indians may prove both curious and in- 
tereſting. „ 
Their pre- By the famous regulations of Charles V. in 
on 1542, Which have been fo often mentioned, the 
high pretenſions of the conquerors of the New 
World, who conſidered its inhabitants as ſlaves, 
to whoſe ſervice they had acquired a full right of 
property, were finally abrogated. From that 
period, the Indians have been reputed freemen, 
and intitled to the privileges of ſubjects. When 
admitted into this rank, it was deemed juſt, that 
they ſhould contribute towards the ſupport and 
improvement of the ſociety, which had adopted 
SEES 5 ge - 3... them 


a Recopil. lib. vii. tit. v. J. 7. Herrera, dec. viii. lib. Vil, 
g. 12. Frerier, 244. „ 5 
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them as members. But as no conſiderable bene- BOOK 
fit could be expected from the voluntary efforts of VIII. 


men, unacquainted with regular indufiry, and — 


averſe to labour, the court of Spain found it ne- 
ceſſary to fix and ſecure, by proper regulations, 


what it thought reaſonable to exact from them. Tax im- 


With this view, an annual tax was impoſed upon 
every male, from the age of eighteen to fifty; and, 


at the Ame time, the nature as well as extent of the: | 
| ſervices which they might be required to perform, 


were aſcertained with preciſion. This tribute va- 


ries in different provinces, but if we take that paid 


in New Spain as a medium, its annual amount 


is nearly four ſhillngs a head, no exorbitant ſum 


in countries where, as at the ſource of wealth, the 


value of money is extremely low *. The right of 


levying it likewiſe varies. In America, every In- 


dian is either an immediate vaſſal of the crown, 


or depends upon ſome ſubject to whom the diſ- 


tric, in which he reſides, has been granted for a 
ted time, under the 3 of encomien- 


da. In the former caſe, about three-fourths of 


the tax are paid into the royal treaſury ; in the lat- 
ter, the ſame proportion of it belongs to the 
holder of the grant. When Spain firit took poſ- 


ſeſſion of America, the greater part of it was par- 
celled out among its conquerors, or thoſe who firſt 
ſettled there, and but a ſmall portion reſerved ſor 
the crown. As thoſe grants which were made for 


| wo lives only , reverted ſucceihvely to the ſo- 


vereign, he had it in his power either to diffuſe 
his favours by grants to new proporietors, or to 


augment his own revenue by valuable annexa- 


E b 2, tions, 


if See NOTE LXXIX. Rogen lib. vi. tit. v. J. 42. 


Hackluyt, vol. iii. p. 461. + Recopil. lib. vi. tit. vill, 
1. 48. Solorz. de Ind, jure, lib, ji, c. 16. 


— 


demanded. 
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BOOK tions *. Of theſe, the latter has been frequently 


VIII. choſen : the number of Indians. now depending 
immediately on the crown, is much greater than 
in the firſt age after the conqueſt, and this branch 

df the royal 1evenue continues to extend. 


Thefervices Typ benefit arifing from the ſervices of the In- 
dians accrues either to the crown, or to the holder 
of the encomienda, according to the ſame rule ob- 
ſerved in the payment of tribute. Thoſe ſervices, 
| however, which can now be legally exacted, are 
very different from the ſervile taſks originally i im- 
poſed upon the Indians. The nature of the work 
which they mult perform is defined, and an equi- 
table recompence is granted for their labour. The 
Rated ſervices demanded of the Indians, may 
be divided into two branches. They are either 
employed in works of primary neceſſity, without 
which ſociety cannot ſubſiſt comfortably, or are 
compelled to labour in the mines, from which the 

_ Spaniſh colonies derive their chief value and im- 

portance. In conſequence of the former, they 
are obliged to aſſiſt in the culture of maize, and 

| Other grain of neceſſary conſumption ; in tending 
cattle, in erecting edifices of public utility, in 
building bridges, and in forming high roads + ; 
but they cannot be conſtrained to labour in rai- 
ling vines, olives, and ſugar-canes, or any ſpe- 
cies of cultivation, which has for its object the 
gratification of luxury, or commercial profit 7. 
In conſequence of the latter, the Indians are com- 
pelled to undertake the more unpleaſant taſk, of 
CN. ore from the bowels of the earth, "0 
0 


*See NOTE LXXX, + Recopil. lib. vi. tit. xiii. I. 
29. Solorz. de Ind, jure, ii. lib. C0, 7s 9: 

1 Recopil. lib. vi. tit. xiii, c. I. 8. Solorz. lib. . 7. 
Noe. 41, &c. 
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of refining it by ſucceſſive proceſſes, no leſs un- B don 
vholeſome than operoſe #. _ © OY 
| Taz mode of exacting both theſe ſervices is Je mae, 
the ſame, and is under regulations framed with a thee. 
view of rendering it as little oppreſſive as poſſible _ 
to the Indians. They are called out alternately in 
_ diviſions, termed Mitas, and no perſon can be com- 
pelled to go but in his turn. In Peru, the num- 
ber called out muſt not exceed the ſeventh part of 
the inhabitants in any diſtrict T. In New Spain, 
where the Indians are more numerous, it is fix- 
ed at four in the hundred J. During what time 
the labour of thoſe Indians, who are employed in F 
agriculture, continues, I have not been able to i 
learn $. But in Peru, each Mita, or di viſion, deſ- | 1 
tined for the mines, remains there {1x months; 
and while engaged in this ſervice, a labourer ne- 
ver receives leſs than two ſhillings a day, and of- 
ten earns more than double that ſum ||. No Indian 
reliding at a greater diſtance than thirty miles from 
a mine, is included in the Mita, or diviſion em- 
ployed in working it © ; nor are the inhabitants of 
the low country expoſed to certain deſtruction, 
by compelling them to remove from that warm 
climate, to the cold elevated regions where mine- 
OE EE 
Tur Indians who live in the principal towns, How ko- 
are entirely ſubject to the Spaniſh laws and ma- 
giſtrates; but in their own viliages, they are go- 
verned by Caziques, ſome of whom are the de- 
icendants of their ancient lords, others are named 
by the Spaniſh viceroys. Theſe regulate the pet- 
ty 


t - * See NOTE LXXXI. f Recopil. lib. vi. tit. xi. l. 21. Fi 1 
9 50 F . $ See NOTE LAXXII. 3 7 
| ! Ulloa Entreten. 255, 250. Recopil. lib. vi. tit. xii. J. 3. 1 
b. Ibid. J. 29, and kit. . . 13. See NOTE ELXXXIII. 4 
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BOOK ty affairs of the people under them, according to 
VIII., maxims of juſtice tranſmitted to them by tradi- 
— tion from their anceftors. To the Indians, this 
jurifdiction, lodged in ſuch friendly hands, affords 
ſome conſolation ; and ſo little formidable 1 is this 
dignity to their new maſters, that they often allow 
it to deſcend by hereditary right *. *. For the farther 
relief of men ſo much expoſed to oppreſſion, the 
Spaniſh court has appointed an officer in every 
diſtrict, with the title of Protector of the Indians. 
It is his function, as the name implies, to aſſert 
the rights of the Indians, to appear in their de- 
fence in the courts of juſtice; and by the interpo- 
ſition of his authority, to ſet bounds to the en- 
croachments and exactions of his countrymen . 
A certain portion of the reſerved fourth of the 
annual tribute, is deſtined for the ſalary of the 
caziques and protectors, another is applied to the 
maintenance of the clergy employed in the in- 
ſtruction of the Indians J. Another part ſeems 
to be appropriated for their ſupport, and the pay- 
ment of their tribute in years of famine, or when 
a particular diſtrict is affected by any extraordina- 
ry calamity $. Beſides this, proviſion is made by 
various laws, that hoſpitals {hall be founded in 
__ every new ſettlement for the reception of Indians 
Such hoſpitals have accordingly been erected, both 
tor the indigent and infirm in Lima, in Cuzco, 
and in Mexico, where the Indians are treated with 
tenderneſs and humanity g. | 


Soc is the great outline of juriſprude net 
and policy by which the Indians 2 are now governed 


| in 


* Solor. de jure Ind. kb. i. c. 26. Recopil. lib. vi. tit. vi. 
+ Solorz. lib. i. C. 27. p. 201. Recopil. lib. vi. tit. v1. 
1 Recopil. lib. vi. tit. v. J. 30. Tit. xvi. l. 12—1 
§Recopil. lib. vi. tit. iv. 1. 13. || Recopil. lib. 1. tit. lv. 


I. 1, &. Joy. de Ulloa, i. 429. 509. Churchill, iy. 
499. 
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in the provinces belonging to Spain. In thoſe re- B O OR 
gulations of the Spaniſh monarchs, we diſcover no VIII. 
traces of that cruel ſyſtem of extermination, which TY . 


thoſe latter regulations, like the more early edicts. 
which have been already mentioned, have too often 
proved ineffectual remedies againſt the evils which 
they were intended to prevent. In every age, if 
the ſame cauſes continue to operate, the ſame ef- 
fects muſt follow. From the immenſe diſtance. 


they have been charged with adopting ; and if #4 
we admit, that the neceſſity of ſecuring ſubſiſtence + 
for their colonies, or the advantages derived from i | 
Working the mines, give them a right to avail _ Ml 
themſelves of the labour of the Indians, we muſt 15 
allow, that the attention with which they regulate q 4 
and recompenſe that labour, is provident and ſa- _ 
gacious. In no code of laws is greater ſolicitude 5 | 
diſplayed, or precautions multiplied with more 
concern for the preſervation, the ſecurity, and the h 
happineſs of the ſubject, than we diſcover in the j 
collection of the Spaniſh laws for the Indies. But Ne 


between the power entruſted with the execution of 
: laws, and that by whoſe authority they are en- 
N acted, the vigour even of the moſt abſolute go- 
5 vernment muſt relax, and the dread of a ſuperior 
. too remote to obſerve with accuracy, or to puniſh 
5 | with diſpatch, mult inſenſibly abate. Notwith- 
ſtanding the numerous injunctions of the Spaniſh | 


n monarchs, the Indians ſtill ſuffer, on many occa- 
ſions, both from the avarice of individuals, and 
from the exactions of the magiſtrates, who ought 


to have protected them; unreaſonable taſłs are im- 

0 poſed; the term of their labour is prolonged, and 

n they groan under all the intults and wrongs which 

fy are the lot of a dependent people &. From ſome | 1 
information on which I can depend, ſuch op- | 1 

| preſſion abounds more in Peru, than in any other bu 

if : _ colony, _ 9 . 


* Se NOTE, LXXXIV- 2 | 1 
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colony. But it is not general. According to the 
accounts, even of thoſe authors who are moſt ex- 
” poſed to exaggerate the ſufferings of the Indians, 
they, in ſeveral! provinces, enjoy not only eaſe, 


but affluence ; tliey poſſeſs large farms; they are 
maſters of numerous herds and flocks; and, by 


the knowledge which they have acquired of Eu- 
ropean arts and induſtry, are ſupplied not only 


Eccleſiaſti- 


with the neceſſaries, but with many luxuries of 
life . 


AFTER explaining the form of civil policy 


cal conſtitu- jn the Spaniſh colonies, and the ſtate of the vari- 


tion of the 
colonies, 


Reſtraints 
on the papal 
zuriſdickion. 


ous orders of perſons ſubject to it, the peculiari- 
ties in their eccleſiaſtical conſtitution merit conſi- 
deration. Notwithſtanding the ſuperſtitious ve- 
neration with which Spaniards are devoted to the 
Holy See, the vigilant and jealous policy of Fer- 
dinand early prompted him to take precautions 
_ againſt the introduction of the papal dominion 
into America. With this view, he ſolicited Alex- 
ander VI. for a grant of the tythes in all the newly- 
diſcovered countries , which he obtained on con- 
dition of his making proviſion for the religious in- 
ſtruction of the natives. Soon after, Julius II. 

conferred on him the right of patronage, and ab- 
ſolute diſpoſal of all eccleſiaſtical benefices there J. 

Both theſe pontiffs, unacquainted with the value 
of what he demanded, beſtowed thoſe donations 


with an inconſiderate liberality, which their ſuc- 


ceſſors have often lamented, and wiſhed to recall. 


In conſequence of thoſe grants, the Spaniſh mo- 


narchs have become, in effect, the heads of the 
American.church. In them the adminiſtration of 
its revenues is veſted. Their nomination of per- 
ſons to ſupply vacant benefices is inſtantly con- 

firmed 


* Gapge's Survey, p. 85. 90. 104. 119, &c. + Bulla Alex. 
VI. A. D. 1597; ap. 85 lorz. de jure Ind, ii. p. 408. 1 Bale 
Juli, n. 1508, Ibid. 589. | 
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firmed by the pope. Thus, in all Spaniſh Ame-BOOK 
rica, authority of every ſpecies centres in the VII. 
crown. There no colliſion is known between — 
ſpiritual and temporal juriſdiction, The king is 
the only ſuperior, his name alone is heard, and 
no dependence upon any foreign power has been 
introduced. Papal bulls cannot be admitted into 
America, nor are they of any force there, until 
they have been previouſly examined, and approved 
of by the royal council of the Indies *; and if any 
bull ſhould be ſurreptitiouſly introduced, and cir- 
culated in America without obtaining that appro- 
bation, eccleſiaſtics are required not only to pre- 
vent it from taking effect, but to ſeize all the co- 
pies of it, and tranſmit them to the council of 
the Indies +, To this limitation of the papal juri{- 
_ diction, equally ſingular, whether we conſider the 
age and nation in which it was devited, or the 
jealous attention with which Ferdinand, and his 
ſucceſſors, have {ſtudied to maintain it in full 
force 4, Spain is indebted, in a great meaſure, for 


the uniform tranqullity which has reigned in her 
American dominions. 


Tur hierarchy is eſtabliſhed in America in the Form and 


_ endow- 
fame form as in Spain, with its full train of arch- ase tue 


biſhops, biſhops, deans, and other dignitaries, church in 


The inferior clergy are divided into three claſſes, ek an 
under the denomination of Curas, Doctrineros, and 
Myfiomeros, The uſt are pariſh-priefts in thoſe 

parts of the country where the Spaniards have 
iettled. The ſecond have the charge of ſuch diſ- 

iricts as are inhabited by Indians, ſubjected to the 

»paniſh government, and living under its pro- 

tection. The third are pio ren in converting 


and 


Recopil. lib. i. tit. ix. I. 2. and Autas 8 de las 


indias, clxi. T Recop. lib. l. tit. vii. J. 5 } Recop. 
lib. J. pain, | | 


| — 
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BOOK and inſtructing thoſe fiercer tribes, which diſdain 
VIII. ſubmiſſion to the Spaniſh yoke, and live in remote 
or inacceſſible regions, to which the Spaniſh arms 
have not penetrated. So numerous are the eccle- 
ſiaſtics of all thoſe various orders, and ſuch the 
profuſe liberality with which many of them are 
endowed, that the revenues of the church in 
America are immenſe. The ſuperſtition of Rome 
appears with its utmoſt pomp in the New World. 
Churches and convents there are magnificent and 
richly adorned ; and on high feſtivals, the diſplay 
of gold and ſilver, and precious ſtones, is ſuch 
as 3 the conception of an European F. An 
eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment ſo ſplendid and expen- 
tive, is unfavourable, as has been formerly ob- 
ſerved, to the progreſs of riſing colonies ; but in 
countries where riches abound, and the people 
are ſo delighted with parade, that religion muſt | 
aſſume it, in order to attract their veneration, this 
propenſity to oftentation has been DUNE; and 
becomes leſs pernicious. > 


. carly inſtitution of monaſteries in the 

eee of Spaniſh colonies, and the inconſiderate zeal in 
monaſtic in- 

flitutions. Multiplying them. have been attended with con- 

ſequences more fatal. In every new ſettlement, 

the firſt object is to encourage population, and 

| to incite every citizen to contribute towards aug- 

menting the ſtrength and number of the commu- 

nity. -During the youth and vigour of ſociety, 

while there is room to ſpread, and ſuſtenance is 

procured with facility, mankind increaſe with 

amazing rapidity. But the Spaniards had hardly 

taken poſſeſſion of America, When, with a moſt 

prepoſterous policy, they began to erect convents 

where perſons of both ſexes were ſhut up, under 

a vow to defeat the purpoſe of nature, and io 


CounteraC! 4. 


* Yor. de Ulloa, i. 430. 
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counteract the firſt of her laws. Influenced by a B OO K 


miſguided piety, which aſcribes tranſcendent me- 
rit to a ſtate of celibacy, or allured by the proſ- 
pect of that liſtleſs eaſe, which, in ſultry climates, 
is deemed ſupreme felicity, numbers crowd into 


VIII. 
— 


thoſe manſions of floth and ſuperſtition, and are 


loſt to ſociety. As none but perſons of Spaniſh 


extract are admitted into the monaſteries of the 


New World, the evil is more ſenſibly felt, and eve- 


ry monk or nun, may be conſidered as an active 
member withdrawn from civil life. The impro- 
priety of ſuch foundations in any ſituation where 


the extent of territory requires additional hands to 
improve it, is ſo obvious, that ſome catholic ſtates 


have expreſsly prohibited any perſon in | their co- 
lonies from taking the monaſtic vows *. Even 
the Spaniſh monarchs, on ſome occaſions, lem to 


have been alarmed with the ſpreading of a ſpirit ſo 


adverſe to the increaſe and proſperity of their colo- 
mes, that they have endeavoured to check it f. 
But the Spaniards in America, more thorough- 


ly under the influence of ſuperſtition than their 


countrymen in Europe, and directed by eceleſiaſ- 


tics more bigoted and illiterate, have conceived 


ſuch an high opinion of monaſtic ſanctity, that no 


regulations can reſtrain their zeal; and, by the ex- 
cels of their ill-judged bounty, religious houſes 


have multiplied to a degree no leſs amazing than 


pernicious to ſociety . 


Ix viewing the ſtate of colonies, where the num- 
ber and influence of eccleſiaſtics is ſo great, the 
character of this powerful body is an object that 
merits particular attention. A conſiderable part 

of the ſecular clergy in Mexico and Peru are na- 


tives 


* Voy. Is Ulloa, ii. 124. + Herrera, dec. v. lib. ix. 


* 


d. 1, 2. Recop. lib. 1. tit. Ui. I. 1, 2. Fit; iv. c. 2. S lor z, 
ib. Ut, &, 23. ft Sce NOTE LXXXV. 
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rica. 
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BO O K tives of Spain. As perſons accuſtomed by their 
education to the retirement and indolence S aca- 


are more incapable of active enter- 
prize, and leſs diſpoſed to ſtrike into new paths, 
than any order of men, the eccleſiaſtical adven- 
turers by whom the American church is recruited, 
are commonly ſuch as, from merit or rank in life, 
have little proſpect of ſucceſs in their own coun- 


| of the bes- try. Accordingly, the ſecular prieſts in the New 


| ads 1 


World are ſtill leſs diſtinguiſhed than their bre- 
thren in Spain, for literary accompliſhments of 
any ſpecies; and though, by the ample proviſion 
which has been made for the American church, 
many of its members enjoy that eaſe and inde- 
pendence, which is favourable to the cultivation 
of ſcience; the body of ſecular clergy has hard- 
ly, during two centuries and a half, produced one 


author whoſe works convey ſuch uſeful informa- 


of the regu- 


. lars, 


tion, or poſſeſs ſuch a degree of merit, as to be 
ranked among thoſe which attract the attention of 
enlightened nations. But the greateſt part of the 
 eccleſiaſtics in the Spaniſh ſettlements are regulars. 
On the diſcovery of America, a new field opened 

to the pious zeal of the monaſtic orders; and, 
with a becoming alacrity, they immediately ſent 
forth miſſionaries to labour in it. The firſt at- 
tempt to inſtruct and convert the Americans, was 


made by monks; and, as ſoon as the conquelt of 


any province was completed, and its eccleſiaſti- 


_ cal eſtabliſhment began to aſſume ſome form, the 


popes, as a reward of their ſervice, permitted the 
miſſionaries of the four mendicant orders, to ac- 
cept of parochial charges in America, to perform 
all ſpiritual functions, and to receive the tythes, 


and other emoluments of the benefice, without 


depending on the juriſdiction of the biſhop of the 
dioceſe, or being ſubject to his cenſures. In con- 
ſequence of this, a new career of uſefulneſs, as 
well as new objects of ambition preſented —— 
elves 
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ſelves. Whenever a call is made for a freſh ſup- BOOK ] | 

ply of miſſionaries, men of the moſt ardent and VIII. 1 

aſpiring minds, impatient under the reſtraint of a Mah 

cloiſter, weary of its inſipid uniformity, and fa- 1 

tigued with the irkſome repetition of its frivolous 1 

functions, offer their ſervice with eagerneſs, and 1 

repair to the New World in queſt of liberty and 1 

diſinction. Nor do they purſue them without 9 

ſucceſs. The higheſt eccleſiaſtical honours and 31 

moſt lucrative preferments in Mexico and Peru, 3 8 
are often in the hands of regulars; and to them 1 
chiefly the Americans are indebted for any por- 4M] 

tion of ſcience that is cultivated among them. 1 "i 
They are almoſt the only Spaniſh ecclefialtics, 1 0 

from whom we have received accounts either of 1 
the civil or natural hiſtory of the various provin- .*R 

ces in America. Some of them, though deeply 

tinged with the indelible ſuperſtition of their pro- 

feſſion, have publiſhed books which give a favou- 

rable idea of their abilities The natural and 

moral hittory of the New World, by the Jeſuit 

Acoſta, contains more accurate obſervations, per- 

haps, and more ſound ſcience, than are to be found 

in any deſcription of remote countries e 

in the ſixteenth century. 


Bur the ſame diſguſt, with monaſtic life, to Diffulute 
which America is indebted for ſome inſtructors of nme : 
worth and abilities, filled it with others of a very im 
different character. The giddy, the profligate, the 
avaricious, to whom the poverty and rigid diſci- 
pline of a convent are intolerable, conſider a miſ- 
ſion to America as a releaſe from mortification and 
bondage. There they ſoon obtain ſome parochial 
charge, and far removed, by their fituation, from 
the inſpection of their monaltic ſuperiors, and ex- 
 empt, by their character, from the juriſdiction of 
their dioceſan *, they are hardly ſutteer to any con- 1 

-- .troul. * 


* Avenando Theſ. Indic. ii. 253. 
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BOOK troul. According to the teſtimony of the moſt 
VIII. 


1618. 
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zealous catholics, many of the regular clergy in 
the Spanith ſettlements, are not only deſtitute of 
the virtues becoming their profeſſion, but regard- 


| leſs of that external decorum and reſpect for the 


opinion of mankind, which preſerve a ſemblance 


of worth, where the reality | is wanting. Secure of 
impunity, ſome regulars, in contempt of their vow | 
of poverty, engage openly in commerce; and are 


ſo rapaciouſly eager in amaſſing wealth, that the: 

become the moſt grievous oppreſſors of the In- 
dians, whom 1t was their duty to have protected. 
Others, with no leſs flagrant violation of their vow 
of chaſtity, indulge with little diſguiſe in the moi 


difſolute licentiouſneſs * 


Various ſchemes have been propoſed 551 re- 


drefling enormities ſo manifeſt and offenſive. Se- 
veral perſons no leſs eminent for piety than diſ- 
cernment, have contended, that the regulars, in 


conformity to the canons of the church, ought to 


be confined within the walls of their cloiſters, and 


ſhould no longer be permitted to encroach on the 
functions of the ſecular clergy. Some public- 


ſpirited magiſtrates, from conviction of its being 
neceſſary to deprive the regulars of a privilege be- 


ſtowed at firſt with good intention, but of which 


time and experience had diſcovered the pernicious 


effects, openly countenanced the ſecular clergy in 
their attempts to aſſert their own rights. The 
Prince D'Eſquilache, viceroy of Peru under Philip 
III. took meaſures fo deciſive and effectual for cir- 
sumſcribing the regulars within their proper ſphere, 


as {truck them with general conſternation . They 
had recourſe to their uſual arts. 'They alarmed 
— 5: =: the 


See NOTE LXXXVI. + Sce NOTE LXXXVII. 
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the ſuperſtitious, by repreſenting the proceed- B 
ings of the viceroy as innovations fatal to religi- 
on. They employed all the refinements of in- 
trigue, in order to gain perſons in power; and ſe- 
conded by the powerful influence of the Jeſuits, 
who enjoyed all the privileges which belonged to 


the Mendicant orders in America, they made a 


339 
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deep impreſſion on a bigoted prince, and a weak 


miniſtry. The ancient practice was tolerated. 


The abuſes which it occaſioned continued to in- 


creaſe, and the corruption of Monks, exempt 


from the reſtraints of diſcipline, and the inſpec- 
tion of any ſuperior, became a diſgrace to religi- 


on. At laſt, as the veneration of the Spaniards 
for the monaſtic orders began to abate, and the 


power of the Jeſuits was upon the decline, Fer- 
dinand VI. ventured to apply the only effectual 
remedy, by iſſuing an edict prohibiting regulars 


of every denomination from taking the charge of 


any pariſh with the cure of fouls ; and declaring, 


that on the demiſe of the preſent incumbents, 


June 23d. 
1757, 


none but ſecular prieſts, ſubject to the juriſdiction 


of their dioceſans, ſhall be preſented to vacant be- 
nefices &. If this regulation is carried into exe- 
cution with ſteadineſs, in any degree proportional 
to the wiſdom with which it is framed, a very 
conſiderable reformation may take place in the ec- 
cleſiaſtical ſtate of Spaniſh America, and the ſecu- 
lar clergy may gradually become a reſpectable 
body of men. The deportment of many eccle- 
ſiaſtics, even at preſent, ſeems to be decent and 


exemplary, otherwiſe they would not be held in 


ſuch high eſtimation, and poſſeſs ſuch a wonder- 


ful aſcendant over the minds of their countrymen, 
throughout all the Spanith ſettlements. 


Eur 


* Real Cedula MS. penes me. 
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BOOK Bur whatever merit the Spaniſh eccleſiaſtics ir 
lf VEL America may poſſeſs, the ſucceſs of their endea- 
Small pro- Yours in communicating the knowledge of true 
kress in con- religion to the Indians has been more imperfect 
loca doe than might he ve been expected, either from the 
Chhriſtiani- degree of their zeal, or from the dominion which 
Fo they had acquired over that people. For this va- 
rious reaſons may be aſſigned. The firſt miſſiona- 
ries, in their ardour to make proſely tes, admitted 
the people of America into the chriſtian church, 
without previous inſtruction in the doctrines of re- 

ligion, and even before they themſelves had ac- 
quired ſuch knowledge of their language, as to be 
able to explain to them the myſteries of faith, or 
the precepts of duty. Reſting upon a ſubtle di- 
Itunction in ſcholaſtic theology, they adopted this 
ſtrange practice no leſs inconſiſtent with the ſpirit 
of a religion, which addreſſes itſelf to the under- 
ſtanding of men, than repugnant to the dictates 
of reaſon. As ſoon as any body of people, over- 

awed by dread of the Spaniſh power, moved by 

the example of their own chiets, incited by levity, 
or yielding from mere ignorance, expreſſed the 

ſlighteſt deſire of embracing the religion of their 
conquerors, they were inſtantly bapti ized. While 

this rage of converſion continued, a ſingle clergy- 
man baptized in one day above five thouſand 
Mexicans, and did not deſiſt until he was ſo ex- 
hauſted by fatigue, that he was unable to lift his 

hands. In the courſe of a few years, after the 
reduction of the Mexican empire, the ſacrament 

of baptiſm was adminiſtered to more than four 
millions T. Proſelytes adopted with ſuch inconſi- 
derate haſte, and who were neither inſtructed in the 

nature of the tenets, to which it was ſuppoſed they 

had given aſſent, nor taught the abſurdity of thote 


Which 


* P. Torribio, MS. Torquem. Mon. Ind. lib. xvi. c. 6. 
+ P. Torribio, Ibid. Torquem. lib. xvi. c. 5. 
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their veneration for their ancient ſuperſtitions in 
full force, or mingled an attachment to its doc- 
trines and rites, with that ſlender knowledge E 
Chriſtianity Which they acquired. Theſe Rent 
ments they tranſmitted to their poſterity, into 
whoſe minds they have ſunk ſo deep, that the 


| Spaniſh eccleſiaſtics, with all their 1 have 
not been able to eradicate them. The religious 


inſtitutions of their anceſtors are ſtill remembered, 
and held in honour by the Indians, both in Mex- 
ico and Peru; and whenever they think themſelves 
out of reach of inſpection by the Spaniards, they 
allemble and celebrate their idolatrous rites L. 


Bur this 1s not the moſt infirmountable ob- 
ſtacle to the progreſs of Chriſtianity among the 


Indians. The powers of their uncultivated un- 


derſtandings are fo limited, their obſervations and 


reflections reach ſo little beyond the mere objects 
of ſenſe, that they ſeem hardly to have the capaci- 
ty of forming abſtract ideas, and poſſeſs not lan- 
guage to expreſs them. To ſuch men, the ſub- 
lime and ſpiritual doctrines of Chriſtianity muſt 
be incomprehenſible. The numerous and ſplen- 
did ceremonies of popith worſhip, as they catch 


the eye, pleaſe and intereſt them, but when their 
inſtructors attempt to explain the articles of faith, 
with which thoſe external obſervances are con- 


nected, though they liſten with patience, they ſo 
little conceive the meaning of what they hear, that 
their aoquieſcence does not merit the name of be- 

lief. Their indifference is {till greater than their 


incapacity. Attentlve 8 to the prefent mo- 


ment, and ingrofſed by the objects before them, 


the Indians fo feldom reflect upon what 18. Pat, 
Vor. 3 e | Or 


1 Vey. ge Ulloa, j. , Targuem. ih. r. K. 23 
Lib. xvi. c. 28. Gage 74 
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3 OO or take thought for what is to come, that neither 


Vun. 


the promiſes nor threats of religion, make much 
impreſſion upon them; and white their foreſight 
rarely extends ſo far as the next day, it is almoſt 


impoſſible wo inſpire them with folicitude about 
the concerns of a ſuture world. Aſtoniſhed equal- 


ily at their ſlowneſs of comprehenſion, and at 
their inſenſibility, ſome of the early miſſionaries 
pronounced them a race of men ſo brutiſh, as to 
be incapable of underſtanding the firſt principles 
of religion. A council held at Lima, decreed, 
that, on account of this incapacity, they ought to 
be excluded from the ſacrament of the Eucha- 
riſt x. And though Paul III. by his famous bull, 
iſfued in the year 1537, declared them to be ra- 
tional creatures, entitled to all the privileges of 


Chriſtians þ ; yet, after the lapſe of two centuries, 


during which they have been members of the 
church, ſo imperfe& are their attainments in 
knowledge, that very few poſleſs ſuch a portion 
of ſpiritual diſcernment, as to be deemed worthy 
of being admitted to the holy communion F. From 


this idea of their incapacity and imperfect know- 


ledge of religion, when the zeal of Philip II. eſta- 


bliſhed the inquiſition in America in the year 
1570, the Indians were exempted from the juril- 


diction of that ſevere tribunal &, and {till continue 
under the inſpection of their dioceſans. Even af- 
ter the moſt perfect inſtruction, their faith is held 
to be feeble and dubious ; and though ſome of 
them have been taught the learned languages, and 
have gone through the ordinary courſe of academic 
education with applauſe, their frailty is ſtill fo 


much ſuſpected, that no Indian is either ordained 


a prieſt, or received into any religious order 


FROM 
* Torquem. lib. xvi. c. 20. + Torquem. lib. xvi. c. 
25. Garcia origen. 311. 1 Voy. de Ulloa, i. 344 
Recop. lib. vi. tit. i. I. 35. Torquem. lib. I 
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From this brief ſurvey, ſome idea may beBOOK 
- VI, 
Kenny ewes 


ey Productions 
ſupply and enrich the mother-country, and the ef the $p4- 


niſh colo- 


formed of the interior ſtate of the Spaniſh col»- 
nies. The various productions with which the: 


ſyſtem of commercial intercourſe between them, 
come next in order to be explained. If the do- 
minions of Spain in the New World, had been 
of ſuch moderate extent, as bore any proportion 
to the parent ſtate, the progreſs of her colonizing 
might have been attended with the fame benefit 
as that of other nations. But when, in leſs than 
half a century, her inconſiderate rapacity had 


ſeized on countries larger than all Europe, her in- 


nies. 


ability to fill ſuch vaſt regions, with a number of 


inhabitants ſufficient for the cultivation of them, 


was ſo obvious, as to give a wrong direction to 


, all the efforts of the coloniſts. They did not form 


compact ſettlements, where induſtry, circum- 


| ſcribed within limits, both in its views and ope- 


rations, 1s conducted with that ſober perſevering 


ſpirit, which gradually converts whatever is in its 
poſſeſſion to its proper uſe, and derives from it 
the greateſt advantage. Inſtead of this, the Spa- 


| niards, ſeduced by the boundleſs proſpect which 


opened to them, divided their poſſeſſions in Ame- 


- Þ rica into governments of vaſt extent. As their 
number was too ſmall to attempt the regular 
culture of the immenſe provinces, which they oc- 


cupied rather than peopled, they bent their atten- 


uon to a few objects, that allured them with hopes 
| of ſudden and exorbitant gain, and turned away 
with contempt from the humbler paths of induſ- 
try, which lead more ſlowly, but with greater cer- 
ktainty, to wealth and increaſe of national firength. 


Dr all the methods by which riches may be ac- From their 
| quired, that of ſearching for the precious metals 
s one of the moſt inviting to men, who are ei- 
544 | ter unaccuſtomed to the regular aſſiquity with 


C 2 which 


mines. 
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which the culture of the earth, and the operations 
of commerce mult be carried on, or fo enterpri- 


ling and rapacious, as not to be ſatisfied with the 


_ gradual returns of profit Which they yield. Ac- 


cordingly, 2 2. ſoon as the ſeveral countries in Ame 
rica were ſubjected to the dominion of Spain, this 
was almoſt the only method of acquiring wealth 


which occurred to the adventurers, by whom they 


were conquered. Such provinces of the continent 
as did not allure them to ſettle, by the profpect of 
their affording le and filver, were totally ne- 


glected. Fhoſe, in which they met with a diſ- 


appointment of the ſanguine expectations they 
had formed, were abandoned. Even the value of 
the iſlands, the firit fruits of their diſcoveries, and 


the firſt object of their attention, funk fo much 


in their cſtimalion, when the mines which they 


had opened there were exhauſted, that they were 


deſerted by many of the planters, and left to be 
occupied by more induſtrious poſſeſſors. All 
crowded to Mexico and Peru, where the vaſt 


quantities of gold and ſilver found among the na- 


Biſcovery of 
tRoſe of Po- 
fi and Sa- 

cotecas. 


tives, who ſearched for them with little induſtry, 
and leſs ſkill, promiſed an unexhauſted ſtore, as 
the recompence of more intelligent and perſever- 
ing efforts. 


Dorn ſeveral years, the ardour of their re- 
ſearches was kept up by hope, rather than ſucceſs. 
At length, the rich ſilver mines of Potoſi, in Peru, 
were accidentally diſcovered in the year 1345 
by an Indian, as he was ctambering up the moun- 
tain, in purſuit of a Llama which had ſtrayed from 
his flock. Soon after the mines of Sacotecas, in 
New Spain, little inferior to the other in value, 
were opened. From that time, ſucceſſive diſco- 


_. veries have been made in both colonies, and ſilver 


mines 


* Fernandez, p. i. lib. xi. c. 11. 
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mines are now ſo numerous, that the working of BOOK 
them, and of ſome few mines of gold in the pro- 28 — 
vinces of Tirra Fierma, and the new kingdom of 8 
Granada, has become the capital occupation of 

the Spaniards, and is reduced into a ſyſtem no 

lefs complicated than intereſting. To deſcribe 

the nature of the various ores, the mode of ex- 
tracting them from the bowels of the earth, and 

to explain the ſeveral Proc efles by which the me- 

tals are ſeparated from the ſubſtances with which 

they are mingled, either by the action of fire, or 

the attractive powers of mercury, is the province 

of the natural philoſopher or e rather than 


ob the hiſtorian. 

Tas exuberant profuſion with which the moun- Riches | 
\ I tains of the New World poured forth their trea- e ws 
c WE ſures, aſtoniſhed mankind, accuſtomed hitherto 

do receive a penurious ſupply of the precious me- 

li tals, from the more ſcanty ſtores contained in the 

| mines of the ancient hemiſphere. According to 


principles of computation, which appear to be 
extremely moderate, the quantity of gold and 
ſilver that has been regularly entered in the ports 
of Spain, is equal in value to four millions ſter- 
lng annually, reckoniag from the year 1492, in 
which America was diſcovered to the preſent 
time. This in two hundred and eighty-three 
years, amounts to cleven hundred and thirty-two 
millions. Iminenſe as this ſum is, the Spaniſh 
vriters contend, that as much more ought to be 
added to it, in conſideration of the treaſure which 
has been extracted from the mines, without paying 
duty to the king. By this account, Spain has 
drawn from the New World a ſupply of wealth, 


amounting at leail to two thouſand millions of 
pounds ſterling.“ 
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BOOK Tur mines, which have yielded this amazing 


VIII. 


Spirit to 
which this 
gives riſe, 


and unintcrefting. The charms of this 


quantity of treaſure, are not worked at the ex- 
pence of the crown, or of the public. In order 
to encourage private adventurers, the perſon who 
dilcovers a new vein, is intitled to the property of 
it. Upon laying his claim before the governor of 


the province, a certain extent of land is meaſured. 


oF, and a certain number of Indians allotted him, 
under the obligation of his opening the mine 
within a limited time, and of his paying the cul- 


tomary duty to the king, for what it ſhall produce. 
Invited by the facility with which ſuch grants are 


obtained, and encouraged by ſome ſtriking exam- 
pics of ſucceſs in this line of adventure: not only 
the ſanguine and the bold, but the timid and diffi- 
dent enter upon it with aſtoniſhing ardour. With 


vaſt objects always in view, fed continually with 


hope, and expecting every moment that fortune 
will unveil her ſtores, and give them up to their 
withes, they deem every other occupation inſipid 
purſuit, 
Fke the rage for deep play, is fo bewitching, and 
take ſuch full poſſeſſion of the mind, as even to 
give a new bent to the natural temper. Under its 
influence, the cautious become enterprizing and 
the covetous profuſe. Powerful as this charm na- 
turally is, its force is augmented by the arts of an 
order of men known in Peru, by the cant name 
of ſearchers, Theſe are commonly perſons of de- 
ſperate fortunes, who, availing themſelves of ſome 
ſkill in mine eralogy, accompanied with the inſinuat- 
ing manner, and confident pretenſions peculiar 
o projectors, addreſs the wealthy and the credu- 
bal By plauſible deſcriptions of the appearances 
Which they have diſcovered of rich veins hitherto 
unexplored ; by producing when requiſite, ſpeci- 
mens of promiſing ore; by affirming, with an im- 
poſing allnrance, that ſucceſs is certain, and that 


the EXPENCE muſt be trifling ; they ſeldom fail to 


perſuade 
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pe erſuade. An aſſociation is formed; a ſmall ſum 


is advanced by each co-partner; the mine is open- 


ed; 


the ſearcher is intruſted with the ſole direc- 


tion of every operation: unforeſeen difficulties oc- 


cur, 


new demands of money are made; but a- 


midit a ſucceſſion of diſappointments and delays, 


hope is never extinguiſhed, and the ardour of ex- 


pectation hardly abates. For it is obſerved, that 
it any perſon once enter this ſeducing path, it is 
almoſt impoſſible to return; his ideas alter, he 
ſeems to be poſſeſſed with another ſpirit, viſions of 
Imaginary wealth are continually before his eyes, 
and he thinks, and 1 88 and dreams of nothing 


elle *, 


SUCH is the ſpirit that muſt be formed, wheres Fatal: 


ever the active exertions of any ſociety are chiefly 
employed in working mines of gold and filver. 


No ſpirit is more adverſe to ſuch improvements in 


agriculture and commerce, as render a nation re- 


ally opulent. If the ſyſtem of adminiſtration in 
the 


Spaniſh colonies had been founded upon the 


principles of found policy, the power and ingenui- 
ty of the legiſlature would have been exerted with 
as much ardour, in reſtraining its ſubjects from 


ſuch pernicious induſtry, as is now eraployed in 


alluring them towards it.“ Projects of mining 


“ (fays a good judge of the political conduct of 
nations) inſtead of replaciag the capital em- 
ployed in them, together with the ordinary 
profit of ſtock, commonly abſorb both capital 
and profit. They are the projects therefore, to 
which, of all others, a prudent law-gtver, who 
defired to increaſe the capital of his nation, 
* would leaſt chuſe to give any extraordinary en- 
couragement, or to turn towards them a greater 


oy * ſhare 


* Uiioa Entreten, p. 223 
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BOOK © ſhare of that capital than would go to them of 


VIII. 


its own accord. Such, in reality, is the abſurd 
confidence which all men have in their own 
« good fortune, that wherever there is the leaſt 


probability of ſucceſs, too great a ſhare of it is 


« apt to go to them of its own accord *.” But in 
the Spanith colonies government is ſtudious to che- 
riſh a ſpirit which it ſhould have laboured to de- 
preſs, and by the ſanction of its approbation aug- 
ments that inconſiderate credulity, which has turn- 


ed the active induſtry of Mexico and Peru into 


ſuch an improper channel. To this may be im- 


puted the flender progreſs which they have made 


during two centuries and a half, either in uſeful 


manufactures, or in thoſe lucrative branches of cul- 


tivation, Which {urniſh the colonies of other nati- 
ons with their ſtaple commodities. In compariſon 


with the precious metals, every bounty of nature 
is ſo much deſpiſed, that this extravagant idea of 


their value has mingled with the idiom of the lan- 
guage in America, and the Spaniards ſettled there 
denominate a country, rich, not from the fertility 
of us foil, the abundance of its crops, or the exu- 
berance of its paſtures, but on account of the 
minerals which its mountains contain. In queſt 
cf theie, they abandon the delightful plains of Peru 


and Mexico; and reſort to barren and uncomlori- 
able regions, where they have built ſome of ihe 
largeit towns which they poſſeſs in the New World. 


As the activity and enterpriſe of the Spaniards 
originally took this direction, it is now fo difficult 
to bend them a different way, that although, from 
various cauſes, the gain of working mines is much 
decreaſed; the faſcination continues, and almoſt 
every perſon, who takes any active part in the 
commerce of New Spain or Peru, is flill engaged 
in ſome adventure of this kind +. 

| Bur 

* Dr. Smits Ianguirv. &. 11. 18 | 
i, 
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Bur though mines are the chief object of at- 
tention to the Spaniards, and the precious metals 


commerce; the fertile countries which they poſ- 
ſeſs, ſupply them with other commodities of ſuch 
value or ſcarcity, as to attract a conſiderable de- 
gree of attention. Cochineal 1s a production al- 


moſt peculiar to New Spain, of ſuch demand in 


commerce, that the tale is always certain, and it 
yields ſuch profit, as amply rewards the pains and 


attention employed in rearing the curious infects | 
of which this valuable drug is compoſed, and pre- 


paring 1t for the market. "Quinquina, or Jeſuit's 
Bark, the moſt ſalutary ſimple, perhaps, and cf 


pation for human infirmity, has made known un- 


to man, is found only in Peru, t 0 which it affords a 


BOOK 

| VIII. 
which they yield, form the principal article in their other con- 
mod: lies of 


the 
niſh 
nies. 


moſt reſtorative virtue, that Providence, in com- 


lucrative branch of commerce“. The indigo of 


Guatimala 1s ſuperior in quality to that of any pro- 
vince in America, and cultivated to a conſidera- 
ble extent. Cacoa, though not peculiar to the 
Spaniſh colonies, attains to its higheſt ſtate of per- 
lection there, and from the great conſumption of 
chocolate in Europe, as well as in America, is a 


valuable commodity. The tobacco of Cuba, of 


more exquiſite flavour than any brought from the 


New World; the ſugar raiſed in that land, 
Hilpaniola, and in Now Spain; together witi 
drugs of various kinds, may he mentioned among 


the natural productions of America, Which enrich 


the Spaniſh commerce. To theſe mult be added 
an article of no inconſiderable account, the ex- 
portation of hides; for which, as well as fon many 
of thoſe which I have enumerated, the Spaniards 


L4 — L 


are more indebted to the wonderful fertility of the 


country than to their own foreſight and induſtry. 
The domeſtic animals of Europe, particularly 
| or ned 
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horned cattle, have multiplied in the New World 
with a rapidity which almoſt exceeds belief. A 
few years after tho Spaniards ſettled there, the 
herds of tame cattle became ſo numerous, that 
their proprietors reckoned them by thouſands *. 
Leſs attention being paid to them, as they conti- 
nued to increaſe, they were ſuffered to run wild, 
and ſpreading over a country of boundleſs extent, 
under a mild climate and covered with rich pal- 
ture, their number became immenſe. They range 
over the vaſt plains which extend from Buenos 


Ayres, towards the Andes, in herds of thirty or 


| forty thouſand; and the unlucky traveller who 


once falls in among them, may proceed ſeveral 

days before he can diſentangle himſelf from among 
the crowd that covers the face of the earth, and 
ſeems to have no end. They are hardly leſs nu- 
merous in New Spain, and in ſeveral other pro- 


vinces: theſe are killed merely for the ſake of 


tneir hides; and the ſlaughter at certain ſeaſons is 


lo great, that the ſtench of the carcaſes which are 


left in the field, would affect the air, if large packs 
of wild dogs, and vaſt flocks of gallmazos, or 
American vultures, the moſt voracious of all the 
feathered kind, did not inſtantly devour them. 
The number of thoſe hides exported in every flect 


to Europe is prodigious, and 1s a lucrative branch 
of commerce . | 


ALMosrT all thoſe articles may be conſidered a as 


ſtaple commodities peculiar to America, and dit- 
ferent, if we except that laſt mentioned, from the 
productions of the mother-country. | 


Advantages 


whichSpain 
derives 
from her 
colonies, 


WHEN the importation into Spain of thoſe Va- 
nous articles from her colonies, firſt became active 
and conſiderable, her interior induſtry and manu- 


factures 


* Oviedo ap. Ramul. iii. for. B. Hackluyt, iii. 456. 511. 
+ Acoſta, lib. iii. c. 33. Ovallo Bit. of Chili. Church. 


Collect, iii. 47. ſep. Ibid. v. p. 680, 692. Letires Le 
X11!. 235. Eee i. 249. 
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factures were in a ſtate fo proſperous, that with OOK 


the product of theſe, ſhe was able both to purchaſe VIII. 


the commodities of the New World, and to an- 


ſwer its growing demands. Under the reigns of 


Ferdinand and Iſabella, and Charles V. Spain was 


one of the moſt induſtrious countries in Europe. 


Her manufactures in wool, and flax, and ſilk, were 


ſo extenſive, as not only to furniſh what was ſuf- 
ficient for her own conſumption, but to afford a 
| ſurplus for exportation. When a market for them, 


formerly unknown, and to which the alone had 


acceſs, opened 1 in America, ſhe had recourſe to 


her domeſtic ſtore, and found there an abundant 
ſupply #. This new employment muſt naturally 
have added vivacity to the ſpirit of induſtry. 


Nouriſned and invigorated by it, the manufac- 
tures, the population, and wealth of Spain might 


have gone on increaſing in the ſame proportion 


with her colonies. Nor 1 was the ſtate of the Spa- 


niſh marine at this period leſs flouriſhing than that 
of its manufactures. In the beginning of the 
ſixteenth century, Spain is ſaid to have poſſeſſed 
above a thouſand merchant ſhips f, a number 
probably far ſuperior to that of any nation in 
Europe. By the aid which forcign trade and do- 
meſtic induſtry give reciprocallx to each other in 


their progreſs, the augmentation of both muſt 
have been rapid and extenſive, and Spain might 
have received the fame accetſion of opulence and 


vigour from her acquiſitions in the New World, 
that other powers have de lv ed from their colonies 


there. 


Bur various cauſes Peres ten this. It is With Why the 
nations as with individuals, when wealth flows in es nor 


now deriye 


gradually, and with moderate increaſe, 1t feeds the ſame, 


and nouriſhes that activity which is friendly to 
_ commerce, 


* dee NO: T-E-XCH, t Campomanes, ii. 140. 
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BOOK commerce, and calls it forth into vigorous and 
VIII. well conducted exertions; but when it pours in 
—Y> ſuddenly, and with too full a ſtream, 1t overturns 
all ſober plans of induſtry, and brings along with 
it a taſte for what is wild, and extravagant, and 
daring in buſineſs or in action. Such was the great 
and ſudden augmentation of power and revenue, 
that the poſſeſſion of America brought into Spain, 
and ſome ſymptoms of its pernicious influence 
upon the political operations of that monarchy 
ſoon began to appear. For a conſiderable time, 
however, the ſupply of treaſure from the New 
World was ſcanty and precarious, and the genius 
of Charles V. conducted public meafures with ſuch 
prudence, that the effects of this influence were 
little perceived. But when Philip II. aſcended the 
Spaniſh throne, with talents far inferior to thoſe of 
his father, and remittances from the colonies be- 
came a regular and valt branch of revenue, the 
fatal operation of this rapid change in the ſtate of 
the kingdom, both on the monarch and his peo- 
ple, was at once conſpicuous. Philip, poſſeſſing 
that ſpirit of unceaſing aſſiduity, which often cha- 
racterizes the ambition of men of moderate talents, 
_ entertained ſuch an high opinion of his own reſour- 
ces, that he thought nothing too arduous for him 
to undertake. Shut up himſelf in the folitude of 
the Eſcurial, he troubled and annoyed all the na- 
tions around im. He waged open war with the 
Dutch and Engliſh ; he encouraged and aided a 
rebellious faction in France; he conquered Portu- 
gal, and maintained armies and garriſons in Italy, 
Africa, and both the Indies. By ſuch a multipli- 
city of great and complicated operations, purſucd 
with ardonr during the courſe of a long reign, 
Spain was drained both of men and money. Un- 
der the weak adminiſtration of his ſucceſſor, Phi- 
lip III. the vigour of the nation continued to de- 
creaſe, and ſunk imo the lowell decline, when 


1 IC 


the pat 
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me inconſiderate bigotry of that monarch expel- BOOK 
led at once near a million of his moſt induſtrious VIII. 
ſubjects, at the very time when the exhauſted ſtate =——— 


of the kingdom required ſome extraordinary ex- 
ertion of political wiſdom to augment its num- 


bers, and to revive its ſtrength. Early in the ſe 


venteenth century, Spain felt ſuch a diminution 


in the number of her people, that from inability 


to recruit her armies, ſhe was obliged to contract 


her operations. Her flouriſhing manufactures were 


different parts of her own dominions was inter- 


rupted, and the ſhips which attempted to carry 
1t on, were taken and plundered by enemies, 


1611. 


fallen into decay. Her fleets, Which had been the 
terror of all Europe, were ruined. Her extenſive 
foreign commerce was loſt. The trade between 


whom they once deſpiſed. Even agriculture, the 


primary object of induſtry in every proſperous ſtate, 


was neglected, and one of the moſt fertile coun- 


tries in Europe hardly raiſed what was ſufficient 
for the ſupport of its own inhabitants. 


In proportion as the population and manufac- 


Rapid de- 


tures of the parent ſtate declined, the demands of ene of 7 


her colonies continued to increaſe. The Spaniards, 


like their monarchs, intoxicated with the wealth 
which 3 in annually upon them, deſerted 


cuſtomed, and repaired with eagerneſs to thoſe 


regions from which this opulence iſſued. By this 


rage of emigration, another drain was opened, 
and the ſtrength of the colomes augmented by ex- 


| hauſting that of the mother country. All thoſe 


emigrants, as well as the adventurers who had at 


firſt ſettled in America, depended abſolutely upon 


Spain for almoſt every article of necellary conſump- 
tion. Engaged in more alluring and lucrative 
purſuits, or prevented by reſtraints which govern- 
ment impoſed, they could not turn their own 

attention 


trade. 


s of induſtry, to which they had been ac- 
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B 90K attention towards eſtabliſhing the manufactures 
8 requiſite for comfortable ſubſiſtence. They re 
cCeived (as | have obſerved in another place) their 
clothing, their furniture, whatever miniſters to 
the eaſe or lux ry of life, and even their inſtru- 
ments of labour from Europe. Spain, thinned of 
people, and void of induſtry, was unable to ſup- 
ply their increaſing demands. She had recourſe to 
her neighbours. The manufactures of the Low 
Countries, of England, of France, and of Italy, 
which her wants called into exiſtence, or animated 
with new vivacity, furniſhed in abundance what- 
ever ſhe required. In vain did the fundamental 
law concerning the excluſion of toreigners from 
trade with America, oppoſe this innovation. Ne- 
_ cefſity, more powerful than any ſtatute, defeated 
its operations, and conſtrained the Spaniards them- 
telves to concur in eluding it. The Engliſh, the 
French, and Dutch, relying on the fidelity and ho- 
nour of Spaniſh merchants; who lend their names 
to cover the deceit, {end out their manufactures to 
America, and receive the exorbitant price for which 
they are fold there, either in ſpecie, or in the rich 
commodities of the New World. Neither the 
dread of danger, nor the allurement of profit, 
ever induced a Spaniſn factor to betray or defraud 
the perſon who confided in him“; and that probi- 
ty, which 1s the pride and diſtinction of nation, 
contributes to its ruin. In a ſhort time, not above 
a twentieth part of the commodities exported to 
America was of Spaniſh growth or fabric Þ. All 
the reſt was the property of foreign merchants, 
though entered in the name of Spaniards. The 
treaſure of the New World may be ſaid hencc- 
forward not to have belonged to Spain. Be- 
fore it reached Europe, it was anticipated as the 
Price 
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price of goods purchaſed from foreigners. That BO OK 
wealth, which, by an internal circulation, would 
have ſpread through each vein of induſtry, and 
have conveycd life and activity to every branch of 
manufacture, flowed out of the kingdom with 
ſuch a rapid courſe, as neither enriched nor ani- 
mated it. On the other hand, the artiſans of rival 
nations, encouraged by this quick ſale of their 
commodities, improved ſo much in ſkill! and 
induſtry, as to be able to afford them at a rate 
fo low, that the manufactures of Spain, which 
could not vie with theirs, either in quality or cheap- 
neſs of work, were ſtill farther depreſſed. This 
deſtructive commerce drained off the riches of 
the nation faſter and more completely, than even 
the extravagant ſchemes of ambition carried on 
by its monarchs. Spain was ſo much aſtoniſhed 
and diſtreſſed, at beholding her American trea- _ 
ſures vaniſh almoſt as ſoon as they were import- 
ed, that Philip III. unable to ſupply what was 
"requiſite in circulation, iſſued an edict, by which 
be endeavoured to raiſe copper money to a value 
| in currency nearly equal to that of ſilver *; and 
the lord of the Peruvian and Mexican mines was 
reduced to a wretched expedient, which is the lait 
| | reſource of petty impoveriſhed ſtates. _ 
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Tuus the poſſeſſions of Spain in America have 


* not proved a ſource of population and of wealth 
- to her, in the ſame manner as thoſe of other na- 
0 tions. In the countries of Europe, where the 
I | ſpirit of induſtry ſubſiſts in full vigour, every 
” KW perſon ſettled in ſuch colonies, as are ſimilar in 
- their ſituation to thoſe of Spain, is ſuppoſed 10 
Jive employment to three or four at home in ſup- 
I plying his wants T. But wherever the mother- 
a | 1 85 country 


8. * * Uztariz, c. 104. f Child on trade and colonies. 
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| BOOK country cannot afford this ſupply, every emigrant 

| may be conſidered as a citizen loſt to the commu- 
1 | | —Y> nity, and ſtrangers mult reap all the benefit of 

' 


anſwering bis demands. 


| Increaſed by Such has been the internal ſtate of Spain from 
the mode 0 


regulating the cloſe of the ſixteenth century, and tuch her 
ind inter-; Inability to ſupply the growing wants of her colo- 


courſe with 


— 


3 
— 


—_— 2 
_—_ 


” _ we © — — — - 8 — — — — r 6 " es ao — eu —— 4 — * — — f Y he IF. — — ——————— TR. — 
. A — Q— * — 1 — 2 2 a n * n * = R 2 WV = — r 3 WY , X 2 eee on o_ 1 
_ " . + — —— — — — — r * — . LID — ED I” 1 — - * R — . a | . . a 
> — — .. 3 a Y J 0 a q . 2 8 * N IC 2d * 2 8 2. . i "* þ H—_ * — nds — — « — — — — — 1 — - — — a — - 
— Rr. 2 n 2 Se oe Mb" ns n Subba N . 3 & - — — — — 
— — = — — * — — — 


- 
— TJ 


4 n 
— 3 22 
— 
I 5 
— — — oy ©» BR 


——— - 2 * - yon — mY 
2 s * 8 —— — — . — —ͤ—ũ— — — 
r. ro en os — IST ear, wrap. — — ung oro — — ——— of CCI " * 
2 — e * 9 — — 8 1 2 8 — RY 2 5 
. A : - ——.— — —k— 8 — — 
— — — 5 £XIPY - 
8 EY w * — i _—_ * 2 — 22 > 2 2 — 
1 2 22 — RE by N 
3 r __—__ 282 * — 7 22 —— 
" . S.. 


America, 


cColonies. 
the trade with America, and debarring her ſub- 


nation. 
ſhe aimed, Spain did not veſt the trade with her 


the latter 


nies. The fatal effects of this diſproportion be- 


tween their demands, and her capacity of anſwer- 


ing them, have been much increaſed by the mode 
in which Spain has endeavoured fo regulate the 
intercourſe between the mother country and the 
It is from her idea of monopolizing 


jects there from any communication with foreign- 


ers, that all her | Jealous and ſyſtematic : arrangements 
have ariſen. 


Theſe are ſo ſingular in their nature 
and conſzquences, as to merit a particular expla- 
In order to ſecure the monopoly at which 


Colonies in 15 excluſive company, a plan which 
has been adopted by nations more commercial, 
and at a period when egg policy was an 
Object of greater attention, and ought to have 
been better underftood. ＋ he Dutch gave up the 


whole trade with their colonies, both in the Ealt 


and Weſt Indies, to excluſive companies. The 
Englith, the French, the Danes, have imitated 
their example with reipect to the Eaſt Indian com- 
merce; and the two former have laid a ſimilar re- 


ſtraint upon ſome branches of their trade with the 


New World. The wit of man cannot, perhaps, 
deviſe a method for checking the progreſs of 
induſtry and population in a new colony more 
effectual than this. The intereft of the co- 
lony, and the exchiſive company, muſt in eve- 
ry point be diametrically oppoſite ; and 

ollefles ſuch advantages in this un- 
equal conteſt, that it can preſcribe at picaſurc 
4 | the 


buy dear and fell cheap, but ſuffer the mortifica- A 


they are permitted to diſpoſe of it *. 


direction of a commerce ſo inviting; and in order 
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the terms 1 intercourſe, the former muſt not only BOOK 
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SPAIN, it is pr robable, was preſerved from fall- This __ : 
ing into this error in policy, by the high ideas neg ach 
which ſhe early formed concerning the riches of the e 
New World. Gold and ſilver were commodities 
of too high value to veſt a monopoly of them in 
private hands. The crown withed to retain the 


x 
1 

t 

i 


to ſecure that, ordained that the cargo of every 
ſhip fitted out for America, ſhould be Taſpected by 
the officers of the Caſa de Comratacion in Seville, 
before it could receive a licence to make the voy- 
age; and that on its return, a repoit of the com- 
modities which it brought ſhould be made to the 
fame board, before it could be permitted to land 
them. In conſequence of this regulation, all the 
trade of Spain with the New W orld centred in the 
port of Seville, and was gradually brought into a 
form, in which it has been conducted, with little 
variation, from the middle of the ſixteenth century 
almoſt to our own times. For the greater ſecuri- 
ty of the valuable cargocs ſent to America, as well 
as for the more eaſy prevention of fraud, the com- 
merce of Spain with its colonies 1s carried on by 
fleets, which fail under ſtrong convoys. Theſe 
fleets conſiſting of two ſquadrons, one diſtinguiſn- 
ed by the name of Gal-9ns, the other by that of 
the Flota, are equipped annually. Formerly they 
took their departure from Seville ; but as the port 
of Cadiz has been found more commodious, they 
have failed from it ſince the year 1720. 


Vol I. D d | Tur 
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BOOK Thr Galeons deſtined to ſupply Tierra Firm, 


VIII. 


Curiied on 
by the Ga- 
leons, | 


and the kingdoms of Peru and Chili, with almoſt 
every article of luxury, or neceſſary conſumption, 
that an opulent people can demand, touch firſt at 
Carthagena, ard then at Porto- bello. To the for- 
mer, the merchants of Santa Martha, Caraccas, the 
New Kingdom of Granada, and ſeveral other pro- 
vinces reſort. The latter is the great mart for the 
rich commerce of Peru and Chili. At the ſeaſon 
when the Galeons are expected, the product of all 
the mines in theſe two kingdoms, together with 


their other valuable commodities, is tranſported by 


tea to Panama. From thence, as ſoon as the ap- 
pearance of the fleet from Europe is announced, 
they are conveyed acroſs the iſthmus, partly on 
mules, and partly down the river Chagree to 


Porto-bello. This paltry village whoſe climate, 


from the pernicious union of exceſſive heat, 


__ continual moiſture, and the putrid exhalations 


ariſing from a rank foil, is more fatal to life than 
any perhaps in the known world, is immediately 
filled with people. From being the reſidence of 
a few negroes and mulattoes, and of a miſerable 


garriſon relteved every three months, its ſtreets are 


crowded with opulent merchants from every cor- 


ner of Peru, and the adjacent provinces. A fair 
is Opened, the wealth of America 1s exchanged 
for the maunfactures of Europe, and during its 
preſcribed term of forty days, the richeſt traffic on 


the face of the earth is begun and finiſhed, with 


and Flota, 


that ſimplicity of tranſaction and unbounded con- 
fidence, which accompany extenſive commerce“. 


The Flota holds its courſe to Vera Cruz. The 
treaſures and commodities of New Spa. and the 


depending provinces, which were depoſited at Los 
Angeles in expectation of 1 its arrival, are carried 
tluther, 


* Sec NOTE XClII. 


merce of Spain with her colonies “. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


403 


thither, and the commercial operations of VeraBO © K 


Cruz, conducted in the ſame manner with thoſe of VIII. 
Porto- bello, are inferior to them only in impor- 


tance and value. Both fleets, as ſoon as they have 


completed their cargoes from America, rendezvous 


at the Havanna, and return in company to Europe. 


TE trade of Spain with her colonies, while 
thus fettered and reſtricted, came nece{tarily to be 
conducted with the ſame ſpirit, and upon the fame 
principles, as that of an excluſive company. Be- 
ing confined to. a ſingle port, it was of courſe 


thrown into a few hands, and almoſt the whole of 


it was gradually engroſſed by a ſmall number of 
wealthy houtes, formerly in Seville, and now in 
Cadiz. "Theſe by combinations, which they can 


ealily form, may altogether prevent that compett- 


Bad effect 


ot this ar- 
rangement, 


tion which preſerves commodities at their natural 


are prompted by their mutual intereſt, they may 


price; and by acting in concert, io which they 


raiſe or lower their value at pleaſure. In conſe- 
quence of this, the price of European goods in 
America is always high, and often exorbitant. A 


hundred, two hundred, and even three hundred 


per cent. are profits not uncommon in the com- 


| From the 
lame ingroſſing ſpirit it frequently happens, that 


traders of the ſecond order, whoſe warehouſes do 


not contain a complete aſſortment of commodinics 


for the American market, cannot purchaſe from 


the more opulent merchants, ſuch goods as they 


want, ata lower price than that for which they are 
fold in the colonies. With the ſame vigilant jea- 


louſy that an excluſive company guards againſt 


the intruſion of the free trader, thoſe overgrown 


monopolitts endeavour to check the progreſs of 
D d 2 every 


B. Ulloa Retab. part. li, p. 191 
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B OO K every one whoſe encroachments they dread *. But 


VIII. 
— 


Remedies 
_ propoſed, 


its foreign operations. 


this reſtraint of the American commerce to one 
port, not only affects its domeſtic Rate, but limits 
A monopoliſt may acquire 
more, and certainly will hazard leſs, by a confined 


trade which yields exorbitant profit, than by an 


extenſive commerce in which he receives only a 
moderate return of gain. It is often his intereſt 
not to enlarge, but to circumſcribe the ſphere of 


his activity; Pand inſtead of calling forth more vi- 


gorous exertions of commercial induſtry, it may 
be the object of his attention to check and ſet 
DORAN to them. By ſorne ſuch maxim, the mer- 
cantile policy of Spain ſeems to have regulated 
its intercourſe with America. Inſtead of furniſh- 


ing the colomes with European goods in ſuch 


quantity as might render both the price and the 
profit moderafe ; the merchants of Seville and Ca- 


diz ſeem to have ſupplied them with a ſparing 


hand, that the eagerneſs of competition amongſt 


__ cuſtomers obliged to purchaſe in a ſcanty market, 


might enable their factors to diſpoſe of their car- 
goes with exorbitant gain. About the middle of 
the laſt century, when 1 the excluſive trade to Ame- 
rica from Seville was in its moſt flouriſhing ſtate, 
the burden of the two united ſquadrons of the Ga- 
leons and Flota, did not exceed twenty-ſeven 


thouſand five bundred tons T. The ſupply which 


ſuch a fleet could carry mult have been very ina- 


dequate to the demands of thoſe populous and ex- 
tenſive colonies, which depended upon it for all 
the luxuries, and many of the neceſlaries of life. 


SPAIN early became ſenfible of her declenſion 
from her former proſperity, and many reſpectable: 
and 


* Smith's Inquiry, it. 171. 
1. 438. | 
+ Campomanes, Educ. 3 i. 435. 


5 Educ. Popu:. 
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try and commerce of their country. From the 
violence of the remedies propoſed, we may judge 


how deſperate and fatal the malady appeared. 


Some, confounding a violation of police with cri- 
minality againſt the ſtate, contended, that in order 


405 4 


and virtuous citizens employed their thoughts in BOOK 
deviſing methods for reviving the decaying induſ- 


VIII. 


to check illicit commerce, every perſon convicted 


of carrying it on, ſhould be puniſhed with death, 
and confiſcation of all his effects *. Others, for- 


getting the diſtinction between civil offences and 
acts of impiety, inſiſted, that contraband trade 


ſnould be ranked among the crimes reſerved for 


the cognizance of the Inquiſition ; that ſuch as 


were guilty of it might be tried and puniſhed, ac- | 


cording to the ſecret and ſummary form in which 
that dreadful tribunal exerciſes its juriſdiction +. 
Others, uninfiructed by obſerving the pernicious 


effects of monopolies in every country where they 


have been eſtabliſhed, have propoſed to velt the 
trade with America in excluſive companies, whom 
intereſt would render the moſt vigilant guardians 


of the Spaniſh commerce againit the encroach- 


ments of interlopers J. 


Buslor theſe wild projects, _many ſchemes bet- 
ter digeſted, at firſt without effect, and more be- 


neficial, were ſuggeſted. But under the feeble mo- 
narchs, with whom the reign of the Auſtrian line 
in Spain cloſed, incapacity and indeciſion are con- 


ſpicuous in every department of government. 
Inſtead of taking for their model the active admi- 


niſtration of Charles V. they affected to imitate the 
cautious procrattinating wWiſdom of Philip II. and 
deſtitute of his talents, they deliberated perpetu- 
uy, but determined nothing. No remedy was 


applied 


M. de Santa Cruz Comercio Suelto, p. 142. 
7 Moncada . * ellauracion politica de Eſpagua, p. 41 
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dominions more extenſive and more opulent than 
any European ſtate, poſſeſſed neither vigour, nor 


the beginning of this century, called forth in ſome 


Steps to- 
wards im- 
provement 


by theBour- in the 


bun mo- 
na: ch, 
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applied to the evils under which the national com- 
merce, domeſtic as well as foreign, languiſhed. 
Thele evils continued to increaſe, and Spain, with 


money *, nor induſtry. At length, the violence 
of a great national convulſion rouzed the ſlumber- 
ing genius of Spain, and the efforts of the two con- 
tending parties in the civil war, kindled by the 
diſputes concerning the ſucceſſion of the crown at 


degree, the ancient ſpirit and vigour of the nation. 
While men were forming, capable of adopting 
more liberal ſentiments, than thoſe which had in- 
fluenced the councils of the monarchy during the 
courſe of a century, Spain derived from an un- 
expected ſource the means of availing itſelf of their 
talents. The various powers who favoured the 
pretenſions either of the Auſtrian or Bourbon can- 
didate for the Spaniſh throne, ſent formidable fleets 
and armies to their ſupport. France, England 
and Holland remitted immenſe ſums to Spain. 
Theſe were ſpent in the provinces which became 
the theatre of war. Part of the American trea- 
ture of which they had drained the kingdom, flow- 
5 back thither. From this æra, one of the moſt 
intelligent Spaniſh authors, dates the revival of the 
monarchy ; ; and, however humiliating the truth 
may be, he acknowledges that it is to her enemies 


his country is indebted for the acquiſition of a fund 


of circulating ſpecie, in ſome meaſure adequate to 
the exigencies of the public f. 


As ſoon as the Bourbons obtained quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of the throne, they diſcerned this change 
ſpirit of the people, and in the ſtate of the 
nation, and took advantage of it ; for although 

that 


| Campomanes, 1. 4.420 
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at an end. The moſt peremptory injunctions, 
were therefore iſſued, prohibiting the admithon of 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 407 
that family has not given monarchs to Spain re-BOOK 
markable for ſuperiority of genius, they have all VIII. 
been beneficent princes, attentive to the happi- 


neſs of their ſubjects, and ſolicitous to promote it. 


It Was, accordingly the firſt object of Philip V. 


to ſuppreſs an innovation which had crept in dur- 

ing the courſe of the war, and overturned the 

whole ſyſtem of the Spaniſh commerce with Ame- 

rica. The Engliſh and Dutch, by their ſupert- vy exclud- 
ority in naval power, having acquired ſuch com- ins fan- 
mand of the ſea, as to cut off all intercourſe be- trade with 
tween Spain and her colonies, Spain, in order to Peru; 


furniſh them thoſe neceſſaries of life, without 


which they could not exiſt, and as the only means 
of receiving from thence any part of their trea- 


ſure, departed fo far from the uſual rigour of 


its maxims, as to open the trade with Peru to her 


allies the French. The merchants of St. Malo, 


to whom Lows XIV. granted the privilege of this 
lucrative commerce, engaged in it with vigour, 
and carried it on upon principles very diffe- 
rent from thoſe of the Spaniards. They ſup- 
plied Peru with European commodities at a more 
moderate price, and not in ftinted quantity ; the 
goods which they 1mported were conveved to 
every province of Spaniſh America, in ſuch abun- 


dance as had never been known in any former 
period. If this intercourſe had been continued, 


the exportation of European commodities from 
Spain muſt have ceaſed, and the dependance 
of the colonies on the mother-country have been 


foreign veſſels into any port of Peru or Chih * 
and a Spaniſh ſquadron was employed to clear 


the South Sea of intruders, whoie ald was no 
longer neceſlary. 


rome "=" i ="Fimb. 5, 
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BOOK Bur though, on the ceſſation of the war, which 
VII. was terminated by the treaty of Utrech, Spain ob- 
© by checking tained relief from one encroachment on her com- 
contraband Mercial ſyſtem, ſhe was expoſed to another which 
nad, > ſhe deemed hardly lefs pernicious. As an in- 
ducement that might prevail with Queen Anne to 
_ conclude a peace which France and Spain deſired 
birdeplatiy With equal ardour, Philip V. not only conveyed 
ot the Eng- to Great Britain the Aſſienio, or contract for ſup- 
ata plying the Spaniſh colonies with negroes, which 
bad formetly been enjoyed by France, but grant- 
ed it the more extraordinary privilege of ſending 
annually to the fair of Porto-bello a ſhip of five 
hundred tons, laden with European commodities, 
In conſequence of this, Britiſh factories were 
citabliſhed at Carthagena, Panama, Vera Cruz, 
Buenos Ayres, and other Spaniſh ſettlements, 
The veil with which Spain had hitherto covered the 
ſtate and tranſactions of her colonies was remov- 
cd. The agents of a rival nation, reſiding in the 
towns of molt extenſive trade, and of chief reſort, 
had the beit opportunities of becoming acquaint- 
cd with the interior condition of their provinces, of 
obſerving their ſtated and occaſional wants, and 
of knowing what commodities might be import- 
cd into them with the greateſt advantage. In 
conſequence of information ſo authentic and ex- 
peditious, the merchants of Jamaica, and other 
Enelifh colonies who traded to the Spaniſh main, 
were enabled to aſſort and proportion their cargoes, 
ſo exactly to the demands of the market, that the 
_ contraband commerce was carried on with a facility 
and to an extent unknown in any former period. 
This, however, was not the moſt fatal conſequence 
of the Aſſiento to the trade of Spain. The agents 
of the Britiſh South Sea Company, under cover 
of the importation which they were authoriſed 10 
make by the ſhip ſent annually toPorto-bello, pour- 
ed in their commodities on the Spaniſh continent, 
Cn without 
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without limitation or reſtraint. Inſtead of a ſhip BOOK 


of five hundred tons, as ſtipulated in the treaty, TN 


they uſually employed one which exceeded nine 
hundred tons in burden. She was accompanied 


by two or three other ſmaller veſſels, which moor- 
ing in ſome neighbouring creek, ſupplied her 


clandeſtinely with freſh bales of poods to replace 
ſuch as were fold. The inſpectors of the fair, and 


_ officers of the revenue, gained by exorbitant pre- 


ſents, connived at the fraud“. Thus, partly by 
the operations of the company, and partly by the 


activity of private interlopers, almoſt the whole 
trade of Spaniſh America was ingroſſed by foreign- 
ers. The immenſe commerce of the Galeons, for- 1737. 


merly the pride of Spain, and the envy of other 
nations, ſunk to nothing, and the ſquadron itſelf, 


reduced from fifteen thouſand to two thouſand 
tons F, ſerved hardly any purpoſe but to fetch 
home the royal revenue ariſing from the fifth on 


il ver. 


War Spain el thoſe e GuardaCof- 


? tas employ= 


and felt fo ſenſibly their pernicious effects, it was ed for this 


:1mpol ible not to make ſome effort to 8 en. 


Her firſt expedient was to ſtation ſhips of force, 


under the appellation of Guarda Caſtus, upon the 
coalis of thoſe provinces, to which interlopers 
molt frequently reſorted. As private intereit con- 
curred with the duty which they owed to the pub- 
lic, in rendering the officers who commanded them 


vigilant and active, ſome check was given to the 


progreſs of the contraband trade, though in do- 
minions ſo extenſive, and fo acceſſible by ſea, no 
number of cruizers was ſufficient to guard againſt 
its inroads in every quarter. This interruption of 
an intercourſe, which had been carried on with fo 
much facility, that the merchants in the Britiſh co- 

lonies 
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lonies were accuſtomed to conſider it almoſt as an 
allowed branch of commerce, excited murmurs 


and complaints. Theſe authoriſed, in ſome mea- 
ſure, and rendered more intereſting, by ſeveral 


unjuſtifiable acts of violence committed by the 


1739. 


captains of the Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas, precipitat- 


ed Great Britain into a war with Spain, by which 


the latter obtained a final releaſe from the Aſſien- 
to, and was left at liberty to regulate the com- 


merce of her colonies, without being reſtrained 
by any engagement with a foreign power. 


The uſe of 


. oa liſh on their American trade, had diſcovered to 


introduced. 


As the formidable encroachments of the Eng- 


the Spaniards the vaſt conſumption of European 


goods in their colonies, and taught them the ad- 


vantage of accommodating their importations to 


the occaſional demand of the various provinces, 


they perceived the neceſſity of deviſing ſome me- 


thod of ſupplying their colonies, different from 


their ancient one, of ſending thither periodical 


fleeis. This PE TY of communication was not 


only uncertain, as the departure of the Galeons 
and Flota was ſometimes retarded by various acci- 


dents, and often prevented by the wars which 


raged in Europe, but was ill adapted to afford 


America a regular and timely ſupply of what eit 
wanted. The ſcarcity of European goods in the 


Spaniſh ſettlements frequently became exceſſive, 


their price roſe to an enormous height ; the vigilant 


eye of mercantile attention did not fail to ob- 
ſerve this favourable opportunity, an ample ſupply 


Vas poured in by interlopers from the Engliſh, the 


French, and Dutch iſlands; and when the Galeons 


at length arrived, they found the markets fo glut- 
ted by this illicit commerce, that there was no de- 


py mand for the commodities with which they were 


loaded. In order to remedy this, Spain permitted 
a conſiderable part, of her commerce with Ameri- 


Ca. 
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ca, to be carried on by regiſter ſhips. Theſe are B 8 
fitted out, during the intervals between the ſtated ; 

ſeaſons when the Galeons and Flota ſail, by mer- 
chants in Seville or Cadiz, upon obtaining a licence 
from the council of the Indies, for which they 
pay a very high premium, and are deſtined for 
thoſe ports where any extraordinary demand is 
foreſeen or expected. By this expedient, ſuch a 
regular ſupply of freſh commodities 1s conveyed 
to the American market, that the interloper is no 
longer allured by the ſame proſpect of exceſſive 
gain, or the people in the colonies urged by the 
ſame neceſſity to engage in the hazardous adven- 
tures of contraband trade. 


In proportion as experience manifeſted the ad- The galeon: 
vantages of carrying on trade in this mode, the hes. 
number of regiſter ſhips increaſed ; and at length, 
in the year 1748, the Galeons, after having been 
employed upwards of two centuries, were finally 
aboliſned. From that period there has been no in- 
tercourſe with Chili and Peru but by ſingle ſhips, 
diſpatched from time to time as occaſion requires, 
and when the merchants expect a market will open. 

Theſe ſail round Cape Horn, and convey directly 
to the ports in the South Sea the productions and 
manufactures of Europe, for which the people 
ſettled in thoſe countries were formerly obliged to 
repair to Porto-bello or Panama. Theſe towns, 

as has been formerly obſerved, mult gradually de-: 
cline, when deprived of that commerce to which 
they owed their exiſtence. This diſadvantage 
however is more than compenſated, for the whole 
continent of South America receives ſupplies of 
European commodities, with ſo much regularity, 
and in ſuch abundance, as muſt contribute great] 

10 the happineſs and proſperity of all the colonies 
lettled there. But as all the regiſter ſhips deftined 
tor the South Seas, muſt ſtill take their Jeparuce 
rom 
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from Cadiz, and are obliged to return thither * 
this branch of the American commerce, even in 


w=—r— its new and improved form, continues ſubject to 


Schemes for 
reviving 


Commerce, 


the reſtraints of a ſpecies of monopoly, and feels 
thoſe pernicious effects of it, which I have already 


deſcnbed. 


Nox has the attention of Spain been confined 
to regulating the trade with its flouriſhing colo- 


nics, it has extended likewiſe to the reviving com- 
merce in thoſe ſettlements where it was neglected, 


or had decayed. Among the new taſtes which the 


pcople of Europe have acquired, in conſequence 


of their intercourſe with the natives of thoſe coun- 
tries which they conquered in America, that for 


chocolate 1s one of the moſt univerſal. The uſe 


of this liquor made with a paſte, formed of the nut, 
or almond of the cacao tree, compounded with 


various ingredients, the Spaniards firſt learned 


from the Mexicans ; and 1t has appeared to them, 


and to the other European nations, ſo palatable, fo 
nouriſhing, and ſo wholeſome, that it has become 


a commercial article of conſiderable importance. 
The cacao-tree grows ſpontaneouſly in ſeveral 


parts of the torrid zone; but the nuts of the beſt 


quality, next to thoſe of Guatimala, on the South 
Sea, are produced in the rich plains of Caraccas, a 


province of Tierra Fume. In conſequence of 


this acknowledged ſuperiority in the quality of ca- 
cao in that province, and its communication with 


the Atlantic, which facilitates the conveyance to 


Europe, the culture of the cacao there is more ex- : 


tenſive than in any diſtrict of America. But the 


Dutch, by the vicinity of the ſettlements in tlie 


ſmall iſlands of Curagoa and Buen-Ayre, to the 
coalt of Caraccas, gradually ingroſſed the greateſt 
part of the cacao trade. The traffic with the mo- 


ther-country for this valuable commodity ceaſed 


almoſt 


Campomanes, 1. 434. 440 
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almoſt entirely; and ſuch was the ſupine negligence B © O K 
of the Spaniards, or the defects of their commercial VIII. 


arrangements, that they were obliged to receive 
from the hands of foreigners this production of 
their own colonies, at an exorbitant price. In or- 
der to remedy an evil no leſs diſgraceful, than per- 
nicious to his ſubjects, Philip V. in the year 1728, 
granted to a body of merchants, an excluſive 
right to the commerce with Caraccas and Cumana, r: 
on condition of their employing, at their own ex- 
pence, a ſufficient number of armed veflels to 
clear the coaſt of interlopers. This ſociety dif- 
tinguiſhed ſometimes by the name of the Compa- 
ny of Guipuſcoa, from the province. of Spain in 
which it is eſtabliſhed, and ſometimes by that of 
the Company of Caraccas, from the diſtrict of 
America to which it trades, has carried on its ope- 
_ rations with ſuch vigour and ſucceſs, that Spain 
has recovered an important branch of commerce, 
which ſhe had ſuffered to be wreſted from her, and 
is plentifully ſupplied with an article of extenſive 
conſumption at a moderate price. Not only the 
parent ſtate, but the colony of Caraccas, has de- 
rived great advantages from this inſtitution; we 
although, at the firlt aſpect, it may appear to be - 
one of thoſe monopolies, whoſe tendency is to 
check the ſpirit of induſtry, inſtead of calling it 
forth to new exertions, it has been prevented from 
| operating in this manner, by ſeveral ſalutary regu- 
lations, framed upon foretight of ſuch bad effects, 
and on purpoſe to obviate them. The planters in 
the Caraccas are not left to depend entirely on the 
company, either for the importation of European 
commodities, or the fale of their own productions. 
The inhabitants of the Canary Iflands have the 
privilege of ſending thither annually a regiſter ſhip 
of confiderable burden; and from Vera Cruz in 
New Spain, a ſree trade is permitted in every port 
comprehended in the charter of the company. In 


conſequence | 
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conſeq uence of this, there is ſuch a competition, 
that both with reſpe& to what the colonies pur- 
chaſe, and what they ſell, the price ſeems to be 
fixed at its natural and equitable rate. The com- 


pany has not the power of raiſing the former, or 
degrading the latter at pleaſure ; and accordingly, 


ſince it was eſtabliſhed, the increaſe of culture, of 


Population, and of live ſtock, in the Province of 


Caraccas has been very conſiderable “. 


Bur as it is ſlowly that nations relinquiſh any 


) 
ſyſtem which time has rendered venerable, or that 


commerce can be diverted from the channel in 
which it has long been accuſtomed to flow); Philip 
V. in his new regulations concerning the American 


trade, paid ſuch deference to the ancient maxim 


of Spain, concerning the limitation of all impor- 


tation from the New World to one harbour, as to 

_ oblige both the regiſter ſhips which returned from 
Peru, and thoſe of the Guipuſcoan Company from 
Caraccas, to deliver their cargoes in the port of 


Cadiz. Since his reign, ſentiments more liberal 


and enlarged begin to ſpread in Spain. The ſpi- 
rit of philoſophical inquiry, which it is the glory 
of the preſent age to have turned from frivolous 
or abſtruſe ſpeculations, to the buſineſs and affairs 


of men, has extended its influence beyond the 
Pirennees. In the reſearches of! ingenious authors, 


concerning the police or commerce of nations, the 


errors and defects of the Spaniſh ſyſtem with reſ- 


pect to both met every eye, and have not only 


been expoſed with ſeverity, but are held up as a 


warning to other ſtates. The Spaniards, ſtung 


With their reproaches, or convinced by their argu- 


ments, and admoniſhed by ſeveral enlightened 
writers of their own country, ſeem at length to 


have diſcovered the deſtructive tendency of thoic 


Narrow 


.* See NOT E XCVI. 
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narrow maxims, which, by cramping commerce ; OO K 


in all its operations, have ſo long retarded its pro- 


VIII. 


greſs. It is to the monarch now on the throne, =wv—= 


that Spain 1 is indebted for the firſt public regulation 


formed in conſequence of theſe ideas. 


WHILE Spain adhered with rigour to her ancient 
maxims concerning her commerce with America, 
ſne was ſo much afraid of opening any channel, 
by which an illicit trade might find admiſſion into 
the colonies, that ſhe almoſt ſhut herſelf out from 


Eftabliſh- 


ment of re- 
gular packet 


boats, 


any intercourſe with them, but that which was 
carried on by her annual fleets. There was no 


eſtabliſhment for a regular communication of ei- 


ther public or private intelligence, between the 
mother-country and its American ſettlements. 


From the want of this neceſſary inftitution, the 
operations of the ſtate, and the buſineſs of indi- 


viduals, were retarded or conducted unſkilfully, 


and Spain often received from foreigners her firſt 
information with reſpect to very intereſting 


events in her own colonies. But though this de- 
fect in police was ſenſibly felt, and the remedy for 
it was obvious, that jealous ſpirit with which the 
Spaniſh monarchs guarded the excluſive trade, re- 
{trained them from applying it. At length Charles 
III. ſurmounted thoſe conſiderations which had de- 
terred his predeceſſors, and in the year 1764, ap- 


pointed packet- boats to be diſpatched on the firſt 


day of each month, from Corugna to the Havan- 
na or Porto-Rico. From thence letters are con- 
veyed in ſmaller veſſels to Vera Cruz and Porto- 


bello, and tranſmitted by poſt through the king- 


doms of Tierra Firme, Granada, Peru, and New 
Spain. With no leſs regularity packet-boats fail 
once in two months to Rio de la Plata, for the ac- 
commodation of the provinces to the ealt of the 
Andes, Thus proviſion is made for a ſpeedy and 

certain 
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BOOK certain circulation of intelligence throughout the 
VIII. yaſt dominions of Spain, from which equal advan- 
ad tages mult redound to the political and mercantile 
intereſt of the kingdom“. With this new arrange- 
ment, a ſcheme of extending commerce has been 
more immediately connected. Each of the packet- 
boats which are veſlels of ſome conſiderable bur- 
den, is allowed to take in half a loading of ſuch 
commodities as are the product of Spain, and moſt 
in demand in the ports whither they are bound. In 
return for theſe they may bring home to Corugna 

an equal quantity of American productions . This 
may be conſidered as the firſt relaxations of thoſe _ 

rigid laws, which confined the trade with the New 
World to a ſingle port, and the firſt attempt to ad- 

mit the reſt of the kingdom to ſome ſhare in it. 


Free trade TIT was ſoon followed by one more deciſive. In 
or pew the year 1705, Charles II. laid open the trade to 
vinces. the windward iflands, Cuba, Hiſpaniola, Porto 
EKRico, Margarita, and Trinidad, to his ſubjects in 
every province of Spain. He permitted them to 
ſail from certain ports in each of theſe ſpecified in 
the edict, at any ſeaſon, and with whatever cargo 
they deemed moſt proper, without any other war- 
rant than a fimple clearance from the cuſtom-houlc 
of the place whence they took their departure. 
He releaſed them from the numerous and opprel- 
five duties impoſed on goods exported to America, 
and in place of the whole ſubſtituted a moderate 
tax of ſix in the hundred on the commodities ſent 
from Spain. He allowed them to return either to 
the ſame port, or to any other where they might 
hope for a more advantageous market, and there 
to enter the homeward cargoe, on payment of 
the uſual duties. This a Fee Which 
„ at 
— 1 
* Ponz Viage de Eſpagna, vi. Prol. p. 15. 
+ Append. 11. a la Educ. Pop. p. 31. 
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once broke through all the fences, which the jea-BOOK 
lous policy of Spain had been labouring for two VII. 
centuries and a half to throw round its commercial 
intercourſe with the New World, was toon after ex- | 


tended to Louiſiana, and to the provinces of Yuca- 
tan and Campeachy *. e 


Tux propriety of this innovation, which may Beneficial 
be conſidered as the molt liberal effort of Spaniſh “ oi 
legiſlation, has appeared from its effects. Prior to 
the edict in favour of the free trade, Spain deriv- 
ed hardly any benefit from its neglected colonies 
in Hiſpaniola, Porto-Rico, Margarita, and Trini- 
dad. Its commerce with Cuba was inconſiderable, 
and that of Yucatan and Campeachy was ingroſſed 
almolt entirely by interlopers. But as ſoon as a 
general liberty of trade was permitted, the inter- 
courſe with thoſe provinces revived, and has gone 
on with a rapidity of progreſſion, of which there 
are few examples in the hiſtory of nations. In leſs 
than ten years, the trade of Cuba has been more 
' WF than tripled. Even in thoſe ſettlements, where 
BF from the languiſhing ſtate of induſtry, greater ef- 
' BK forts were requiſite to reſtore its activity, their com- 
merce has been doubled. It is computed, that 
ſuch a number of ſhips is already employed in the 
free trade, that the tonnage of them far exceeds 
that of the Galeons and Flota, at the moſt flounſh- 
ing ra of their commerce. The benefits of this 
arrangement are not confined to a few merchants, 
eſtabliſhed in a favourite port. They are diffuſed 
through every province of the kingdom ; and by 
opening a new market for their various producti- 
ons and manufactures, muſt encourage and add 
vivacity to the induſtry of the farmer and artificer. 
You. Ik: „ Nor 


* Append. ii. a la Educ. Pop. 37. 54-91. 
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Nor does the kingdom profit only by what it ex- 
ports, it derives advantage likewiſe from what it 
receives in return, and has the proſpect of being 
ſoon able to ſupply itſelf with ſeveral commodities - 
of extenſive conſumption, for which it formerly 
depended on foreigners. The conſumption of 
ſugar in Spain 1s perhaps as great in proportion to 
the number of its inhabitants, as that of any Euro- 
pean kingdom. But though poſſeſſed of countries 
in the New World, whoſe ſoil and climate are moſt 


proper for rearing that valuable plant, though the 
domeſtic culture of the ſugar-cane in the kingdom 


of Granada was once confiderable, ſuch has been 
the fatal tendency of its inſtitutions in America, 


and ſuch the preſſure of injudicious taxes in Eu- 


rope, that Spain has loſt almoſt entirely this branch 
of induſtry, which has enriched other nations. 


This commodity, which has now become an arti- 


cle of primary neceſſity in Europe, the Spaniards 
were obliged to purchaſe of foreigners, and had 


the mortification to ſee their country drained an- 


Free trade 


permitted 


nually of an immenſe ſum on that account *. 
But if that ſpirit, which the permiſſion of free 
trade has put in motion, ſhall perſevere in its ef- 
forts with the ſame vigour, the cultivation of ſu- 
gar in Cuba and Porto Rico, may increaſe ſo 
much, that in a few years their growth may be 
equal to the demand of the kingdom. 


HR experience of the beneficial conſequences 


reſulting from having relaxed ſomewhat of the 


rigour of her ancient laws with reſpect to the 


commerce of the mother-country with the colo- 


nies, has induced Spain to permit a more liberal 


intercourſe of one colony with another. By one 


of the jealous maxims of the old ſyſtem, all com- 
munication between the various provinces ſituated 
on 


Lztaxiz, c. 94. 
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on the South Seas, was prohibited under the moſtBO OK þ | 
ſevere penalties. Though each of theſe yield pe- VIII. 
culiar productions, the reciprocal exchange E 1 
which right have added to the happineſs of their | 


reſpective inhabitants, or have facilitated their Ll 
_ progreſs in induſtry, fo folicitous was the Council 0 
of the Indies, to prevent their receiving any ſupply _ uy 
of their wants but by the periodical fleets from _ 


Europe; that in order to guard againſt this, it £4 
cruelly debarred the Spaniards in Peru, in. New 
Spain, in Guatirnala, and the New Kingdom of 
Granada, from ſuch a correſpondence with their 
fellow ſubjects, as tended manifeſtly to their mu- 0 
tual proſperity. Of all the numerous reſtrictions _ 1 
deviſed by Spain for ſecuring the excluſive trade 
with her American ſettlements, none perhaps was 
more illiberal, none ſeems to have been more ſenſi- 
bly felt, or to have produced more hurtful effects. 
This grievance, coeval with the ſettlements of 
| Spain in the New World, is at laſt redreſſed. In 
the year 1774, Charles III. publiſhed an edict, 
granting to the four vaſt provinces which I have 
mentioned, the privilege of a free trade with each 
other k. What may be the effects of opening 
this communication between countries deſtined by 
their ſituation for reciprocal intercourſe, cannot 
yet be determined by experience. They can 
hardly fail of being beneficial and extenſive. 
| The motives for granting this permiſſion are ma- 
nifeſtly no leſs laudable, than the principle on 
which it is founded is liberal; and both diſcover 
the progreſs of a ſpirit in Spain far elevated above 
the narrow prejudices and maxims on which their 
ſpyſtem for regulating the trade, and conducting 
the government of their colonies, was originally 
| founded. * | 
mw | —— WS Ar 


* Real Cedula penes me. Ponz. Viage de Eſpagna vi. 
Prologo, p. 2. NOTE XCVII. eee | 
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BOOK Ar the fame time that Spain has been intent on 
VIII. introducing regulations, ſuggeſted by more en- 
88 larged views of policy, into her ſyſtem of American 


tions con- commerce, ſhe has not been inattentive to the in- 


cerning the 


government terior government of her colonies. Here too there 


of the colo- was much room for reformation and improve- 
| nies, 


ment, and Don Joſeph Galvez, who has now the 
direction of the department for Indian affairs in 
Spain, has enjoyed the beſt opportunities not only 
of obſerving the defects and corruption in the po- 
litical frame of the colonies, but of diſcovering 
the ſources of thoſe evils. After being employed 
ſeven years in the New World on an extraordina- 
y mitfon, and with very extenſive powers, as in- 
fpector-general of New Spain, after viſiting in 
perſon the remote provinces of Cinaloa, Sonora, 
and California, and making ſeveral important al- 
terations in the ſtate of their police and revenue ; 
he began his miniftry with a general reformation. 


| Reformati- of the tribunals of juſtice in America. In conſe- 


on of or quence of the progreſs of population and wealth in 


juſtice. the colonies, the buſineſs of the Courts of Audi- 


ence has encreaſed ſo much that the number of 
zudges of which they were originally compoſed, 

has been found inadequate to the growing labours 
and duties of the office, and the ſalaries ſettled up- 
on them, inferior to the dignity of the ſtation. 
As a remedy for both, he obtained a royat edict, 

eltabliſhing an additional number of judges in each 
court of Audience, with higher titles and more 

ample appointments . 


eg To the ſame intelligent miniſter Spain is in- 
zution o 


gorern. debted for a new diſtribution of government in its 
ments. American provinces. Even ſince the eſtabliſh- 


ment of a third viceroyalty in the New King- . 
dom 


* Gazeta de Madrid, 19th of March, 1770. 
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dom of Granada, ſo prodigious is the extent of the 


Spaniſh dominions in the New World, that ſeve- 
ral places ſubject to the juriſdiction of each of the 


viceroys, were at ſuch an enormous diſtance from 


421 
BOOK 
VIII. 


the capitals in which they reſided, that neither 


their attention, nor their authority, could reach 
them. Some provinces ſubordinate to the viceroy 


of New Spain, lay above two thouſand miles 


from Mexico. There are countries ſubject to the 


viceroy of Peru ſtill farther from Lima. The 
people in thoſe remote diftricts, could hardly be 


ſaid to enjoy the benefit of civil government. 


The oppreſſion and inſolence of its inferior mini- 
ſters they often feel, and rather ſubmit to theſe 


in filence, than involve themſelves in the expence 


and trouble of reſorting to the diſtant capitals, 


where alone they can find redreſs. As a remedy 
for this, a fourth viceroyalty has been erected, to 


the juriſdiction of which are ſubjected the pro- 


vinces of Rio de la Plata, Buenos-Ayres, Para- 
guay, Tucuman, Potoſi, Sta. Cruz de la Sierra, 
Charcas, and the towns of Mendoza and St. 
Juan. By this well judged arrangement, two ad- 


vantages are gained. All the inconveniences 


New vice- 


royalty Au- 


guſt 1776, 
on Rio de la 
Plata. 


occaſioned by the remote fituation of thoſe pro- 


vinces, which had been long felt, and long com- 


plained of, are removed. Ihe countries moſt diſ- 


tant from Lima are ſeparated from the vice-royalty 


of Peru, and united under a ſuperior, whoſe ſeat 


of government at Buenos Ayres will be commo- 
dious and acceflible. The contraband trade with 


the Portugueſe, which was become ſo extenſive, 


of commodities from Spain to ker ſouthern co- 
lonies, may be checked more thoroughly, and 


as muſt have put a final ſtop to the exportation 


with greater facility, when the ſupreme magittrate, | 


by his vicinity to the places in which it is carried 


on, can view its progreſs and effects with his own 


eyes. Don Pedro J. evallos, who has been raiſed 


10 this new dlignity, with appointments equal 


To 
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BOOK to thoſe of the other viceroys, is well acquainted 

VIII. both with the ſlate and the intereſt of the countries 

over which he is to preſide, having ſerved. in them 
long and with diſtinction. By this diſmember- 
ment, ſucceeding that which took place at the 
erection of the vice-royalty of the New Kingdom 
of Granada, almoſt two-third parts of the terri- 
tories originally ſubject to the vice-roys of Peru, 

are now lopped off from their quriſdiction. 
New go- 


ki Tur limits of the vice-royalty of New Spain 
proriaces of have likewiſe been conſiderably circumſcribed, 
Papers, ke. and with no leſs propriety and diſcernment. Four 
dl its moſt remote provinces, Sonora, Cinaloa, Cali- 
fornia, and New Navarre, have been formed into 
a ſeparate government. The Chevalier de Croix, 
who is intruſted with this command, is not dig- 
» nified with the title of viceroy, nor does he en- 
joy the appointments belonging to that rank, but 
his juriſdiction and authority is altogether inde- 
pendent on the vice- royalty of New Spain. The 
erection of this laſt government ſeems to have 
been ſuggeſted, not only by the conſideration of 
the remote ſituation of thoſe provinces from Mex- 
ico ; but by attention to the late diſcoveries made 
there, which I have mentioned *. Countries con- 
taining ſuch riches, and which probably may riſe 
into ſuch importance, required the immediate in- 
ſpection of a governor, to whom they were ſpecial- 
ly committed. As every conſideration of duty, 
of intereſt, and of vanity, muſt concur in prompt- 
ng thoſe new governors to encourage ſuch exer- 
tions as tend to diffuſe opulence and proſperity 
through the provinces committed to their charge, 
the beneficial effects of this arrangement may be 
_ conſiderable. Many diſtricts in America long 
depreſſed by the languor and feebleneſs natural to 
provinces which compole the extremities of an 
| overgroun 
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* Book VII. 


| throne of Spain, has been the progreſs of ther” 1 


been ſo entirely engroſſed by what :- IP to the 


tent and perfection to their manufactures, that they 


accompliſh, by a variety of edicts iflued ſince the 


they have lowered the taxes on others; they have 


| tivated diſtricts of Spain, and divided among them 


commercial jealouſy, for reviving their own in- 
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overgrown empire, may be animated with vigour B; 00K 
and activity when brought ſo near the ſeat of VIII. 
power, as to feel its invigorating influence. —— : 


Such, ſince the acceſſion of the Pourbons to the attempts to 

- ? 5 tie poli- 
gulations, and the gradual expanſion of 0 VIews of 

with reſpect to the commerce and gover of 
their American colonies. Nor has theft - tention 


more remote parts of their domin's +, o render 
them neglectful of what was 1] more impor- 
tant, the reformation of domeſtic errors and de- 
fects in policy. Fully ſenſible of the cauſes to 
which the declenſion of Spain, from her former 

proſperity, ought to be imputed ; they have made 
it a great object of their policy, to revive a ſpirit of 
induſtry among their ſubjects, and to give ſuch ex- 


may be abletoſupply the demands of America from 
their own ſtock, and to exclude foreigners from 
a branch of commerce which has been ſo fatal to 
the kingdom. This they have endeavoured to 


peace of Utrecht. They have granted bounties for 
the encouragement of ſome branches of induſtry; 


prohibited, or have loaded with additional duties, 

ſuch foreign manufactures as come in competition 
with them; they have inſtituted ſocieties for the 
improvement of trade and agriculture ; they have 
planted colonies of huſbandmen in ſome uncul- 


the waſte fields; they have had recourſe to eve- 
ry expedient deviſed by commercial wiſdom, or 


duſtry, and diſcountenancing that of other na- 
tions. Theſe, however, it is not my province to 
L explain, 
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BO O K explain, or to inquire into their propriety and ef- 
III. fects. There is no effort of legiſlation more ar- 
dAdauuous, no experiment in policy more uncertain, 
than an attempt to revive the ſpirit of induſtry 
where it has declined, or to introduce it where it is 
unknown. Nations already poſſeſſed of extenſive 
commerce, enter into competition with ſuch ad- 
vantages, derived from the large capitals of their 
merchants, the dexterity of their manufacturers, 
the alertneſs acquired by habit in every depart- 
ment of buſineſs, that the ſtate which aims at 
rivalling, or ſupplanting them, muſt expect to 
ſtruggle with many difficulties, and be content 
to advance ſlowly. If the quantity of productive 
induſtry now in Spain, be compared with that of 
the kingdom under the liſtleſs monarchs of the 
' Auſtrian line, its progreſs muſt appear conſidera- 
ble, and is ſufficient to alarm the jealouſy, and to 

call forth the moſt vigorous efforts of the nations 
now in poſſeſſion of the lucrative trade which the 
Spaniards aim at wreſting from them. One cir- 
cumſtance may render thoſe exertions of Spain 

an object of more ſerious attention to the other 
European powers. They are not to be aſcribed 
wholly to the influence of the crown and its mi- 
niſters. The ſentiments and ſpirit of the people 
ſeem to ſecond the provident care of their mo- 
narchs, and to give it greater effect. They 
have adopted more liberal ideas, not only with 
reſpect to commerce, but domeſtic policy. In all 
their later writers, defects in their arrangements 
concerning both are acknowledged, and remedies 
propoſed, which pride would not have allow- 

ed their anceſtors to confeſs, and ignorance ren- 

dered them incapable of diſcerning x. But afttr MF 

all that the Spaniards have done, much remains | 

to do. Many pernicious inſtitutions and abules 

| - deeply 


* Sce NOTE xcvin. 
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deeply incorporated with the ſyſtem of internal B O K 
policy and taxation, which has been long eſta- III. 

bliſhed in Spain, muſt be aboliſhed before induſtry 

and manutactures can recover an extenſive acti- 

vity. 


Contraband 


STILL, however, the commercial regulations thads 


of Spain with reſpect to her colonies, are too ri- 
gid and ſyſtematical to be carried into com- 
plete execution. The legiſlature that loads trade 
with impoſitions too heavy, or fetters it by reſtric- 
tions too ſevere, defeats its own intention ;. and, 
in truth, 1s only multiplying the inducements to 
violate its ſtatutes, and propoſing an high pre- 
mium to encourage illicit traffic. The Spaniards, 
both in Europe and America, circumſcribed in 
their mutual intercourſe by the jealouſy, or op- 
preſſed by the exactions of the crown, have their 
invention continually on the ſtretch how to elude * 
its edicts. The vigilance and ingenuity of private 
interelt diſcover means of effecting this, which 
public wiſdom cannot foreſee, nor public authority 
prevent. This ſpirit, counteracting that of the 
laws, pervades the commerce of Spain with Ame- 
rica in all its branches; and from the higheſt de- 
partments in government, deſcends to the loweſt. 
The very officers appointed to check contraband 
trade, are often employed as inſtruments in car- 


rying it on; and the boards inſtituted to reſtrain 

8 and puniſh it, are the channels through which it 
1 lows. The king is ſuppoſed to be defrauded by 
8 various artifices, of more than one half of the re- 
5 venue which he ought to receive from America * , 
wr and as long as it is the intereſt of fo many perſons 
od to ſcreen thoſe artifices from detection, the know- 
1 edge of them will never reach the throne. “ How 
Ny many ordinances, ſays Corita, how many in- 
CS I ſtructions, 

y 


e Saler de Tas: jure, ig. lib. v. 
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BOOK ſtructions, how many letters from our ſove- 
VIII. © reign, are ſent in order to correct abuſes, and how 
, little are they obſerved, and what ſmall advan- 
tage is derived from them! To me the old 
obſervation appears juſt, that where there are 
many phyſicians, and many medicines, there 
is a want of health; where there are man 
laws, and many judges there is a want of juſtice. 
We have viceroys, preſidents, governors, oydors, 
corrigidors, alcades, and thouſands of algua- 
zils abound every where; but notwithſtanding 
all theſe, public abuſes continne to multiply *. » 
Time has increaſed the evils which he lamented 
as early as the reign of Philip II. A ſpirit of 
corruption has infected all the colonies of Spain 
in America. Men far removed from the ſeat of 
government, impatient to acquire wealth, that 
they may return ſpeedily from what they are apt 
to conſider as a ſtate of exile in a remote un- 
healthful country, allured by opportunities too 
tempting to be reſiſted, and ſeduced by the ex- 
ample of thoſe around them, find their ſenti- 
ments of honour and of duty gradually relax. 
In private life, they give themſelves up to a diſſo- 
lute luxury, while in their public conduct they 
become unmindful of what they owe to their ſo- 
vereign and their country. 
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Trade be. BEFORE I cloſe this account of the Spaniſh 
tween New trade in America, there remains one detached, 
che Philip- but important branch of it, to be mentioned. 
pines Scon after his acceſſion to the throne, Philip Il. 
formed a ſcheme of planting a colony in the 
Philippine iſlands, which had been neglected ſince 
the time of their diſcovery + ; and he accompliſhed Þ = 
it by means of an armament fitted out from New f 4 
Spain IL. Manila,; in the iſland of Luconia, was the 


ſtation 


pane — ( ⅛0dvw ꝗ. En en 5g 5 


1564. 


* MS. penes me. + Book V. 
1 Torquem. lib. v. c. 1 


| tures of the Eaſt, as enabled it to open a trade es [4 


cy of this trade, it was carried on with Callao, on 
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Ration choſen for the capital of this new eſtabliſh- B O OK 
ment. From it an active commercial intercourſe VIII. 
began with the Chineſe, and a conſiderable number 
of that induſtrious people, allured by the proſpect 

of gain, ſettled in the Philippines under the Spaniſh | 


protection. They ſupplied the colony ſo amply » 
with all the valuable productions and manufac- 


with America, by a courſe of navigation the long- _ 
eſt from land to land on our globe. In the infan- 


| the coaſt of Peru; but experience having diſcover- : 
ed many difficulties in this mode of communicati- — ol 

| th 
on, the ſtaple of this commerce between the eaſt = 
and weſt was removed from Callao to Acapulco, 4 
on the coaſt of New Spain. 


ArTER various arrangements, it has been 
| brought into a regular form. One or two ſhips 
depart annually from Acapulco, which may carry 
out ſilver to the amount of five hundred thouſand 
peſos *, but have hardly any thing elſe of value on 
board; in return for which, they bring back ſpi- 
ces, drugs, .china, and japan wares, callicoes, 
chintz, muſlins, ſilks, and every precious article 
with which the benignity of the climate, or the 
ingenuity of its people, have enabled the Eaſt to 
ſupply the reſt of the world. For ſome time the 
merchants of Peru were admitted to * 
in this traffic, and might ſend annually a ſhip to 
Acapulco, to wait the arrival of the veſſels Fon 
Manila, and receive a proportional ſhare of the 
commodities which tney imported. At length, the 
Peruvians were excluded by moſt rigorous edicts, 
and all the commodities from the Eaſt reſerved 
iolely for the conſumption of New Spain. 
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in the other Spaniſh colonies. 


climate, and more ſhowy than thoſe of Europe, 
but can be ſold at a lower price; while at the ſame 


"0 enrich all thoſe who are employed, either in 


New Spain. 


HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


| In conſequence of this indulgence, the inhabi- 
tants of that country enjoy advantages unknown 
The manufactures 
of the Eaſt are not only more ſuited to a warm 


time, the profits upon them are ſo conſiderable, as 


bringing them from Manila, or vending them in 
As the intereſt both of the buyer 


and ſeller concurred in favouring this branch of 


commerce, it continued to extend in ſpite of re- 


gulations, concerted with the moſt anxious jealou- 


{y to circumſcribe it. Under cover of what the 
laws permit to be imported, vaſt quantities of In- 


dia goods are poured into the markets of New 
Spain *, and when the flota arrives at Vera Cruz, 


it often finds the wants of the people already ſup- 


plied by cheaper and more acceptable commodi- 


ties. 


THERE is not in the commercial arrangements 


of Spain, any circumſtance more inexplicable than 


their wants from any other quarter. 


the permiſſion of this trade between New Spain 
and the Philippines, or more repugnant to its fun- 
damental maxim of holding the colonies in perpe- 
tual dependance on the mother-country, by pro- 
hibiting any commercial intercourſe that might 
ſuggeſt to them the idea of receiving a ſupply of 
This permiſ- 


ſion muſt appear ſtill more extraordinary, from 


conſidering that Spain herſelf carries on no direct 


trade with her ſettlements in the Philippines, and 
grants a privilege to one of her American colonies, 


which ſhe denies to her ſubjects in Europe. 


It is 
probable, that the coloniſts which originally took 
poſſeſſion of the Philippines, having been ſent 


out from New Spain, began this intercourſe with a 


country 


* Sze NOTE XCIX, 
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country which they conſidered, in ſome meaſure, 
as their parent ſtate, before the court of Madrid 
was aware of its conſequences, or could eſtabliſh 
regulations in order to prevent it. Many remon- 
ſtrances have been preſented againſt this trade, as 
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detrimental to Spain, by diverting into another 
channel, a large portion of that treaſure which 


ought to flow into the kingdom, as tending to 
give riſe to a ſpirit of independence in the colo- 
nies, and to encourage innumerable frauds, againſt 


which it was impoſſible to guard, in tranſactions 


ſo far removed from the inſpection of government. 


hut as it requires no ſlight effort of political wiſ- 
dom and vigour to aboliſh any practice, which 


numbers are intereſted in ſupporting, and to which 
time has added the ſanction of its authority, the 


commerce betwixt Acapulco and Manila feems to 


be as conſiderable as ever, and may be conſidered 
as one chief cauſe of the elegance and ſplendor 
_ conſpicuous in this part of the Spaniſh dominions. 


Bur notwithſtanding this general corruption in 
the colonies, and all the defalcations of the public 
revenue, by the illicit importation of foreign com- 
modities, or by the fraudulent arts of its own 
ſubjects, the Spaniſh monarchs receive a very con- 
ſiderable ſum from their American dominions. This 
ariſes from taxes of various kinds, which may be 
divided into three capital branches. The firſt con- 
tains what is paid to the king, as ſovereign, or 
ſuperior lord of the New World: to this claſs be- 


longs the duty on the gold and ſilver raiſed from 


the mines, and the tribute exacted from the Indi- 
ans; the former is termed by the Spaniards the 


Public re- 
venus from 
America 


right of figniority, the latter is the duty of vaſſalage. 


The ſecond branch comprehends the numerous 
duties upon commerce, which accompany and op- 
preſs it in every ſtep of its progreſs, from the 
greateſt tranſactions of the wholeſale merchant, to 

the 


4.30 


the New World. 
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B O O K the petty traffic of the vender by retail. The third 


includes what accrues to the king, as head of the 
church, and adminiſtrator of eccleſiaſtical funds in 


ceives the firſt fruits, annats, ſpoils, and other 
ſpiritual revenues levied by the apoſtolic chamber 


| Its amount. 


in Europe; and is entitled likewiſe, to the 
ariſing from the fale of the bull of Cruzado. This, 


which is publiſhed every two years, contains an 
abſolution from paſt offences by the Pope, and, 


among other immunities, a permiſſion to eat ſe- 


veral kinds of prohibited food, during Lent, and 
The monks employed in dif- 
perſing thoſe bulls, extol their virtues with all the 
fervour of intereſted eloquence ; the people, ig- 


on meagre days. 


norant and credulous, liſten with implicit aflent ; 


and every perſon in the Spaniſh colonies, of Eu- 
ropean, Creolian, or mixed race, purchaſes a bull, 
which is deemed eſſential to his ſalvation, at the : 


rate ſet upon it by government“. 


Wuar may be the amount of thoſe various 


funds, it is almoſt impotlible to determine with 


preciſion. The extent of the Spaniſh dominions 
in America, the jealouſy of government, which 


renders them inacceſſible to foreigners, the myſte- 


rious ſilence which the Spaniards are accuſtomed to 
obſerve with reſpect to the interior ſtate of their 


colonies, combine in covering this ſubject with a 
But an ac- 


vell which it is not eaſy to remove. 


count, apparently no leſs accurate, than it is cu- 
rious, has lately been publiſhed of the royal reve- 
nue in New Spain, from which we may form ſome 
idea with reſpect to what is collected in the other 

Provinces. 


According to that account the crown 
does 


'* See NOTE C. 
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does not receive from all the departments of tax- 
ation in New Spain, above a million of our mo- 

ney, from which one half muſt be deducted as the 
expence of the provincial eſtabliſhment *. Peru, 
it is probable, yields a ſum not inferior to this, 
and if we ſuppoſe that all the other regions of A- 


merica, including the iſlands, furniſh a third ſhare 


of equal value; we ſhall not perhaps be far wide 
from the truth, if we conclude, that the net pub- 


| lic revenue of Spain, raiſed in America, does not 
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exceed a million and a half ſterling. This falls 
far ſhort of the immenſe ſums, to which ſuppoſiti- 


ons, founded upon conjecture, have raiſed the Spa- 


niſh revenue in America F. It is remarkable, how- 
ever, upon one account. Spain and Portugal are 


the only European powers, who derive a direct re- 
venue from their colonies as their quota towards 


defraying the general expence of government. 


All the advantage that accrues to other nations, | 


from their American dominions, ariſes from the 


excluſive enjoyment of their trade ; but beſide 
| this, Spain has brought her colonies to contribute 
to increaſe the power r of the ſtate; and in return 


for protection, to bear a proportional ſhare of the 
common burden. 


AccorpixGLy, what I have computed as the 
amount of the Spaniſh revenue from America, 


comprehends only the taxes collected there, and is 


far from being the whole of what accrues to the 
king from his dominions in the New World. The 
heavy duties impoſed on the commodities exported 
from Spain to America I, as well as what is paid 
by thoſe which ſhe ſends home in return; the tax 


upon the negroc-ilaves, with which Africa ſupplies 


the 


* See NOTE CIC. +See NOTE CI. 
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BOOK the New World, together with ſeveral fmaller 


VIII. 
treaſury, the preciſe extent of which cannot pre- 
tend to aſcertain. 


Expence of 
adminiſtra- 
tion. 


branches of finance, bring large ſums into the 


Bur if the revenue which Spain draws from 


America be great, the expence of adminiſtration in 
her colonies bears proportion to it. 


In every de- 
partment, even of her domeſtic police and finan- 


ces, Spain has adopted a ſyſtem more complex, 
and more encumbered with a variety of tribunals, 
and a multitude of officers, than that of any Eu- 
ropean nation, in Which the ſovereign poſſeſſes 


ſuch extenſive power. From the jealous ſpirit 
with which ſhe watches over her American ſettle- 


ments, and her endeavours to guard againſt fraud 


in provinces ſo remote from inſpection ; boards 


and officers have been multiplied there with {ill 
more anxious attention. 


In a country where the 
expence of living is great, the ſalaries allotted to 


every perſon in public office muſt be high, and 
muſt load the revenue with an immenſe burden. 
The parade of government greatly augments the 


weight of it. The viceroys of Mexico, Peru, and 


the New Kingdom of Granada, as repreſentatives 
of the king's perſon, among people fond of often- 


tation, maintain all the {tate and dignity of royal- 

ty. Their courts are formed upon the model of 
that at Madrid, with horſe and foot guards, a houſe- 
hold-regularly eſtabliſhed, numerous attendants, 
and enſigns of power, diſplaying tuch pomp, as 


hardly retains the appearance of a delegated autho- 
rity. All the expence incurred by ſupporting the 


external and permanent order of government is 
defrayed by the crown. The viceroys have be- 


ſides peculiar appointments ſuited to their exalted 


Ration. 
tremely moderate, that of the viceroy of Peru is 


The ſalaries fixed by law are indeed ex- 


only thirty thouſand ducats ; and that of the vice- 
roy 
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they have been raiſed to forty thouſand. 


Tusk falaries, however, conſtitute but a ſmall 
part of their revenue. The We of an abſo- 
lute authority extending to every department of 


government, and the power of Ag of many 
lucrative offices, affords to them innumerable op- 


portunities of accumulating wealth. To theſe, 


which may be conſidered as legal and allowed 
emoluments, vait ſums are often added by cx 
tions, which in countries ſo far removed from the 


ſeat of government, it is not ealy to diſcover, and 
impoſſible to reſtrain. By. at inn. ſome 
branches of commerce, by a lucrative concern in 
others, by conniving at the frauds of merchants, 
a viceroy may raile ſuch an annual revenue, as no 


ſubject of any European monarch enjoys +. From 
| the ſingle article of preſents made to him on the 


anniverſary of his Nane-day (Which 1s always ob- 
ſerved as an high feſtival), 1 am informed that a 
viceroy has been known to receive ſixty thouſand 
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peſos. According to a Spaniſh ſaying, the legal 


revenues of a viceroy are known, his Teal profits 


depend upon his opportunities and his conſcience. 
Conſcious of this, the kings of Spain, as I have 
tormerly obſerved, grant a commiilion to te 
viceroy only for a few years. This circumſtance, 


however, renders them often more rapacious, an nd 


adds to the ingenuity and ardour v. herewith they 
labour to improve every moment of power which 
they know 1s haſtening faſt to a period; and ſhort 
as its duration is, it uſually affords ſuficient time 
for repairing a ſhattered fortune, or Creating a 


new one. But even in ſituations ſo trying to hu- 


man frailty, there are inſtances of virtue that re- 


main unſeduced. In the year 1772, the Marquis 
. Ff ee de 


* Recop. lib. iii tir. il. c. 72. gee NOTE Civ. 


— 
— —— —— — oe 


5 N 8 
* 2 — pe 2 
I ͤ ²˙ —²˙—à——DM 2 
— Y = * 3 . _ ov 
* 7 — n= = 5 > 
— pn I. ; —̃ — — 


” 2 o 
A 
— 
- 2 
* 6 


— 


3 
2 


l 
: 
' 
| 
| 
U 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
e 


[1 
1 
t 
: 
. 
iy 
4 
1 . 
« 
5 : 
S : 
* fe 
2.4 
11 
A; - 
. 
XI 
1 R 
: 3, 
F 
+1 
"oF 
3 
I 
1 
BY! 
- I 
1 þ 
2-18 
„ 
4 1 
54 
4 
2 
. 
9 
[ 
A: 
* 1 
K. F 
% 
4 
* 
Y £ 
* 


434— 440 HISTORY OF AMERICA. 


3 O OK de Croix finiſhed the term of his viceroyalty in 


VIII. New Spain with unſuſpected integrity; and in- 

F ſtead of bringing home exorbitant wealth, return. 
ed with the admiration and applauſe of a grateful 
people, wuom his government had rendered 
happy. | 
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the conqueſt of New Spain, 1s derived from ſources of 
information more original and authentic than that of any 
tranſaction in the hiſtory of America. The letters of 
Cortes to the Emperor Charles V. are the moſt valuable 
of theſe, and the firſt in order of time. As Cortes early 
aſſumed a command independent of Velaſquez, it became 
neceſſary to convey ſuch an account of his operations 
to Madrid, as might procure him the approbation of his 
ſovereign. 


Tn firſt of his diſpatches has never been made 
public. It was ſent from Vera- Cruz, July 16, 1519. 
It muſt have come to the Emperor's hands while he was 


in Germany, as he left Spain on the 22d of May in that 


year, in order to receive the imperial crown. I have 
made diligent ſearch for a copy of this diſpatch, both 
in Spain and in Germany, but without ſucceſs, This, 
however, is of leſs conſequence, as it could not contain 
any thing very material, being written ſo ſoon after Cortes 
wnived 1 in New Spain, The ſecond. diſpatch, dated 
OQober 


Or knowledge of 'the events which happened in 
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NOTES ANDILLUSTRATIONS. 


October 30, 1520, was publiſhed at Seville, A. D. 1522, 
and the third and fourth ſoon after they were received. 
A Latin tranſlation of them appeared in Germany 
A. D. 1532. Ramuſio ſoon after made them more ge- 
nerally known, by inſerting them in his valuable col- 
leQion. They contain a regular and minute hiſtory 
of the expedition, with many curious particulars con- 
cerning the policy and manners of the Mexicans. The 


work does honour to Cortes; the ſtyle is ſimple and per- 
ſpicuous; but as it was manifeſtly his intereſt to repre- 


ſent his own actions in the faireſt light, his victories are 


Re probably exaggerated, his loſſes diminiſhed, - and his 


acts of rigour and Violence ſomewhat ſoftened. 


Tux next in order is the Cronica de la Nueva Eſpagna, 
by Franciſco Lopez de Gomara, publiſhed A. D. 1554, 


os Gomara's hiſtorical merit is conſiderable. His mode ot 


narration is clear, flowing, always agreeable, and ſome- 


times elegant. But he is frequently inaccurate and cre- 


dulous; and as he was the domeſtic chaplain of Cortes 


after his return from New Spain, and probably compoſed 


his work at his defire, it is manifeſt that he labours 


to magnify the merit of his hero, and to conceal or ex- 
tenuate ſuch tranſactions as were unfavourable to his cha- 


Tater. Of this Herrera accuſes him in one inſtance, 
Dec. ii. lib. iii. c. 2. and it is not once only that this is 
conſpicuous. He writes, however, with ſo much free— 
dom concerning ſeveral meaſures of the Spaniſh court, 


that the copies both of his Hiſtoria de las Indias, and of 


his Cronica, were called in by a degree of the council 
of the Indies, and they were long conſidered as prohi- 
bited books in Spain, though of late licence to print 
them has been granted. Pinelo Biblioth. 589. 


Tur Chronicle of 8 induced Bernal Diaz 
del Caſtillo to compoſe his Hiſtoria Verdadera de la 


Conquiſta de la Nueva Eſpagna. He had been an 


adventurer in each of the expeditions to New Spain, 


and was the companion of Cortes in all his battles 
and perils. When he found that neither he himſelf 
nor many of his fellow-ſoldiers were once men- 
tioned by Gomara, but that che fame of all their 
8 exploit 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
exploits was aſcribed to Cortes; the gallant old veteran 
laid hold of his pen with indignation, and compoſed his 
true hiſtory. It contains a prolix, minute, confuſed 
narrative of all Cortes's operations, in ſuch a rude vulgar 
ſtyle as might be expected from an illiterate ſoldier. But 
as he relates tranſactions of which he was witneſs, and 


in which he performed a confiderable part, his account 


bears all the marks of authenticity, and is accompanied 


with juch a pleaſant naivetèé, with ſuch intereſting de- 


tails, with ſuch amuſing vanity, and vet ſo pardonable 
in an old ſoldier who had been (as he boaſts) in a hun- 
dred and nineteen battles, as renders his book one of the 
moſt ſingular that is to be found in any language. | 


"Per. MARTYR ab Angleria | in a Treatiſe de Inſulis | 


nuper inventis, added to his Decades de rebus Oceanicis 
& novo orbe, gives ſome account of Cortes's expedition. 


But he proceeds no farther than to relate what happened 


after his firſt landing. This work, which is brief and 
ſlight, ſeems to contain the information tranſmitted by 
Cortes in his firſt diſpatches, embelliſhed with ſeveral 
particulars communicated to the author by the ofhicers 
who brought the letters from Cortes. 


Bur the book to which the greater part of modern hi- 


ſtorians have had recourſe for information concerning the 
conqueſt of New Spain, is Hiſtoria de la Conquiſta de 
Mexico, per D. Antonio de Solis, firſt publiſhed A. D. 


1684. I know no author in any laguage whoſe litera- 


ry fame has riſen ſo far beyond his real merit. De So- 


lis is reckoned by his countrymen one of the pureſt wri- 


ters in the Caſtilian tongue ; and if a foreigner may ven- 
ture to give his opinion concerning a matter of Which 
Spaniards alone are qualified to judge, he is entitled to 


that praiſe, But, though his language be correct, his 


taſte in compoſition is far from being juſt. His periods 
are ſo much laboured as to be often ſtiff, and ſometimes 
tumid ; the figures, which he employs by way of orna- 


ment, are trite or improper, and his obſervations {Uper- 
ficlal. Theſe blemiſhes, however, might eaſily be over- 
looked, if he were not defective with reſpect to all the 
great qualities of an hiſtorian, Deſtitute of that patient 
induſtry in reſearch, which conducts to the knowledge of 
truth; a ſtranger to that impartiality which weighs evi- 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


dence with cool attention, and ever eager to eſtabliſh his 


favourite ſyſtem of exalting the character of Cortes into 


that of a perfect hero, exempt from error, and adorned 
with every virtue, he is leſs ſolicitous to diſcover what 
was true, than tc relate what mght appear ſplendid. 
When he attempts any critical diſcuſſion, his reaſonings 
are fallacious, and ſounded upon an imperfe& view of 
facts. Though he ſometimes quotes the diſpatches of 


Cortes, he ſeems not to have conſulted them; and though 


he ſets out with ſome cenſure on Gomara, he trequently 


Prefers his authority, the moſt doubtful of any, to that 


of the other contemporary hiſtorians. 


Bur of all the Spaniſh writers, Herrera furniſhes the 
fulleſt and moſt accurate information concerning the con- 


queſt of Mexico, as well as every other tranſaction in 
America. The induſtry and attention with which he 
| conſulted not only the books, but the original papers and 


public records, which tended to. throw any light upon 


the ſubjeQ of his enquiries, were ſo great, and he uſually 


judges of the evidence before him with ſo much impar- 
tiality and candour, that his decads may be ranked 
among the moſt judicious and uſeful hiſtorical collections. 
If, py attempting to relate the various occurrences in the 
New World in a ſtrict chronological order, the arrange- 


ment of events in his work had not been rendered ſo per- 


plexed, diſconneQed, and obſcure, that it is an unplea- 
fant taſk to collect from different parts of his book, an 


piece together the detached ſhreds of a ſtory, he migh! 


juſtly have been ranked among the molt eminent hiſtor 8 
ans of his country. He gives an account of the materi- 
als from w hich he compoſed his work, Dec. vi. lib. iii. 
e. 19. 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE it." p. 4. 


: Corr ES purpoſed to have gone 1n the train of O- 


vando when he ſet out for his government in the year 1 502, 


but was detained by an accident. As he was attempting 


in a dark night to ſcramble up to the window of a lady's 
bed chamber, with whom he carried on an intrigue, an 
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old wall, on the top of which he had mounted, gave way, 


and he was ſo much bruiſed by the fall as to be unfit 


for the voyage. Gomara, Cronica de la Nueva Eſpag- 
na, 828 I. 


NOTE II. p. 5 


5 OR TE 8 had two thouſand peſos i in the hands of 


Andrew Duero, and he borrowed four thouſand, Theſe 


ſums are about equal in value to fifteen hundred pounds 


ſterling ; ; but as the price of every thing was extremely 
high in America, they made but a ſcanty ſtock when ap- 


plied in this manner. Herrera, Dec. ui. lib. ii. c. 2. 


NOTE IV. p. 9. 


often occur in the ſubſequent ſtory, were Juan Velaſ- 


quez de Leon, Alonſo Hernandez Portocarrero, Fran- 


ciſco de Montejo, Chriſtoval de Old, Juan de Eſcalante, 
Franciſco de Morla, Pedro de Alvarado, Franciſco de 
Salceda, Juan de Eſcobar, Gines de Nortes. Cortes 


himſelf commanded the Capitana, or Admiral. Fran- 


Ciſco de Orozeo, an officer formed in the wars of Italy, 
had the command of the artillery. The experienced 
Alaminos acted as chief pilot. 


NOTE 


T HF names of thoſe gallant officers which will 
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NOTES ANDILLUS TRATIONS. 


NOTE V. p. 14. 


IN thoſe different conflicts, the Spaniards loſt only 
two men, but had a conſiderable number wounded. 
Though there be no occaſion for recourſe to any ſuper- 


natural cauſe to account either for the greatneſs of their 


victories, or the ſmallneſs of their loſs, the Spaniſh 
| hiſtorians fail not to aſcribe both to the patronage of 
St. Jago, the tutelar Saint of their country, who, as 


they relate, fought at the head of their countrymen, 
and by his proweſs gave a turn to the fate of the battle. 
Gomara 1s the firſt who mentions. this apparition of St. 
James. It is amuſing to obſerve the embarraſſment of 


B. Diaz de Caſtillo, occaſioned by the ſtruggle between 
His ſuperſtition and his veracity. The former diſpoſed 


Him to believe this miracle, the latter reſtrained him 
from affirming it. © I acknowledge, ſays he, that all 
our exploits and victories are owing to our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and that in this battle there was ſuch a number 
of Indians to every one of us, that if each had thrown a 
Handful of earth they might have buried us, if by the 
great mercy of God we had not been protected. It 
may be that the perſon whom Gomara mentions as 
having appeared on a mottled grey horſe, was the 
_ glorious apoſtle Signor St. Jago or Signor St. Pedro; 
and that 1, as being a ſinner, was not worthy to ſee 
him. This I know, that I ſaw Franciſco de Morla on 
| ſuch a horſe, but as an unworthy tranſgreſſor, did not 


deſerve to ſee any of the holy apoſtles. It may have 


been the will of God, that it was ſo as Gomara relates, 
but until I read his Chronicle I never heard among any 


of the conquerors that ſuch a thing had happened.” 4 
Cap. 34. 


NOTE vl. p. 16. 


8 EVE RAIL. Spaniſh hiſtorians relate this occur- 


rence in ſuch terms, as if they wiſhed it ſhould be- 


lieved, that the Indians loaded with the preſents, had 
carried them from the capital in the ſame ſhort ſpace of 
time that the couriers performed that journey: This 15 
incredible; 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


incredible; and Gomara mentions a circumſtance which 


ſhews, that nothing extraordinary happened on this oc- 


caſion. This rich preſent had been prepared for Gri- 
jalva, when he touched at the fame place ſome months 
before, and was now ready to be delivered, as ſoon as 
Montezuma ſent orders for that Purpoſe: Gomara, 
Cron. C. XVII, p. 28. 1 


Accokbike to B. Diaz del Caſtillo, the value of 


the ſilver plate repreſenting the moon, was alone above 


twenty thouſand peſos, about five thouſand pounds 
ſterling. | 


NOTE VII. p. 22. 


T HIS private 115 was directly contrary to the in- 


ſtructions of Velaſquez, who enjoined, that whatever 


was acquired by trade ſhould be thrown into the com- 
mon ſtock. But it appears, that the ſoldiers had each 


a private aſſortment of toys, and other goods proper 
for the Indian trade, and Cortes gained their favour by 
encouraging this undechand barter. B. Diaz, C. 414. 


N OT E vll. p. 3a. 


G0 O M AR A has publiſhed a catalogue of the va- 
rious articles of which this preſent conſiſted. Cron. c. 
49. P. Martyr ab Angleria, who ſaw them after they 
were brought to Spain, and who ſeems to have exa- 
mined them with great attention, gives a deſcription of 


each, which is curious, as it conveys ſome idea of the 


progreſs which the Mexicans had made in ſeveral arts of 
elegance. De inſulis nuper inventis liber, p. 354, &C. 


NOTE IX. 5. 38. 


PT. H F R . is no F e in the hiſtory of the 


conqueſt of America, which is more queſtionable than 


the account of the numerous armies brought into the 


field againſt the Spaniards. As the war with the Tlaſ- 
calans, 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


calans, though of ſhort duration, was one of the moſt 
conſiderable which they waged in America, the account 
given of their forces merits ſome attention. The onl 


authentic information concerning this is derived from 


three authors. Cortes, in his ſecond diſpatch to the 


emperor, dated at Segura de la Frontera, October 30, 


1520, thus eſtimates the number of their troops: in 


the firſt battle 6000; in the ſecond battle 100,000 : in 

the third battle 150,000. Relat. ap. Ramuſ. 111. 228. 
Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, who was an eye witneſs, and 
engaged in all the aQtions of this war, thus reckons their 
numbers: in the firſt battle 3000, p. 433 in the ſecond 
battle 6000, ibid. in the third battle 50,000, p. 45. 
Gomara, who was Cortes's chaplain after his return to 

Spain, and publiſhed his Cronica in 1552, follows the 
computation of Cortes, except in the ſecond battle, 
where he reckons the Tlaſcalans at 80,000, p. 49. It 


was manifeſtly the intereſt of Cortes to magnify his own 


| dangers and exploits. For it was only by the merit of 
extraordinary ſervices, that he could hope to atone for 
his irregular conduct, in aſſuming an independent com- 
mand. Bern. Diaz, though abundantly diſpoſed to 
place his own proweſs, and that of his fellow-conquer- 
ors, in the moſt advantageous point of light, had not 


the ſame temptation to exaggerate; and 1t 1s probable, 
that his account of the numbers approaches nearer to the 


truth. Ihe aſſembling of an army of 150,000 men 
requires many previous arrangements, and ſuch proviſion 


for their ſubſiſtence as ſeems to be beyond the foreſight 
of Americans. The degree of cultivation in Tlaſcala 


does not ſeem to have been ſo great, as to have furniſh- 


ed ſuch a vaſt army with proviſions. "Though this pro- 


vince was ſo much better cultivated than other regions 
of New Spain, that it was called the country of bread, 


yet the Spaniards in their march ſuffered ſuch want, 


that they were obliged to ſubſiſt upon Tunas, a {pecics 
of fruit which grows wild in the fields. Herrera, Dec. 


it lib. vi. c. 5. p. 182. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE X. p. 42. 


Tar 8 E unhappy victims are ſaid to be perſons of 


diſtinction. It ſeems improbable that ſo great a number 


as fifty ſnould be employed as ſpies. So many priſoners 


had been taken and diſmiſſed, and the Tlaſcalans had 
ſent ſo many meſſages to the Spaniſh quarters, that 


there appears to be no reaſon for hazarding the lives of 
ſo many conſiderable people, in order to procure infor- 


mation about the poſition and ſtate of their camp. The 


barbarous manner in which Cortes treated a people un- 


acquainted with the laws of war eſtabliſhed among po- 


| liſhed nations, appears ſo ſhocking to the later Spaniſh 


writers, that they diminiſh the number of thoſe whom 


he puniſhed ſo cruelly. Herrera ſays, that he cut off 
the hands of ſeven, and the thumbs of ſome more. 
Dec. it. lib. ii. c. 8. De Solis relates, that the hands 
of fourteen or fifteen were cut off, and the thumbs of 


all the reſt. Lib. ii. c. 20. But Cortes himſelf, Relat. 


p. 228, b. and after him Gomara, c. 4 affirm, that 


the bands of all the fiſty were cut off. 
r 


Tur horſes were objects of the greateſt aſtoniſh- 
ment to all the people of New Spain. At firſt they 
imagined the horſe and his rider, like the centaurs of 
the ancients, to be ſome monſtrous animal of a terrible 
form; and ſuppoſing, that their food was the fame as 
that of men, brought fleſh and bread to nouriſh them. 


Even after they diſcovered their miſtake, they believed the 


horſes devoured men in baitle, and when they neighed, 


thought that they were demanding their prey. It was 


not the intereſt of the Spaniards to undeceive them. 
Herrera, Dec. ii. lib. vi. c. 11. 


NOTE 
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NOTE XI. p. 49. 


ton cruelty, perpetrated merely to ſtrike terror in the 


people of New Spain. Relac. de la Deſtruyc. p. 17, 
&c. But the zeal of Las Caſas often leads him to ex- 


aggerate. In oppoſition to him Bern. Diaz. c. 83, 


aſſerts, that the firſt miſſionaries ſent into New Spain 


by the emperor, made a judicial inquiry into this tranſ- 


action; and having examined the prieſts and elders of 


Cholula, found that there was a real conſpiracy to cut 


off the Spaniards, and that the account given by Cortes 
 wasexaQly true. As it was the object of Cortes at 


that time, and manifeſtly his intereſt, to gain the good- 


will of Montezuma, it is improbable, that he would 


have taken a ſtep which tended ſo viſibly to alienate 


him from the Spaniards, if he had not believed it to be 
neceſſary for his own preſervation. At the ſame time, 


the Spaniards who ſerved in America had ſuch contempt 


for the natives, and thought them ſo little entitled to 
the common rights of men, that Cortes might hold the 
Cholulans as guilty upon flight and imperfect evidence. 


'The ſeverity of the puniſhment was certainly exceſſive 
and atrocious. 


NOTE XIII. p. 50. 


T HIS beiten is taken almoſt literally from Ber- 


nal Diaz del Caſtillo, who was ſo unacquainted with 


the art of compoſition, as to be incapable of embelliſhing 
his narrative. He relates, in a ſimple and rude ſtyle, 
what paſſed in his own mind, and that of his fellow- 


ſoldiers on that occaſion ; “ and let it not be thought 
ſtrange, ſays he, that I ſhould write in this manner of 


what then happened: for it ought to be conſidered, that 


it is one thing to relate, another to have beheld things 


that were never before ſeen, or heard, or ſpoken of 


among men.” Cap. 86. p. 64. b. 


NOTE 


Ac CCO RDI NG to Bart. 6 las Caſas, there was 


no reaſon for this maſſacre, and it was an act of wan 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE XIV. p. 6:. 


B * Diaz del Caſtillo gives us ſome idea of the fatigue 
and hardſhips they underwent in performing this, and 
other parts of duty. During the nine months that they 
remained in Mexico, every man, without any ditinQion 
between officers and ſoldiers; ſlept on his arms, in his 
quilted jacket and gorget. They lay on mats, or ſtraw 


ſpread on the floor, and each was obliged to hold him- 
IF This, adds 55 


ſelf as alcrt as if he had been on guard. 
he, became fo habitual to me, that even now in 
my advanced age, I always fleep in my cloaths, and 
never in any bed. When I viſit my Encomienda, I rec- 
kon it ſuitable to my rank, to have a bed carried along 
with my other baggage; but I never go into it, but, 
according to cuſtom, I lie in my cloaths, and walk fre- 
quently during the night in the open air, to view the 
ſtars as I was wont when in ſervice.” ap. 108. 


NOTE XV. p. 63. 


emperor, does not explain the motives which induced 
him either to condemn Qualpopoca to the flames, or to 
put Montezuma in irons. Ramuſ. iii. 236. B. Diaz 


is ſilent with reſpect to his reaſons for the former; and 


the only cauſe he aſſigns for the latter was, that he 


might meet with no interruption in executing the ſen- 


tence pronounced againſt Qualpopoca, c. xcv. p. 7 75. 
But as Montezuma was his priſoner, and abſolutely in 
his power, the inſult offered to that monarch could 
have no effect but to irritate him unneceſſarily, Go- 


mara ſuppoſes, that Cortes had no other object than to 


occupy Montezuma with his own diſtreſs and ſufferings, 
that he might give leſs attention to what befel Qualpo- 
poca. Cron: c. 89. Herrera adopts the ſame opinion. 
Dec. ii. lib. vin. c. 9. But it ſeems an odd expedient, 


in order to make a perſon bear one injury, to load him 
De Solis imagines, that 


with another that is greater. 
Cortes had nothing elſe in view than to intimidate 
Montezuma, 


C ORTES himſelf, in his ſecond diſpatch to the 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Montezuma, ſo that he might make no attempt to reſ- 


cue the victims from their fate; but the ſpirit of that 


monarch was ſo ſubmiſſive, and he had ſo tamely giv- 
en up the priſoners to the diſpoſal of Cortes, that he 
had little to dread from him. If the explanation which 
I have attempiea to give of Cortes s proceedings on this 
occaſion be not admitted, it appears to me, that they 


muſt be reckoned among the wanton and barbarous acts 
of oppreſſion which occur too often in the hiſtory of the 
| conqueſt of America. 


NOTE XVI. p. 67. 

D E. Solis aſſerts, lib. iv. c. 3. that the propoſition 
of doing homage to the King of Spain, came from Mon- 
tezuma himſelf, and was made in order to induce the 


Spaniards to depart out of his dominions. 
his conduct on this occaſion, as if it had been founded 


upon a ſcheme of profound policy, and executed with 
ſuch refined addreſs, as to deceive Cortes lumſelf. But 
there is no hint or circumſtance in the contemporary | 


hiſtorians, Cortes, Diaz, or Gomara, to juſtify this 

theory, 
ſuch extent of art and abilities. The anguiſh which he 
felt in performing this humbling ceremony is natural, if 
we ſuppoſe it to have been involuntary. But, accord- 
ing to the theory of De Solis, it would have been pre- 
poſterous, and. inconſiſtent with his own deſign of de- 
ceiving the Spaniards. 


NOTE XVI. p. 69. 


In ſeveral of the provinces, the Spaniards, with 


all their induſtry and influence, could collect no WM 


gold. In others, they procured only a few trin- 
kets of ſmall value. Montezuma aſſured Cortes, that 
the preſent which he offered to the King of Caſtile, 
aſter doing homage, conſiſted of all the treaſure 
amaſſed by his father; and told him, that he 


had already diſtributed the reſt of his gold and jewels 
* 8 among 


He aſcribes 


Montezuma, on other occaſions, diſcovered no 
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among the Spaniards. B. Diaz. c. 104. Gomara re- 1 
lates, that all the ſilver collected amounted to 500 i 
marks. Cron. c. 93. This agrees with the account (I il 
given by Cortes, that the royal fifth of ſilver was 100 Wi 
| marks. Relat. 239. B. So that the ſum total of Mg 
filver was only 4000 ounces, at the rate of eight ounces e 
a mark, which demonſtrates the proportion of ſilver to - SHA 
; R Paw tf 
gold to have been exceedingly ſmall. Wh 
NOTE: XVIII p: 0. Will: 
| D E Solis, lib. iv. c. 1. calls in queſtion the truth of 0 
this tranſaction, from no better reaſon than that it was e 4 1 
inconſiſtent with that prudence which diſtinguiſhes the e 
character of Cortes. But he ought to have recollected 19 
| the impetuoſity of his zeal at Tlaſcala, which was no | Fm 


les imprudent. He aſſerts, that the evidence for it 
| reſts upon the teſtimony of B. Diaz del Caſtillo, of 
| Gomara, and of Herrera. They all concur, indeed, 
in mentioning this inconſiderate ſtep which Cortes took, 
and they had geod reaſon to do ſo; for Cortes himſelt 
| relates this exploit in his ſecond diſpatch to the Em- 
peror, and ſeems to glory in it. Cort. Relat. Ramuſ. 'N 
ill, 104. D. This is one inſtance, among many, of De * 
| dolts's having conſulted with little attention the letters 
| of Cortes to Charles V. from which the moſt authentic 
formation with reſpe& to his operations muſt be 
derived. e 
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NOTE XIX. p. 74. 
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| Herrera and De Solis ſuppoſe, that Velaſquez, 
was encouraged to equip this armament againſt Cortes, 
| oy the accounts which he received from Spain concern- 
ung the reception of the agents ſent by the colony of 
era Cruz, and the warmth , with which Fonſeca bithop 
0 Burgos had eſpouſed his intereſt, and condemned 
[the proceedings of Cortes. Herrera, dec. 11. lib. ix. c. 
19. De Solis, lib, iv. c. But the chronological 
order of events refutes this ſuppoſition. Portocarrero 
ard Montejo ſailed from Vera Cruz July 26, 1519. 
Yor. II. TY Herrera, 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 4. They landed at St. Lu- 
car in OQtober, according to Herrera, ibid. But P. 
Martyr, who attended the court at that time, and com- 
municated every occurrence of moment to his correſ\= W 
pondents day Ly day, mentions the arrival of theſe 
agents, for the firſt time, in December, and fpeaks of 
it as a recent event. Fpiſt. 650. All the hiſtorians 
agree, that the agents of Cortes had their firſt audi. 
ence of the emperor at Tordeſillas, when he went to 
that town to viſit his mother in his way to St. 
Jago de Compoſtella. Herrera, dec. ii. lib. v. c. 4, 
De Solis, lib. iv. c. 5. But the emperor ſet out 
from Valladolid for Tordeſillas, on the 11th of 
March 1520; and P. Martyr mentions his having 
ſeen at that time the preſents made to Charles, 
Epiſt. 665. The armament under Narvacz, failed 
from. Cuba in April 1520. It is manifeſt then, that 
Velaſquez, could not receive any account of what 
' paſſed in this interview at Tordeſillas, previous to his 
hoſtile preparations againſt Cortes. His real motiyes 
ſeem to be thoſe which I have mentioned. The patent 
appointing him Adelantado of New Spain, with ſuch | 
extenſive powers, bears date November 13, 1519. 
Herrera, dec. ii. lib. iii. c. 11. He might receive it 
about the beginning of January. Gomara takes notice, ¶ queg 
that as ſoon as this patent was delivered to him, he began erer 
to equip a fleet and levy forces. Cron. C. 96. was e 


NOT 3 p. 76. | 


D E Solis contends, that as Narvaez had no inter- eus 
preters, he could hold no intercourſe with the people oi '® | 
the provinces, nor converſe with them in any way butter 
by ſigns, and that it was equally impoſſible for him 
to carry on any communication with Montezuma, 

Lib. iv. c. 7. But it is upon the authority of Corts 
himſelf that I relate all the particulars of Narvaezs cel 
reſpondence, both with Montezuma and with his ſubject 

in the maritime provinces. Relat. Ramul. iii. 244 

A. C. Cortes affirms, that there was a mode of In 

| tercourſe between Narvacz and the Mexicans, but doe 

not explain how it was carried on. Bernal Diaz ſuppl 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
this defect, and informs us, that the three deſerters 
who joined Narvaez, acted as interpreters, having ac— 
quired a competent knowledge of the language, c. 110. 
With his uſual minuteneſs, he mentions their names 
and characters, and relates, in chapter 122, how they 
were puniſhed for their perfidy. The Spaniards had 
now reſided above a year among the Mexicans; and it is 
not ſurpriſing, that ſeveral among them thould have 
made ſome proficiency in ſpeaking their language, 
This ſeems to have been the caſe. Herrera, dec. li. 
lib. x. CO. 1. Both B. Diaz, who was preſent, and 
Herrera, the moſt accurate and beſt informed of all the 
Spaniſh writers, agree with Cortes in his account of the 


Dec. ii. lib. ix. c. 18, 19. De Solis ſeems to conſider 
it as a diſcredit to Cortes, his hero, that Montezuma 
| ſhould have been ready to engage in a correſpondence 
| with Narvaez. He ſuppoſes that monarch to have con- 
| trated ſuch a wonderful affection for the Spaniards, that 
| he was not ſolicitous to be delivered from them. After 


| the indignity with which he had bcen treated, ſuch an 
| affection is incredible; and even De Solis is obliged to 


| acknowledge, that it muſt be looked upon as one of the 
| miracles which God wrought to facilitate the con- 
| queſt, lib. iv. c. 7. The truth is, Montezuma, how- 
| ever much overawed. by his dread of the Spaniards, 
was extremely impatient to recover his liberty. 


NE NN p. 89. 
| Tarn words 1 have borrowed fromthe anony- 


mous Account of the European Settlements in Ame 
ica, publiſhed by Dodſley, in two volumes, 8vo. a 


[Pardly any writer in the age who ought to be aſbamed 
Ot mags + ing himſelf to be the e e . 


NOTE XXII. p. 95. 


HE contemporary hiſtorians differ conſiderably 
vith reſpeEt to the loſs of the Spaniards on this occa- 
0n. Cortes, in his ſecond diſpatch to the emperor, 
makes the number only 150. Relat, ap. Ramul. in. p. 
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ſecret correſpondence carried on with Montezuma. 


work of ſo much merit, that I ſhould think there is 
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NOTES ANDILLUSTRATIONS. 


5 2409s K. But it was manifeſtly his intereſt, at that 


juncture, to conceal from the court of Spain the full 


extent of the loſs which he had ſuſtained. De Solis, 


always ſtudious to diminiſh every misfortune that befel 
his countrymen, rates their loſs at about two hundred 
men. Lib. iv. c. 19. B. Diaz affirms, that they loſt 


870 men, and that only 440 eſcaped from Mexico, | 


c. 128, p. 108. b. Palafox, biſhop of Los Angeles, 
who ſeems to have inquired into the early tranſactions 
of his countrymen in New Spain, with great attention, 
confirms the account of B. Diaz with reſpect to the 


extent of their loſs. Virtudes del Indio, p. 22. Go- | 


mara ſtates their loſs at 450 men. Cron. c. 109. Some 
months afterwards, when Cortes had received ſevera! 


reinforcements, he muſtered his troops, and found them | 
to be only 590. Relat. ap. Ramuf. iii. p. 255, E. 
Now, as Narvaez brought 880 men into New Spain, 
and about 400 of Cortes's foldiers were then alive, it 1s 


evident, that his loſs in the retreat from Mexico muſt 
have been much more conſiderable than what he men- 
tions. B. Diaz, ſolicitous to magnify the dangers and 
ſufferings to which he and his fellow-conquerors were 


expoſed, may have exaggerated their loſs; but, in my | b 


opinion, it cannot well be eſtimated at leſs than 609 


men. 
NOTE XXIII. p. 113. 


8 OME remains of this great work are {till viſible, 


and the ſpot where the brigantines were built and 


launched, is ſtill pointed out to ſtrangers. Torquemada 
viewed them. Monarq. Indiana, vol. i. p. 531. 


NOTE XXIV. p. 120. 


Tu E ſtation of Alvarado on the cauſeway of Ta- 


cuba was the nearcſt to the city. Cortes obſerves, 


that there they could diſtinctly obſerve what paſſed 


when their countrymen were ſacrificed. Relat. ap. 


Ramuſ. iii. p. 273. E. B. Diaz, who belonged to 
Alvarado's diviſion, relates what he beheld with bis 
own eyes. C. 152. p. 148, b. 149, a. Like a mal 


| Whoſe courage was ſo clear as to be above ſuſpicion, he 


| deſcribe, 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


deſcribes, with his uſual ſimplicity, the impreſſion 
which this ſpectacle made upon him. * Before, ſays 
he, I ſaw the breaſts of my companions opened, their 
hearts yet fluttering, offering to an accurſed idol, and 
their fleſh devoured- by their exulting enemies, I was 
accuſtomed to enter a battle not only without fear, but 


with high ſpirit. 


But from that time I never advanced 


to fight the Mexicans without a ſecret horror and anx- 
lety, my heart trembled at the thoughts of the death 
which I had ſeen them ſuffer.” 


that as ſoon as the combat began this terror went off ; 
and, indeed, his adventurous bravery on every occaſion 
is full evidence of this. B. Diaz, c. 156. p. 157, a. 


NOT E XXV. p. 125. : 


ONE circumſtance in this ſiege merits particular 


notice. The account which the Spaniſh writers give of 


the numerous armies employed in the attack or defence 


of Mexico, ſeems to be incredible. According to Cor- 
tes himſelf, he had at one time 150,000 auxiliary Indi- 


ans in his ſervice. Relat. Ramuſ. iii. 275, E. Goma- 
ra aſſerts, that they were above 209,000. Cron. c. 
136. Herrera, an author of higher authority, ſays, 
they were about 200,000. Dec. iii. lib. i. c. 19. None 
of the contemporary writers aſcertain explicitly the 
number of perſons in Mexico during the ſiege. But 
Cortes, on ſeveral occaſions, mentions the number of 
Mexicans who were ſlain, or who periſhed for want of 


| food; and, if we may rely on thoſe circwnſtances, it 


is probable, that above two hundred thouſand muſt have 
been ſhut up in the town. But the quantity of provi- 
lions neceſſary for the ſubſiſtence of ſuch vaſt multitudes 
aſſembled in one place during three months is ſo great, 
aud it requires ſo much foreſight and arrangement to. col- 
lect them, ſo as to be certain of a regular ſupply, that 
one can hardly believe that this could be accompliſhed 
im a country where agriculture was ſo imperfect as in 


the Mexican empire, where there were no tame ani- 
mals, and by a people naturally ſo improvident, and 
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ſo incapable of executing a complicated plan as the moſt 
improved Americans. The Spaniards, with all their 
care and attention, fared very poorly, and were often 
reduced to extreme diſtreſs from want of proviſions. 
B. Diaz, p. 142. Cortes Relat. 271. D. Cortes, on 
one occaſion, mentions ſlightly the ſubſiſtence of his 
army 3 and after acknowledging, that they were often 
in great want, adds, that they received ſupplies from 
the pcople of the country, of filh, and of ſome fruit, 
which he calls the cherries of the country, ibid. B, 
Diaz fays, that they had cakes of maize, and ceraſas 
de la tierra; and when the ſeaſons of theſe was over, 
another fruit, which he calls Tunas ; but their moſt 
comfortable ſubſiſtence was a root which the Indians ufc 
as food, to which he gives the name of Quilites; p. 
142. The Indian auxiliaries had one means of ſubſiſt. 
ence more than the Spaniards. 'They fed upon the bo- 
dies Of the Mexicans whom they killed in battle. 
Cort. Relat. 176, C. B. Diaz confirms his relation, 
and adds, that when the Indians returned from Mexico 
to their own country, they carried with them large 
quantities of the fleſh of the Mexicans ſalted or dried, 
as a moſt acceptable preſent to their friends, that they 
might have the pleaſure of feeding on the bodies of their 
enemies in their feſtivals, p. 157. De Solis, who ſeems 
to conſider it as an imputation of diſcredit to his coun- 
trymen, that they ſhould act in concert with auxiliaries 
who fed upon human fleſh, is ſolicitous to prove, that 
chey endeavoured to prevent their aſſociates from eating 


the bodies of the Mexicans, lib. v. c. 24. But he has WW 2 
no authority for this from the original hiſtorians. Nei- d. 
ther Cortes himſelf, nor B. Diaz, ſeem to have hal W 4 
any ſuch ſcruple; and, on many occaſions, mention i © 
the Indian repaſts, which were become familiar to them, ae 
without any mark of abhorrence. Even with this ad- pi. 
ditional ſtock of food for the Indians, it was hardly WF th 
poſſible to procure ſubſiſtence for armies amounting W tr: 


to ſuch numbers as we find in the Spaniſh wri- 
ters. Perhaps, the beſt ſolution of the difficulty 
is, to adopt the opinion of B. Diaz del Caſtillo, 
the moſt artleſs of all the Hliſtariadores primiti- 
Does. When Gomara, ſays he, on ſome occations 
relates, that there were ſo many thouſand Indians our 
auxiliaries, and on others, that there were fo many 
thouſand 


«„ —— — 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


thouſand houſes in this or that town, no regard is to be 


paid to his enumeration, as he has no authority for it, 


the numbers not being in reality the fifth of what he 
relates. If we add together the different numbers which 
he mentions, that country would contain more millions 
than there are in Caſtile.” C. 129. But though ſome 
conſiderable deduction ſhould certainly be made from the 
Spaniſh accounts of the Mexican forces, they muſt have 
been very numerous; for nothing but an immenſe ſupe- 
riority in number, could have enabled them to with- 
ſtand a body of nine hundred Spaniards, commanded by 


a general of ſuch abilities as Cortes. 


NOTE XXVI. p. 138. 


2 


IN relating the oppreſſive and cruel proceedings of 
the conquerors of New Spain, I have not followed B. 
de las Caſas as my guide. His account of them, Relat. 


de la Deſtruyc. p. 18, &c. is manifeſtly exaggerated. 
It is from the teſtimony of Cortes himſelf and Gomara, 
who wrote under his eye, that I have taken my account 


of the puniſhment of the Panucans; and they relate it 


without any diſapprobation. B. Diaz, contrary to his 


uſual cuſtom, mentions it only in general terms,. c. 162. 


Herrera, ſolicitous to extenuate this barbarous action 


of his countrymen, though he mentions 60 caziques, 
and 400 men of note, as being condemned to the flames, 
aſſerts, that thirty only were burned, and the reſt par- 
doned. Dec. iii. lib. v. c. 7. But this is contrary to 
the teſtimony of the original hiſtorians, particularly of 
Gomara, whom it appears he had contatied. as he 
adopts ſeveral of his expreſſions in this paſſage. The 
puniſhment of Guatimozin is related by the moſt au- 
thentic of the Spaniſh writers. Torquemada has ex- 
tracted from a hiſtory of Tezeuco, compoſed in the 
Mexican tongue, an account of this tranſaction, more 
favourable to Guatimozin than that of the Spaniſh au- 
thors. Mon. Indiana, 1. 575. According to that ac- 
count, Cortes had ſcarcely a ſhadow of evidence to 
juſtify ſuch a wanton act of cruelty. B. Diaz affirms, 
that Guatimozin and his fellow-ſufferers aſſerted their 

innocence 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


innocence with their laſt breath, and that many of the 
Spaniſh ſoldiers candemned this action of Cortes as 
equally unneceſſary and wut, P- 200, b. 201, a 


NOTE XXVII. p. 140. 


Thi E motive for a this expedition was, to 
puniſh Chriſtoval de Olid, one of his officers who had 


revolted againſt him, and aimed at eſtabliſhing an inde- 
pendent juriſdiction. Cortes regarded this inſurrection 
as of ſuch dangerous example, and dreaded ſo much the 
abilities and popularity of its author, that in perſon he 
led the body of troops deſtined to ſuppreſs it. He 
marched, according to Gomara, three thouſand miles, 


through a country abounding with thick foreſts, rugged 
mountains, deep rivers, thinly inhabited, and cultivated 
only in a few places. What he ſuffered from famine, 
from the hoſtility of the natives, from the climate, and 
from hardſhips of every ſpecies, has nothing in hiſtory 
parallel to it, but what occurs in the adventures of the 


other diſcoverer and conquerors of the New World. 
Cortes was employed in this dreadful ſervice above two 


years: and though it was not diſtinguiſhed by any ſplen- 
did event, he exhibited, during the courſe of it, greater 


perſonal courage, more fortitude of mind, more perſe- 
verance and patience, than in any other period or ſcene 
in his life. Herrera, dec. iii. lib. vi, vii, viii, ix. Go- 


mara Cron. c. 163—177- B. Diaz, 174—190. 


NOTE XXVIIL p. 142. 


Accorninc © Herrera, the treaſure which 
Cortes brought with him, conſiſted of fifteen - hundred 
marks of wrought plate, two hundred thouſand peſos of 
fine gold, and ten thouſand of inferior ſtandard, many 


rich jewels, one in particular worth forty thouſand pe- 
ſos, and ſeveral trinkets and ornaments of value. Dec. 
iv. lib. iii. c. 8. lib. iv. c. 1. He afterwards engaged 
to give a portion with his daughter of a hundred thou- 


ſand peſos, Gomara Cron, c. 237. 1 he fortune 


which 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


which he left his ſons was very conſiderable. But as 
we have before related, the ſum divided among the 


conquerors on the firſt reduction of Mexico was very 
ſmall. There appears then to be ſome reaſon for ſuſ- 
pecting that the accuſation of Cortes's enemies were 
not altogether deſtitute of foundation. They charged 
him with having unjuſtly applied to his own uſe a diſ- 

roportionate ſhare of the Mexican ſpoils ; with having 
| concealed the royal treaſures of Montezuma and Gua- 


| timozin, with defrauding the king of his fifth, and 


robbing his followers of what was due to them. Her- 
rera, dec. ili. lib. viii. c. 15. dec. iv. lib. iii. c. 8. Some 


of the conquerors themſelves entertained ſuſpicions of 


the ſame kind. B. Diaz, c. 1 57 
NO T E XXIX. * 147. 


5 tracing the progreſs of the Spaniſh arms in New 
Spain, we have followed Cortes himſelf as our moſt 
certain guide. His diſpatches to the emperor contain 


a minute account of his operations. But the unlettered 
conqueror of Peru was incapable of relating his own ex- 

ploits. Our information with reſpe& to them is de- 

rived, however, from contemporary and reſpectable au- 


thors. 


Tux moſt early accounts of Pizarro's tranſactions in 
Peru, was publiſhed by Franciſco de Xerez, his ſecre- 
tary. It is a ſimple unadorned narrative, carried down 
no farther than the death of Atahualpa, in 15333 for 


the author returned to Spain in 1534, and ſoon after he 


landed, printed at Seville his ſhort Hiſtory of the Con- 


welt of Peru, addreſſed to the emperor. 


Don Pedro 3 an officer who ſerved under 


Piz arro, drew up an account of his expedition, which 


was tranſlated into Italian by Ramuſio, and inſerted in 


his valuable collection, but has never been publiſhed in 


its original language. Sancho returned to Spain at the 
lame time with Xerez. Great credit is due to what 
both thoſe authors relate concerning the progreſs and 


ope rations 
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464 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


operations of Pizarro, but the reſidence of the Spaniards 
in Peru had been ſo ſhort, at the time when they left 
| | it, and their intercourſe with the natives ſo ſlender, that 
their knowledge of the Peruvian manners and cuſtoms 
—_ is very imperfect. 


Tar next contemporary hiſtorian is Pedro Cieza de 
Leon, who publiſhed his Chronica del Peru, at Seville 
in 1553. If he had finiſhed all that he propoſes in the 
general diviſion of his work, it would have been the 
moſt complete hiſtory which had been publiſhed of any 
region in the New World. . He was well qualified to 
execute it, having ſerved during ſeventeen years 1n 
America, and viſited, in perſon, moſt of the provinces 
concerning which he had occaſion to write. But only 
the firſt part of his Chronicle has been printed. It 
contains a deſcription of Peru, and ſeveral of the adja- 

cent provinces, with an account of the inſtitutions and 

_ cuſtoms of the natives, and is written with ſo little art, 
and ſuch an apparent regard for truth, that one muſt . 
regret the loſs of the other parts of his work, 


CS loſs is ply ſupplied by Don Auguſtine Za 
rate, who publiſhed, in 1555, his Hiſtoria del deſcu- | 
brimiento y Conqueſta de la Provincia del Peru. Za- 
Tate was a man of rank and education, and employed in 
Peru as comptroller-general of the public revenue. His 
hiſtory, whether we attend to its matter or compoſiti- 
on, is a book of conſiderable merit; as he had oppor- 
tunity to be well informed, and ſeems to have been in— 
quiſitive with reſpect to the manners and tranſactions of 
the Peruvians, great credit is due to his teſtimony. 


Dox Diego. Fernandez publiſhed his Hiſtoria del 
Peru in 1571. His fole object is to relate the diſſen- 
ſions and civil wars of the Spaniards in that empire. As 
he ſerved in a public ſtation in Peru, and was well ac- 
quainted both with the country, and with the principal 

_ aQors in thoſe ſingular ſcenes which he deſcribes ; as he 
poſſeſſed found underſtanding, and great impartiality, 
his work may be ranked among thoſe of the hiſtorians moſt 
diſtinguiſhed for their induſtry in reſearch, or their capac!- 
tym judging with reſpect to the events which they relate. 
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The laſt author who can be reckoned among the 


contemporary hiſtorians of the conqueſt of Peru, is 
Garcilaſſo de la Vega, Inca. For though the firſt part 
of his work entitled, Commentarios Reaes del Origen de 
los Incas Reines del Far, was not publiſhed ſooner than 


the year 1609, ſeventy-ſix years after the death of Ata- 


hualpa the laſt emperor, yet, as he was born in Peru, 
and was the fon of an officer of diſtinction among the 


Spaniſh . conquerors, by a Caya, or lady of the royal 
race, on account of which he always took the name of 


Inca, as he was maſter of the language ſpoken by the 
Incas, and acquainted with the traditions of his country- 


men, his authority is rated very high, and often placed 
above that of all the other hiſtorians. His work, how- 


ever, is little more than a commentary upon the Spaniſh 
writers of the Peruvian ſtory, and compoſed of quotati- 


ons taken from the authors whom I have mentioned. 


This is the idea which he himſelf gives of it, lib. i. o. 
10. Nor is it in the account of facts only that he fol- 


lows them ſervilely. Even in explaining the inſtitutions 


and rites of his anceſtors, his information ſeems not to 


be more perfect than theirs. His explanation of the 


Quipos is almoſt the ſame with that of Acoſta, He pro- 


| duces no ſpecimen of Peruvian poetry, but that wretched 
one which he borrows from Blas Valera, an early miſ- 
ſionary, whoſe memoirs have never been publiſhed. 
Lib. ii. c. 15. As tor compoſition, arrangement, or a 
capacity of diſtinguiſhing between what is fabulous, 
what 1s probable, and what 1s true, one ſearches for 
them in vain in the commentaries of Inca. His work, 
however, notwithſtanding its great defects, is not alto- 
gether deſtitute of uſe. Some traditions which he. re- 
ceived from his countrymen are preſerved in it. His 
knowledge of the Peruvian language has enabled him to 


correct ſome errors of the Spaniſh writers, and he has 


:1nferted in it ſome curious facts taken from authors 
whoſe works were never publiſhed, and are now loſt. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE XXX. p. 152: 


O N F. may form an idea both of the hardſhips which 
they endured, and of the ſicklineſs of the regions which 
they viſited, from the extraordinary mortality that pre- 
vailed among them. Pizarro carried out 112 men, 
| Almagro 70. In leſs than nine months 130 of theſe 
died. Few fell by the ſword ; moſt of n were cut 
off by diſeaſes. Xerez, p. 180. 


NO TE XXXI. p. 155. 


Thi S iſland, fays Herrera, is rendered fo uncomfort- 
able by the unwholeſomeneſs of its climate, its impe- 
netrable woods, its rugged mountains, and the multi- 
| tude of inſects and reptiles, that it is feldom any ſofter 
2 than that of infernal is employed in deſcribing 
The ſun is almoſt never ſeen there, and through- 
_ the year it hardly ever ceaſes to rain. Dec. 11. 
lib. x. c. 3. Dampier touched at this iſland in the 
year 168 5; and his account of the climate is not more 
favourable. Vol. i. p. 172. He, during his cruize on 
that coaſt, viſited moſt of the places where Pizarro land- 
ed, and his deſcription of them throws light on the nar- 
rations of the early Spaniſh hiſtorians. 


NOTE XXXII. p. 169. 


B Y this time horſes had multiplied greatly in the Spa- 
' iſh ſettlements on the continent. When Cortes began 
his expedition in the vear 1518, though his armament 
was more conſiderable than that of Pizarro, and com- 
poſed of perſons ſuperior in rank to thoſe who invaded 
Peru, he could procure no more than ſixteen horſes. 


NOTE 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE XXXIII. p. 5 


1 tlie year 1740, D. Ant. Ulloa, and D. George 
Juan, travelled from Guayquil to Motupe, by the ſame 


route which Pizarro took. From the deſcription of 


their journey, one may form an idea of the difficulty of 
his march. The ſandy plains between St. Michael de 
Piura and Motupe extend 90 miles, without water, 
without a tree, a plant, or any green thing, on a 


dreary ſtretch of e land. Voyage, tom. i. p. 


| 399» & c. 


NOTE XXXIV. p. 135. 


c Tu IS extravagant and unſeaſonable diſcourſe of 
Valverde has been cenſured by all hiſtorians, and with 


juſtice. But though he ſeems to have been an illiterate 
and bigotted monk, nowiſe reſembling the good Olmedo, 
who accompanied Cortes, the abſurdity of his addreſs 


to Atahualpa muſt not be charged wholly upon him. 
His harangue 1s evidently a tranſlation, or paraphraſe of 
that form, concerted by a junto of Spaniſh divines and 


lawyers in the year 1509, for explaining the right 
of their king to the ſovereignty of the New World, 


and for directing the officers employed in America how 


they ſhould take poſſeſſion of any new country. See 
Vol. i. Note xxiii. The ſentiments contained in Val- 
verde's harangue muſt not then be imputed to the bigot- 
ted imbecility of a particular man, but to that of "the 


age. Gomara and Benzoni relate one circumſtance 


concerning Valverde, which, if authentic, renders him 
an object not of contempt only, but of horror. They 


aſſert, that during the whole action, Valverde, con- 
tinued to excite the ſoldiers to ſlaughter, calling to them 


to ſtrike the enemy not with the edge, but with the 
points of their ſwords. Gom. Cron c. 113. Benz. 
Hiſtor. Nov. Orbis, lib. iii. c. 3. Such behaviour was 


very different from that of the Roman Catholic clergy 


in other parts of America, where they uniformly exert- 
ed their influence to protect the Indians, and to mode- 
rate the ferocity of their countrymen. 


NOTE 
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NO T E XXXV. p. 176. 


T WO different (ſtems have been formed concern- 


ing the conduct ot Atahualpa. The Spaniſh writers, 
in order to juſtify the violence of their countrymen, con- 


tend, that all the Inca's profeſſions of friendſhip were 


feigned; and that his intention in agreeing to an inter- 


view with Pizarro at Caxamalca, was to cut off him and 


his followers at one blow; that for this purpoſe he ad- 


vanced with ſuch a numerous body of attendants, who 
had arms concealed under their garments to execute this 


ſcheme. This is the account given by Xerez, and Za- 
rate, and adopted by Herrera, But if it had been the 


plan of the Inca to deſtroy the Spaniards, one can 


hardly imagine that he would have permitted them to 


march unmoleſted through the deſert of Motupe, or have 
neglected to defend the paſſes in the mountains where 


they might have been attacked with ſo much advantage. | 
If the Peruvians marched to Caxamalca with an inten- 


tion to fall upon the Spaniards, it is inconceivable that of 
ſo great a body of men, prepared for action, not one 


ſhould attempt to make reſiſtance, but all tamely ſuffer 


themſelves to be butchered by an enemy whom they 


were armed to attack. Atahualpa's mode of advancing 
to the interview, has the aſpect of a peaceable proceſ- 
| ſion, not of a military enterprize. He himſelf, and his 
followers, were in their habits of ceremony, preceded, 


as on days of ſolemnity, by unarmed harbingers. Though 
rude nations are frequently cunning and falſe, yet, if a 


ſcheme of deception and treachery muſt be imputed ei- 


ther to a monarch, that had no great reaſon to be alarmed 


at a vilit from ſtrangers who ſolicited admiſſion into his 


preſence as friends, or to an adventurer ſo daring, and 
ſo little ſcrupulous as Pizarro, one cannot heſitate in de- 


termining where to fix the preſumption of guilt. Even 


amidſt the endeavours of the Spaniſh writers to palliate 
the proceedings of Pizarro, one plainly perceives, that 
it was his intention, as well as his intereſt, to ſeize the 
Inca, and that he had taken meaſures for that pur- 
poſe, previous to any ſuſpicion of that monarch's 


deſign. 
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GaRC1LASS0 DE LA VEGa, extremely folicitous Bl 
to vindicate his countrymen, the Peruvians, from the th 
| crime of having concerted the deſtruction of Pizarro -- 
and his tollowers, and no lets afraid to charge the Spa- _ 
niards with improper conduct towards the Inca, has 0 
. framed another ſyſtem. He relates, that a man of ma- 15 i 9 
jeſtic form with a long beard, and garments reaching to 
the ground, having appeared in viſion to Viracocha, the Vp 
eighth Inca, and declared that he was a child of 7.5. 
the Sun, that monarch built a temple in honour of Wi 
this perſon, and erected an image of him, reſembling, e 
as nearly as poſſible, the ſingular form in which he had 1 
exhibited himſelf to his view. In this temple divine ho- | 
nours were paid to him, by the name of Viracocha. P. 
i. lib. iv. c. 2 1. lib. v. c. 22. When the Spaniards firſt Wil! 
appeared in Peru, the length of their beards, and the RS. 
dreſs they wore, ſtruck every perſon fo much with their | 
likeneſs to.the 1mage of Viracocha, that they ſuppoſed 
them to be children of the Sun, who had deſcended 
from heaven to earth. All concluded that the fatal pe- 
riod of the Peruvian empire was now approaching, and 
that the throne would be occupied by new poſſeſſors. Ata- 
hualpa himſelf, conſidering the Spaniards as meſſengers 
from heaven, was fo far from entertaining any thoughts of 
_ reſiſting them, that he determined to yield implicit obe- 
dience to their commands. From thoſe ſentiments flowed 
his profeſſions of love and reſpe&t. To thoſe were ow- 
ing the cordial reception of Soto and Ferdinand Pizarro 
in his camp, and the ſubmiſſive reverence with which he 
advanced to viſit the Spaniſh general in his quarters. 
But from the groſs ignorance of Philipillo, the inter- 
preter, the declaration of the Spaniards, and his anſwer 
to it, were ſo ill explained, that by their mutual inability 
to comprehend each other's intentions, the fatal rencoun- 


ter at Caxamalca, with all | its dreadful conſequences, was 
occaſioned. 
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IT is remarkable that no traces of this ſuperſtitious 
veneration of the Peruvians for the Spaniards, are to be 
found either in Xerez, or Sancho, or Zarate, previous 
to the interview at Caxamalca ; and yet the two former 

ſer ved under Pizarro at that time, and the latter viſited 
Peru ſoon after the conqueſt, If either the Inca him- 
ſelf, 
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ſelf, or his meſſengers, had addreſſed the Spaniards in 


the words which La Vega put in their mouths, they 
muſt have been ſtruck with ſuch ſubmiſſive declarations ; 
and they would certainly have availed themſelves of 


them to accompliſh their own deſigns with greater 


facility. La Vega himſelf, though his narrative of the 
| Intercourſe between the Inca and Spaniards, preceding 


the encounter at Caxamalca, is founded on the ſuppoſi- 


tion of his believing them to be Viracochas, or divine 


beings, p. ii. lib. i. c. 17. &c. yet, with his uſual inat- 


| tention and inaccuracy, he admits in another place, that 
the Peruvians did not recollect the reſemblance between 
them and the god Viracocha, until the fatal diſaſters ſub- 
ſequent to the defeat at Caxamalca, and then only began 
to call them Viracochas. P. i. lib. v. c. 21. This is 
confirmed by Herrera, dec. v. lib. ii. c. 12. In many 
different parts of America, if we may believe the Spa- 


niſh writers, their countrymen were conſidered as divine 


beings who had deſcended from Heaven. But in this 
inſtance, as in many which occur in the intercourſe be- 


tween nations, whoſe progreſs in refinement is very un- 
equal, the ideas of thoſe who uſed the expreſhon, were 
different from the ideas of thoſe who heard it. For, 


ſuch is the idiom of the Indian languages, or ſuch is 


the ſimplicity of thoſe who ſpeak them, that when they 
fee any thing with which they were formerly unac- 
quainted, and of which they do not know the origin, 
they ſay that it came down from heaven. Nugnez. 
Ram. 11. 327, C. | 


Tun account which! have given of the ſentiments 
and proceedings of the Peruvians, appears to be more 
natural and conſiſtent than either of the two pre- 
ceding, and is better ſupported by the facts related by 
the u hiſtorians. 


AccorpinG to Xerez, p. 200, two thouſand Pe- 


ruvians were killed. Sancho makes the number of the 
flain fix or ſeven thouſand. Ram. iii. 274, D. By La 


Vega's account, five thouſand were maſſacred. P. ii. lib. i. 


G28. The number which I have mentioned, being 
N the 
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the medium between the extremes, may probably be Wl "0" 
neareſt the truth. 1 5 | 
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NOTE XXXVI. p. 178. 
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N OTHING can be a more ſtriking proof of this, Wl 


than that three Spaniards travelled from Caxamalca to e 
Cuzco. The diſtance between them is ſix hundred | * BY 
miles. In every place throughout this vaſt extent of > Hs 
country, they were treated with all the honours which 
the Peruvians paid to their ſovereigns, and even to their 
divinities. Under pretext of amaſſing what was want- i Ii 
ing for the ranſom of the Inca, they demanded the 16 


plates of gold with which the walls of the Temple of "ab 
the Sun in Cuzco were adorned ; and though the prieſts Vil 
| were unwilling to alienate thoſe ſacred ornaments, and 1 
the people refuſed to violate the ſhrine of their God, {py 


the three Spaniards with their own hands robbed the 
Temple of part of this valuable treaſure ; and ſuch 
was the reverence of the natives for their perſons, that 
though they beheld this act of ſacrilege with aſtoniſh- _ [ 
ment, they did not attempt to prevent or diſturb the = wh 
commiſſion of it. Zarate, lib. ii. c. 6. Sancho ap. t 


Ramuſ. iii. 375, D. . 
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NOTE XXxXVII. p. 188. 5 0 


Accornping to Herrera, the ſpoil of Cuzco, | 
| after ſetting apart the king's fifth, was divided among 1 | | 
| 480 perſons. Each received 4000 peſos. This amounts 1 
to 1,920,000 peſos. Dec. v. lib. vi. c. 3. But as the 
general, and other officers, were entitled to a part far 
greater than that of the private men, the ſum total 
| muſt have riſen much beyond what I have mentioned. 
| Gomara, c. 123. and Zarate, lib. ii. c. 8. ſatisfy them- 
ſelves with aſſerting in general, that the plunder of 


Cuzco was of greater value than the ranſom of Ata- 
tualpa. | 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE XXXVIII. p. 190. 


N O expedition in the New World was conducted 
with more perſevering courage than that of Alvarado, 

and in none were greater hardſhips endured. Many of 
the perſons engaged in it were, like their leader, ve- 
terans who had ſerved under Cortes, inured to all the 
rigour of American war. Such of my readers as have 
not an opportunity of peruſing the ſtriking deſcription 
of their ſufferings by Zarate or Herrera, may form 
ſome idea of the nature of their march from the ſea 
_ coaſt to Quito, by conſulting the account which D. 
Ant. Ulloa gives of his own journey in 1736, nearly 
in the ſame route. Voy. tom. i. p. 178, &c. or that 
of M. Bouguer, who proceeded from Puerto Viejo to 
Quito, by the ſame road which Alvarado took. He 
compares his own journey with that of the Spaniſh leader, 
and, by the compariſon, gives a moſt ftriking idea of | 
the boldneſs and patience of Alvarado, in forcing his W » 
way through ſo many obſtacles. Voyage du Peron, W f. 


P. XXVUl. &c. - n 
8 | 5 
1 5 ri 

NOTE XXIX., p. 191. 1 
3 1 „ 

Accor DING to Herrera, there were entered th 
on the account of the king, in gold, 155,300 peſos, WF mi 
and 5400 maiks (cach 8 ounces) of ſilver, beſides ſe- W mc 
veral* veſſels and ornaments, ſome of gold, and others of we 


ſilver; on account of private perſons, in gold 499,000 MW - 
peſos, and 54,000 marks of filver. Dec. v. lib. vi. 
. 3. 1 1 — 


NOTE . p. 198. 


Tur Peruvians had recourſe to other military arts 

than thoſe of the Spaniards. As the cavalry were the 
chief object of their terror, they endeavoured to render 
them incapable of acting, by throwing a long thong 
with a ſtone faſtened to each end. This twiſted about 


the horſe and its rider, entangled them ſo as to ren! 
then 


ons 
pout 


But as I have obſerved, vol. i. p. 


ably annoyed by it. 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS, 
them incapable of acting. Herrera mentions this as 
an invention of their own. Dec. v. lib. vin. c. 4. 


375, this weapon is 
common among beet barbarous W towards the 


extremity of South America; and it is more probable, 


that the Peruvians had obſerved the dexterity with 
, and on this occaſion 


which they uſed it in hunting 


adopted it themſelves. The Spaniards were conſider- 


Herrera, ibid. Another inſtance 
of the ingenuity of the Peruvians deſerves mention. 


By turning a river out of its channel, they overflowed 
a valley, in which a body of Spaniards was poſted, ſo 


ſuddenly, that it was with the utmoſt difficulty they 
made their eſcape. Herrera, Dec. v. lib. viii. c. 5. 


NOTE WI p. i 


Hr ER RER A's account of Orellana's voy age is 
the moſt minute, and apparently the moſt accurate. It 
was probably taken from the journal of Orellana him- 


ſelf. But the dates are not diſtinctly marked. His 


navigation down the Coca, or Napo, began early in 
February 1541 3 and he arrived at the mouth of the 


river on the 26th of Auguſt, having ſpent near ſeven 


months in the voyage. XI. de la Condami ne, in the 


year 1743, failed from Cuenca to Para, a ſettlement of 


the Portugueſe at the mouth of the river, a navigation 
much longer than that of Orellana, in leſs than four 
months, Voyage, p. 179. But the two adventurers 


were very differently provided for the voyage. This 


hazardous undertaking, to which ambition prompted 
Orellana, and to which the love of ſcience led M. de 
la Condamine, was undertaken in the year 1769, by 
Madame Godin des Odonais, from conjugal affection. 
The narrative of the hardſhips which ſhe ſuffered, of the 
dangers to Which ſhe was expoſed, and of the diſaſters 


| which befel her, 1s one of the moſt ſingular and af- 


fecting ſtories in any language, exhibiting in her con- 


duct a ſtriking picture of the fortitude which diſtinguiſn 


the one ſex, mingled with the ſenſibility and tender- 
neſs peculiar to the other. Lettre de M. Godin, a M. 
de la Condamine. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE XIII. p. 218. 


HRRE RA gives a ſtriking pidure of their 
indigence. Twelve gentlemen, who had been officers 
of diflintion under Almagro, lodged in the ſame houſe, 
and having but one cloak among them, it was worn 
alternately by him who had occaſion to appear in public, 
while the reſt, from the want of a decent dreſs, were 
obliged to keep within doors. Their former friends 
and companions were ſo much afraid of giving offence to 
Pizarro, that they durſt not entertain, or even con- 
verſe with them. One may conceive what was the 
condition, and what the indignation of men once ac- 
cuſtomed to power and opulence, when they felt them- 
ſelves, poor and deſpiſed, without a roof under which 
to ſhelter their heads, while they beheld others, whole 
merit and fervices were not equal to theirs, living with 
Fplendor in ſumptuous edifices. Dec. vi. lib. viii. c. 6. 


£ 
NOTE XIII. p. 229. 

H E. RRE RA, the moſt accurate of the Spaniſh WW - 
hiſtorians, aſſerts, that Gonzalo Pizarro poſſeſſcd WM | 
dominions in the neighbourhood of Chuqueſaca de ia WW h 
Plata, which yielded him an annual revenue greatci W =: 
than that of the archbiſhop of 'Toledo, the beſt en- vi 
dowed ſee in Europe. Dec. vii. lib. vi. c. 3. | of 
= | 1 

hu 


NOTE XIV. p. 241. 


Ar. the Soanith writers deſcribe his march, and 
the diſtreſſes of both partics very minutely. Zarate ob- 
ſerves, that hardly any parallel to it occurs in hiſtory, 
either with reſpect to the length of the retreat, or the 
ardour of the purſuit. Pizarro, according to his com- 


putation, followed the viceroy upwards of three thou- 
ſand miles. Lib. V. C. 16. 26. 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE XLV. p. 254. 


Ir amounted, according to Fernandez, the beſt inform- 
ed hiſtorian of that period, to one million four hundred 
thouſand peſos. Lib. Il. c. 79. 


N. G TE XI. VI. p. 288. 


C A R VA TA L, from the beginning, had been an 


advocate for an accommodation with Gaſca. 


F inding 
Pizarro incapable of holding that bold courſe which he 


originally ſuggeſted, he recommended to him a timely 


ſubmiſſion to his ſovereign as the ſafeſt meaſure. When 
the preſident's offers were firſt communicated to Pizar- 
ro, © By our Lady {faid he, in that ſtrain of buffoonry 
which was familiar to him) the prieſt iſſues gracious bulls. 
He gives them both good and cheap ; let us not only ac- 
cept of them, but wear th em as reliques about our necks.” 
Fernandez, lib. it. c. 63. 


NOTE XLII. p. 260. 


P U R I N G the rebellion of Gonzalo Pizarro, ſeven 
and three hundred 


hundred men were killed in battle, 
and eighty were hanged or beheaded. Herrera, dec. 
viii. lib, iv. c. 4. Above three hundred of theſe were cut 
off by Carvajal. Fernandez, lib. ii. c. 91. Zarate 


makes the number of thoſe put to a violent death hve 


hundred. Lib. vil. c. 1. 


NOT E  XLVIIL. p. 267. 


IN my inquiries concerning the manners and policy of 
the Mexicans, I have received much information from 
a large manuſcript of Don Alonſo de Corita, one of 
the judges in the Court of Audience of Mexico. in 
the year 1 Philip os in order that he might diſco- 
ver 
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NOTES ANDILLUSTRATIONS. 


ver the mode of levying tribute from his Indian ſubjeQs, 
that would be moſt beneficial to the crown, and leaſt op- 
preſlive to them, addreſſed a mandate to all the Courts 
of Audience in America, enjoining them to anſwer cer- 


tain queries which he propoſed to them, concerning the 


ancient form of government eſtabliſhed among the vari- 


cus nations of Indians, and the mode in which they paid 


taxes to their kings, or chiefs. In obedience to this man- 


date, Corita, who had reſided nineteen years in Ameri- 


ca, fourteen of which he paſſed in New Spain, compoſed 


the work of which I have a copy. He acquaints his ſo- 


vereign, that he had made it an object during his reſi- 
dence in America, and in all its provinces which he had 


viſited, to enquire diligently into the manners and cuſtoms | 


of the natives; that he had converſed, for this purpoſe, 
with many aged and intelligent Indians, and conſulted 
ſeveral of the Spaniſh ecclefiaſtics, who underſtood the 
Indian languages moſtperfectly, particularly ſome of thoſe 
who landed in New Spain ſoon after the conqueſt. Co- 


rita appears to be a man of ſome learninz, and to have 


carried on his inquiries with the diligence and accuracy 


to which he pretends. Greater credit is due to his te- 
ſtimony from one circumſtance. His work was not 


compoſed with a view to publication, or in ſupport of 
any particular theory, but contains ſimple, though full 
anſwers, to queries propoſed to him officially. Though 
Herrera does not mention him among the authors whom 


| he had followed as guides in his hiſtory, I ſhould ſup- 


poſe, ſrom ſeveral fads of which he takes notice, as 
well as from ſeveral expreſſions which he uſes, -that 
this memorial of Corita was not unknown to him. 


NOTE XLIX. p. 276. 


Tur early Spaniſh writers were ſo haſty and inaccu- 


rate in eſtimating the numbers of people in the provin- 
ces and towns of America, that it is impoſſible to al- 


certain that of Mexico itſelf with any degree of preciſion. : 


Cortes deſcribes the extent and populouſneſs of Mex- 


ico in general terms, which imply, that it was not 


inferior 


\ 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
inferior to the greateſt cities in Europe. Gomara is 
more explicit, and affirms, that there were 60,000 
hou'es or families in Mexico. Chron. c. 78. Herrera 
adopts his opinion. Dec. ii. lib. vii. c. 333 and the ge- 
nerality of writers follow them implicitly without inqui- 
ry or ſcruple. According to this account, the inhabi- 
tants of Mexico muſt have been about 300,000. Tor- 
quemada, with his uſual propenſity to the marvellous, 
aſſerts, that there were a hundred and twenty thouſand 
houſes or families in Mexico, and conſequently about 
ſix hundred thouſand inhabitants. Lib. iii. c. 23. But 
in a very judicious account of the Mexican empire, by 
one of Cortes's officers, the population is fixed at 
60,000 people. Ramuſio, iii. 30g, A. Even by this 
account, which probably is much nearer the truth than 
any of the foregoing, Mexico was a great city. 


NOTE L. p. 279. 


I T is to P. Torribio de Benavente, that TI am indebted 


for this curious obſervation. Palafox, biſhop of Los 
Angeles, confirms and illuſtrates it more fully. The 
Mexican (fays he) 1s the only language in which a termi- 
nation indicating reſpect, //avas reverentiales y de corteſa, 
may be affixed to every word. By adding the final 


ſyllable zin or azin to any word, it becomes a proper 


_ expreſſion of veveration in the mouth ot an inferior. 
It, in ſpeaking to an equal, the word Father 1s to he 
uſed, it is Tatl; but an inferior ſays Tatzin. One prieſt 


peaking to ancther, calls him Teopixque ; a perſon of 


inferior rank calls him Teopixcatzin. The name of the 
emperor who reigned when Cortes invaded Mexico, 


was Montezuma, but his vaſſals, from reverence, pro- 


nounced it Montezumazin. Torribio, MS. Palaf. Vir- 
tudes del Indio, p. 65. 'The Mexicans had not only 


reverential nouns, but reverentia] verbs. The manner 


in which theſe are formed from the verbs in common 


uſe, is explained by D. Jof. Aug. Aldama y Guevara in 
his Mexican Grammar, N'. 188. 


NOTE 
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48 NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE II. 5. 283. 
Fro: OM comparing ſeveral paſſages in Corita and Her- | 


rera, we may collect with ſome degree of accuracy, the 
various modes in which the Mexicans contributed to- 
wards the ſupport of government. Some perſons of 
the firſt order ſeem to have been exempted from the 
payment of any tribute, and, as their only duty to the 
public, were bound to perſonal ſervice in war, and to 
follow the banner of the ſovereign with their vaſſals. 
2. The immediate vaſſals of the crown were bound not 
only to perſonal military ſervice, . but paid a certain pro- 
portion of the produce of their lands in kind. 3. Thoſe 
who held offices of honour or truſt, paid a certain ſhare 
of what they received in conſequence of holding theſe. 
4. Each Capullee, or aſſociation, cyltivated ſome part 
of the common field allotted to it, for the behoof of 
the crown, and depoſited the produce in the royal gra- 
naries. 5. Some part of whatever was brought to the 
public markets, whether fruits of the earth, or the 


various productions of their artiſts and manufacturers, | 
was demanded for the public uſe, and the merchans . 
Who paid this were exempted from every other tax. . 
6. The Mayegues, or adſcripti glebæ, were bound to cul- 6 
tivate cert in diſtricts in every province, which may be x 
conſidered as crown lands, and brought the increaſe into MW of 
public ſtorehouſes. Thus the ſovereign received fome M 8 
part of whatever was uſeful or valuable in the country, f 
whether it was the natural production of the ſoil, or ac- MM Bas 
quired by the induſtry of the people. What each con- | 20 
tributed towards the ſupport of government, ſeems to Ew 
have been inconſiderable. Corita, in anſwer to one of F bib 
the queries put to the Audience of Mexico, by Philip II. Fs 
endeavours to eſtimate in money the value of what each | full 
citizen might be ſuppoſed to pay, and does not reckon it par 
at more than three or four reals, about bo ated pence or a 


two ſhillings a head. 


NOTE LI. p. 284 


8 who ſeems to have been as much aſtoniſh- 
ed with this, as with any inſtance of Mexican ingenuity, 

gives a particular deſcription of it. Along one of the 
cauſeways, 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


cauſeways, ſays he, by which they enter the city, are 
conducted two conduits, compoſed of clay tempered 
with mortar, about two paces in breadth, and raiſed 
about ſix feet. In one of them is conveyed a ſtream of 
excellent water, 2s large as the body of a man, into the 
centre of the city, and it ſupplies all the inhabitants 
plentifully. The other is empty, that when it is neceſ- 
ſary to clean, or repair the former, the ſtream of water 
may be turned into it. As this conduit paſſes along two 
of the bridges, where there are breaches in the cauſeway), 
through which the ſalt water of the lake flows, it is 
conveyed over them in pipes as large as the body of an 
ox, then carried from the conduit to the remote quarters 
of the city in canoes, and ſold to the inhabitants, 
Relat. 8 Ramuſ. 241, A. 


NOTE - LIL. p. 289. 


| In the armory of the royal palace of Madrid, are 

ſhewn ſuits of armour, which are called Montezuma's. 
They are compoſed of thin lacquered copper-plates. In 

the opinion of very intelligent judges they are evidently. 
eaſtern. The forms of the filver ornaments upon them, 
repreſenting dragons, &c. may be conſidered as a con- 
firmation of this. They are infinitely ſuperior in point 
of workmanſhip to any effort of American art. The 
Spaniards probably received them from the Philippine 
iſlands. The only unqueſtionable ſpecimen of Mexican 
art that I know of in Great Britain, is a cup of very fine 
gold, which 1s ſaid to have belonged to Montezuma. It 
weighs 5 Oz. 12 dwt. Three drawings of it were ex- 
hibited to the Society of Antiquaries, June 10, 1765. A 
man's head is repreſented on this cup. On one fide the 
full face, on the other the profile, on the third the back 
parts of the head. The relievo is ſaid to have been pro- 
aduced by punching the inſide of the cup, ſo as to make the 

lepreſentation of a face on the outſide. The features are 
rude, but very tolerable, and certainly too rude for Spaniſh 
woikmanthip. This cup was purchaſed by Edward earl of 
| Orford, while he lay in the harbour of Cadiz with the 
leet under his command, and is now in the poſſeſſion 

| of his an. Lord Archer. T am indebted for 
this 


480 


line of its progreſs, v. ich much erudition and greater 


ed a rational and conſiſtent theory concerning the various 
modes of writing practiſed by nations, according to the 


of Moſes, iii. 69, &c. Some important obſervations 
have been added by the learned and intelligent author 


of the Traite de la F ormation Mechanique des Langues, 
tom. i. 295, &c. | 


not be improper to give ſome account of the means by 
work of art in America, and communicated to the Public. 


liſhed by Purchas, we are indebted to the attedtion of that 


World, and deſcribed one of its provinces, was a curious 


the Americans. On his death, they were purchaſed by 
Hakluyt, at that time chaplain of the Engliſh ambaſſador 


was publiſked by Dr. Francis Gemelli Carreri, in two 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


this information to my reſpectable and ingenious friend 
Mr. OI HE 


NOTE Lv. p. 290. 


Pur learned reader will perceive how much I have 


been indebted in this part of my work, to the guidance 


of the biſhop of Glouceſter, who has traced the ſuc- 


ceſſive ſteps by which the human mind advanced in this 


ingenuity. He is the firſt, as far as I know, who form- 


various degrees of their improvement. Div. Legation 


As the Mexican paintings are the moſt curious mo- 
numents extant of the earlieſt mode of writing, it will 


which they were preſerved from the general wreckof every 
For the moſt early and complete collection of theſe, pub- 


curious inquirer, Hakluyt. Don Antonio Mendoza, 
viceroy of New Spain, having deemed thoſe paintings 
a proper preſent for Charles V. the ſhip in which they 
were ſent to Spain, was taken by a French cruizer, and 
they came into the poſſeſſion of Thevet, the king's geo- 
grapher, who having travelled hinaſelf into the New 


obſerver of whatever tended to illuſtrate the manners of 


to the French court; and, being left by him to Purchas, 
were publiſhed at the deſire of the learned antiquary dir 
Henry Spelman. Purchas, iii. 1065. 


Tux ſecond ſpecimen of Mexican picture- writing 


copper plates. The firſt 1 is a map, or repreſentation of 
| the 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


the progreſs of the ancient Mexicans on their firſt arrival 
in the country, and of the various ſtations in which they 
ſettled, before they founded the capital of their empire 
in the lake of Mexico. 
Wheel, or Circle, repreſenting the manner in which 
they computed and marked their cycle of fifty-two years. 
The former was given to him by D. Chriſtoval de 


Guadalajora, in the city of Los Angelos; the latter he re- 


But 


ceived from Don Carlos de Siguenza y Gongorra. 
as it ſeems now to be a received opinion (founded I know 


not on what evidence) that Carreri was never out of 
Italy, and that his famous Giro del Mundo, is an account 


of a fictitious voyage, I have not mentioned theſe paint- 
ings in the text. 


| lowed to be ſo by Boturini, who was well qualified to 


determine whether they were genuine or ſuppoſititious. 


The ſtyle of painting in the former is conſiderably more 


perfect than any other ſpecimen of Mexican deſign ; but 
as the original 15 ſaid to have been much defaced by time, 


I ſuſpe&t that it has been improved by ſome touches from 
the hand of an European artiſt. 
p. 487. The chronological wheel; is a juſt delineation 
of the Mexican mode of computing time, as deſcribed 
by Acoſta, lib. vi. c. 2. It ſeems to reſemble one which 
that learned Jeſuit had ſeen; and if it be admitted as a 
genuine monument, it proves that the Mexicans had ar- 


tificial, or arbitrary characters, which repreſented ſe- 
Each month 1s there re- 


veral things beſides numbers. 


preſented by a ſymbol es of ſome work or rite pe- 
culiar to it. 


Tux third ſpecimen of Mexican painting was diſco- 
vered by another Italian. In 1736, Lorenzo Boturini 
Benaduci ſet out for New Spain, and was led by ſeveral 


incidents to ſtudy the language of the Mexicans, and to 


colle& the remains of their hiſtorical monuments. He 
perſiſted nine years in his reſearches, with the enthuſiaſm 
of a projector, and the patience of an antiquary. In 
1746, he publiſhed at Madrid, Idea de una Nueva Hiſ- 


toria General de la America Septentrional, containing an 


account of the reſult of his 1nquiries; and he added to it 


2 catalogue of his American Hiſtorical Muſeum, ar- 
| Fanged under thirty-ſix different heads. His idea of a 
3 = New 


The ſecond is a Chronological | 


1 hey have, however, manifeſtly the 
appearance of being Mexican productions, and are al- 


Carerc1, Churchil, iv. 
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paintings, tribute-rolls, calendars, & c. is amazing. Unfor- 


falling into the hands of ignorant captors. Boturini him- 


died in an hoſpital at Madrid. The hiſtory, of which 
the Idea, & c. was only a proſpectus, was never publiſhed, 
The remainder of his Muſeum ſeems to have been 
diſperſed. Some part of it came into the poſſeſſion of 
the preſent archbiſhop of Toledo, when he was pri- 
mate of New Spain, and he publiſhed from it that 


By order; of their Imperial Majeſties, I have ob- 
tained ſuch a ſpecimen of theſe as I defired, in eight 


the copies could hardly be diſtinguiſhed from the origi- 
nals. According to a note in this Codex Mexicanus, it 


Portugal to Pope Clement VII. who died A. D. 1533. 


Eiſenach, who preſented it to the emperor Leopold. 


a ſtyle very different from any of the former. An en- 


jectures concerning the meaning of this picture. Many 


_ Purchas, p. 1109 and 1113, and in Lorenzana, 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


New Hiſtory appears to me the work of a whimſical 


credulous man. But his catalogue of Mexican maps, 
tunately a ſhip, in which he had ſent a conſiderable part of 
them to Europe, was takenby an Engliſh privateer in the 
war before laſt ; and it is probable that they periſhed by 


ſelf incurred the diſpleaſure of the Spaniſh court, and 


Curious tribute-roll which I have mentioned. 
T1 HE only other collection of Mexican paintings, as 
far as I can learn, is in the Imperial Library at Vienna. 


paintings, made with ſuch fidelity, that I am informed 


appears to have been a preſent from Emanuel King of 


After paſſing through the hands of ſeveral illuſtrious | 
proprietors, it fell into thoſe of the cardinal of Saxe 


'Theſe paintings are manifeſtly Mexican, but they are in | 


graving has been made of one of them, in order to gra- 


tify ſuch of my readers as may deem this an object 


_ worthy of their attention. Were it an object of ſuf- oc 
ficient importance, it might be poſſible, with ſome at- to 
tention, by recourſe to the plates of Purchas, and the WW we 
archbiſhop of Toledo, as a key, to form plauſible con- II 


of the figures are manifeſtly ſimilar. A. A. are targets 
and darts, almoſt in the ſame form with thoſe publiſhed 
by Purchas, p. 1070, 1071, &c. B. B. are figures 
of temples, nearly reſembling thoſe which occur in 


Plate II. C. is a bale of mantles, or cotton cloths, 


the figure of which occurs in almoſt every plate of 
Purchas 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Purchas and Lorenzana. E. E. F. feem to be Mexican 
captains in their war dreſs, the fantaſtic ornaments of 
 whichreſemble the figures in Purchas, p. 1110, 1111, 
1113. I ſhould ſuppoſe this picture to be a tribute-roll, 
as their mode of noting numbers occurs frequently. 
D. D. D. &c. According to Boturini, the mode of 
computation by the number of knots, was known to the 
| Mexicans as well as to the Peruvians, p. 85; and the 


manner in which the number of units is repreſented in 


the Mexican paintings in my poſſeſſion, ſeems to confirm 
this opinion. They plainly reſemble a ſtring of knots on 
2 cord or rope. . | „„ 


NOTE LV. p. 291. 


Tur firſt was " allied; ths Prince of the deathful 5 


Lance; the ſecond, the Divider of Men ; the third, the 
Shedder of Blood ; the fourth, the Lord of the Dark- 


Houſe. Acoſta, Lib. vi. e. 48. 


NOTE LI. 2 97 


T HE Temple of Cholula, which was deemed more 
holy than any in New Spain, was likewiſe the moſt con- 
ſiderable. But it was nothing more than a mount of 
ſolid earth. According to Torquemada, it was above a 


quarter of a league in circuit at the baſe, and role to 


the height of forty fathoms. Mon. Ind. Lib. ili. c. 19. 


FROM inſpecting various figures of Temples, which 
occur in the paintings engraved by Purchas, there ſeems 
to be ſome reaſon for ſuſpecting that all their temples 


were conſtructed in the ſame manner. See vol. iii. p. 


1109, 1110, 1113. 


NOTE Ln. p. 298. 


N O'T only in T laſcala, and Tepeaca, but even in 
Mexico itſelf, the houſes of the people were mere huts 


built with turf, or mud, or the branches of trees. They 
were extremely low and flight, and without any furni- 
ture but a few earthen veſſels. Like the rudeſt Indians, 


ſevera) 


— 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ſeveral families reſided under the ſame roof, without 
having any ſeparate apartments. Herrera, Dec. ii. lib. 
VII. C. 13. lib: 1. C. 22. Dec. iv. lib. v. c. 17. Tor- 
quem, lib. iii. c. 23. 5 


NOTE LV. p 298. 


2 


| 1 AM nde by a perſon who reſided hong in New 


Spain, and viſited almoſt every province of it, that there 


15 not, in all the extent of that vaſt empire, any monu- 


ment, or veſtige of any building more ancient than the 
conqueſt, or of any bridge, or highway, except ſome 
remains of the cauſey from Guadaloupe to the gate of 
Mexico, by which Cortes entered the city. MS. penes 
| me. The author of another account in manuſcript ob- 
ſerves, © That at this day there does not remain even 
the ſmalleſt veſtige of the exiſtence of any antient Indian 
building, public or private, either in Mexico or in any 
province of New Spain. I have travelled, ſays he, 
through all the countries adjacent to them, viz. New 


Galicia, New Biſcay, New Mexico, Sonora, Cinaloa, 
the New Kingdom of Leon, and New Santandero, with-. 


out having obſerved any monument worth notice, ex- 
cept the ruins near an ancient village in the valley 4 
Caſas Grandes, in lat. N. 309. 46. longit. 2589. 24. from 
the Iſland of Teneriffe, or 460 leagues N. N. W. from 
Mexico. He deſcribes this minutely; and it appears to 
have been a paltry building of turf and ſtone, plaiſtered 
over with white earth or lime. A miſſionary informed 
that gentleman, that he had diſcovered the ruins ol 
another ſettlement ſimilar to the former, about a hun- 


dred leagues towards N. W. on the banks of the river 


St. Pedro. Ms. penes me. 


Taos teſlimonies 1 great credit from one cit 


cumſtance, that they were not given in ſupport of any par- 


ticular ſyſtem or theory, but as ſimple anſwers to que- 
ries which I had propoſed. It is probable, however, 
that when theſe gentlemen aſſert no ruins or monuments 
of any ancient work whatever are now to be diſcovered in 
the Mexican Empire, they meant that there were no 
fuch ruins or monuments, as conveyed any idea of gran- 


deut | 
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deur or magnificence, in the works of its ancient inha- 


bitants. For it appears from the teſtimony of ſeveral 


Spaniſh authors, that in Otumba, Tlaſcala, Cholula, 
&c. ſome. veſtiges of ancient buildings are till viſible. 
Villa Segnor Theatro Amer. p. 143, 308, 353. D. 
Fran. Ant. Lorenzana, formerly archbiſhop of Mexico, 
and now of Toledo, in his introduction to that edition 


of the Cartas de Relacion of Cortes, which he publiſhed 
at Mexico, mentions ſome ruins which are ſtill viſible in 


ſeveral of the towns, through which Cortes paſſed in 
his way to the capital, p. 4. &c. But neither of theſe 
authors give any deſcription of them, and they ſeem to 
be ſo very inconſiderable, as to ſhew only that ſome build- 


ings had once been there. The large mount of earth at 
Cholula, which the Spaniards dignified with the name 


of temple, ſtill remains, but without any ſteps by which 
to aſcend, or any facing of ſtone. It appears now like 


a natural mount, covered with graſs and ſhrubs, and 


poſſibly 1t was never any thing more. Torquem. lib. iii. 
c. 19. I have received a minute deſcription of the re- 
mains of a temple near Cuernavaca, on the road from 


Mexico to Acapulco. It is compoſed of large ſtones, 
fitted to each other as nicely as thoſe in the buildings of 


the Peruvians, which are hereafter mentioned. At the 


foundation it forms a ſquare of 25 yards; but as it riſes 


in height, it diminiſhes in extent, not gradually, but by 


being contracted ſuddenly at regular diſtances, ſo that it 


muſt have reſembled the figure B in the Plate. It ter- 
minated, it is ſaid, in a ſpire. | 


NOTE LIX. p. 303. 


T HE exaggeration of the Spaniſh Hiſtorians, with 
reſpect to the number of human victims ſacrificed in 
Mexico, appears to be very great. According to Go— 
mara, there was no year in which twenty thouſand hu- 
man victims were not offered to the Mexican Divinities, 
and in ſome years they amounted to fifty thouſand. 


Cron. c. 229. The ſkulls of thoſe unhappy perſons 
were ranged in order in a building erected for that pur- 


Poſe ; and two of Cortcs's officers, who had counted 
them, informed Gomara that their number was a hun- 
N 1 8 dred 
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dred and thirty ſix thouſand. Tbid. c. 82. Herrera's 
account is ſtill more incredible, that the number of vic- 
| tims was ſo great, that five thouſand have been ſacrificed 


in one day, nay, on _—_ occaſions, no leſs than twenty 
thouſand. Dec. 


thouſand children, excluſive of other victims, were 
ſlaughtered annually. Mon. Ind. hb. vi. c. 21. The 
moſt reſpectable authority in favour of ſuch high num- 


bers is that of Zumurraga, the firſt biſhop of Mexi- 
co, who, in a letier to the chapter general of his order, 


A. D. 1631, aſſerts that the Mexicans ſacrificed annu- 


ally twenty thouſand victims. Davila. Teatro Eccleſ. 126. 
In oppoſition to all theſe accounts, B. de las Caſas ob- 
ſerves, that if there had been ſuch an annual waſte of 
the human ſpecies, the country could never have arriv- 
ed at that degree of populouſneſs, for which it was re- 


markable when the Spaniards firſt landed there; and he 


poſitively aſſerts, that the Mexicans never ſacrificed 
more than fifty or a hundred perſons in a year. See his 
diſpute with Sepulveda, ſubjoined to his Breviſſima Re- 
lacion, p. 105. 


Cortes does not ſpecify what number 
of victims was ſacrificed annually, but B. Daz del Caſ- 


tillo relates, that an inquiry having been made, with re- 


ſpect to this, by the Franciſcan Monks, who were ſent 
into New Spain immediately after the conqueſt, it was 


found that about two thouſand five hundred were ſacri- | 
ficed every year in Mexico. C. 207. 


NOTE LX. p- 304. 


: Tr; 18 hardly neceſſary to obſerve, that the Peruvian 


Chronology is not only obſcure, but repugnant to con- 


cluſions deduced from the moſt accurate and extenſive 


obſervations, concerning the time that elapſes during 
each reign, in any given ſucceſſion of princes. The 


medium has been found not to exceed twenty years. 
According to Acoſta and Garcilaſſo de la Vega, Huana 
Capac, whe died about the year 1527, was the twelfth 
Inca. The duration of the Peruvian monarchy ought 
not to have been reckoned above two hundred and forty 
years; but they affirm that it had ſubſiſted four hundred 
years. Acoſta, lib. vi. c. 19. Vega, lib. i. c. 9. By 
this account, each reign is extended at a medium to 

| thirty 


. lib. ii. c. 16. Torquemada goes 
beyond both in eee for he aſſeris that twenty 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


thirty three years, inſtead of twenty, the number aſ— 
certained by Sir Iſaac Newton's obſervations ; but ſo 
imperfect were the Peruvian traditions, that though 
the total is boldly marked, the number of years in each 
reign 1s unknown. 


NO * D L. XI. p. 310. 
M ANY ofthe early Spaniſh writers aſſert, that the 


Peruvians offered human ſacrifices. Xerez. p. 190. Za- 
rate; lib. 1. e. 11. Acoſta, lib. v. c. 19. But Garci- 
laſſo de la Vega contends, that though this barbarous 
practice prevailed among their uncivilized anceſtors, it 
was totally aboliſhed by the Incas, and that no human 
victim was ever offered in any temple of the Sun, This 
aſtertion, and the plauſible reaſons with which he con- 
firms it, are ſufficient to refute the Spaniſh writers, 


whoſe accounts ſeem to be founded entirely upon re- 


| port, not upon what they themſelves had obſerved. 
ö Vega, lib. li. c. 4. In one of their feſtivals, the Peru— 


vians offered cakes of bread, moiſtened with blood 


drawn from the arms, the eye-brows, and noſes oft 
their children. Id. lib. vii. c. 6. This rite ſeems to 
| have been derived from their ancient practice. 


NOTE LXII. p. ziz. 
| Ty E Spaniards have adopted both thoſe cuſtoms ot 


the antient Peruvians. They have preſerved fome of 
the aqueducts or canals, made in the days of the Incas, 
and have made new ones, by which they water every 
feld that they cultivate. Ulloa Voyage, tom. i. 422, 
47). They likewiſe continue to uſe guans, or the dung 
of ſea-fowls, as manure. Uiloa gives a deſcription of 
ihe almoſt incredible quantity of it in | the mall | 10ands 


near the coaſt. Ibid. 481. 


NO TE EXIII. p. 217. 
1E temple of Cayambo, the palace of the Inca at 


Callo in the plain of Lacatunga, and that of Atun— 
Mannar, are deſcribed by Ulloa, rom. i. 256, & c. who 
nipeQted them with great care. M. de Condamine pub- 
ned a curious memoir concerning the ruins of Ou 
pannar, Mem. de l' Academie de Berlin, A, D. 1 

Vo. II. 5 p. 42 4 
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uſual ſtile, gives pompous and confuſed deſcriptions of 
lib. vi. c. 4. Don- 
concerning Peru, which has not hitherto been publiſhed, 
communicates ſome information with reſpect to ſeveral 
culo xx. Ulloa deſcribes ſome of the antient Peruvian 
tent and foliditv. Tom. i. 391. Three circumſtances 


which the Peruvians employed in ſome of their build. 


eighteen broad, and fix in thickneſs ; and yet, he adds 
that in the fortreſs at Cuzco, there were ſtones cduk- 


ruvians could move theſe, and raiſe them to the height 
even of twelve feet. The ſecond circumſtance is, the 


carpentry. The Peruvians could not mortize two beam; 


ample ſtructures which they raiſed. 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


p. 435. Acoſta deſcribes the ruins of Cuzco, which 
he had examined. Lib. vi. c. 14. Garcilaſſo, in his 


ſeveral temples, and other public edifices. Lib. iii. c. i. 21. 
Zapata, in a large treatiſe 


monuments of the antient Peruvians, which have not 
been mentioned by other authors. MS. penes me, Arti- 


fortifications, which were likewiſe works of great ex- 
ſtruck all thoſe obſervers: the vaſt ſize of the ſtones 


ings. Acoſta meaſured one, which was thirty feet long, 
derably larger. It is difficult to conceive how the Pe— 


imperiection of the Peruvian art, when applied to work- 
ing in timber. By the patience and perſeverance natural | 
to Americans, ſtones may be formed into any ſhape, 
merely by rubbing one againſt another, or by the uſe 
of haickets or other inſtruments made of ſtone ; but 
with ſuch rude tools, little progreſs can be made in | 


together, or give any degree of union, or ſtability to 

any work compoſed of timber. As they could not 
form a centre, they were totally unacquainted with the 
uſe of arches in building; ; nor can the Spaniſh authors 
conceive how they were able to frame a root tor thole 


THE third as is a ſtriking proof, Which 
all the monuments of the Peruvians furniſh, of their 
want of ingenuity and invention, accompanied with 
patience no leis aſtoniſhing. None of the ſtones em— 
ployed in thoſe works were formed into any particu- 
lar or uniform ſhape, that might render them i 
for building. The Indians took them 25 they fell 
from the mountains, or were raiſed out of the quar- 

rics. 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ries. Somme were ſquare, ſome triangular, ſome convex, 
ſome concave. 'Their art and induſtry were employed in 
joining them together, by forming ſuch hollows in the 
one, as perfectly correſponded to the projections or ri- 
ſings in the other. This tedious operation, which might 
have been ſo eaſily abridged, by adapting the ſurface of 
the ſtones to each other, either by rubbing, or by their 
hatchets of copper, would be deemed incredible, if it 
were not put be; ond doubt hy inſpecting the remains of 
thoſe buildings. It gives them a very ſingular appearance 
to an European eye. There is no regular layer or ſtra- 


tum of building, and no one ſtone reſembles another in 
dimenſions or form. At the ſame time, by the perſe- 
vering, but ill-directed incuſtry of the Indians, all are 
joined with that minute nicety which I have mentioned. 
Ulloa made this obſervation concerning the form of the 


ſtones in the fortreſs of Atun-Cannar. Voy. i. p. 387. 


| Pineto gives a ſimilar deſcription of the fortreſs of 
| Cuzco, the moſt perfect of-all the Peruvian works. Za- 
| pata MS. penes me. According to M. de Condamine, 
| there were regular ſtrata of building i in ſome parts of 
| Atun-Cannar, which he remarks as ſingular, and proof of 
| ſome progreſs | in improvement. 


NOTE LXIV. p. 520. 


| Tn E appearance of thoſe bridges, which bend with 


their own weight, wave with the wind, and are conſi— 


73 


tes along them, is very frightful at firſt. But the Spa- 
nards have found them to be the eaſieſt mode of paſſing 
[the torrents of Peru, over which it would be diffic1 uit 


o throw more ſolid ſtructures either of ſtone or timber. 

'" Whey form thoſe hanging bridges ſo ſtrong and broad, 

ih that loaded mules pais along them. All the trade of 

1" cuꝛzco is carried on by means of ach. bridge over the 

| biver Apurimac. Ulioa, tom. i. 358. A more ſimple 
1 


Contrivance was employed in paſting ſmaller ſtreams: a 
halte, in which the traveller was 3 being ſuſ⸗- 
2; irom a ſtrong rope ſtretched acrots the ſtreum, 
{ was puſhed or drawn from one tide to the other. Ibid. 


11 2 NOTE 


e cerably agitated by the motion of every perſon who pal- 
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Madrid; but I have obtained one which has enabled me 
to communicate theſe curious facts to the public. Ac- 
cording to this account, there was found in the mine 
FTecorato, in Cinaloa, a grain of gold of twenty-two ca- 


_ ochavas ; this was ſent to Spain as a preſent fit for the 
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NOTE LN. p. 329. 


M. Y inſo mation with reſpect to thoſe events is taken 
trom Noticia breve de la expedicion militar de Sonora y 
| Cinaloa, ſu exito feliz, y vantojoſo eſtado, en que por 

conſecuencia de ello, fe han pueſto ambas provincias, 


publiſhed at Mexico, June 17th, 1771, in order to ſa- 


tisfy the curioſity of the merchants, who had furniſhed 


the viceroy with money tor defraying the expence of the 
armament. The copies of this Netzcia are very rare in 


rats, which weighed ſixteen marks four ounces four 


king, and 1s now depoſited in the e royal cabinet at Madrid, 
NOTPF LXVI. p. 329. 


Tur uncertainty of geographers with reſpeR to thi 
point is remarkable; for Cortes ſeems to have ſurveyed 
its coaſts with great accuracy. 'The archbiſhop of To- 
ledo has publiſhed, from the original, in the poſſefion 
of the Marquis del Valle, the deſcendant of Cortes, 1 
map drawn in 1541, by the pilot Domingo Caſtilo, 
in which California is laid down as a peninſula, ftretch- 
ing out nearly in the ſame direction which is now givel 
to it in the beſt maps; and the point where Rio C0 
lorado enters the gulf 1s marked With preciſion. Hit. 
de Nenn Elpagna, 327. 


NOTE L* VII. p. 332. 


Il AM indebted for this fact to M. L'Abbe Raynil | 
tom. iii. 103; and upon conſulting an intelligent pe 
ſon, Who having been long ſettled on the Mofqui 


ſhore, has been engaged in the logwood trade, 70 
th 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
that ingenious author has been well informed. 'The 
logwood cut near the town of St. Francis of Campeachy, 


is of much better quality than that on the other fide of 


Yucatan, and the Engliſh trade 1 in the Bay of Llondu- 
ras is almoſt at an end. | 


NOTE LXVIIl. p. 348. 


P. Torribio de Benevente, or Motolinea, has enu- 


merated ten cauſes of the rapid depopulation of Mexi- 
co, to which he gives the name of the ten plagues. 


Many of theſe are not peculiar to that province. 1. The 


introduction of the ſmall-pox. This diſeaſe was firſt 


brought into New Spain in the year 1520, by a negroe 


ſlave, who attended Narvaez. Torribio affirms, that 
one half of the people, in the provinces viſited with 
WW this diſtemper, died. To this mortality occaſioned by 

| the ſmall pox, Torquemada adds the deſtructive effects 


of two contagious diſtempers which raged in the years 


above two millions periſhed, according to an exact 
account taken bv order of the viceroys. Mon, Ind. i. 
642. The ſmall- -pox were not introduced into Peru 
for ſeveral years after the invaſion of the Spaniards, but 
proved very fatal to the natives. Garcia Origen, p. 


5, "WW tamine in their war with the Spaniards, particularly 


My þ during the ſiege of Mexico. 3. The great famine that 


ache followed after the reduction of Mexico, as all the 

110" people engaged, either on one ſide or other, had ne- 

2 | glected the cultivation of their lands. Something ſimilar 
it 


| to this happened in all the other countries conquered by 
| the Spaniards. 4. The grievous taſks impoſed by the 


| timientos, 5. The oppreſſive burden of taxes, which 


hope for no exemption. 6. The numbers employed in 
collecting the gold, carried down by the torrents from the 
| mountains, who were forced from their own habitations, 
without any proviſion made for their ſubſiſtence, and 
ſubjected to all the rigour of cold in thoſe elevated re- 
bon. 7. The immenſe labour of rebuilding Mexico, 


Which 


1545 and 1576. In the former 800,000, in the latter 


Mog ; 88. 2, The numbers who were killed, or died of 


| Spaniards upon the people belonging to the Repar- 


| they were unable to pay, and from which they could 
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which Cortes urged on with ſuch precipitate ardour, as 
deſtroyed an incredible number of people. 8. The 
number of people condemned to ſervitude, under vari- 
ous pretexts, and employed in working the ſilver 
mines. Ihe ſe, marked by each proprietor with a hot 
iron, like his cattle, were driven in herds to the moun- 
tains. 9. The nature of the labour to which they were 
ſubjected there, the noxious vapours of the mines, 


the coldneſs of the climate, and ſcarcity of food 


were ſo fatal, that Torribio affirms, the country round 
ſeveral of thoſe mines, particularly near Guaxago, 
was covered with dead bodies, the air corrupted 
with their ſtench, and ſo many vultures, and other 
voracious birds, hovered about for their prey, that the 


ſun was darkened with their flight. 10. The Spani- 


ards, in the different expeditions which they undertook, 
and by the civil wars which they carried on, deſtroyed 


many of the natives, whom they compelled to ſerve 


them as Tamemes or carriers of - burdens. This laft 


mode of oppreſſion was particularly ruinous to the 
Peruvians. From the number of Indians who periſhed 
in Gonzalo Pizarro's expedition into the countries to 


the eaſt of the Andes, one may form ſome idea of 
what they ſuffered, and how faſt they waſted, Tor- 
ribio, MS, Corita, in his Breve y Summaria Relacion, 
Uluſtrates and confirms ſeveral of Torribio's obfervaticn:, 
to which he refers. MIS. penes me. 


NO TE ENR. p, 348, 


Ev EN Rlonteſquieu has . this idea, lib. vin, 


c. 18, But the paſſion of that great man for ſyſtem, 
ſometimes rendered him inattentive to reſearch ; an 
from his capacity to refine, he was apt, in ſome inſtanccs 


to overlook obvious and juſt cauſes, 


NOTE EXX:” p. 0 


A Strong proof of this occurs in the teſtamcnt 01 


Isabella, = Bu the diſcovers the moſt tender concein 


ior the humane and mild uſage of the Indians. 'T hoe 
laude ble ſentiments ot the qucen have keen adopted 
inte 
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| 

| 1 
into the public law of Spain, and ſerve as the intro— || 

duction to the regulations contained under the title of. WE 
the good treatment of the Indians. Recopil. lib. vi. tit. x. | 

N O T E LXXI. pP. 381. 1 | 

1 


IN. the 2 Title of the firſt book of yu Retepi- 


lacion, which contains the laws concerning the powers 1 


and functions of archbiſhops and biſhops, almoſt a 1 


third part of them relates to what is incumbent upon 
them, as guardians of the Indians, and points out the 
various methods in which it is their duty to interpoſe, 


in order to defend them from oppreſſion, either with Wii: 


reſpect to their perſon or property. Not only do the 
laws commit to them this honourable and humane office, 
but they actually exerciſe i it. 

INNUMERABLE proofs of this might be produced. 
from Spaniſh authors. But I rather refer to Gage, as 
he was not diſpoſed to aſcribe any merit to the popiſh © 


who reſided five years in New Spain, previous to the year l 
1572, gives the ſame fav ourable account of the po /piſh 


not only biſhops, but other eccleſiaſtics, are impowered 

to inform and admoniſh the civil maziitiates, if any Indian 

is deprived of his juſt liberty and rights. Recopilac. lib. 

vi. tit. vi. ley. 14; and thus were conſtituted legal pro- 

tectors of the Indians. Some of the Spauiſh eccleſi- 

\ W 2fiics refuſed to grant abfojution to ſuch of their coun- 
.. WH. trymen as poſſeſſed Encomiendas, and conſidered the 
| indians as flaves, or employed them in working their 
mines. Gonz, DavYl, Flatro. Eccleſ. i. 154: 


ciergy, to which they were not fully entitled. Survey, p. A 2 
142, 192, &C. Henry Hawks, an Engliſh merchant, 1 


clergy. Hakluyt, iii. 466. By a law of Charles V. 9 0 
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NOTE LXXI. p. 351. 


Ac CORDING to Gage, Chiapa dos 10405 con- 


tains 4000 families, and he mentions it only as one of 
the largeſt Indian towns in AUNETICA. P. 104. 


NOTE LXXIIL p. 351. 


Ir ; 1s very difficult to obtain an accurate account of 
the ſtate of population 1 in thoſe kingdoms of Europe 


where the police is moſt perfect, and where ſcience 
has made the greateſt progreſs. In Spaniſh America, 


where knowledge 1s ſtill in its infancy, and few men 


have leiſure to engage in reſearches merely ſpeculative, 
little attenzion has been paid to this curious inquiry. 


But in the year 1741, Philip V. enjoined the viceroys 
and governors of the ſeveral provinces in America, 10 


make an actual ſurvey of the people under their juriſ- 


diQtion, and to tranſmit a report concerning their num- 
ber and occupations. In conſequence of this order, 
the Conde de Fuen-Clara, viceroy of New Spain, ap- 
pointed D. Joſ. Antonio de Villa-Segnor y Sanchez, 


to execute that commiſſion in New Spain. From the 


reports of the magiſtrates in the ſeveral diſtricts, as 
well as from his own obſervations, and long acquaint- 
ance with moſt of the provinces, Villa Segnor pub- 
liſhed the reſult of his 1 inquiries in his Theatro Ameri- 
cano. His report, however, is imperfect. Of the nine 


dioceſes, into which the Mexican empire has been 


divided, he has publiſhed an account only of five, viz. 
the archbiſhopric of Mexico, the biſhoprics of Los 
Angeles, Mechoacan, Oaxaca, and Nova Galicia. 
The biſhoprics of Yucutan, Verapaz, Chiapa, and 
Guatimala, are entirely omitted, though the two latter 
comprehend countries, in which the Indian race is 
more numerous than in any part of New Spain. In 
his ſurvey of the extenſive dioceſe of Now. Galicia, 
the ſituation of the different Indian villages is deſcrib- 
ed ; but he ſpecifies the number of people only in 2 
ſmall part of it. The Indians of that vaſt province, 
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in which the Spaniſh dominion is imperfectly eſtabliſhed, 


are not regiſtered with the fame accuracy as in other 


parts of New Spain. According to Villa Segnor, the 


actual ſtate of population in the five dioceſes above men- 
tioned is, of Spaniards, Negroes, mulattoes, and meſti- 
208, in the dioceſes ot 


| | Families. 
Mexico 1 = 105,202 
Los Angeles Tn 30,600 
Mechoacan — 30,840 
Oaxaca pw 5 5 77296 
Nova Galicia - — — 16,770 
190, 708 
At the rate of five to a family, the total}. : 
number is i 9559542 
Indian families in the dioceſe of. 
Mexico „ „ 
Los Angeles 88,240 
Mechoacan— — 35.196 
Oaxaca — — 8 &22 
Nova Galicia += 2 6,222 
294,391 


Ar the rate of five to a family, the total number is 


„471,955 We may rely with greater certainty on this 
computation of the number of Indians, as it is taken from 


the Matricula, or regiſter, according to which the tri- 


bute paid by them is collected. A four dioceſes of 
nine are totally omitted, and in that of Nova Galicia 


the numbers are imperfectly recorded, we may conclude, 


that the number of Indians in the Mexican Ampire ex- 
ceeds two millions. 


Tarr account of the number of Spaniards, &c. 
ſeems not to be equally complete, Of many places, 
Villa Segnor obſerves in general terms, that ſeveral 
Spaniards, negroes, and people of a mixed race, 


refide 
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reſide there, without ſpecifying their number. If, there- 


fore, we make allowance for theſe, and all who reſide in 
the four dioceſes omitted, the number of Spaniards, and 
of thoſe of a mixed race, may probably amount to a mil- 
Hon and a half. in ſome places, Villa Segnor diſtinguiſh- - 


es between Spaniards and the three inferior races of ne- 


groes, Mulattos, and Meſtizos, and marks their num 


bers ſeparately. But he generally blends them together. 
But from the proportion obſervable in thoſe places, where 


the number of each is marked, as well as from the account 


of the ſtate of population in New Spain by other authors, 


it is manifeſt that the number of negroes and perſons of 


a mixed race far exceeds that of the Spaniards: Perhaps 


the latter ought not to be reckoned above 500,000 to a 


million of the former. 


Dertctivi as this account may be, I have not been 
able to procure ſuch intelligence concerning the number 
of people in Peru, as might enable me to form any con- 
jecture equally ſatisfying with reſpect to the degree of 


its population. I have been informed, that in the year 


1751, the protector of the Indians in the vice- royalty of | 


Peru computed that 612,780 paid tribute to the king. 
As all females, and perſons under age, are exempted 
from this tax in Peru, the total number of Indians ought, 


by that acrount, to be 24499120, MS. penes me. 


I SHALL mention 3 mode, by which one may 
compute, or at leaſt form a guets concerning the ſtate of 
population in New Spain and Peru. According to an 


account which [ have reaſon to conſider as accurate, the 
number of copies of the bull of Cruzada, exported to 
Peru on each new publication, is 1,171,953; to New 


Spain 2,649,326. I am informed, that but few Indi- 
ans purchaſe bulls, and that they are fold chiefly to the 
Spaniſh Inhabitants, and thoſe of mixed race; ſo that 
the number of Spaniards, and people of a mixed race, 
will amount, by this mode of computation, at leaſt 


id three millions. 


THE 


_— „ - -- 
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Tux number of inhabitants in many of the towns in 
Spaniſh America, may give us ſome idea of the extent 
of population, and correct the inaccurate, but popular 
notion entertained in Great Britain, concerning the weak 


and delolate ſtate of their colonies. The city of Mexico 


contains at leaſt 150,000.people. Los Angeles contains 


above 60,000 Spaniards, and people of a mixed race. 
Villa Segnor, p. 247. Guadalaxara contains above 
30,000, excluſive of Indians. Ib. 11. 206. Lima con- 
| tains 54,000. D. Coſme Bueno Deſcr. de Peru, 1764. 


Carthagena contains 25,000. Potoſi contains 25,000. 


Bueno, 1767. Popayan contains above 20,000. Ul- 
loa, 1. 287. [Towns of a ſecond claſs are ſtill more nu- 
merous. The cities in the moſt thriving ſettlements of 


other European nations in America cannot be compared 
with cheſe. N | 


'TrrsE are {uch detached accounts of the number of 
people in ſeveral towns, as I found ſcattered in authors 
whom I thought worthy of credit. But I have obtained 
an enumeration of the inhabitants of the towns in the 


province of Quito, on the accuracy of which I can rely; 


and I communicate it to the Public, both,to gratify cu- 


riofity, and to rectify the miſtaken notion which I have 
mentioned. St. Franciſco de Quito contains between 
50 and 60,009 people of all the different races. Beſides 


the city, there are in the Corregimiento 29 curacies eſta- 


bliſhed in the principal villages, each of which has ſmall- 


er hamlets depending upon it. The inhabitants of theſe 


are moſtly Indians and Meſtizos. St. Juan de Paſto has 
between 6 and 8000 inhabitants, beſides 27 dependent 
villages. St. Miguel de Ibarra 7000 citizens, and ten 
villages. The diſtrict of Havala between 18 and 20,000 


people. The diſtrict of Tacunna between 10 and 12,000. 
The diſtrict of Ambato between 8 and 10,000, beſides 
16 depending villages. The city of Riobamba between 


16 and 20,000 inhabitants, and 9 depending vil- 


lages, The diſtrict of Chimbo between 6 and 8000. 


The city of Guaquil from 16 to 20,000 inhabi- 
tants, and 14 depending villages. The diſtrict of 
Atuaſi between 5 and 6000, and 4 depending vil- 
lages. The city of Cuenza between 25 and 30,000 
- | inhabitants, 
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inhabitants, and 9 populous depending villages. 'The 
town of Laxa from 8 to 10,000 inhabitants, and 14 de- 
pending villages. This degree of population, though 
ſlender, if we conſider the vaſt extent of the country, is 
far beyond what is commonly ſuppoſed. I have omitted 
to mention, in its proper place, that Quito is the only 
province in Spaniſh America that can be denominated a 
manufacturing country; hats, cotton ſtuffs, and coarſe 
woollen cloths, are made there in ſuch quantities, as to 
be ſufficient not only for the conſumption of the province, 


but to furniſh a conſiderable article for exportation into 


other parts of Spaniſh America. I know not whether 
the uncommon induſtry of this province ſhould be confi- 
dered as the cauſe or effect of its populouſneſs. But 
among the oſtentatious inhabitants of the New World, 
the paſſion for every thing that comes from Europe is fo 
violent, that I am told the manufactures of Quito are ſo 
much undervalued, as to be on the decline. 


NOTE LXXIV. p. 356. 


T., ES E. are eſtabliſhed at the following places : St. 


Domingo in the iſland of Hiſpaniola, Mexico in New 
Spain, Lima in Peru, Panama in Tierra Firme, Santi- 
ago in Guatimala, Guadalaxara in New Galicia, Santo 
Fe in the New Kingdom of Granada, La Plata in the 
country of Los Charcas, St. Franciſco de Quito, St. Ja- 
go de Chili, Buenos Ayres. To each of theſe are ſub- 


jected ſeveral large provinces, and ſome ſo far removed 


from the cities where the courts are fixed, that they can 


derive little benefit from their uriſdiQion, The Spa- 


niſh writers commonly reckon up twelve courts of Au- 


dience; but they include that of Manila in the Philip- 


pine Iſlands. 


NOTE 
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NOTE xxx p. 362. 


Ox account of the Allende of Peru and Chili from | 


Spain, and the difficulty of carrying commodities of ſuch 


bulk as wine and oil acroſs the iſthmus of Panama, the 
Spaniards in thoſe provinces have been permitted to plant 
vines and olives. But they are ſtricly prohibited from 
exporting wine or oil to Panama, Guatimala, or any 
province in ſuch a ſituation as to receive it trom Spain. 
Recop. lib. vi. tit. xviii. l. 1 18. 


NO 15 LXXVL. | v. 363: 


Tuts computation was made by e A. D. 
15 50, fifty-eight years after the diſcovery of America. 


Hiſt. Novi Orbis, lib. iii. c. 21. But as Benzoni wrote 


with the ſpirit of a malcontent, diſpoſed to detract from 
the Spaniards in every particular, it is poſſible that his 
calculation may be too low. 


NOT E LXXVII. p. a 

My information, with reſpect to the diviſion 5 
tranſmiſſion of property in the Spanith colonies, is im- 
perfect. The Spaniſh authors do not explain this fully, 
and have not perhaps attended ſufficiently to the effects of 
their own inſtitutions and laws. Solorzano de jure Ind. 
vol. ii. lib. ii. l. 16. explains in ſome meaſure the intro- 
duction of the tenure of Mayoraſgo, and mentions 
ſome of its effects. Villa Segnor takes notice of a ſin- 
gular conſequence of it. He "obſerves, that in ſome of 


the beſt ſituations in the city of Mexico, a good deal 
of ground is unoccupied, or covered only with the ruins 


of the houſes once erected upon it; and adds, that as 
this ground 1s held by right of Mayaraſes, and cannot be 
alienated, that deſolation and thoſe ruins become per- 
petual. Theatr. Amer. vol. 1. p. 34. 


NOTE 
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native Spaniards. 
produced by the author laſt quoted. 
covery of America to the year 1637, three hundred 
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NOTE LXXVIIL p. 366. 


Turgr is no law that excludes Creoles from of- 
On the contrary, there 
are many Cedulas which recommend the conferring places 
of truſt indiſcriminately on the natives of Spain and 


fices either civil or eccleſiaſtic. 


America. Betancurt y Figueroa Derecho, &c. p. 5, 6 
But notwithſtanding ſuch repeated e KAY 
preferment 1 in almoſt every different line is conferred on 


From the diſ- 
and ſixty- nine biſhops, or archbiſhops, had been ap- 


pointed to the different dioceſes in that country, and 


of all that number only twelve were e p. 40. 


NOTE LXXIX. p. 371. 


| Mo DE RAT FE as this tribute may appear, ſuch 


is the extreme poverty of the Indians, in many pro- 
vinces of America, that the exacting of it is intoler- 
ably oppreſſive. Pegna Itiner. par Parochos de Indios, 
P. 192. 


NOTE LXXX. p. 372. 


In New Spain, on account of the extraordinary 


merit and ſervices of the firſt conquerors, as well as the 
{mall revenue ariſing from the country previous to the 
diſcovery of the mines of Sacatecas, the encomiendas 


were granted for three, and ſometimes for four lives. 


Recopil. lib. vi. tit. li. c. 14, FC. 


A remarkable proof of this is 


— — 22 — 14 
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NOTE LXXXI. p. 373. 


D Ant. Ulloa contends, that working in the mines 
is not noxious, and as a proof of this informs us, that 
many Meſlizos and Indians, who do not belong to any 
Repartimiento, voluntarily hire themſelves as miners ; 
and ſeveral of the Indians, when the legal term of their 

ſervice expires, continue to work in the mines of 


choice. Entreten. p. 265. But his opinion concern- 


ing the wholeſomeneſs of this occupation is contrary 


to the experience of all ages; and wherever men are 
allured by high wages, they will engage in any ſpecies 


of labour, however tatiguing or pernicious it may be. 
D. Hern. Carillo Altemirano relates a curious fact in- 
compatible with this opinion. Wherever mines are 
wrought, ſays he, the number of Indians decreaſes; 
but in the province of Campeachy, where there are 
no mines, the number of Indians has increaſed more 
than a third ſince the conqueit of America, though 
neither the ſoil nor climate be ſo favourable as in Peru 
or Mexico. Colbert. Collett. In another memorial 
preſented to Philip III. in the year 1609, Captain Juan 


Gonzalez de Azevedo aſſerts, that in every diftrict of 


Peru, where the Indians are compelled to labour in 
the mines, their numbers were reduced to the hali, 
and in ſome places to the third of what it was under 


the vice-roy alty of Don Fran. Toledo in 1 581. Colb. 
Collect. 


NOTE LXXXII. p. 373. 


Ks labour of this kind cannot be preſcribed with 
legal accuracy, the taſks ſeem to be in a great meaſure 
arbitrary, and like the ſervices exadted by feudal ſupe- 
riors, in vinea, prato aut meſſe, from their vaſſals, are 
extremely burdenſome, and often wantonly opprefive. 
| Pegna ltincr. par Parochos de Indios. 
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NOTE LXXXII. p. 373. 


The turn of ſervice known in Peru by the name 


of Mita, is called Tanda in New Spain. There it con- 
tinues no longer than a week at a time. No perſon is 
called to ſerve at a greater diſtance from his habitation 
than 24 miles. This arrangement is leſs oppreſſive to 


the Indians than that eſtabliſhed in Peru. Memorial of 


Hern. Carillo Altamirano. Colbert. Collect. 


NOTE LXXXIV. p. 375. 


; 2 ſtrongeſt. proof of this may be deduced from 


the laws themſelves. By the multitude and variety of 


regulations to prevent abuſes, we may form an idea of 
their number. Though the laws have, wiſely, pro- 


vided that no Indian ſhall be obliged to ſerve in any mine 
at a greater diſtance from his place of reſidence than 
thirty miles, we are informed in a memorial of D. Her- 


nan Carillo Altimirano, preſented to the king, that the 
Indians of Peru are often compelled to ſerve in mines 


at a diſtance of a hundred, a hundred and fifty, and 
even two hundred leagues trom their habitation. Col- 
bert Collett. Many mines are ſituated in parts of the 
country, ſo barren and ſo diftant from the ordinary 
habitations of the Indians, that the neceſſity of pro- 


curing labourers to work there, has obliged the Spaniſh 


monarchs to diſpenſe with their own regulations in ſe- 


veral inſtances, and to permit the vice-roys to compel. 
the people of more remote provinces to reſort to thoſe 
mines. Eſcalona Gazophyl. Perub. lib. i. c. 16. But 


in juſtice to them it ſhould be obſerved, that they have 
been ſtudious to alleviate this oppreſſion as much as poſſi- 
ble, by enjoining the viceroys to employ every method, 

in order to induce the Indians to ſettle in ſome part of 
the country adjacent to the mines. Id. ibid. 


NOTHLI 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


N © E LXXXV. p. 379. 


Tort RQUEMAD A, acer: a long enumeration, which 


has the appearance of accuracy, concludes the number 


of monaſteries in New Spain to be four hundred. Mon. 


Ind. lib. xix. c. 32. The number of monaſteries in the 
city of Mexico alone was, in the year 1745, fifty- 


five. Villa-Segnor. Theat. Amer. i. 34. Ulloa reckons 


up forty convents in Lima; and mentioning thoſe for 


Duns, he ſays, that a ſmall town might be peopled out 


of them, the number of perſons ſhut up there is ſo 
great. Voy. i. 429. Philip III. in a letter to the 


viceroy of Peru, A. D. 1620, obſerves, that the number 
of convents in Lima was ſo great, that they covered 
more ground than all the reſt of the city. Solorz. lib. 

ii, C. 2 3. n. 57. Lib. fi. C. 16. Torquem. lib, Xv. 

b. 3 The firſt nicnallery. in New Spain was founded, 

A. D. 1525, four years only after the TOP Torq. 
lib. xv. C. 16. 


Accorpixs to Gil Sa Davila, the complete 
eſtabliſhment of the American church in all the Spaniſh 
ſettlements was, in the year 1649, 1 patriarch, 6 arch- 
biſhops, 32 biſhops, 246 prebendaries, 2 abbots, 5 royal 
chaplains, 840 convents. Teatro, Eccleſiaſtico de las 


| Ind. Occident. vol. i. Pref, When the order of Jeſuits 
was expelled from all the Spaniſh dominions, the col- 
| leges, profe ſjed houſes, and refidencies, which it polſeſſed 
uin the province of New Spain, were thirty, in Quito 
fixteen, in the New Kingdom of Granada thirteen, in 
Peru ſeventeen, in Chili eighteen, in Paraguay eighteen, | 
o all a hundred and twelve. Colleccion General de 


Providencias haſta acqui tomadas ſobre eſtranamento, 


Kc. de la Compagnia, part 1. p. 19. The number of 
jeſuits, prieſts and novices in all theſe amounted to 
2245. MS.  penes me. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


In the year 1644, the city of Mexico preſented a 
petition to the king, praying that no new monaſter 

might be founded, and that the revenues of thoſe al- 
ready eſtabliſhed might be circumſcribed, otherwiſe the 
religious houſes would ſoon acquire the property of the 
whole country. They requeſt likewiſe that the biſhops 
might be laid under reſtrictions in conferring holy orders, 
as there were at that time in New Spain above fix 
thouſand clergymen without any living. Ib. p. 16. 
They muſt have been enormous abuſes indeed, when the 


ſuperſtition of American Spaniards was ſhocked, ang 


induced to remonfſtrate againſt them. 


NOTE LXXXVI. p. 382. 


Ty 18 deſcription of the manners of the Spaniſl: 


clergy, I ſhould not have ventured to give, upon the 
teſtimony of proteſtant authors alone, as they may be 
ſuſpe ed of prejudice or exaggeration. Gage, in par- 
ticular, who had a better opportunity than any proteſtant, 
to view the inter1or ſtate of Spaniſh America ; deſcribes 
the corruption of the church, which he had forſaken, 
with ſo much of the acrimony of a new convert, that 
{ ſhould have diſtruſted his evidence, though it commu- 
nicates ſome very curious and ſtriking facts. But Ben- 


zoni mentions the profligacy of eccleſiaſtics in America 


at a very early period after their ſettlement there. 
Hiſt. lib. ii. c. 19, 20. M. Frezier, an intelligent ob- 
| ſerver, and zealous for his own religion, paints the dif- 
lolute manners of the Spaniſh eccleſiaſtics in Peru, par- 


ticularly the regulars, in ſtronger colours than I have 
employed. Voy. p. 51.215, &c. M. Gentil confirms 


this account. Voy. 1. 34. Correal concurs with both, 


and adds many remarkable circumitances. Voy. i. 61. 


155. 161. I have good reaſon to believe, that the 


manners of the regular clergy, particularly in Peru, are 


ſtill extremely indecent. Acoſta himſelf acknowledges, 
that great corruption of manners had been the conle- 
quence of permitting monks to forſake the retirement 


and 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


and diſcipline of the cloiſter, and to mingle again with 
the world, by undertaking the charge of the Indian pa- 


riſhes. Be procur. Ind. Salute, lib. iv. c. 12, &c. 


He mentions particularly thoſe vices, of which ] have 


taken notice, and conſiders the temptations to them as 


ſo formidable, that he leans to the opinion of thoſe who 
hold that the regular clergy ſhould not be employed as 
pariſh prieſts. Lib. v. c. 20. Even the advocates for 
the regulars admit, that many and great enormities 


abounded among the monks of different orders, when 


ſet free from the reſtraint of monaſtic diſcipline ; and 


from the tone of their defence, one may conclude that 


the charge brought againſt them was not deſtitute of 


truth. In the French colonies, the ſtate of the regular 
clergy is nearly the ſame as in the Spaniſh ſettlements, 


and the ſame conſequences have followed. M. Bict, 


ſuperior of the ſecular prieſts in Cayenne, inquires, 


with no leſs piety than candour, into the cauſes of this 
corruption, and imputes it chiefly to the exemption of 


regulars from the juriſdiction and cenſures of their dio- 


ceſans; to the temptations to which they are expoſed ; 


and to their engaging in commerce. Voy. p. 320. It is 


remarkable, that all the authors, who cenſure he licen- 
tiouſneſs of the Spaniſh regulars with greateſt ſeverity, 
concur in vindicating the conduct of the Jeſuits. Formed 
under a. diſcipline more perfect than that of the other 


monaſtic orders, or animated by that concern for the 
honour of the ſociety, which takes ſuch full poſſeſſion | 


of every member, the Jeſuits, both in Mexico and Peru, 


it is allowed, have maintained a moſt i e e de- 


cency of manners. Frezier, 223. Gentil, i. 34. The 
ſame praiſe is likewiſe due to che bithops and moſt of 
the dignified clergy. Frez. ibid. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE EXXXVI. --p.382. 


8 OLORZANO, after mentioning the corrupt 
morals of ſome of the regular clergy, with that cauti— 
ous reſerve, which became a Spaniſh layman, 1n touch- 


ing on a ſubje& ſo delicate; gives his opinion very ex- 


plicitly, and with much firmneſs, againſt committing pa- 


rochial charges to monks. He produces the teſtimony 
of ſeveral reſpectable authors of his country, both divines 


and 1 IJ in confirmation of his opinion. De Jure 


Ind. it. hb. iii. c. 16. A-' ſtriking proof of the alarm 


8 by the attempt of the Prince d'Eſquilache to 
exclude the regulars from parochial cures, is contained 


in the Colbert collection of papers. Several memorials 


were preſented to the king by the procurators for the 
monaſtic orders, and replies were made to theſe in name 


of the ſecular clergy. An eager, and even rancorous, 


ſpirit is manifeſt on both ſides, | in the conduct of this. 


diſpute. 


NOTE LXXXVII. p. 386. 


N O T only the native Indians, but the Meſtixos, or 


children of a Spaniard and Indian, were originally ex- 


cluded from the prieſthood, and refuſed admiſſion into 
any religious order. But by a law iſſued Sept. 28th, 
1588, Philip II. required the prelates of America to 
ordain ſuch meſtizos horn in lawful wedlock, as they 
ſhould find to be properly qualified, and to permit them 


to take the vows in any monaſtery where tliey had 


gone through a regular noviciate. Recopil. lib. i. tit. vil, 
. 7, Some regard ſeems to have been paid to this law 
in New Spain; but none in Peru. Upon a repreſenta- 


tion of this to Charles II. in the year 1697, he iſſued 4 
new dict, enforcing the obſervation of it, and protſeſſing 


his deſire to have all his ſubjects, Indians and meſtizos, 


as well as Spaniards, admitted to the enjoyment of 
the ſame privileges. Such, however, was the averſion 


of 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
of the Spaniards in America to the Indians, and their 
race, that this ſeems to have produced little effect; for, 
in the year 1725, Philip V. was obliged to renew the 


injunction in a more perempiory tone. But ſo unſur- 
mountable are the hatred and contempt of the Indians 


among the Peruvian Spaniards, that the preſent king 
has been conſtrained to enforce, the former edidts anew 


by a law, publiſhed September 11, ETA Real Se” 
—. MS. penes me. 


NOTE LAXXIX. p. 38g. 


U. 7 T ARIZ, an accurate and cautious OI 


ſeems to admit, that the quantity of ſilver that does not 
pay duty may be ſtated thus high. According to Her- 


Tera, there was not above a third of what was extrat- 


ed from Potoſi that paid the king's fifth. Dec. viii. 
lib. ii. c. 15. Solorzano aſſerts likewiſe, that the quan- 
tity of ſilver which is traudulently circulated, is far 


greater than that which is regularly ſtamped, after 
paying the fifth. De Ind. jure, vol. ii. lib. v. p. "Fa 


NOTE XC. p- 392. 


W HEN the mines of Patol were diſcovered in 


the year 1545, the veins were ſo near the {urface, that 


the ore was eaſily extracted, and ſo rich, that it 
was refined with little trouble, and at ſmall expence, 


merely by the action of fire. This ſimple mode of 
refining by fuſion alone continued until the year 1574, 
when the uſe of mercury in refining ſilver, as well 


as gold, was diſcovered. Thoſe mines having been 
wrought without interruption for two centuries, the 


veins are now ſunk ſo deep, that the expence 


of extracting the ore is greatly increazed. Be- 
ſides this, the richneſs of the ore, contrary to what 
happens in moſt other mines, has become leſs as 
the vein continued to dip, and has diminiſhed to ſuch 


| 2 degree, that one 1s amazed that the Spaniards ſhould 


perſiſt 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


perſiſt in working it. Other rich mines have been ſuc- 


ceſſively diſcovered ; but in general the value of the ores 


has decreaſed ſo much, while the expence of extracting 


them has augmented, that the court of Spain, in the year 
1736, reduced the duty payable to the king from a fifth 


to a fenth. All the quickſilver uſed in Peru, is extracted 
from the famous mine of Gunacabelica, diſcovered in the 


year 1563. The crown has reſerved the property of 


this mine to itſelf; and the perſons who purchaſed the 
quickſilver, paid not only the price of it, but likewiſe a 
fifth, as a duty, to the king. But, in the year 1761, 


this duty on quickſilver was aboliſhed, on account of the 
| Increaſe of expence in working mines. Ulloa, Entre- 


tenimientos, xii.— xv. Voyage, 1. p. 505. 523. Any 
of my readers who are deſirous of being acquainted with 
the mode in which the Spaniards conduct the working of 


their mines, and the refinement of the ore, will find an 


accurate deſcription of it by Acoſta. Lib. AV: To 1 


13 
NOTE XCI. p. 393. 


I N conſequence of this abolition of the 5th, and ſome 


ſubſequent abatements of price, which became neceſſar) 
on account of the increaſing expence of working mines, 
quickſilver, which was formerly ſold at eighty peſos the 
quintal, is now delivered by the king at the rate of ſix- 


ty peſos. Campomanes Educ. Popul. ii. 132. Note. 


The duty on gold is reduced to a 3 Or five per 
cent. 


N O FE Ken. p. 395 


Maxy remarkable proofs occur of the advanced 
ſtate of induſtry in Spain, at the beginning of the ſix- 


teenth century. The number of cities in Spain was con— 
ſiderable, and they were peopled far beyond the propor 
tion that was common in other parts of Europe. 2 
cauſes of this, I have explained, Hiſt. of Cha. V. 
158. Wherever cities are populous, that ſpecies oi 
induſtry which is peculiar to them increaſes, artificers 
aud manufacturers abound. The effect of the American 
3 trade 


an 
de 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


trade in giving activity to theſe is manifeſt from a ſin- 


gular fact. In the year 1545, while Spain continued to 
depend on its own induſtry, for the ſupply of its colo- 


nies, fo much work was beſpoke from the manutacturers, 


that it was ſuppoſed they could hardly finiſh it in leſs 


than ſix years. Campom. i. 496. Such a demand muſt 


have put much induſtry in motion, and have excited ex- 


traordinary efforts. Accordingly, we are informed. 


that in the beginning of Philip I's reign, the city of Se- 


ville alone, where the trade with Ae centered, gave 


employment to no fewer than 16,000 looms in ſilk oi 


woollen work, and that above 1 30,000 perſons had oc- 
cupation in carrying on theſe manufactures. Camporn. 
ii. 472. But ſo rapid and pernicious was the operation 


of the cauſes which I ſhall enumerate, that before 


Philip III. ended his reign, the looms in Seville were 


reduced to 400. Uztariz, . 


NOTE XCIII. p. 402. 


| No bale of en is ever opened, no cheſt of treaſure 


is examined. Both are received on the credit of the per- 


ſons to whom they belong; and only one inſtance of 
fraud is recorded, during the long period in which trade 


was. carried on with this liberal confidence. All the 
coined filver which was brought from Peru to Porto- 
bello in the year 1654, was found to be adulterated, 


and to be mingled with a. fifth part of baſe metal. The 


Spaniſh merchants, with their uſual integrity, ſuſtained 
the whole loſs, and indemmihed the foreigners, by whom 
they were employ ed. The fraud was detected, and the 
treaſurer of the revenue in Pern, the author of it, Was 


publicly burnt. B. Ulloa Retabl lit. de Manul. S&c. þ. 1 


p. 102. 


NOTE xv. b. 406 


Mary ariking proofs occur of the ſcarcity of 


money in Spain. Of all che immenſe ſums which have 


been imported from America, the amount of which | 
Mall afterwards have occaſion to mention,  Moncada 
| Aeris, 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


aſſerts, that there did not remain in Spain, in 1619, 
above two hundred millions of peſos, one half in coined 
money, the other in plate and jewels. Reſtaur. de EN 


pagna, Diſc. 1ii. c. 1. Uztariz, who publiſhed his 


valuable work in 1724, contends, that in money, plate, 
and jewels, there did not remain a hundred millions. 
heor. & c. c. 3. Campomanes, on the authority of 


a remonſtrance from the univerſity of Toledo to Philip 
III. relates, as a certain proof how ſcarce caſh had be- 


come, that perſons who lent money, received a third 
part of the ſum which they advanced, as intereſt and 


Premium. Lduc. popul. i. 417. 
NOTE NUV 100. 


1 II E. K be of the mode in which the faQors of 


the d South Sea Company conducted the trade in the fair 


of Porto-bello, which was opened to them by the Af- 


ſiento, I have taken from Don Alcedo y Herrera, preſi- 
dent of the court of Audience in Quito, and governor 


of that province. Great credit is due to his teſtimony, 
as he Was an eyor witneſs of the tranſactions which he 


relates, and often employed! in detecting and authenti— 


cating the {aids which he deſcribes, It 1s probable, 


however, that his repreſentation being compoſed at the 


commencement of the war which broke out between 
Great Britain and Spain, in the year 1739, may, in 
ſome inſtances, be exaggerated. Ilis detail of facts is 
curious; and even Engliſh authors confirm it in ſome de- 
oree, by admitting both that various frauds were prac- 


tiſed in the tranſactions of the annual ſhip, and that the 


contraband trade from Jamaica, and other Britiſh colo- 
nies, was become enor mouſly great. But for the credit 
of the i'ngliſh ration it may be obſerved, that thoſe 
fraudulent operations are not to be conſidered as deeds of 
the Company, but as the diſhonourable arts of their 
factors and agents. The Company itſelf ſuſtained a con- 
{iderable Joſs by the Aſſiento trade. Many of its fervants 
acquired immenſe fortunes, Anderſon. Chronal, deduct, 
1. 3 88. | 

NOTE 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 
NOTE XCVL p. 414 


Orvrn AL faQs, with reſpect to the inſtitution, the 


progreſs, and the effects, of this company, are curious, 


and but little known to Engliſh readers. Though the 


province of Venezuela, or Caraccas, extends four hun- 


dred miles along the coaſt, and is one of the moſt fer- 


tile in America; it was ſo much neglected by the Spa- 


niards, that, during the twenty years prior to the eſta- 


bliſhment of the company, only five ſhips failed from 


Spain to that province; and during ſixteen years, from 


1706 to 1722, not a ſingle ſhip arrived from the Carac- 


cas in Spain. Noticias de Real Compania de Caraccas, 


p. 28. During this period Spain muſt have been ſup- 


plied almoſt entirely with the large quantity of cocoa, 
which it conſumes, by foreigners. Before the erection 


of the company, neither tobacco nor hides were import- 
ed from Caraccas into Spain. Id. p. 117. But ſince 
the commercial operations of the company began in the 


year 1731 the importation of cocoa into Spain has in- 


creaſed amazingly, During thirty years ſubſequent to 
1701, the number of fanegas of cocoa (each a hundred 
and ten pounds) imported from Caraccas, was 643,215. 


During eighteen years ſubſequent to 1731, the number 
of fanegas imported was 869,247, and if we ſuppoſe 


the importation to be continued in the ſame proportion 
during the remainder of thirty years, it will amount to 
1,448,746 fanegas, which is an increaſe of '805,531 

fanceas. Id. p. 148. During eight years ſubſequent to 
1756, there had been imported into Spain by the Com- 
| pany 88,482 arrobas each twenty-five pound) of tobac- 
co; and hides to the number of 177, 354. Id. 161. 
Fine the publication of the Noticias de Compania, in 


1765, its trade ſeems to be on the increaſe. During 
hve years ſubſequent to 1769, it has imported 1 79,1 56 


ſenegas of cocoa into Spain, 36, 208 arrobas of tobac- 
co, 75,490 hides, and 221,432 peſos in ipecie. Cam- 
pomanes, ii. 162. Lhe laſt. article is a proof of the 
growing wealth of the colony. It receives caſn from 


Mexico in return for the cocoa, with which it ſupplies 
that 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


that province, and this it remits to Spain, or lay: out in 
purchaſing European goods. But beſides this, the moſt 


| explicit evidence 1s produced, that the quantity of cocoa 
raiſed in the province is double to what it yielded in 
1731; the numoer of its live-ſtock is more than treble, 
and its inhabitants much augmented. The revenue ot 
the biſhop, which ariſes wholly from tythes, has in- 


creaſed from eight to twenty thouſand peſos. Notic. p. 
69. Inconſequence of the augmentation of the quantity 


of cocoa imported into Spain, its price has decreaſed 
from eighty peſos for the fanega to forty. Id. 61. 


NOTE Rey. p. 419. 


: I HIS firſt experiment made by Spain of opening a 


free trade with any of her colonies, has produced effects 


ſo remarkable, as to merit ſome farther illuſtration. The 
towns to which this liberty has been granted, are Cadiz 
and Seville, for the province of Andaluſia; Alicant and 
Carthagena, for Valencia and Murcia; Barcelona, for 
Catalonia and Arragon; Santander, for Caſtile ; Co- 


rugna, for Galicia; and Gijon, for Aſturias. Append. 


il. a la Educ. Popul. p. 41. Theſe are either the ports 
of chief trade in their reſpective diſtricts, or thoſe moſt 


conveniently ſituated for the exportation of their reſpec- 
tive productions. The following facts give a view of the 
increaſe of trade in the ſettlements to which the new re- 
gulations extend. Prior to the allowance of free trade, 
the duties collected in the cuſtom-houſe at the Havanna 
were computed to be 104, 208 peſos annually. During 
the five years preceding 1774 they roſe at a medium to 


308,000 peſos a year. In Yucatan, the duties have 


riſen from 8,000 to 15,000. In Hiſpaniola from 2,500 
to 5,600. In Porto Rico from 1,200 to 7,000. The 


total value of goods imported from Cuba into Spain, was 
bt reckoned, in 1774, to be 1,500,000 peſos. E duc. 
Popul. i. 450, &c. 


. 1233 Py 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


NOTE XCVII. p. 424: 


Pn E two Treatiſes of Don Pedro Rodriguez, Cans 
pomanes, Fiſcal del real conſejo y Supremo (an office in 


rank and power nearly ſimilar to that of Attorney Ge-- 


neral in England), and Director of the Royal Academy 


of Hiſtory, the one intitled, Diſcurſo ſobre el Fomento 


de la Induſtria Popular ; the other Diſcurſo ſobre 1a 
_ Educacion Popular de los Arteſanos y ſu Fomento ; the 
former publiſhed in 1774, and the latter in 177 5, at- 
ford a ſtriking proof of this. Almoſt every point of 


importance with reſpect to interior police, taxation, a- 


griculture, manufactures, and trade, domeſtic as well 


as foreign, is examined in the courſe of theſe works; 


and there are not many authors, even in the nations 
moſt eminent for commercial knowledge, who have car- 
ried on their inquiries with more thorough knowledge 
of thoſe various ſubjects, and a more perfect freedom 


from vulgar and national prejudices, or who have united 


more happily the calm reſearches of philoſophy, with 


the ardent zeal of a public ſpirited citizen. Theſe books 
are in high eſtimation among the Spaniards ; and it is a 
deciſive evidence of the progreſs of their own ideas, that 


they are capable of reliſhing an author whole ſenti- 
ments are ſo liberal. 


NO T-E--XEIX; p. 428. 


T E galeon employed in that trade, inſtead of the 


ix hundred tons, to which it is limited by law, Recop. 


lib. XIV. I. 1 5. is commonly from twelve hundred to two 
thouſand tons burden. The ſhip from Acapulco, taken 


by Lord Anſon, inſtead of the 500, ooo peſos permitted 
by law, had on board [2313-843 peſos, beſides uncoined 


Iver equal in value to 43,611 peſos more. Anſon's 


voyage, 384. 


NOTE 
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NOTE C. p. 430. 


. E price paic for the bull varies according to the 
rank of different perſons. Thoſe in the loweſt order, 


who are ſervants or ſlaves, pay two reals of plate, or 


one ſhilling ; other Spaniards pay eight reals; and thoſe 
in public office, or who hold encomiendas, ſixteen reals. 


Solorz. de jure Ind. vol. ii. lib. iii. c. 25. According to 


Chilton, an Engliſh merchant who reſided long in the 


Spaniſh ſettlements, the bull of Cruzado, bore an high- 


er price in the year 1570, being then ſold for four reals 


at the loweſt. Hakluyt, iii. 461. The price ſeems to 


have varied at different periods. That exacted for the 
bulls iſſued in the laſt Predicacion, will appear from the 


enſuing table, which will give ſome idea of the propor- 
tional numbers of the different claſſes of citizens in New 


Open and Peru. 


There were iſſued for New Spain, 


Bulls at 10 * each - — 4 
at 2 peſos each = - — 225601 

at 1 peſo each - : 164,220 

at 2 reals each — 2,462, 500 

2 649,325 | 


at 16 peſos 4 Z reals each 5 


at 3 peſos, 3 reals each - — 147202 
at I peſo, 5 & reals — 2 0002 
at 4 reals „ 410,325 


at 3 reals „ 668,601 


I,zI 71,953 


— 
9 
2 i — ” . Z 7 
2 , . 
— * - 2 2 
rr — * — — 
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NOTE Cl. p. i. | | | 
To 
A S Villa Segnor, to whom we are indebted for this Me 
information, was accomptant-general in one of the moſt ©. WR 
conſiderable departments of the royal revenue, and by 1 
that means had acceſs to proper information, his teſti- ny It 


mony with reſpect to this point merits great credit. 

No ſuch accurate detail of the Spaniſh revenues, in any mat! 
part of America, has hitherto been publiſhed in the | 1 
Engliſh language, and the particulars of it may appear 140 
curious and intereſting to tome of my readers. 


From the bull of 8 publiſhed every two years, 


there ariſes an annual revenue in peſos 150,000 — 
From the duty on ſilver— 700,000 . 
From ditto on gold RE oe 60,000 1 
From tax on cards 70,000 4 0h 
From tax on Pulque, a drink uſed by "RS —— 
Indians — — 161,000 
From tax on ſtamped paper — — 41,00 
From ditto on ice „„ — 15,522 5} 29h 
From ditto on leather - - 2,500 11 5 
From ditto on gunpowder — „5 Wap 111 
From tax on ſalt i > - 32,000 [NET 
From ditto on copper of Mechoacan — 15000 [ 
From ditto on alum  _ - — = 6,500 iv 
From ditto on Juego de los Gallos b 215100 101 i 
From the half of eccleſiaſtical annats = 49,000 je; 
From royal ninth of biſhoprics, &. = 68,800 [e040 
From the tribute of Indians - = 650,00 Wil 1 
From Alcavala, or duty on ſale of goods 721,875 Fo | jb 
From the Almajorifaſgo, cuſtom- houſe 3731333 Wie 
Prom the mint - 8 . 357,500 1 
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B. i. tik. Xvi. 
Indic. vol. i. P: 1 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Tuls ſum amounts to 8 19, 165 l. Sterling, and if we 


add to it the profit accruing from the ſale of 5000 quin- 
tals of quickſilver, imported from the mines of Almaden, 


in Spain, on the king's account, and what accrues from 


the Averia, and ſome other taxes which Villa Segnor 
does not eſtimate, may well be reckoned above a mil- 


lion pounds ſterling money. Theat. Mex. vol. i. p. 38, 


&c. According to Villa Segnor, the total produce of | 


the Mexican mines, amounts at a medium to eight mil- 
lions of peſos in ſilver annually, and to 5912 marks of 
gold. 


particular illuſtration. The right to the zythes in the 
New World is veſted in the crown of Spain, by a bull 
of Alexander VI. Charles V. appointed them to be 
applied in the following manner : One-fourth is allotted 
to the biſhop of the dioceſe, another fourth to the dean 


and chapter, and other officers of the cathedral ; the 


remaining half is divided into nine equal parts. Two 
of theſe, under the denomination of 15 dos novenos reales, 


are paid to the crown, and conſtitute a branch of the 


royal revenue. The other ſeven parts are applied to 
the maintenance of the parochial clergy, the building 
Recopil. 


Ley. 23, &c. Avendano Theſaur. 


Tart Alcavala, is a duty levied by an exciſe on the | 


ſale of goods. In Spain it amounts to ten per cent. In 
America to four per cent. Solorzano Polit. Indiana, 
lib. vi. c. 8. Avendano, vol. 1. 186. 


Tux Almajorifaſgo, or cuſtom paid in America on 


goods imported and exported, may amount on an average 
to fifteen per cent. 7 lib. vis. tit. xiv. Ley. 'F 


Avendano, vol. i. 188. 


THE e ia, or tax paid on account of convoys to | 


guard the ſhips failing to and from America, was firit 


impoſed when Sir Francis Drake filled the New World | 
with terror r by his expedition into the South Sea. It 


p | amounts 


Ib. p. 44. Several branches of the revenue have 
been explained in the courſe of the hiſtory; ſome, 
which there was no occaſion of mentioning, require a 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


amounts to 2 per cent. on the value of goods. Avendano, 
vol. i. p. 189. Recopil. lib. ix. tit. ix. Ley. 43, 44. 


I HAVE not been able to procure any accurate detail 


ol the ſeveral branches of revenue in Peru, later than the 


year 1614. From a curious manuſcript, containing a 


| ſtate of that vice-royalty in all its departments, preſented 
to the Marquis of Montes-Claros, by Fran. Lopez Cara- 


vantes, accomptant-general in the tribunal of Lima, it 


appears, that the public revenue, as nearly as I can 
compute the value of the money in which Caravantes 
| ſtates his accounts, that the revenue collected, amounted 


in ducats, at 48. 11d. to 2,372,768 
Expences of gover nent 5 1,242,992 
Net free revenue 1,129,776 


The total in ſterling money <- FL. 583, 303 


Expences of government 527 305,568 
Net free revenue 277,725 © 


Burr ſeveral articles appear to be omitted in this com- 


putation, ſuch as the duty on ſtamped paper, leather, 
| eccleſiaſtical annats, &c. ſo that the revenue of Peru 
| may be well ſuppoſed equal to that of Mexico. 


IN computing the expence of government in New 
Spain, I may take that of Peru as a ſtandard. There 
the annual eſtabliſhment for defraying the charge of 
adminiſtration, exceeds one half of the revenue co]- 


I nave obtained a calculation of the total amount 
of the public revenue of Spain from America and the 
Philippines, 


lected; and there is no reaſon for ſuppoſing it to be leſs 
pin New Spain. 
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Philippines, which, as the reader will perceive from the 
two laſt articles, is more recent than any of the former. 
Alcavalas (Exciſe) and Aduanas peſos 


2,500,000 


fuertes (Cuſtoms), &c. - 
Duties on gold and filver - - 3,000,000 
Duty on coinage of, at the rate of one 
real de la Plata for each marx 300,000 
Bull of Cruzada = - 1,000,000 
Tribute of the Indians - 2.,,000,000 
By ſale of quickſilver — — 300,000 
Paper exported on the king 5 account, FE 
and fold in the royal warehouſes 300,000 
_ Stamped paper, tobacco, and other {mall 
duties - . 1,000,000 
From the trade of Acapulco, and the 
coaſting trade from. province to pro- 
„ 1 8 500,000 
Aſſiento of negroes — 200,000 
From the trade of Mathe, or + herb of 
Paraguay, formerly monopolized by 
- the Jeſus. - : - = - $00,000 
From other revenues formerly belonging 
to that order - - 400,000 
Total 12,000,000 
Total in ſterling money 2,000,000 . 
Deduce half, as the expence of admi- 
niſtration, and there remains net free 
revenue — — — 1,350, 000 


—_— : 


NOTE El, p. 431. 


6 


A N author, long converſant in commercial ſpecula- 
tion, has computed that from the mines of New Spain 
alone, the king receives annually, as his fifth, the ſum 
of two millions of our money. Harris Collect. of Voy 


According to this calculation, the total pro- 


quce of the mines muſt be ten millions ſterling z a ſum fo 
exorbitant, 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


exorbitant, and fo little correſponding with all accounts 
of the annual importation from America, that the in- 
formation on which it is founded muſt evidently be er- 
roneous. According to Campomanes , the total product 
of the American mines may be computed at thirty mil- 
lions of peſos, which, at four ſhillings and fix pence a 
peſo, amounts to 7,425,000 |. ſterling, the king's fifth 
of which (if that were regularly paid). would be 
1,435,000]. But from this ſum the expence of admi- 
niſtration is to be deducted, which is very conſiderable, 
as appears from the preceding note, Educ, Popular, 
vol. li. p. 1310 note. 


NOTE CUI. 5. 431. | 


1 to Bern. de Ulloa, all foreign 


goods exported from Spain to America pay duties of 


various kinds, amounting in all to more than 25 per 


cent. As moſt of the goods with which Spain ſupplies 


her colonies are foreign; ſuch a tax upon a trade ſo 


extenſive muſt yield a conſiderable revenue. Retabliſ. 


de Manuf. & du Commerce d' Eſp. p. 150. He com- 


putes the value of goods exported annually from Spain 
to America, to be about two millions and a halt Derlings 


p. 97. 
NOTE CIV. p. 433. 


Tis Marquis de Serralvo, according to Gage, be 
a monopoly of ſalt, and by embarking deeply in the 
Manilla trade as well as in that to Spain, gained annu- 
ally a million of ducats. In one year he remitted a 


million of ducats to Spain, in order to purchaſe from 
the Conde Olivares, and his creatures, a prolongation | 


of his government, p. 61. He was ſucceſsful in his 
ſuit, and continued in office from 1624 to 1635, dou- 
ble the uſual time. 


1 SHORT 
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SHORT ACCOUNT 


What is contained in the LETTER ſent to 


the EMPEROR, mentioned Preface, p. xi. 


Ta I S letter is dated July 6th, 1519. Cortes, 


in his ſecond diſpatch, takes notice that it was 


| ſent off on the 16th of Jul Y- 


Tur great object of the perſons who wrote this 


| letter, is to juſtify their own conduct in eftabliſh- 


ing a colony independent on the juriſdiction of 
Velaſquez. With this view they endeavour to 


| detract from his merit, in fitting out the two for- 
mer armaments under Cordova and Grijalva, re- 
preſenting theſe as equipped by the adventurers 


| who engaged in the expedition, not by the gover- 
nor. They labour likewiſe to depreciate the ſer- 
| vices, of pe and Grijalva, in order to exalt 
the merit of their own exploits. | 


Tazy contend, that the ſole object of Velaſ- 
quez was to trade or barter with the natives, not to 
attempt the conqueſt of New Spain, or the eſta- 
bliſhment of a colony there. This is frequently 
mentioned by B. Diaz del Caſtillo, c. 19, 41, 42, 
&c. But if Velaſquez had not conqueſt and ſet- 
tlement! in view, there ſeems to have been no rea- 
lon for equipping ſuch a conſiderabl e armament. 
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SHORT ACCOUNT, &c. 


Turv aſſert, that Cortes defrayed the greateſt 


part of the expence of fitting out the armament, 
But this does not agree with the account of his 
ſlender fortune given by Gomara, Cron. c. J. and 


B. Diaz, c. 20, or what I have mentioned Note Nl, 
vol. li. 


Turv take notice, that though conſiderable 


numbers were wounded in their different encoun- 


ters with the people of Tabaſco, not one of them 


died, and all recovered in a fhort time. This 
5 foems to confirm what I have obſerved, vol. ii. 
309, concerning the imperfection of the offenſive 


weapons of the Americans. 


Tazy give ſome account of the manners and 


inſtitutions of the Mexicans. It is very ſhort, and | 


as they had reſided but a ſhort time in the country. 


and had but little intercourſe with the natives, it | 


is both defective and inaccurate. They deſcribe 
minutely, and with great horror, the human ſacri 
fices offered by the Mexicans to their deities, and 
affirm that ſome of their number were ey e-witneſſ 


*::-0f thoſe barbarous rites, 


Turv ſubjoin to their letter a catalogue and de- 
ſcription of the preſents ſent to the emperor 


That publiſhed by Gomara, Cron. c. 29. ſeems to 


have been copied from it, and Pet. Martyr de- 
ſeribes many of the articles in his treatiſe De Inſu- 
lis nuper inventis, p. 354, &c. 


A CC ATA 


CATALOGUE 


SPANISH Books and Manuſcripts. 


A 
A CARETE de Biſcay, Relation des Voyages dans la 


Riviere de la Plata, & dela par Terre au Perou. Exſtat. 


Recueil de Thevenot, Part. V. 
— Voyage up the Riyer de la Plata, and 
thence by Land to Peru, 8vo. London, 1698. 
| Acoſta (Joſeph de) Hiſtoire Naturelle & Moral des Indes 
tant Orientales qu' Occidentales, 8vo. Paris, 1600. 


— Novi Orbis Hiſtoria Naturals & Moralis. 
Exft, in Collect. 'Theod. de Bry, Pars IX. 


curanda Indorum Salute, Libri ſex, Slat 8vo. 158 


| vivo, 4to. Burgos, 1578. 
Acugna (P. Chriſtoph.) Relation de la Riviere des Ama- 
| zones, 12mo, Tom. ii. Paris, 1682. 


— A Relation of the great River of the 
Amazones, i in South America, 8vo. Lond. 1698. 


Alarchon (Fern.) Navigatione a Scoprere il Regno di ſette 


Citta. Ramuſio, III. 363. 


Albuquerque Coello Pe de) Memorial de Artes de la 


Guerra del Braſil, 4to. Mad. 1034- 
| Alcafarado 


— de Natura Novi Orbis, Libri duo, & de pro- | 


— (Chriſtov.) Tratado de las Drogas y Mede- 
cinas de las Indias Occidentales, con ſus Plantas Dibuxadas al 
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A CAT ALOGUE OF 
Alcafarado (Franc. ) An Hiſtorical Relation of the Diſcovery 
of the Iſle of Madeira, 4to. Lond. 1675. 
Alcedo y Herrera (D. Dionyſio de) Aviſo Hitorico-Politico- 


Geografico, con las Noticias mas particulares, del Peru, Tierra 


Firme, Chili, y nuzvo Reyno de Granada, 4to. Mad. 1740. 


—— Compendio Hiftorico de la Provincia y Puerto de 
Guayaquil, 4to. Mad. 1741. 


Aldama v Guevara (D. Jos. Auguſtin de) Arte de la Len- 


gua Mexican, 12mo. Mexico, 1754: 

Alvarado (Pedro de) dos Relaciones a Hern. Cortes Refe- 
riendole ſus Expediciones y Conquiſtas en varias Provincias de 
N. Eipagna. Ext. Barcia Hiſtoriad. Primit. tom. i. 

Lettere due, Kc. Exiſt. Ramuſ. III. 296. 
Aranzeles Reales de los Minſtros de la Real Audiencia de 


N. Eipagna, fol. Mexico, 1727. 
Argenſola (Bartolome Leonardo de) Conquiſta de las Iflas 


Maiucas, fol. Mad. 1609. 
- Anales de Aragon, fol. Saragroſs, 1630. 


Arria go (b. Pablo Jos. dc) Extirpacion de la Idolatria del 


Peru, 4to. Lima, 1621. 


Avendagno (Didac.) Thefaurus Indicus ceu generalis In- 


ſcructor pro Regimine Conſcientiæ, in is iſquæ ad Indias ſpec⸗ 


tant, fol. 2 vols. Antwerp, 1660. 


Barcia (D. And. 8 Hiſtoriadores Primitivos de Is 
India Occidentales, fol. 3 vols. Mad. 1749. 

Barco-Gentinera (D. Martin di) A e Conquiſta de 
Rio de la Plata Poema. Exit. Barcia Hiſtoriod. Primit. III. 

Barros (Joao de) Decades de Aſia, fol. 4 vols. Liſboa, 1628. 

Helleſteros- (D. Thomas de) Ordenanzes del Peru, fol. 


2 vols. Lima, 1685, 
Benzo (Hieron.) Novi Orbis Hiſtoriz—De Bry America, 


Part IV, V, VI. 

| Betancurt y Figueroa (Don Luis) Derecho de las Igleſias 
Metro Politanas de las Indias, 4to. Mad. 1637. 

Blanco (F. Matias Ruiz) Converſion de Piritu de Indics 
Cumanagotos y otros, 12mo. Mad. 1690. 

Boturini Benaduci (Lorenzo) Idea de una nueva Hiſtoria 
general de la America Septentrional, fundada ſobre material 
copioſa de Figuras, Symbolas Caracteres, Cantares y Manu 
{critos de Autores Indios, 4to. Mad. 1746. 

Botello de Moraes y Vaſconcellos (D. cis de) 


FE] Nuevo Mundo Pocma eee to. Barcelone, 1701. 
Botero 


| SPANISH BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS. 


Botero Benes (Juan) Deſcription de Todas las Provincias * 
Rey nos, y Ciudades del Mundo, 4to. Girona, 1748. 


Brietius (Phil.) Paralela Geogr 19 Veteris & Novæ, 4to. 


Paris, 1648. 


C 


Cabera de Baca (Alvar Nugnez,) Relacion de los Naufra- 


80s. Exit. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. Tom. i. 
— Examen Apologetico de la Hiſtorica Nar- 
ration de los Naufragios. Exſt. ibid. 
— Commentarios de lo ſuccedido Cuarante fu 
ra del Rio de la Plata. Exft. ibid. 
Cabo de Vacca Relatione de. Exſt. Ramuſio, III. 310. 
Cabota (Sebaſt.) Navigazione de. Exſt. Ramuſ. II. 211. 


Calancha (F. Anton. de la) Cronica moralizada del Order 


de San Auguſtin en el Peru, fol. Barcelona, 1638. 


California—Diario Hiſtorico de los Viages de Mar y Tier 
| hechos en 1768, al Norte de California, di orden del Marques 


de Croix, Vi- rey de Nueva Eſpagna, &c. M8. 
Calle (Juan Diaz de la) Memorial Informatorio de lo que a 
ſu Mageſtad Provien de la Nueva W 8888 y Peru, 4to. 


1645. 


Caracas Real Cedula de Fonds acion de la real Compagnia 


Guipuſcoana de Caracas, 12mo. Mad. 1765. . 
Caraventes (Fr. Lopez de) Relacion de las Provincias que 


tiene el Govierno del Peru, los Officios que en el ſe Provien, 


v la Hacienda que alli tiene ſu Mageſtad, lo que ſe Gafta de 
ella y le queda Libre, &c. &c. " Dedicado al Marques = 
Santos Claros, Agno. de 1611. MS. 


Cardenas y Cano (Gabr.) Enſayo Cronologico par la Hir. 
toria general de la Florida, fol. Mad. 1733. 

Caro de Torres (Franc.) Hiſtoria de las Ordenes Militares 
de Sant Iago, Calatrava y Alcantara, fol. Mad. 1629. 

Carranzana (D. Goncales) A Geographical Deſcription of 


the Coaſts, &c. of the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 8 vo. Lond. 1740. 
aas (Bart. de las) Breviſſima Relacion de la Deſtruycion 
de las Indias, 4to. 1552. 


Narratio Iconibus Iluſtrata per Theod: de Bry. 
ato. Oppent. 1614. 

(Bart. de las) An Account of the firſt Voyages 
and Diſcoveries of the Spaniards in America, 8vo. Lond. 


169 


Caſtanheda 


3. | 
Caſſani (P. Joſeph) Hiſtoria de 4 Provincia de Compariita 
3 Jeſus del Nuevo N28 de Granada, ſol. Mad. 1741. 
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A CATALOGUE OF 


Caſtanheda (Fern. Lop. de) Hiſtoria do Deſcobrimento & 
Conquiſta de India pelos Portugueſes, fol. 2 vols. Liſboa, 1552. 
Caſtellanos (Juan de) Primera Parte de las Elegias de Va- 


rones Illuſtres de Ipdias, 4to. Mad. 1589. 


Caſtillo (Berval Diaz del) Hiſtoria Verdadera de la Con- 


quiſta de Nueva Eſpagna, fol. Mad. 1632. 
Cavallero (D. Jol. Garcia) Brieve Cotejo y Valance de las 


peſas y Medidas di varias | Naciones, reducidas a las que Corren 


en Caſtilla, 4to. Mad. 1731. 
Cteca de Leon (Pedro de) Cronica del Pay, fol. Sevill.1553. 


Citneros (Diego) Sitio, Naturelez a y Propriedades de la 
Ciudad de Mexico, 4to. Mexico, 1618. 
Cogullade (P. Fr. Diego Lopez) Hiſtoria de Vucatan, fol 


Mad. 4688 
Collecao dos Brives Pontificos e Leyes Regias que forao 

Expedidos y Publicadas deſde o Anno 1741, fobre a L. terdada 
5 des Peſſoas bene a Commercio dos Indos de Breſil. 


Coleccion General de las Providencias haſta aqui tomadas 
per el Gobierno lobre cl Eſtragnimento, y Occupacion de 
T'emporalidades de los Regulares de la Compagnia, de Epag- 

na. Indias, &c. Partes IV. 4to. Mad. 1767. 


5 Oolon (D. Fernando) La Hiftoria del Almirante, D. Clic 


tovel Colon Exſt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. I. x. 
Columbus g JN avig 


8 


— — (Ferd.) Life and Actions of his Father Ad- 


ial Chriſtoph. Columbus Exſt. Churchill's Voyages, I} 


479. | 
Concilios Provinci "NO Primero y Segundo celebrados en la 


muy Noble y muy de la Ciudad de Mexico en los Agnos de 
1555 & 1565. fol. Mexico, 1769. 


Concilium Mexicanum Provinciale terium celebratum 
Mexici, Anno 1585, fol. Mexici. 1770. 

Corita (Dr. Alonso) Breve y ſumaria Relacion de los Seg- 
nores, manera y Differencia de ellos, que havia en la Nueva 


_ Eſpagra, y otras Provincias tus Comarcanas, y de ſus Leyes, 
Uſſos y Coſtumbres, y de la Forma que tenian en Tributas ſus 
Laſallos en Tiempo de ſu Gentilidad, &c. MS. 4to. pp. 30). 


Coronada (Fr. Vaiq. de) Sommario di due ſue Lettere del 


Viaggio fatto del Fra 8 da Nizza al ſette Citta de Cevola. 


Exſt. Ramuſio III. 384. 


9. ; 
Cortes (Hern,) Quattro Cartas dirigidas al Emperador 


Carlos V. en que ha Relacion de fus Conquiſtas en Ia Nueva 
Eſpagna. Fxtt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. 1. 
Cortefi (Ferd.) De inſulis nuper invertis War ationes ad 


Carolum V. fol. 1532. 


Corteſe 


atio qua multas Regiones haQer.us 
incognitas invenit. Exft. Nov. Orb. Grynzi, p. O0. 


Relation del Viaggio alle ſette Citta. Ramuſio III. 
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Corteſe (Fern.) Relation, &c. Exiſt. Ramuſio III. 225. 
Cubero (D. Pedro) Peregrinacion del Mayor Parte del 


Mundo Za ed Ato. 1688. 


D 
| Davila Padilla (F. Aug. ) Hiſtoria de Ia Fundacion y Dit. 
curſo de Provincia de St. Jag o de Mexico, fol. Bruſs. 1625. 


Primitiva Igleſia de las Indias Occidentales, fol, 2 vols. 1649. 
Documentos tocantes a la Perſecucion, que los Regulares 


de la Compagnia ſucitaron contra Don B. de Cardenas Obiſpo 


de CN a 4to. Mad. 1768. 


Echayari (D. Vetnards wagner de) El Reyno ſeſuitico de! 


Paraguay. Exit. tom. iv. Colleccion de Documentos, 410 
Mad. 1570. 


Echave y Aſſu D. Pa dc) La Eftre la de Lima con- 
vertida en Sol ſobre ſus tres Coronas, fol. Amberes, 1688. 


Eguira el Egueren (D. Jo. Jos. ) Bibliotheca Mexicana, five 


Eruditorum Hiſtoria Virorum in America Boreali natorum, 
&c. tom. Prim. fol. Mex. 1755. N. B. No more than one 
volume of this work has been publiſhed. 

Ercilla y Zuniga (D. Alonzo de) La Araucana Poema 
Eroico, fol. Mad. 1733. 


Eſcalona (D. Gaſpar de) Gazophylaciun Regigm Peru- 
Vicum, fol. Mad. 1775. 


F 


Faria y Souſa (Manuel de) Hiſtoria del Reyno de Portugal, 
fol. Amber. 1730. 


Hiſtory of Portugal from the firſt Ages to the 
Revolution under John IV. 8vo. Lond. 1698. 

Fernandez (Diego) Hiſtoria del Peru, fol. Sevill. 1571. 
(P. Juan Patr.) Relacion Hiſtorial de las Miſſiones 
de los Indios que Claman Chiquitos, 4to. Mad. 1726. 

Feyjoo (Benit. Geron) Eipagnoles Americanos Diſcurſo 
VI. del tom. iv. del Teatro Critico. Mad. 1769. 


Solucion del gran Problemo Hiftorico, ſobre la 


Poblacion de la America Diſcurſo XV. del tom. v. del Teatro | 


Critico. 


(D. Miguel) Relacion Deſcriptiva de la cuidad y 


3 de Truxillo del Peru, fol. Mad. 1763. 


Freyre (Ant.) Piratas de la America, 4to. 


Fraſſo (D. Petro) De Regio Patronatu Indiarum, fol. 2 vols. 


Matriti, 1775. 


Galvao 


(Gil. Gosse Teatro Eccleſiaſtico de la 5 
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& 
"Ein (Antonia) Tratado dos Deſcobrimentos antigos y 
Modernos, fol. Liſboa, 1731. 
Galvano (Ant.) Ihe Diſcoveries of the World from the firſt 


Original unto the Leal 1555. Oſborne's Collect. II. 354. 
Garcia (Gregoria) Hiſtoria Ecclefiaftica y Seglar de la India 


Oriental y Occidental, y Predicacyon de Ia Santa Evangelia en 
| ella, 12mo. Baeca, 1626. 


(Fr. Gregorio) Origen de los Indios del Nuevo 


Nando, fol. Mad. 1729. 


Godoy (Diego de) Relacion al II. Cortes, que trata del 


Deſcubrimiento de diverſas Cindades, y Provincias y Guerras 
que tuio con lo >s Indios. Exft. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. i. 


— — Lettera a Corteſe, &c. Exſt. Ramuſio III. 
” Gomara (Fr. Lader de) La Hiſtoria general de las Indias, 


12mo. Anv. 1554. 


— Hiſtoria general de las Indias. Exft. Barcia 


Hiſt. Prim. tom. 11. 


Chronica de la Nueva Eſpagna o | Conquilta 


. Mexico. Exit. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom ii. 


Gumilla (P. Jos.) Hiſtoire Naturelle, Civile & Geographi- 


que de TOrenoque. Traduite par M. Eidous, 12mo. tom. iii. 
Avign. 1758. | 


Guſman (Nugno de) Relacion ſcritta i in Omitlan Provincia 
de Mechuacan della wagten Spagna nell 1530. Exſt. Ramuſio 


II 331. 


5 


Henis (P. Thadeus) Fi belli Guaranici, ab Ano 
1754. Exſt. Colleccion general de Docum. tom. iv. 
Hernandes (Fran.) Plantarum, Animalium & Minerallum 
Mexicanorum Hiſtoria, fol. Rom. 1651. 
Herrera (Anton. de) Hiſtoria general de los Hechos de los 


Caſtellanos en las Iſlas y Tierra Firma del Mar Oceano, fol. 
4 vols. Mad. 1601. 


Hiſtoria General, Kc. 4 vols. Mad. 1730. 
- General Hiſtory, &c. Tranflated by Stephens, 8vo. 


"6 vols Lond. 1740. 


Deſeripi India Occidentalis, {ol. Anft. 1622. 


7 
Leon (Fr. Rui de) Hernandia Poema Heroyco de Con- ; 


. quits de Mexico, 4to. Mad. 1755. 


(Ant. de) Epitome de la Bibliotheca Oriental 7 
Occidental, Nautica y Geografica, fol. Mad. 1757 


Lima, 
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Lima, A true account of the Earthquake which happened 1 
there 28th October 1748. Tranſlated from the Spanith, 8vo. e 14 
Lond. 1748. | [| 

Lina Gozoia, Defcripeion fo las feſtibas Demonſiracioncs, 
con que eſta ciudad Celebro la real Proclamacion de el Nombre | 1 
9 del Catolico Monarco D. Carlos III. Lima, Ato. 

Lian Zapata (D. Joſ. Euſeb.) Preliminar al Tomo I. de las 
Memorias Hiſtorico-Phyſicas, Critico- Apologeticas de la A- 
inerica Meridional, 8 vo. Cadiz. 17 =: 

Lopez (Thom.) Atlas Georraphics de la America Septen- 1 

trional y Meridional, 12mo. Par. 1758. | 1 

Lorenzana (D. F. Ant.) Iiſtoria de Nueva Eſpagna, eſerita | 
por ſu Eiclarecido Conquiſtador Hernan Cortes, Aumentada i 

con otros Documentos y Notas, fol. Mex. 1770. j 

Lozano (P. Pedro) Deſcripcion Chorograpiiica, de! 3 
torios, Arboles, Animales, del Gran Chaco, y de los ritos y 
Coſtumbres, de las innumerabiles Naciones que la Habitan, BY 
4to. Cordov. 1733 1 

— Hiftoria de Hl Compagnia de Jeſus en. la Pro- 0 
vincia del Paraguay, fol. 2 vols. Mad. 1753. 
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Madrig ga (Pedro de) Deſcription de la Gouvernment & 
Peron. E Exſt. Voyages qui ont ſervi a Fetabliſſement de la comp. 
des Indes, tom. 1x. 105. 
Mariana (P. Juan de) Diſcurſo de las Enſermedades de la 
Conipagnia de ſeſus, 4to. Mad. 1768. 
Martinez de la Puente (D. Jos.) Coup :pendio de las Hiſtorias 
de los Deſeubrimientos, Conguilta y Guerras de la India Ori- 
ental, y ſus Iſlas, deſde los Lie mpos del Inſante Don Enrique 
de portugal fu inventor, 4to. Mad. 1681. 
Martyr ab Angleria (Petr.) De Rebus Oceanicis & Novo 
Orbe Decades tres, 12mo. Colon. 1574. 
- — De inſulis nuper inventis, & de Moribus Inco- 

larum. Ibid. p. 329. 

—— Opus Epiſtolarum, fol. Amſt. 1670. 
— II Sommario cavato della fua Hiſtoria del 

Neve Mundo. Ramuſio III. i. 

Mechuacan - Relacion de las Ceremonias, Ritos y Poblacion 
de los Indios de Mechuacan-hecha al I. S. D. Ant. de Men- 
doza Virrey de Nueva Eſpagna, fol. MS. 

Melendez (Fr. Juan) Teforos Verdaderos de las 1 Hiſ- 
toria de la Provincia de S. Juan Baptiſta del Peru, del Orden 
de Predicadores, fol. 3 vols. Rom. 1681. 
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i (D. Ant. de) Lettera al Imperatore del Diſcopri- 
mento della Terra Firma della N. Spagna verſo Tramontano. 


: Exſt. Ramuſio III 355. 


(Juan Gonz. de) Hiſtoria del gran Reyno de 


China con un Itinerario dei Nuevo Mundo, 8vo. Rom. 1585. 


Monardes (El Dotcor) Primera y Secunda y Tercer Parte 


de la Hiſtoria Medicinal de las Coſas que fe traen de nueſtras 
Indias Occidentales, que firven en Medicina, 4to, Sevilla 


1574. 
Woods (Sancho de) Reſtauracion Politica de Eſpagna y 


deſeos Publicos, 40. Mad. 1746. 


N 
Nizza (F. Marco) Relatione del Viaggio fatta per Terra al 


Cevole, Regno di cette Citta. Exit. Ramuſ. III. 356. 


 Nodal—Relacion del Viage que hicieron 5 Capitanes 


Barth. y Gornz. de Nodal al deſcubrimiento del Eſtrecho que 
_ hoy es nombrado de Maire, y reconocimiento del de Magel- 
Janes, 4ro. Mad. 


Nueva Eſpagna—Hiftoria de los Indios de Nueva Eſpagna 


dibidida en tres Partes. En la primera trata de los Ritos, 


Sacrificios y Idolatrias del Tiempo de fu Gentilidad. En la 
ſegunda de ſu maravilloſa Converſion a la Fe, y modo de ce- 


lebrar las Fieſtas de Nueſtra Santa Igleſia. En la tercera del 
Genio y Caracter de aquella Gente; y Figuras con que nota- 


ban ſus Acontecimientos, con otras particularidades; y Noti- 
cias de las principales Ciudades en aquel Reyno. Eſcrita en 


el Agno 1541 por uno de los doce Religioſos Franciſcos que 
primero Paſſaron a entender en ſu Saen MS. fol. PP. 


618. 
0 
Ogna (Feare de) Arauco Domado. Poema, I 2M0. Mad. 


1605. 


8 del Conſejo real de las Indias, fol. Mad. 1681. 

Ortega (D. Caſimiro de) Reſumen Hiftorico del primer 
Viage 3 al rededor del Mundo, sto. Mad. 1769. 

Offorio (Jerome) Hiſtory of the Portugueſe, during the 
Reign of Emmanuel, 8vo. 2 vols. Lond. 1752. 

Offorius (Hieron.) De rebus Emmanuelis Luſitaniæ Regis, 
8 vo. Col. Agr. 1572. 

Ovalle (Alonſo) Hiſtorical Relacion del Reyno de Chili, 


fol. Rom. 1646, 


An Hiſtorical Relation of the Kingdom of Chili. 
Exſt. Churchill Collect. III. 
Oviedo y Bagnos (D. 3 Hiſtoria la Conquiſta y Publa- 


_ cion de Venezuela, fol. Mad. 1723. 


Oviedo 
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Oviedo (Alonſo) Sommaria, &c. Exſt. Ramuſio III. 44. 
Oviedo (Gonz. Fern. de) Relacion Sommaria de la Hiſtoria 
Natural de las India. Exſt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. i. 


Oviedo Hiſtoria Generale & Naturale dell Indie Occiden- | 


tale. Exft. Ramuſio. III. 74. 


- Relatione della Navigatione per la Grandiſſina 
Fiume Maragnon. Exſt. Ramulſ. III. 415. 


= 


Palafox y Mendoza (D. Juan) Virtudes del Indios o Na- 
turaliza y Coſtumbres de los Indios de N. Eipagna, 4to. 

Vie de Venerable Dom. Jean Palafox Fveque de 
PAngelopolis, 12mo. Cologe, 1972. 

Pegna (Juan Nugnez de la) Conquiſta y Antiguedades de las 
Iſlas de Gran Canaria, 4to. Mad. 1676. 

Pena Montenegro (D. Alonſo de la) Itinerario para Paro- 
chos de Indios, en que tratan las materias mas particulare 
tocantes a ellos para ſu buen adminiſtracion, 4to. An! ng 
1754. 


Peralta ! Barnue vo (D. Pedro de) Lima fundada o C onquiſta 
del Peru Poema Eroyco, 4to. Lima, 1732. 


Peralta Calderon (D. Mathias de) EI Apoſtol de las Indias 


V nueves gentes San Francilco Xavier de la Compagnia de Je- 
tus Epitome de ſus Apoſtolicos hechos, 4to. Pamp. 1665. 
Pereira de Berrido (Bernard.) Annales Hiſtoricos do eſtado 
do Maranchao, fol. Liſboa, 1749. | 
| Peru—Relatione d'un Capitano Spagnuolo del Deſcopri- 
mento y Conquiſta del Peru. Ext. Ramuſ. III. 371. 

Peru Relatione d'un Secretario de Franc. Pizzarro della 

Conqueſta del Peru. Exit. Ramuſio III. 392. 
 —— Relacion del Peru, MS. 

Peſquiſa de los Oydores de Panama contra D. Jayme Mug- 
nos, &c. por haverlos Commerciado illicitamente en tiempo de 
Guerra, fol. 1755. 

Philipinas— Carta que eſcribe un Religioſo antiguo de Phili- 
pinas, a un Amigo ſuyo en Eſpagna, que le pregunta el Na- 
turel y Genio de los Inclios Naturales de Eſtas Iſlas. MS. 4to 


Piedrahina (Luc. Fern.) Hiſtoria general de las Conquiltas 
del Nuevo Reyno de Granada, iol. Ambres. 


Pinelo (Ant. de Leon) Fpitome de la Bibliotheca Oriental y 


Occidental en que ſe contienen los Eſcritores, de las Indias 
Orientales y Occidentales, fol. 2 vols, Mad. 1737. 

Pinzonius ſocius Admirantis Columbi—Navigatio & res per 
cum re Nee Enſt. Nov. Orb. Grynæi, p. 119. 


Pizarrs 


$31 


eee 5 
Donn En : 2 on CE TT 


— — —— —B— — — — 
. 


332 


A CATALOGUE OF 
Pizarro y Orellana (D. Fern.) Varones illuſtres del N. Mun- 


do, fol. Mad. 1639. | 
pPuente (D. Jos. Martinez de la) Compendio de las Hiſtorias 
de los Deſcubrimientos de la India Oriental y ſus Iſlas, 4to. 


OR. 1681. 


2 
Quir (Ferd. de) Terra Auftralis Incognita, or a new Sou- 


thern Diſcovery, containing a fifth Part of the W orld lately 
found out, "$0. Lond. 1 5 


R 


Real Compagnia Guipuzcoana de Caracas, Noticias hiſto- 


riales Practicas, de los Succeſſos y Adelantamientos de eſta 
Compagnia deſde ſu Fundacion en 1728 haſta 1764, 4to. 


1765. 


Recopilacion de Leyes de los Reynos de las Indias, fol. 4 


vols. Mad. 1786. 


Relatione d'un Gentilhuomo del Sig. Fern. Corteſe della 


gran Citta Temiſtatan, TOY) & delle altre cole della Nova 
Spagna. Exſt. Ramuſ. III. 3 
Remeſal (Fr. Ant.) Hiſtoria general de lay Indias Occiden- | 


tales y particular de la Governacion de Chiapa y Guatimala, 
fol. Mad, 1620. 


Ribadeneyra (D. Diego Portichuelo de) Relacion del Viage 
deſde que ſalio de Lim a, haſta que Ilego a Eipagra, 4to. Mad. 


1057 

Ribandeneyra y Barrientos (D. Ant. Joach. ) Manuel Com: 
perdio de el Regio Patronato Indiano, fol. Mad. 1755. 

Ribas (Andr. Perez de) Hiſtoria de les T'riumphos de Neuf. 
tra Sta Fe, entre Gentes las mas Barbaras, en las miſſiones de 
Nueva Eſpagna, fol. Mad. 1645. 

Riol (D. Santiago) Repreſentacion a Philipe V. ſobre el eſ- 


tado actual de los Papeles univerſales de la Monarchia, MS. 


Rocha Pitta (Sebaſtiano de) Hiſtoria da America Portougue- 


ꝛa des de o Anno de 150 de tu Deſcobrimento ate o de 1724, 


fol. Liſboa 1730. 
Rodriguez (Manuel,) Explicacion de la Bulla de la Santa 


Cruzado, ato. Alcala, 1589. 


Mad. 1684. | 
Roman (Heron. 2 Republics 5 del Mundo, fol. 3 vols. Mad. 


1 


595 
Roſende (P. Ant. Gonz. de) Vida del Juan de Palafox Ar- 
Ruiz 


zohiſpo de Mexico, fol. Mad. 1671. 


— . Man. ) El Mara agnon y Amazonas, Hiſtoria de 


los Deſcubrimicntos, Entradas y Reduction de Naciones, fol. 
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Ruiz (P. Ant.) Conquiſta Eſpiritual hecha por los Religioſos 


de la Compagnia de Jefus, en las Provincias de la Paraguay 


Uragay, Parana y 5 4to. Mad. 1639. 


8 


Salazar de Mendoza (D. Pedro) Monarquia de Elpagns, 
tom. i, 11, iii, fol. Mad. 1770. 
Salazar y Olarte (D. Ignacio) Eri de la Conquiſta de 


EF Mexico ſegunda parte No place nor year. 


Salazar y Zevallos (D. Alonz. Ed. de) Conſtituciones y Or- 
denanzas antiguas Agnadidas y Modernas de la Real Univerſi- 
dad y eſtudio general de San Marcos de la Ciudad de los Reyes 
del Peru, fol. En la Ciudad de los Reyes, 1735. 

Sanchez (Ant. Ribero) Diſſertation ſur POrigine de la Ma- 
ladie Venerienne, dans laquelle on prouve qu'elle n'a point ete 
portee de Amerique, 1 2mo. Paris, 1 765. 

Sarmiento de Gamboa (Pedro de) VI iage al Eſtrecho de 
Magellanes, 4to. Mad. 1768. 


Santa Cruz (El Marques) Comercio Suelto y en Comp nias 
| General, 12mo. Mad. 1732. | 


Schemidel (Hulderico) Hiſtoria y Deſcubrimiento del Rio 
de la Plata y Paraguay. Exſt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. iii. 

Sebara da Sylva (Jos. de) Recueil Chronologique & Analyti- 
que de tout ce qu'a fait en Portugal la Societe dite de Jeſus, 
depuis ſon entree dans ce Royaume en 1540 julqu'a fon Ex- 
pulſion en 1759, 12mo. I vols. Liſb. 1769. 

Sepulveda (Geneſius) 
tim in Indos Novi Orbis. 


Seyxas y Lovero (D. Fr.) Theatro Naval Hydrographic, 


4to. 1045. 


Deſcripcion Geopraphics y Derrotero de la Re- 
gion Aſtral Magellanica, 4to. Mad. 1690. 

Simon (Pedro) Noticias Hiſtoriales de las Conquiſtas de Tier- 
ra Firme en las Indias Occidentales, fol. Cuenca, 1627. 

N (D. Ant. de) Hiſtoria de las Con quiſtas de Mexico, 

Mad. 1684. 

— Hiftory of the conqueſt if Mexico.— Tran ated 
by Townſend, fol. 1724. 

Solorzano Perreira (Joan.) Politica Indiana. 
De Indiarum jure five de juſta Indiarum Occiden- 
talium Gubernatione, fol. 2 vols. Lugd. 1672: 
De Indiarum Jure, fol Matriti, 2 vols. fol. 1629. 
| Suares de Figueroa (Chriſtov.) Hechos de D. Garcia Hur⸗ 

tado de Mendoza, 1 Mad. 161 3. 


. 
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'E 
 TParragones (Hieron. Gir.) Dos Libros de en e 


4to. Milan, 1556. 
Techo (F. Nichol. de) The Hiſtory of the Provinces Pari- 


guay, Tucuman, Rio de la Plata, &c. Exſt. Churchill's Coll. 


Torquemada (Juan de) Monarquia Indiana, fol. 3 vols. 


Mad. 1723. 
Torres (Sim. Per. de) Viage del Mundo. 
Prim III. 


Exſt. Barcia Hiſt, 
(Franc. Caro de) Hiſtoria de las Ordenes Mili- 


tares de Santiago, Calatrava y Alcantara, deſde fu Fundacion 


haſta el Rey D. Felipe II. Adminiſtador perpetuo dellas, fol. 


Mad. 1629. 


Torribio (P. F. Jos.) Aparato para la Hiſtoria Natura 


Eſpagna la fol. Mad. 1754. 


Diſſertacion Hiſtorico Politica y en mucha parte 


Geograbica de las Iſlas Thilipinas, I21M0. Mad. 1753. 


U 


Ulloa b. Ant. de) Voyage Hiſtorique de Amerique Meri 


dionale, 4to. 2 tom. Paris, 1752. 
— Noticias Americanas, Evieptenimidatol Phyſicos 


Hiſtoricus, ſobre la America Meridional y le Septentrional 


Oriental, 4to. Mad. 1772. 
(Franc.) Navigatione per ſcoprire FIſole delle 


Specierie no al Mare detto Vermejo nel 1539. Exſt. Ramui 


de Marina, fol. Mad. 1757. 
The Theory and practice of Commerce, and 


Martine Affairs, 8yo. 2 vols. Lond, 1751. 


V 


Venegas (Migule) A Natural and Civil Hifory of California, MW 


Byo. 2 vols. Lond. 1759. 
Varages (D. Thom. Famaio de) Reſtauracion de la Ciudad 


del Salvador y Bair de Todos Sanctos en la Provincia del Bra- 
ſil, 4to. Mad. 1628. 


Vargas Machuca (D. Bern. de) Milicia y Deſcripcion de las 


Indias, 4to. Mad. 1699. | 
Vega (LU Vnca Garcilaſſo de la) Hiſtoire des Guerres Civiles : 


des Eipagnoles dans les Indes, par Be audouin, to. 2 tom: 


Paris 1648. Vers 


. ⁵— SS or Wy rr 


(D. Bernardo) Retabliſſement des ManufaRure 


©. Commerce eee 12mo. Amſt. 1753. 
Uztariz (D. Geron.) Theoria y Practica de Commercio & 


— | 


Vo 


belli contra eos, Ato. Mad. 1766 
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Vega (Garcilaſfo de la) Hilloire de la Soncquete de la 
Ploride. Traduite, par Richelet, 12mo. 2 tom. Leyd. 


BY Ws 
| Royal Commentaries of Peru, by Rycaut, fol. 
Lond. 1688. 


Veitia Linage (Jos.) The Spaniſh Rule of Trade to the 
Weſt Indies, Svo. Lond. 1702. 


Norte de la Contratacion de las Indias Occiden- 


tales, fol. Sevill. 1672. 


Verazzano (Gov. ) Relatione del! 
El 


Wy 


nel 1524. Exſt. Ramuſio III. p. 
Viage de Eſpagna, 12mo. 6 tom. Mad. 1776. 
Victoria (Fran.) Relationes Theglovicz de ! 


Terra per lui Scoperta 


— 
20. 


ndis & de jure 


Viera y Clavijo (D. Jos.) Noticias de la Hiſtoria general 
de las Iſlas de Canaria, 4to. 2 tom. Mad. 1772 | 


GC » 


Villagra (Gaſp. de) Hiſtoria de Nueva Mexico Poema, 
12mo. Alcala, 1610. 


Villa Segnor y Sanchez Tk Jos. Ant.) Theatro Ameri— 
cano. De bo ription g general de los eynos y Provincias de la 
Nueva Eſpagna, fol. 2 tom. Mex. 1745. 


X 


Xerer (Franc. de) Verdadera Relacion de la Conquiſta del 
Peru y Provincia de Cuzco, Embiaca al Emperador Carlos V. 
Exſt. Barcia Hiſt. Prim. tom. III. 


Relatione, &c: &c. Exſt [RED muſio III. 37 


ow 44 


N (Aug. de) Hiſtoria del Deſcubrümiento y Conguilta 
ela Provincia del Peru. Exſt. Barcia. Fire. POM, tom, III. 
Hiſtoire de la Decouverte & de la 2 Conquete du 
Perou, 12mo. 2 tom. Paris, 1742. | 

Zavala y Augnon (D. Miguel de) Repreſen ntacion al Rey 
N. Segnor D. Philipe V. dirigida al 14s ſeguro Aumento 
del Real Erario. No place, 1732. 

Zevallos (D. Pedro Ordognez de) Fiſtoria y Viage del 


Mundo, 4to. Mad. 1691. 
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N. B. The Roma 


A 


ArrsSinNA an embaſi 
that 5 by John II. 
Portugal, i. 55. 

Acapulca, 8 nature of the trade carried 
on from thence to Manila, ii. 427. 
Amount of the treaſure on board the 
ſhip taken by Lord Anſon, 511. 

Acoſta, his method of accounting for 


the different degrees of heat, in the 


old and new continents, i. 448. 


Adair, his account of che revengeful 


temper of the native Americans, i. 
475. 
Adanſon, his juſtifi cation of Hinno's ac- 
ount of the en ſeas, . 42 
Abies, the weſtern coatt OT, füt ex- 


plored by order of John I. Ring of 


Portugal, i. 40. Is diſcovered from 
Cape Non, to Bojador, 42. Cape 
Bojador doubled, 4b. The countries 
uch ware of the River Serezal diſ- 
covered, 52. Cap of Good Hope ſeen 
by Bartholomew Diaz, 55. Cauſes 
the extreme heat of the elimate t 
254; Ignorance of the ancient aſtio- 
nomers concerning, 423. 

Th Ticulture, the ſtate of, among the na- 
tive Americans, i 328 1 wo princi- 
pal cauſes of the defects of, ; 
| Aguada, is ſent to Hiſp ani la, a 
miſſioner to inſpect the con4 
Columbus, i. 130. 

irular, Jerom ae, is relieved from a 


long captivity among the Indians at 


Commit: by Fernando Cortes, 11. 10. 
Meuguergue, Rodrigo, his berbarous 


o the olume, and the Figures 
Page 
7 


W ol the Indians of Hiſpanio- 
la, 1. 214. 


1 in the Sp 921 iſh Cuſtoms, the 


term explained, fl. $1.4. 


Hlerander the Great, his political cha- 


rafter, 1. 14. His motive in founding 
the city of Alexandria, 15. His dif: 
coveries in India, 16. 


Alexander VI. Pope, grants to Ferdi- 


nand and Iſabe 11 of Caſtile the right 
of all their weſtern di e 113. 
Sends miſſionaries with Columbus on 
his ſecond voyage, 114. 


Almagro, Diego ce, his birth and cha- 


tacter, i. 149. Aflociates with Pizar- 

ro and de Luque, in a voyage of diſ- 

CV x, 150. 1118 A ſu COL isful ate 
* 


(en pts, 151. 18 ne glected by Pizar 
in his Spani in ne gotlation, 159. Is re- 


coniciled t bin N 160. Brings rein- 


forceinents to Pizarro at "ng 178 
Beginning ct diflenſions between him 
and Pizarro, 192: Invades Chili, 195. 
| gover nor cf Chili, and 
marches to Cuſco, 199. Seizes Caſco 
out ef the hands: of Pizatro, 201. 
Defeats Alvarado, and takes him pri- 
ſonler, bid. Is deceived by. the artful 
negotiations ci Francis Pizarro, 203. 
Is defeated. by the Pizarrcs, 206. Is 
taken priſoner, 207, ls tried and 
condemned, 208. Is Put to death, 
20 


Almagro the ſon, affords refuge to his 


father's S followers at Lima, 11,217. His 
character, ibid. Heads a conſpiracy 
againſt Francis Pizarro, 218. Pizarro 
aJubinated; 219. Is acknowledged as 
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his ſucceſſor, 220. His precarious 
fituation, 221. Is defeated by Vaca 
de Caitro, 223. Is betrayed and ex- 


„ eEcnded, 224. 
Almajoriſuſgo, in the Spaniſh American 


cuſtoms, the amount ot, ii. 514. 


Alvarado, Alonzo, is ſent: from Lima, 


by Francis Pizarro, with a body of 
Spaniards to relieve his brothers at 
Cuſco, ii. 201. Is taken priſoner 
by Almagio, 202. His ecape, RJ 

25 
command at Mexico, while he marct- 
ech againſt Narvaez, ii. 78. He is 
beſicged by the Mexicans, 84. His 
Impudent & -onduct, 85, His expe- 
dition to Qutlo in Peru, L130. 
[A898 à CON iwmunite of, tera to exiſt 
in- South America, by Francis Orel- 
Land; ii. 215. 


| America, the continent of -Uſcorered by 


Chriſtopher Columbus, 1. 138. How 
it obtained this name, 149. Ferdi- 
nand of Caſtile nominates two go- 
vernments in, 192. he propoſitions 
offered to the nat: yes, ibid. Ill recep- 
tion of Ojeda and Nicueſſa among 
them, 193. The South Sea diſcover- 
ed by Dalboa, 206. Rio de Plata diſco- 
vered, 2 2 13. The natives of, injurioully 
treated by the Spaniarde, 233. The 
vet extent of, 248. Ihe grand ob- 


jects it prefenied to view, 249, The 


circumſtances of, favou irc ble tor Com- 
nicrce and civiifzat oh 250. The cli-⸗ 
mates of, 252. V ations cauſes of the 
peculiarity of its e e 253 
rüde and uncuitiveteg K ate en Ben first 
diſeovered, 247. lis animals, 259. its 
injects and reptiles 261. Birds, 20 


= 


_ Gerieral account ef its foil, 262. In- 


quiry into the firft pop, lation of, 204. 
Could got b:  PEOp 42s bY civilized nati- 
ons, 270. The nc rthern extremity of, 
contiguous to Aha, 273. Prob ably 
peopled by Aſia ice, 2.00, Con ep 
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parts of the earth, 282. The Peru- 
Viatis and Mexicans Cxcented 283 
The firſt diicovezers. 1ncepable ot a 
zudicious ſpeculative exgminttion 
288. The various ſyfteme of philot 
phers reſpecting the natives, 286. 
Method obſerved in the prefert ic VIEW 
of their bodily con!iitution . and cir- 
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cumſtances, 288. The venereal di. 
eaſe derived from this part of the 
world, 307. Why ſo thinly inhabited, 
337. The country depopulated by 
cont inual wars, 366. Cauſe of the ex- 
treme coldneſs towards the fouthern 
extremity of, 451, The natural un- 
cultivated ſtate of the country deſcrib- 


ed, 453. Bones of large extinct ſpecies 


of animals diſcovered under ground 
near the banks of the Ohio, 454. 
Why European animals degeneratz 
there, 455. Suppoſed to have under- 
gone a convulſive ſeparation from Aua, 
459. Cauſes of the depopulation 
ot, traced, ii. 346. This depopulz- 
tion not the reſult of any intentions! 
ſyſtem of policy, 348. Nor the 
retult of religion, 330. Numbe— 
of Indian natives ftill remaining in 
I! exico and Peru, 351. All the 8 Spa- 
niſh dominions there ſubjected to two 
viceroys, 254. Its third viceroyalty 
lately eſtabliſhed, 355. See Mex:-:, 
Peru, Cortes, Pirarro, 8 
Am: ricans, native in Spaniſh America, 
their vudily conſtitution and Compiex!- 
on, 1. 289. Their ſtrength and ab1h1- 
ties, 2905 Their inſenſibility with 
regard to their women, 292. No de. 
formities in their frame, 296. Iii 
eireumſtance accounted for, 297, 
Uniformity of their colour, 293. 4 
pecuitar race deſcribed, 301. Tit 
E!quimaux, 302, Patagonians, 30} 
The exif ene of Patagonian giants yc: 
eee e decided, 305. Ihen 
diſcaſes, 306. 'The venereal diſeele, 
peculiarly. theirs, 307. The powe:! 
and qualities of their minds, 500 
Are only ſolicitous to ſupply ina: 
diate wants, 310. The art of compu: 
tation ſcarcely known to them, 724 
Have no abfiratt_'1deas; 3122 . 
North Americans much more intes. 
gent than thoſe of the South, 


„ x n : , . 

1hert zverſion to labour, 316. 
tool ate, 317. Domeftic: 3 
ibid. Te women; 318. Their 
men not prolific, 32 1. Their pu 
tal etfeckion and filial duty; 32 
heir modes of ſubſiſtence, 324 


11 4 AC T A1 £. 
lng, 225. Hunting, 320. 


1 „ 
neu Cult du ics 329. 4 wo PI. 
J 4 » 2 ? £ 1 1 = 1 . » 
Cinies of the detects of their 3 
culture, 332, Their want : of t 


«7 1 
Anl.: 


er 


— 


PI 


„ ty CES and. 


2 


LI G3 25 


a G3 


9 


gs) bt s 
— 


! N D 


animals, bid, Their want of uſeful 


metals, 334. Their political ipſtitu- 


tions, 336. Were divided into fmall 
independent communities, id. Un 
acquainted with the idea of property, 
337. Their bigh ſenſe of equality 
and independence, 338. Their ide⸗ 
of ſubordination imperfect, 340. To 


What tribe theſe deſcriptions apply, 


341. Some exceptions, 343. 
da, ibid, The Natchez, 344. The 
iſſands, 345. In Bogota, 76:4, Inqui- 
ry into the cauies of theſe 1rregulart- 
ties, 340. Their art of war, 349. 
Their motives to n 350. 
Cauſes of their ferocity, 351. Perpe- 
tuity of their animofities, 3 352 Their 
modes of conducting wer, 353. Are 
not deſtitute of courage and fortitude 
355. Incapable of military diſcipline, 
256, Their treatment of priſoners, 
357. Their fortitude under torture, 
359. Never eat human fleſh but to 
gratify revenge, 361, How the South 
Americans treated their priſoners, 
362. Their military education, 363. 
Strange method of chufing a captain 
among the Indians en the banks of the 
Orinoco, ibid. Their numbe rs waſted 
by continual wars, 366. Their tribes 
now recruit their numbers by adopt- 
ing priſoners, 367. Are never. for- 
midable in war, to more poliſhed na- 
tions, 368. Their arts, dreſs, and 
ornaments, 369. Their habitations, 
372. Their arms, 374. Their do- 
meſtic utenſils, 375. Conſtruction of 
their canbes, 376. The liſtleſfnefs 
with which they apply to labour, 
377. Their religion, 378. Some 
tribes altogether deſtitute of any, 38 
Remarkabie arverſi y in their jelio; - 
ous notions, 384. Their ideas of the 
immortality of the ſoul, 387. 

modes of burial, 388. "Why their 
phyſicians pretend ts. be conjurers, 
390. Their love of daneing, 393. 
Their 1mmoderate pation for gs ming, 
395. Are e extremely addicted to drunk- 
enneſs, 396. Put their aged and 
incurable to death, 400. General 
eſtimate. of their charger, 401. 
Their intellectual powers, 402. Their 
political talents, 403. Pouweis of af- 
tection, 404. Hardneſs of heart, 405. 
1heir inſenfibility, 406. Taciturnity, 
407. Their cunning, 408. Their 
virti ies, 409. Their ſpirit of inde⸗ 
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pendence, 410. Fortitude, %. At- 
tachment to their community, 41. 
Their fatisfadion with their own 
condition, d. General caution with 
repent to this inquiry, 414. Two 

[inguiſhable: claſles of, 416. Ex- 
ceptions as to their char; acter, 417 
Their characteriſtic features deferibed; 
460. Inſtances of their perſeveting 
ſpeed, 461. An andpathy induftti- 
oully encouraged between them and 
the negices in America, by the Spa- 
nia;ds, i. 369. Their preſen t con- 
dition, 370. How taxed, 37 1. Stated 
fervices demanded from them, 372. 
Mode of exas ing theſe ſervices, 373. 
How gove Protector of the 
Inaians, his function, 374. Reaſons 
W Py fo ſraall a progreis 15 made in 
their converſion, 384. 

As 761190 Vetpucci, 50 bliſhes the ſirſt 
witten account of the New VW orld, and 
hence gave name to America, i. 149. 
His claim as a diſcoverer examined, 
4.1, 

HAnacba na, a female cazique of Hiſpanio- 

her baſe and cruel ul. * 
Spaniards, i. 180. 


I ied, et. 


Andes, ſtupendous height: and extent ot 
; 1 
ti = range of mountains, i. 249. 4 heir 


height compared with other moun- 
tains, 446. Gonzabo Pizarro's re- 
markable expedition el, 11. 213 


. 5 i 78 pt A i * 
Arixials-Varge, very few found in Ame- 
rica at its Hirſt Chis, 1:::2:56; 


Antiruts, caule of the imperfection of 
the. art of navigation among them, i. 
4. Their geographical kno: wledge ex- 
k 


remely.contined, : 2 
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Arobians, peculiarly attached to the 
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Argenauts, the ez tion of, why 70 
CI 


? ; 
tamons among the Greeks, i. 12. 
$* 2 g 5 » 
Arithmetic, or computation, the artet, 


hardly known to the native Ameri- 
| eam e, i. 3 5 | 
Atce{iio, father, his extraordinary miſſion 
to the win de of the Tartars, ; 32. 
Aſiatic d Reg vertes made by the Rufflans, 
whe: the nature of explained, 
3, Fhe frauds in, and Now put 
en end te 4c, 508. 
At: pialta, is left UY his father Huaſcar 
13 bg in the kingdom of Quito, 
ii. Defeats his brother Nualcar, 
a 10 1 nps the empire of Peru, ibid. 
Sends preſents to Pzatro, 170. Viſits 
Pizarro, 


| 
| 
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Pizarro, 173. Is perſiviouſly ſeized 
by him, 1976; Agrees with Pizarro 
on a raniom, 177. 18 refiiſed his 
liberty, 180. Bis bei2yicur during 
his confinement, 183. A form of 
trial beſtowed on him, 184. Is put 
to death, 185, Compariſin of authc- 
rities relating to his tranſactions with, 
and treatment by Fizarro, 468. 
Audience of new Spain, board of, efa- 
bliſhed by the Emperor Charles V. ii. 
143. Courts of their e 
5 ts 
Averia, a Spaniſh-4 tax for convoy to and 
from America, when firſt impoſed, 
11. 514. Its rate, 51 
Azores, thoſe iſlands diſcovered by the 
Portugueſe, i. 50, 


L 
B 


. * 9 — N 
Laibon, Vaſco MN aznez de, ſettles a co- 


lony at Sante 8 A on the gulph of 
Darien, i. 194, Receives intelligence 
of =” rich c ue of Peru, 200. 
His charges, 202. Merches .acro:s 
the inth mas. 203. Diſcovers the 
Scuthe „Ocean, 204. Returns, 205. 
Is ju; r ted BE Bis 3 nd by the 
appointment Pedrartas:Davila, 207. 


Is fined. by Pedrattias for "a mer tranke 
actions, 208, Is appointed ljeutenar.t 
governor of the countries on the 
South Sea, and marries. Pedrarias's 
daughter, 210. Is arrenled and put 
to death by Pegrarias, 211. 

Bark, Jeſuits, a production peculiar to 
Peru 1 ii. 392. . 

Barrere, his deſcription of the cer ſtiue- 
tion of Indian houſes A, 492. 

Bebring and Tichirikow, Rufſian navi- 
gators, thought t have diſcovered the 
northweſt extremity of America from 
the eaſtward, i. 275 Uncertainty 

of their accounts, 458. 

Benalcazar, governor of St. Michael, 
reduces the kingdom cf Quito, ii. 
188. Is deprived of his command 
by Pizarro, 213. 

Benjamin the Jew of Tudela, his extra- 
ordinary travels, 1. 31. 

Bernaldes, inſt nce of the Bravery of 
the Caribdecs, mentioned by him, i. 
437, | 

Bethinconrt, John de, a Norman baron, 
conquers and n+ iivfies. the Canary 
iſlands, 1, 38. 
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Birds, an acount of thoſe natural to 
America, i. 262, The flight of, 
often ſtretch to an immenſe diſtance 
irom land, 431. 

Bogota in America, ſome account of the 
inhabitants of, i. 345. Cauſes of their 
tame ſubmiſſion to the Spaniards, 348. 

_ 'Theirreligious doctrines and rites, 386. 

Bador, cape, the firſt diſcovery of, i. 
42. Is doubled by the hehe. pores diſ- 


coverers, 46, 


Beſſu, his account of the American war 


ſong, 1. 478. 
Bovadilla: Francis FRE is ſent to Hiſpa- 


niola to enquire into the conduct of 


Columbus, 1. 154. Sends Columbus 

home in irons, 155. Is degraded, 
158, 161. 

2 oo lle, oy defence of the Periplus 
of Jianno 7 5 

B % Ces, M. charaer of the native 
Pe. avians, 1 * | 

Brajil,: the coaſt of, "Of were by Al 


— 


rez Cabral, i. 151. Remarks on the 


2 8 „5. 4251. 
Eriages, Peruvian, deſcribed, 11. 489. 
Bienos ee in South America, fume 
account of that province, ii. 336. 
Zu!i's paval, of no force in Spaniſh 
America, before examined and ap- 
proved by the royal council of the 
Indies: 11, 377. See Cruzado, 

Purial of the dead, American mode of, 
1. 388. 


C 


Cabral, Alvarez, a Portugueſe comman- 
der, diſcovers the coaſt of Braſil, 
15 * | 


1. 


Cacao, the beſt in quality, produced in 


the Spaniſh American colonies, 11. 
303. The preparation of chocolate 
trom, derived from the ATTN, 
412. 

Cadiz, the galeons and flota removed 
thither from Seville, 11. 401. 


Califurria, the peninſula of, diſcovered 


by Fernando Cortes, 11. 144, The 
true ſtate ef this country long un- 
known, 329. Why depreciated by 
the Jeſuits; 330. Favourable ac- 
count of, given by Don Joſeph Gal- 
vez, ibid. 

Californians, the character of, by 20 
Venegas, i. 467. 

Campeuchy, diſcovered by Cordova, who 
1s repulſed bythe natives, i. 239. 

Canipomane:, 
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Campomanes, Don Pedro Rodtiguer, 
character of his political and com- 


mercial writings, ii. 511. His ac- 


count of the produce of the * 
American mines, 516. 

Canary iſlands erected into a Kingdom by 
pope Clement VI. i. 37. Are con- 
quered by John de Bethencourt, 38. 

Cannibals, no people ever found to eat 
human fleſh for ſubſiſtence, though 
often for revenge, i. 361. 478. 

Canoes, American, the conſtruction of, 
deſcribed, i. 376. 

Caraccas, eſtabliſhment of the. company 
trading to that coaſt, ii. 413. Growth 
of the trade, 509. 

Caribbee iſlands, diſcovered by Colum- 
bus 1n his ſecond Voyage, i. 114. 
Caribbees, their ſpirit peculiarly fierce, i. 
417. Their character by M. de 
Chanvalon, 466. Probable conjec- 
ture as to the diſtinction in character 
between them and the natives of the 
larger iſlands, 488. | 

Carpini, his extraordinary miſſion to 
the prince of the Tartars, 1. 32. 

Carthagena, the harbour of, the ſafeſt and 

beſt fortified of any in all the Sp..nifh 
American dominions, ji. 339. 


Carthaginians, ſtate of commerce and 


navigation amonę, 1, 8. The famous 
voyages of Hano and Himilco, o. 


\ Carvajal, Franciſco de, contributes to 


Vaca de Caftro's victory over young 
Almagro, 11. 224, Encourages Gon- 
zalo Pizarro to aſſume the govern— 


ment of Peru, 238. Adviſes 8 


to aſſume the e of the coun. 


try, 243. Is ezed by Gaſca and 
executed, 257. 


Caſtilla, Heres! 5132 del, character of 


bis Hiſtoria 0 de la Con- 
quiſta de la Nueva Eſpagna, ii. 444. 
enteno, Diego, revolts from Gonzalo 
Pizarro to the viceroy of Peru, 11. 
240. Is defeated by Carvajal, and ſe- 
cretes himſelf in a cave, 242. Sallies 
out and ſeizes. Cuzco, 283. Is re- 
duced by Pizarro, 254. Is employed 
by Gaica to make diſcoveries in the 
regions about the river Plata, 262. 
Chanwalon, M. de, his character of the 
native Caribbees, 1. 466. 
Couperones, in the Spaniſh American 
colonigs, who thus diſtingu! ſhed, 11, 
008 


Charles Nil, king 


O 


f Spain, eſtabliſhes 
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packet boats between Spain and the 
colonies, ii. 415. Allows free trade 
to the windward iſlands, 416. Grants 
the colonies a free trade with each 
other, 418. 
Charles V. emperor, ſends Roderigo de 


Figueroa to Hiſpaniola, - as chief 


judge, to regulate the treatment of 
the Indians, i. 225. Cauſes this 
ſubject to be debated before him, 2 230. 
Equips a ſquadron at the ſolicitation 
of Ferdinand Magellan, 11. 129. Ke- 
ſigns his claim on the Moluccas to 
the Portugueſe, 133. Appoints Cor- 
tes governor of New Spain, 135. Re- 
wards him on coming home, 142. 
Eſtabliſhes a board called the Audi- 
ence of New Spain, 143. His con- 
ſultations on American affairs, 225, 
F ftabliſhes new regulations, 229. 


Chili, is invaded by Almagro, ii. 195, 
Ho ſubjected by the Spaniards, 332. 


Excellence of its climate and fol}, 
333. Cauſe of its being neglected, 
334. Proſpect of its improvement, 
5124 
N 3 | 

Chiguitos, political ſtate of that people, 
from Fernandez, 1. 475. 


Cbocolate, the uſe of, derived from the 


Mexicans, ii. 412. 


Chalula, in Mexico, 171 of Cortes 
there, with ſome account of the town, 


11. 46. A conſpiracy againſt Cortes 
dilcovered, and the inhabitants de- 
ſtroyed, 48. 
Cicero, inſtance of his ignorance in geo- 
graphy, i. 426. 
Cinaloa, political ſtate of the people 
there, i. 474. Their mode of living, 


481. Are deſtitute of all religion, 
484. Extraordinary large grain of 


geld found there, ii. 490. 

Cineguilla, in the province of Sonora, 
late ditcoveries of rich mines made 
there by the Spaniards, ii. 328. Pre- 
bable effects of theſe diſcoveries, 329. 


Clement VI. pope, erects the Canary 


ilands into a kingdom, i. 27. 
Climates, ee by a variety of 
cauies, i. 252. Their operation on man- 


kind, 414 Inquiry into the cauſe of 


the different degrees of heat in, 448. 
Cochineal, an important production, al- 
oſt peculiar to New Spain, ii. 393. 
Cold, extraordinary precom*nance of, in 
the climates of America, i. 252. 
Cauſes of this peculiarity, 253. 

| Colanics, 
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Colonies, Spaniſh American, view of the 


policy and trade of, 11. 345 Depo- 
pulation the firſt effect vi them, ibid. 
Cauſes of this depopulatic1,346, The 
ſmall-pox very fatal to, 348. Gene- 
ra] idea of the Spaniſh policy 1.., 352. 
Early interpofition of the regal au- 
thority in, 353. An excluſive trade 
the firſt object in, 360. Compared 
with thoſe of antient Greece and 
Rome, 361. The great reſtrictions 
they aie ſubject to, 362. Slow pro- 


greſs of their population from Europe, 


363. Are diſcouſ aged by the ſtate of 


property there, ibid. And by the na- 
ture of their eccleſiaſtical policy, 365. 


The various claſſes of people in, 366. 


Eccleſiaſtical conſtitutlon of, 376. 
Form and endowments of the church 
there, 377. Pernicious effects of 


monaſtic inſtitutions there, 378. 


Character of the eccleßaſtics there, 
379. Productions of, 387. The 
mines, ibid. Thoſe of "Potoſi and 
Sacotecas, 268. The ſpirit with which 


they are worked, 390. Fotal effects 
of Unis ardour, 391. Other commo- 


dities that compose the commei ce y 


293. Am zing increaſc of hoine 


cattle there, 394. Adijant: 885 K hic! il 
Spain formerly derived flem them, 
ibid, Why the ſa Me advantages Gigs 


not ſtill received, 396. Guaiva cof- 


tas employed to check the cont: aband 
trade in, 409. Ihe uſe of regiſter 


ſhips introduced, 410. And gaievns 
laid aſide, 411. Company of the 


Caraccas inſtituted, 413. Eſtabliſh- 


ment of regular packet-boats to, 415. 


Free trade permic ted between them, 
418. New regulations in the govein- 
ment df, 420. Reformation of the 
courts of juſtice, ibid. A fourth vice- 
royaliy eſtabliſhed, 4ar. Attempts 
to reform domeſtic policy, 423. Their 
trade with the Philippine iflands, 
420. Revenue Gerived from, by 
Spain, 429. Expence of adminifira- 
tion there, 432. State of population 
in, 494. The number of monaſteries 
there, 50 1. See Mexic , Peru, &, 


Columbus, "Bartholomew, is ſent by bis 


brother Chriſtopher to negoctate with 
Henry VII. king of England, i. 70. 


'The misforiunes of his voyage, 73. 


Follows his brother to Hiſpanioia, 123. 
Is veſted with the edminiſtration of 


_ affairs there by his brother on his re- 
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turn to Spain, 131. Founds the town 
of St. Domingo, 139. 


Columbus, Chriſtopher, birth and educa- 


tion of, i. 59. His early voyages, 60. 
Marries and ſettles at Liſbon, 61. His 
geographical reflections, 63. Con- 
ceives the idea of making diſcoveries 
to the weſtward, 65. Offers his ſervices 
to the Genoeſe ſenate, 67. Cauſe of 
his overtures being rejected in Portu- 
gal, (g. Applies to the courts of 
Caſtile and England, ibid. His pro- 
poſal how treated by the Spaniſh geo- 
graphers, 71. Is patronized by Juan 
Perez, 74. His propoſals again re- 
jected, 75. Is invited by Habella, and 
engaged in the Spaniſh ſervice, 79. 
Preparations for bis voyage, 80. The 
amount of his equipment, 81, Sails 


from Spain, 82. His vigilant atten- 
tion to all circunNtances during his 


voyage, 984. Apprehenſions of his 
crew, 85. His addreſs in quieting 
their cabals, 87. Indications of their 
approaching land, 89. An ifland 
diſcove:ied, go. He lands, 91. Eis in- 
terview with the natives, 92. Names 
the iſlan Sun Salvadore, 93. Proſe- 
cuties Eis diſcoveries ſouthward, 94. 
Diſcovers and lands on the Ifland uf 

Cobs gg. Diicovers Hiſpaniola, 96. 
Sufe:s Ripwreck, but is ſaved by the 
Iadians, 99. Euilds a fort, 102. Re- 
turns to Europe, 104. His expedi- 
ent to preſerve the memory of his di- 
coveries du ing a ſtorm, 106 Arrives 
at the Azores, ibid. Arrives at Lijbun, 


107. His reception in Spain, 108. 


Bis audience with Ferdinand and Ha— 
bella, 109. His «equipment for a ſe- 
cond voyage, 112, Diſcovers the Ca- 
ribbee iſlands, 114. Finds his colony 


on Hiſpaniola deſtroyed, 115. Builes 


a City, which he calls Iſabella, 117. 
Viſits the interior parts of the country, 
119. His men diſconiented and facti- 
ous, 120. Diſcovers the iſland of Ja- 
maica, 122. 'vieets his brother Bar- 
tholomew st Iſabella, 123. Ihe na- 
tives il] uſed by his men, and begin to 
be alarmed, i24. He defeats the Indi- 
ans, 127. Exacts tribute from them, 


| 128. Returns to Spain to juſtitz his 


conduct, 135. Is furniſhed with a more 
regular pla ih For colonization, 133.1 
third voyage, 136. Diſcovers the 
iſland of J rinidad, 137. Diſcovers the 
continent 


0 


continent of America, 138. State of 


Hiſpaniola on his arrival, 139. Com- 
poſes the mutiny of. Roldan and his 
adherents, 142. 1s diſtreſſed by the 


factious behaviour of his men, 152. 


Complaints carried to Spain again! 
him, 153. Is {ent home in irons, 155. 
Clears his conduct, but is not reſtored 
to his authority, 157, His {ol citati- 
ons neglected, 161, Forms new 
ſchemes of diſcovery, 162. 
in a fourth voyage, 164. His treat- 
ment at Hiſpaniola, Vid. Searches 
after a patlage to the Indian ocean, 


166, Is ſhipwrecked on the coaſt of. 


Jamaica, 167. His artifice to ſecure 
the friendſhip of the indians, 170. 
Is delivered and arrives at Hifp an 013, 
173. Returns to Spain, 174. His 
death, 175. His right to the original 
diſcovery of America defended, 434 
Columbus, Don Diego, ſues out his 
claims to his father's privileges, i. 
188. Marries and goes over to Hif- 
paniola, 189. Eſtabliſbes a pearl 
fiſhery at Cubagua, 1 . rofects the 
conqueſt of Cuba, 196. His 'mea- 
ſures thwarted. by Ferdinand, 213. 
Returns to Spain, 21 
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mencement is to be dated, i. 2. Mo- 
tives to an-1ntercourſs among. diſtant 


nations, 4. Still flouriſhed in the 
eaſtern empire after the ſubverfion of 
the weſtern, 26. Revival of; in Eu- 


rope, 28. 

Compaſs, mariner's, nav; ation extended 
more by the invention of, than by 
all the efforts of prec: 

35. By whom invent 

Condamine, M. his account © 
try at the foot of the Andes, in South 
America, i. 443. His remarks on 
nN of the native Ameri- 


ane, 466. 
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"Comp, the kinodom of, diicovered by 


the Portuzuele, i. 82. 

Conftan tincple, the conſeg nence of re- 
moving the ſeat of the Roman em- 
pire to, i. 24. Continued a commer- 

cial city after the extinction of the 
e es empire, 26. Became the 
chief mart: of Italy, 25, 

Cordova, Franciſco Hernandez, diſeo- 
vers. Yucatan, i. 238. Is jepulſed at 
Campeachy, and retur::s to Cuba, 239. 


Corita, Alonzo, his obſervations on the 


contraband trade of the Spaniſh colo- 


Engages 


E * 


nies, ii. 42 8. Character of his Ame- 
rican memoirs, 475. 

Corts, Fernando, his birth, education, 
and character, 11, 3. 15 by Vell 
quez appointed commander of the ar- 
mament fitted out by him againſt New 
. 4. Velaſquez becomes jealous 


of him, 6, Velaſquez. ſends orders 


to deprive him of his commiſſion, 
and lay him under arreſt, 7. 55 pro- 
tected by his troops, 8. The 2mount 
of his forces, 9. Reduces the In- 
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dians at Tabaſco, 11. Arrives at 


St. Juan de Ulua, ibid. His inter- 
view with two Mexican commancers, 
13. Sends preſents to Montezuma 
15. Receives others in return, 16. 
lis ſehemes, 21. Eſtabliſhes a form 
ot civil government, 24. Refigns his 
commiſſion under Velaſquez, and al- 
ſumes the command in the King's 
name, 27, His friend. ip courted by 
th Zempoalians, 28. Builds A fort, 
30. Concludes a forma! alliance Win 
{eve al caziques, hid. Ditcovers a 
conſpiracy among his men, and UENCOVS 
his ſhips, - 33. Advances into th 
country, 35. Is oppoſed by the Tlai- 
calans,. 37. Concludes a peace with 
them, 42. His raſh zeal, 44. Pro- 
ceeds to Cholula, 46. Diſcovers a 
contpiracy againſt him here, and. de- 
fkroys the! nhabitants, 48. Approaches 
in ſight ef the capital city of Mexico, 
50. His firſt interview with Monte- 
z uma, 51. His anxiety at his ſituati- 
on in the city of Mexico, 86. Seizes 
Montezuma, 60. Orders him to be 
ales, 2. ' Reaſons of his con- 


% 


duct, 63. Prevails on Montezuma to 


own himſelf a vallul to the Spaniſh 
crown, 66, Amount and diviſon of 
Ris treaſure, 67. Enragés the Mexi- 
cans by his imprudent zeal, 70. An 


armament ſent by Velaſquez to ſuper- 
ſede him, 74. His deliberations on 
Advances to meet 


this event, 79. 
Narvaez, 79. Deteats Narvaez, and 
takes him priſoner, 82. Gains over 
the Spanifh ſoldiers to his intereſt,& 
Keturns to Mexico, 85. His jmpro- 
per conduct on his arrival, 86. is re- 
ſolutely attacked by the Mexicans, 87. 
Attacks them in turn witaout fuccets, 
88. Death of Montezuma, co. Flis 
extraordinary eſcape from death, 9. 
Abandons the city of Mexicn, 03. 15 
attacked by the Mexicans, 93, tis 
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great loſſes in the encounter, 94. Dif- 
ficulties of his retreat, 95. Battle 
of Otumba 97. Defeats ine Mexi- 
cans, 98, Mutinous ſpi:it of his 
troops, 101. Reduces the Tepeacans, 
102. 1s ſtrengthened by ſzve.al re- 
iaforcements, 104 Returns to Mex- 
ico, 106. Eftabliſhes his head-quar- 
ters at Tezeuco, 107 Re:uces,. or 
conciliates the ſurrounding country, 
108. Cabals among his troops, 109. 
His prudence. in juppreſſing them, 


110. Builds ard lunches a fleet of 
brigantines on the lake, 113. Be- 
ſeges Ante 115. M: kes a grand 


auſſault to take the city by ſtorm, but 
15 8 8 5 
ican prophecy, 121. 


ion of the city, id. And of the 
whole empire, 127. Defeats another 
attempt to {uperſede him in his com- 
mand, 134. Is appointed governor 
of New Sp ain, 135. His: ſchemes 
and arrangements, 136. 
ment of the natives, 137. His con- 
duct ſubjected to inquiry, 140. Re- 
turns to Spain to jut wif, himſelt, 141. 
Is rewarded by the emperor. Charles 
V. 142. 
limited powers, 143. 
lifornia, 144. Returns to Spain, 
and dies, ibid. Inquiry into the na- 
ture of his letters to the Emperor 
Charles V 443. Autho.s who wrote 
of his conqueit of New Spain, 444. 
Council of the Indies, its power, ii. 358. 
Creoles, in the Spaniſh American colo- 
nies, character of, ii. 367. 


LDiſcovers Ca- 


Croglan, colunel George, his account of 


the diſcovery of the bones of large 
extinct ſpecies of animals in North 
America, i. 454. 


Cruſades to the Holy Land, the great 


political advantages derived from, by 
the European nations, i. 30. 


Cruſado, bulls of, publiſhes regularly 


every two years in the Spaniſh colo- 
nies, ii 430. Prices of, and amount 
of the ſale at the laſt oublication, 512. 
Cuba, the iſland of, diſcovered by Chriſ- 
topher Columbus, i. 95. Is failed 
round by Ocampo, 188. The con- 
queſt of, undertaken by Diego Velaſ- 
quez, 96. Cruel treatment of the 
cazique Hatuey, and his repartee to a 
friar, 197. Columbus's enthuſiaſtic 
&clcription of a harbour in, 431. 


D 


Evades the Mex- 
Takes Gauti- 
moꝛin Warte 124. Gains poſfeſ- 


Cruel treat- 


| De Solas, 


Goes back to Mexico with 
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The tobacco produced there the fineſt 
in all America, 11, 3. 
1 a pearl fiſhery eſtabliſhed there; 
1, 190. | 
Cumana, the natives of, revenge their 
ill treatment by the Spaniards, i. 233. 
The country deſolated by Diego 
Ocampo, 235. 
Cuxco, the capital of the Peruvian em- 
pire, founded by Manco Capac, ii. 
Tg Is ſeized by Pizarro, 188, Is 
beſieged by the Peruvians, 198. I: 
ſurprized by Almagro, 201. Is re- 
covered and pillaged by the Pizarros, 
207. Was the only city 1n all Peru, 
322. 


LF: | 


Dancing, the love of, a favourite paſſion 
among the Americans, i 4393. 
Parian, the iſthmus of, deſcribed, i. 201. 
The increaſe of ſettlement there ob- 
ſtructed by the noxioufns!s of the 

climate, ii. 338. 

De Selis, his unfortunate expesition up 
thr. river Plata, i. 212. | 

Antonio, character of his Hiſ- 
toria de la Conquiſta de Mexico, ii. 
445 | 5 

D EG uilache, prince, - viceroy of Peru, 
his v.gorous me:ſures for reſtraining. 
the cxcolſes ot the regular clergy 
there, 11. 392. Rendered ine ffectual, 

383. | 

Diaz, Barth lomew, diſcovers the Cape 
of Good Hope, 1. 55 

Diſcoveries, the difference between thoſe 
ANY by land, and thoſe by fea, 
ſtated, i. 425. 

Baal bie objection to the Periplus 
of Hanno exploded, 1. 421. 

Domingo, St. on the ifland of Hiſpanto- 
la, founded-:by Bartholomew Colum- 
bus, i. 139. 

Dominicans, thoſe in Hiſpaniola publicly 
remonſtrate againſt the cruel treat- 
ment of the Indians, i. 215. See 
Las Cajas, ve, 

Druntenne/s, ſtiong propenſity of the 
Americans to indulge i in, i. 396. 


E 


Earth, the globe, of, how divided into 
zones by the ancients, i. 22. 

Eo yptians, antient, ſtate of commerce 

and navigation among them, i. 5. 

| 7} 


— 


4 


1 


E] Dorado, wonderful reports of a coun- 
try ſo called, made by Francis Orel- 
Jana, 11. 215, | 

Elephant, that animal peculiar to the 

.. torrid zone, i. 455, 

Ejquimaux Indians, reſemblances between 
them and their neighbours the Green- 
landers, i. 273, dome account of, 
362, 483. 

Eugene IV. pope, grants to the Portu- 
gueſe an excluſive right to all the 
countries they ſhould diſcover, from 
Cape Non to the continent of 8 
1. 49. 

Eurete, how affected by the diſmember- 
ment of the Roman empire by the 


barbarous nations, 1. 25, Revival of 


commerce and navigation. in, 28, 
Political advantages derived from the 
cruſades, 30. 


Fe rdinand TR of Caftile, See Celumbis 
and Tfabel/a, Turns his attention at 
length to the regulation cf American 
affairs, i. 184. Don Diego de Co- 
lumbus ſues out his father's claims 
againſt him, 18S, Freds two go- 
vernments on the continent of Ame- 
rica, 192. . Sends a fleet to Darien, 


and ſupertedes Baibqa, 207, Appoints: 


Balboa lieutenant governer. ot the 
countries on the South Sea, 210. 
Sends Dias de Solis to diſcover. a 
Woſtern paſſage to the Moluccas, 212. 
Thwarts the meaſures of Diego Co- 
lumbus, 213. His decree concerning 
the treatment of the indians, 216. 

Fernandez;, Don Di go, character of his 
Hiſtoria del Peru, ii. 4.54. 

Fernandez, P. his delcription of the po- 
litical ſtate of the Chiquites, 3 

Figierca, Roder igo de, is appointed chief 
Judge of Hiſpaniol', „with a commil- 
fon to examine into the treatment of 
the Indian nativ-s, 1. 225. Makes an 
experiment to determine the capacity 
of the Indians, 234. 


Florida diſcavered by Juan Ponce de 
Leon, i. 197. The chiefs there he- 


reditarv, 341. Account of, from 
Alvar Nugne Caveca ge Vaca, 1, 
470. | 
Flota, Spaniſh, ſome account of, it. 401. 
Fonſeca, biſhob of Badajos, ae for 
Indian effairs, obſtruds the plans 


of colonization and diicovery. formed 
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by Columbus, i. 128. 136.  Patro- 
nizes the en of Alonzo de 
Ojeda, 148. 


GG, 


Galeons, Spaniſh, the nature and pur- 
poſe of theſe veſſels, ii. 401. Ar- 
rangement of their voyege, 402. 

Galvez, Don Joſeph, 1cnt to diſcover 
the true ſtate of California, ii. 330. 


Gama, Vaſco de, his voyage for diſcove- 


ry, i. 144. Doubles the Cape of 


Good Hope, 145, Anchors before 


the city of Mehnda, ibid. Arrives 
at Calecut in Malabar, 146. 

Cam:rg, ſtrange propenſity of the Ame- 
Kean to; , 

Ganges, erroneous ideas of the ancients 
as to the pofition of that 1 8 i. 
424. 

Gaſca, Pedro de la, ent to Peru as pre- 
ident of the court of Audience in Li- 
ma, ii. bas. His character and mo- 
deration, 24 The powers he was 
veſted with, 24 48. Arrives at Pana- 
ma, 249 Acqui es poſſeſſion of Pa- 
nama with the fleet and forces there, 
251: Advances towards Cuſco, 225. 
Pizarro's troops .defert to him, 256. 
His moderate uſe of the victory, 257. 
Deviſes employment for his ſoldiers, 
261. His diviſion of the country 
among his followers, 262. Reſtores 
order and government, 263. His re- 
ception at his return to Spain, 264. 

Cemimus, 1nflance of his ignorance in 
geogra phy, 1. 426. 

Geog, by. the knowledge of, extremely 
confined among the ancients, i. 22. 
Became a favourite ſtudy nk, the 
Arabians, 27, 


Giants, the accounts of, in our early tra- 


vellers, unconfirmed by recent dit- 
coveries, i. 35, 463. 


Gioia, Flavio, the inventor of the ma 


riner's compaſs, i. 36. 

Glebe, its diviſion inte zones by the en- 
cients, i. 22. 

Geld, why the firſt metal with which 
man was acquainted, i. 334. Extra- 


ordinaty large grain of, found in the 


mines at Cinalao, 490. 
Gomara, character of his Chronica de 
la Nueva Eſpagna, 11. 444, 


Good Hope, cape of, diſcovered by Bar- 


tholomew Diaz, i. 55, 
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Government, no viſible form of, among 


the native Americans, i. 340. 

ceptions, 343. 

Gran Chaco, account of the method of 
making war, among the natives of, 
from Lozano, 1. 476. 

Granada, new kingdom of, in America, 
by whom reduced to the Spanith do- 
minion, ii. 341. Its climate and 
produce, 342. 
bliſhed there, 358. 

Greeks, ancient, progreſs of navigation 
and diſcovery among them, i. II. 
Their commercial intercourte with 
other nations very limited, 13. 

Greenland, its vicinity to North Ameri- 
ca, i. 278. 

Grijalva, Juan de, ſets out from Cuba 
on a voyage of diſcovery, i. 240. Diſ- 
covers and gives name to New Spain, 
241. 
colony in his newly diſcovered lands, 
24.3. 

CGuarda Coſtas, employed by Spain to 
check illicit trade in the A nerican 
colonies, 1. 400. 


Ex- 


Guatimala, the indigo there ſuperior to 


any in America, ii. 5931 
Cuatinoxin, nephew and ſon- in- law of 
Montezuma, ſucceeds Quetlayaca in 
the kingdom of Mexico, H, $07. 
Repulles my attacks . Spaniards 
in ſtorming the city of Mexico, 118. 


Is taken ee by Cortes, 124. IS 


tortured to diſcover his treaſure, 126. 
Is hanged, 138. | N 
Caiana, Dutch, cauſe of the exceſſive 
fertility of the ſoil there, i. 457. 


Dy 


Hanno, his Periplus defended, with an 
account of his vovage, 1, 421, 

Hatuey, a cazique of Cuba, his cruel 
treatment, and memorable 


rYepartec 
to a Profeiican friar, i. 197: 


Hauableſauorth's voyages, account of New 
Holland, and the. : aliabitagits from, 


1. 472. 
Heat, the different degrees of, in the 
old and new continents accounted for, 
1. 448. Eſtimated, 456. 
Henry, prince of Portugal, his character 
and tudies, i. 42, Expeditions form- 
ed by bis order, 44. 


D 


A viceroy lately eſta- 


His reaſons for not planting a 


Huana Ca pac, 
Avplies for. a 
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papal grant of his new diſcoveries, 
48. His death, 50. 
Herrada, Juan Fg aſſaſſinates Francis 
Pizarro, ii. 219. Dies, 223. 
Herrera, the beft hiſtorian of the con- 
queſt of New Spain, 11.446, His ac- 
count of Orellana's voyage, 473. 


Hiſpaniola, the iſland of, "diſcovered by 


Chriſtopher Columbus, i. 95. His 
tranſactions with the natives, 97. 
A Colony left there by Columbus, 103. 
The colony deſtroyed, 115. Colum- 
bus builds a city called Iiabella, 117. 
The natives ill; uſed, and begin to be 
alarmed, 124. Are defeated by the 
Spaniards, 127. Tribute exacted from 
them, 128. They ſcheme to ſtarve 
the Spaniards, 129. St. Domingo 
founded by Bartholomew Columbus, 
139. Columbus ſent home in irons, 
by Bovadilla, 155. Nicholas de 
Ovando appointed governor, 158, 

Summary view of the conduct of the 
Spaniards towards the natives of, 
179. Unhappy fate of Anacoana, 
180. Great produce from the mines 
there, 182. The inhabitants dimi- 
niſh, 185. The Spaniards recruit 
them by trepanning the natives of 
the Lucayos, 186. Arrival of Don 
Diego de Columbus, 189. The na- 
tives of, almoſt extirpated by flaverv, 
195, 214. Controverſy concerning 
the treatment of them, 215. Co- 
lumbus's account of the humane 
treatment he received from the natives 
of, 432. Curious inflance of ſuper- 
ſtition in the Spaniſh planters there, 
456. | 

Holguin, Pedro A lvarez, erects the royal 
ſtandard in Peru, in oppoſition tothe 
n fimagro, ii. 223. Vaca de 


Caſtro arrives and aſſumes the com- 
mand, 19 d. 
Hemer, his account of the navigation of 


the ancient Greeks; i. 12. 

Honduras, the value cf that country, 
owing to its production of the logwood 
tree, 3. 

Horned catile, amazing increaſe of them 
in Spaniſh America, it. 394. 

Her ſcs, aftoniſhment and miſtakes of the 
Mexicans at the firſt fight of them, ii. 
451. Expedient of the Peruvians to 
render them incapable of action, 472. 

Inca of Peru, his cha- 

racter and family, ii. 166. 


2 


| Huaſcar Capac, Inca of peru, diſputes | 


his brother Atahualpa's ſucceſſion to 


Quito, 11. 167, Is defeated and taken 
priſoner by Atahualpa, ibid. Solicits 


the aſſiſtance of Pizarro againſt his 


brother, 169. Is put to death by or- 
der of Atahualpa, 178. 


I. 


Jamaica, diſcovered by pr, co Co- 
lumbus, i. 122. 

Jerome, St. three monks of that order 

ſent by Cardinal Ximenes to Hiſpa- 
niola, to regulate the treatment of the 

Indians, i. 220. Their conduct un- 
der this commiſſion, 222. Are re- 
called, 225. 

Jeſuits, acquire an abſolute dominion 

over California, ii. 329. Their mo- 

tives for depreciating the country, 330. 
Jews, ancient ſtate of commerce and 

navigation among them, 1.7. | 

Incas of Peru, received otigin of their 
empire, 11. 165, 306. Their empire 
founded both in religion and policy, 

307. Set Peru. 

India, the motives of Alexander the 
Great in his expedition to, i. 15. 
The commerce with, how carried on 
in ancient times, 19. And. when 


arts began to revive in Europe; 28. 


The firſt voyage made round the 
Cape of Goud Hope, 145. 
Indians in Spaniſh America; See Ame- 
ricans. | 
Indics, Weſt, Why Columbas's, diſco- 
veries were ſo named. 3 111. 
Innocent IV. pope, his ext 30: Cinary 
miſſion to the Prince of the Tartais, 
1. 32 
Inquiſition, court of, when and by whom 
nrſt introduced into Portugal, i. 429. 
Tnje&s and reptiles, WHY ſo numerous 
John J. king of Party: . tt 
ent ſhips to explore the 3 
coaſts of Africa, i. 40. His: ſon 
prince Henry engages in thete at- 
tenopts, 42. | h 
John II. king of P 5710881 patroniſes all 
attempts towards diſcoveries, i. 82. 
Sends an embalTy to Abi 55 
His ungenerous treatment of Co- 
lumbus, 69. | 
Tron, the reaſon why. ſavage nations 
were unacquainred with this metal, 


1. 324. 


E * 


Iſabella, queen of Caftile e, is applied to 
by Juan Perez in behalf of Chriſto- 


pher Columbus, i. 74. Is again ap- 


plied to by Quintanilla and Santan- 
gel, 77. Is prevailed on to equip 
him, 78. Dies, 174. Her real mo- 
tives tor encouraging diſcoveries, in 
America, ii. 349. 

Tſabe/la, the city of, in Hiſpaniola, built 
by 5 her Columbus, "TW & bo 
Italy, the firſt country in Lurope where 
civilization and arts revived after the 
overthrow of the Roman empire, i. 


28. The commercial ſpirit ot, active 


and enterpriſing, 
L. 


Ladrone iſlands, diſcovered by F erdi nand 
Magellan, ii. 131. 


Lakes, amazing ſize of thoſe in Nort 
America, i. 2.50. 


Las Ciſas, Bartholomew, returns from 


 Biſpaniola to ſolicit the cauſe of the 


enſlaved India: us At pas court of Spain, 


1. 219. Is ſent back with beer by 
Cardinal Kimenes, 220. Returns 
diſſatisfied, 223. Procures a new 
commiſſion to be ſent over on this 
ſubjeR, 225, Recommends the ſcheme 
ef tupplying the colonies with negroes, 


226. Ungertakes anew colony:225S. 


His conference with. the bithop of 

Darien before the P.mpero or Charles 

V. 230. Goes to America to cry 

his ſchemes into execution, 22 2. 
'D. 
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11. 227. Compoles a treatiſe on the 
defirution of America, 228. 
Leon, Pedro Cieza de, character of his 
Chronica cel | 
Les Ys his de 
erocity of 


owe 


c 1 11. 464. 

icription of the courage and 

the Tbupinambos, 1. 477. 

Lima the city of, in Peu, 1 by 
Pizarre, ii. 194. | 

5 a, the commocity that gives 1 - 
p01tance to tane.provinces of Hondu— 
ras 19 Yucaian, 11. 331. Policy of 
the Spaniards to deiczt the Engl. ſh 
5 in, 232. | 


Louis, St. King of France, his emoaily 


to the chan of the Tartars, i. 32. 
Logano, his account. of the method of 


making war among the natives of 


CEran Chaco, i. 476. 
Lugue, 


-—- 


Mareſt Gab; iel, his ac count of the chun- 
| | 
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Luque, Hernando de, a prieſt, aſſociates 
Pizarro in his Peruvian expedition, ii. 


150. 


M. 


Madeira, the iſland of, firſt ciſcovered, 


i. 44. 

Madoc, prince of North Wal es, ſtory 

of his voyage and diſcovery of North 
America examined, 1. 436, 

Magellan, Ferdinand, his account of the 
Elgantic ſize of the Patægonians, 1, 
303. The exiſtence of this gigantic 
race vet to be decided, 305. 462. 
His introduction to the court of Caſ- 
tile, ii. 128. 
ſquadron for a voyage ol diſcovery, 
129. Sails through the famous ſtrait 
that bears his name, 130. Diſco— 
vers the Ladrone and Philippine 
iſlands, 131. Is killed, bid, 

Magnet, its property of attiacting iron 
known to the ancients, but not its 
polar inclination, i. 4. Extraordinary 
advantages reſulting from this d. fco- 
very, 35. | 


Malo St. account of its commerce with 


g America, ii. 30. 


Manco Capac, founder of the Peruvian. 


empire, account of, it, 164. 206. 


Man: "BY 15 Sir John, his eaftern travels, 


with a character of his writings, 1, 34. 
ATanilla, the colony of, eſtabliſhed by 
Pni1p 1. of Spain, ii. 425. Trade 


between, and South America, 427. 


Munz. their gitp tion and manners 


formed by their fitu tion, i. 267. 
Hence jeferiblances to b=<- traced; uin 
very diſtant places without commu- 
nieation, 268. Have uniformly at- 
tained ine greateſt pert. -Eti511 of the ir 
Nat e 72 gions, 415 


Muro Polo, the Venetian, 515 extraor- 


dinary travels in the Kalt. i. 33. 


Nn 
iViatlilile 


try between the Illinois an! 
limakinac, i. 472. 


Muriina, Donna, a Mexican flave, her 


- hiſtory, ii. 12. 

MM. winus Tyrius, lis errancong poiitio 
of China, 1. 4 0. 

Martyr, 3 eter, his 12 en in 1=nts on the 
firti diſcovery of Am-rici, i. 479. 


— 
„ 


Meſtizos, In the Span n Ameri: anc 5 Yo 


nies, diſtinction between them aud 
Mulattoes, 11. 368. 


Metals, uſeful, tue original mattes ol, 


D 


Is equipped with a 


8 


America totally unacquainted with, 
1. 334. 

Mexicans, their account of their own 
origin, compared with later diſcove- 
Ties, 1. 280, Deſcriptions of their hiſ- 
torical pictures, 480. Various exag- 
gerated accounts of the number of 
human victims ſacrificed by them, 
483, Their language furniſhed with 
reſpectful terminations for all its 
words, 11. 477. How they contributed 
to the ſupport of government, 478. 

| Mexico, arrival of Ferdinand Cortes on 

the coaſt of, 11, 11, His interview 
with two Mexican oificers, 13. In- 

formation ſent to Montezuma, with 
joe Spaniſh preſents, 15. Mon- 
tezuma ſends preſ-nts to Cortes, with. 
ordets not to approach his capital, 16. 
State of the empire at that time, 17. 
The Zempoallens court the friend- 
ſip of Cortes, 28, Several caz1ques 
enter into alliance with Cortes, 30. 
Character of the natives of Tlaſcala, 
36. The Tlaſcalans reduced eto ſue 
for peace, 42. Arrival of Cortes at the 
capital city, 51. The city eeſcribed, 
52. Montezuma acknowledges him- 
ſelf a vailal to the Spaniſh crown, 
66. Amount of the treaſure collected 
by Cortés, 63. Reaſons of gold be- 
ing found in ſuch ſmall quantities, 
68. The Mexicans. enraged. by the 
imprudent zeal uf Cortes, 70. At- 
tack Alvarado during the abſence of 
Cortes, 84. Their reſolute attack on 
Cortes Wen he returne?!, 87. Death 
of Montezuma, go, - Ihe city aban- 
doned by Cortes, 93. Battle of 

Otumba, 97. The Lepeacans redu- 
ced, 102, Preparations of the Mex1- 
cans againſt the return of Cortes, 
195. Cortes beſieges the ciy with a 

fleet on.the lake, 115. The Spam- 

ards repulſed in forming. the city, 
118. Gustimozin laken © priſoner, 

124. Cortes appointed, governor, 

135. His ſchemes. and arrangements, 

156. Inhuman-treatm-nt ol the na- 

7. Reception of the new 

regulations:there, .27t. A retro{pecct 

iuto the torn of government, policy, 
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inſtitutions, 279. Power and ſplen- 
dor of their monarchs, 282. Order 
of government, ibid. Provifion for 
the ſupport of it, 283. Police of, 
ibid. Their arts, 284. Their paint- 
ings, 286, Their method of com- 
puting time, 290. Their wars con- 
tinual and ferocious, ibid. Their fu- 
neral rites, 292. Imperfection of 
their agriculture, ibid. Doubts con— 


cerning the extent of the empire, 


293. Little intercourſe among its 
ſeveral provinces, 294. Ignorance of 
money, 295. State of their cities, 
296. Temples and. other public 
buildings, 297. Religion of, 302. 
Cauſes of the depopuls tion of this 
country, 346. The ſmall pox very 
fatal there, 348. Number of Indian 
natives remaining there, 351. Liſt 


and character of thoſe. authors who 


wrote accounts of the conqueſt of, 
444 Deſcription of the aqueduét 
for the tupply of the capital city, 
479. See Colonie 

Michael, St the gulph of, in the South 
Sea, diicovered and named by Balboa, 
i. 204. The colony of, eflabliſned 
by Pizarro, ii 163. 

Migr atici;s of mankird, why firſt made 
by land, 1. 1. ̃ 

Mind, human, the efforts of, vroporti- 
vnca tothe wants of the body; 314. 

Mines ot South AMETICA, the great in- 
ducement to population, ii. 327 
Some account of, 387. Their pro- 
duce, 389. The ſpirit- with 
they are worked, 3 390. 1 eftcets 
of this ardor, 301. Evidence of. the 
pernicious et: -&s ot lebeuring, in 
them, 500. Of Mexico, total pro- 
duce of to the Spaniſh revenue, 514. 
516. | 

Molucch Iſlands, the 8 Speniſh claims on, 
told by the Emperor Charles V. t 

e Portugueie 11. 133. 

Din fic inſtitutiops, the: pernicious ef- 
jects of, in:'the Speniſh American co— 
lonies, ii. 75. Number of convents 
Lets yo! 

M.nivens, the periodical courſe of, when 

| dufcevered by nav igators, 1. 19. 

Monteſind, Dominican preacher e. 

Lomingo publicly. remon{trates againſt 

the cruel treatment of the Indians, i. 


218 


1 the firſt intelligence re- 
cerved by the Spaniaris © Fthis prince, 
j. 242. Receives intelligence of the 
arrival of Fernando Cortes in his do- 
minions, ii. 18. His preſents to 

tes, 16. Forbids him to ap- 


KEE 


proach his capital, 17. State of his 
empire at this time, ibid. His cha- 
racter, 18. His perplexity at the ar- 
rival of the Spaniards, 19. His 
_ timid negociations with Cortes, 20. 
His ſcheme for deſtroying Coates at 
Cholula 6iſcovered, 47. His irreſo- 
lute conduct, 50. His firſt interview 


with Cortes, 51. Is ſeized by Cortes 


and confir.ed to the Spaniſh quartets, 
60. Is fettered, 62. Acknowleges 


himſelf a vaſſal to the Spaniſh crown, 
66, Remains inflexible with regard 


to religion, 70. Circumſtances of 


his death; go. Account. of a gol Id 


cup of his, in England, 479. 
Mulattoes, in the Spaniſh American co- 
lonies explan ation of this eiſitacion, 
uw, 268, | 
N. 


Narwvaez, Pamphilo, is ſent by V᷑laſ- 


quez with an armament to Mexico, 
to ſuperſede. Cortes, ii. 74: Tekes 
poſlefhon of Z-mpuelleo, 7 Is de- 
fealed and taken biiſoner by Cortes, 

- 82. How he carried on his corre!- 


pondence with Montezuma, 456. 


Natchez,” an American nation, their 
Political inftituitions, i. 334. Cautes 
of their tame ſubmiſſion tothe Spa- 


niatds, 348, Their iclięieus doc- 
Tri NSS 3 38 5. i 
Navigation, the arts of, very ſlowly im- 


Pioved by mankind, i. 2, The 
knowledge of, prior to commersial 
intercguffe, 1, Imperfect:ons ct 
among ihe uncients, FE Mie imme 


proved by the invention. of the mati 
ner's C0 pals, thh an by 231 the f fo 
Gf preceding age 35. The firſt 
naya 1 Gift oveLics 1 by Poi 
Nas I. tir peculiar {tu ation under 
the Spaniſh dominion in Amttice, it, 
Nawfmidland 118 ſitu ati en deſcri ed, 1 
WV 5 
New Holland, eme account of the coun- 
try and intiabitants, 1. 472. 


L 


IVexo Spain, Gifceve red and named by 


Juan de Gr:jalva, 1. 241: Cee N.xics. 
Nigro, Hlon to, his voyage to America, 
15 150. 


Norww giars, might in antient times 
have migreted to, and colonized Ame- 
ice, 1.279, 438. 

Nu gncg: Vela, Blafco, appointed vice- 
roy of Der, 10 0 Ma the r.ew-re- 


i . vy 3 
gulatiens, ii. 231. His cEaragter. 
| * 7 — 0 i 
234. Commits Vaca de Caſtro: to 
iſ 2 x 2 8 2 . 2 6 - 
priſon, 235. Piflenſons between 
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berty, 239. Reſumes his command, 
240. Is purſued by Gonzalo Pizar- 
ro, 241. 
TRY, 242. 


Ocampo, Diego, ſent with a ſquadron 

from Hiſpaniola to delolate the coun- 

try of Cumana, 1. 233.235. 

| Ocampo, Sebaſtian de, firſt tails round 

Cuba, and diſcovers it to be an iand, 

= 188. | 

Ocean, though adapted to facilitate 
the intercourſe between diſtant coun— 
tries continued long a formidable 
barrier, 1. 1 
Digation. 

Cjzda, Alonzo de, his private expedition 
to the Weſt Indies, i. 148. His ſecond 
voyage, 159. Obtains a e 
on the continent, 192. 

Olneda, Father Bartholomew de, checks 


the raſh zeal of Cortes at I laicala in 


Mexico, ii. 45. Is ſent by Cortes to 
negociate with Narvaez, 77. 
| Orellana, Francis, is appointed to the 


command of a bark built by Gonzalo 


Pizarro, and deſerts him, ii. 214. 
Sails down the Maragnon, 215. Re- 
turns to Spain with a report of won- 

derful diſcoveries, ibid. Herxrera's 
account of his voyage, 473. 

Org0g%e%, commands Almagro's party 


«gainſt the Pizarros, and is defeated 


and killed by them, 11. 206. 

Orinoco, the great river of, diſcovered 
by Chriſtopher Columbos, 1. 138. 
The amazing plenty of fiſh in, 4.69. 


Strange method of chuſing a captain, | 
2mong the Indiantribes on the banks 


9 363. ä 
Otabeite, the . ol, ignorant of 
the art of boiling water, 1. 483. 


Otumba, battle of, between Cortes and 


the Mexicans, 11. 97. 


Ovando, Nicholas de, is ſent governor 


to Hiſpaniola, 1. 159. His prudent 
regulations, 161. Refuſes admiffion 
to Columbus, on his fourth voyage, 
164. His ungen rous behaviour to 
Columbus on his ſhipwreck, 169, 171. 


Receives him at length and ſends him 


home, 173. Engages in a war with 


* 
him and the court of bodienge, 237. | 


Is confined, 238, Recovers his li- 


Is defeated and . by 


l Compaſs, and Nas: 


E . 
the Indiane, 178. His cruel treat- 
ment of them, 189. Encourages cul- 
tivation and manufactures, 183. His 
method of trepanning the natives of 
the Lucayos, 186, Is recalled, 189, 


P, 


Pacific Ocean, why and. by whom ſo 
named, ii. 131. 
Pac tet boats, firſt eſtabliſhment of, be- 


tween Spain and her American colo- 
nies, ii. 415, 


Panama, 1s ſettled by Pedrarias Davila, 


1. 212. . 
Parmenides, the firſt who divided the 
earth by zones, 1, 427. | 
Patagonians, fome account of, i. 303... 
The reality of their gigantic ſize yet 
to be decided, 305. 403. | | 
Pedrari ins Davila, is ſent with a fleet to 
tuperiede Balboa in his government of 
Santa Maria on the iſthmus of Darien, 
1. 207. Treats Balboa ill, 208, Rapa- 
cious conduct of his men, 209. Is re- 
conciled to Balboa, and gives him his 
daughter, 210. Puts Balboa to death, 
211. Removes his ſettlement from 
Santa Maria to Panama, 212. 


Penguin, the name of that bird not deri- 


ved from the Welch language, i. 437. 

Perez, | Juan, patroniſes Columbus at 
the coutt of Caſtile, i. 74. His ſo- 
lemn invocation for the ſucceſs of Co- 
lumbus's voyage, 82. 

Periplus, of Hanno, the authenticity of 
that work juſtified, i. 421. | 
Peru, the -fiift intelligence concerning 

this country received by Vaſco Nug-. 
nez de Balboa, ! 1. 200, 205. The coaſt 
of, firſt azicovered by Pizarro, ii. 156, 
Pizarro d iecond arrival, 161. His 
hoſtile proceedings againft the natives, 
162. The colony ot St. Michas 
eftabliſhed. 163. State of the empire 

at the time of this inyaſon, ibid. The 
kingdom divided between Huaſcar and 
Atahualpa, 167, Atabualpa uſurps 
the government, 168. Huaſcar ſoli- 
cits aſſiſtance from Pizarro, 169. Ata- 
hualpa vifits Pizarro, 173. Is ſeized 
by Pizarro, 175. Ag ecment for his 
.ranſom, 177. Is refuſed his liberty, 
180. Is cruelly put to death, 185. 
Confuſion of the empire on this 
event, 186. Quito reduced by Be- 
nalcazar, 


T 
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nalcazar, 138, The city of Lima 
fou:de:d by Pizarro, 194. Chili in- 


vaded by Almagro, 195, Inſurrection 
of the Peruvians, 196. Almagro put 
to death by Pizarro, 209. Pizarro di- 


vides the country among his follow= 
ers, 211. Progreſs of the Spaniſh 
arms there, 212. Francis Pizarro 


aſſaſſinated, 219. Reception of the 


new regulations there, 232. The vice- 


roy confined by the court of audience, 


238. The viceroy defeated and killed 


by Gonzalo Pizarro, 242, Arrival of 


Pedro de la Gaſca, 249. Reduction 
and death of Gonzalo Pizarro, 257. 
The civil wars there not carried on 
with mercenzry ſoldlers, 258. But 
nevertheleſs gratified with 1mmenſe 


_ Tewards, 259, Their profuſion and 
luxury, ibid. Ferocity of their con- 


teſts, 260. Their want of faith, 
ibid. Inſtances, 261. Divifion of by 
Gaſca among his followers. 262. A 
retroſpect into the original govern- 


ment, arts, and manners of the na- 
tives, 267. The high antiquity they 
pretend to, 303. Their records, 304. 


Origin of their civil policy, 306. 


This founded in religion, 307. The 
authority of the Incas abſolute and 


unlimited, ibid. All crimes there 
puniſhed capitally, 308. Mild genius 
of their religion, 309. Its influence 


on their civil policy, 310. And on 


their military ſyſtem, 311. Peculiar 


ſtate of property there, 312. Diſ- 


tinction of tanks, 313, State of arts, 
314. Improved ſtate of e Ry 
ibid. Their buildings, 316. Their 


public roads, 317. Their bridges, 


319. Their mode of refining filver 
ore, 320. Works of elegance, 321. 


Their civilization „ nevertheleſs, but 


imperfect, 322. Cuzco the only place 
that had the appearance of a city, 
zbid, No perfect ſeparation of pro- 
feſſions, 323. Little commercial in- 
tercourſe, ibid. Their unwarlike 


ſpirit, 324. Vat their fleſh. and fiſh 


raw, 326. Prief account of other 


provinces under the viceroy of New 


Spain, 326. Cauſes of the depopula- 
tion of this country, 347. The my 
pox very fatal there, 348. Write 
who gave accounts of the conque 5 
of, 463, Their method of build- 
Ing, 487. State of the revenue de- 
Vor. II. N 


. 


rived from, by the crown of Spain, 
515, See Colonies. 

Peter I. czar of Ruſſia, his extenſive 
views in proſecuting Aftatic diſcove- 
ries, i. 273: | 

Phenicians, antient, ſtate of commerce 
and navigation among them, i. 6, 
Their trade bow conducted, 421. 

Philip II. of Spain, his turbulent dit- 
poution aided by his American trea- 
ſures, ii. 296, Eſtabliſhes the colony 
of Manilla, 426. 

Philip III. exhauſts his country by in- 
conſiderate bigotry, ii. 296. 


Philippine ĩſſands, diſcovered by Verdi- 


nand Magellan, ii. 131. A colony 
eſtabliſhed there by Philip II. of Spain, 
426. Trade between, and America, 
17. 


Phyſic, 8 of, in 8 why 


connected with divination, i. 390. 
Pinto, chevalier, his deſcription of the 
characteriſtic features of the native 
Amezicans, i. 4060. | 
Pinzon, Vincent Yanez, commands a 
veſſel under Columbus in bis ry 
voyage of diſcoverv, 1, 81. Sails to 
America on a p:ivate adventure with 
four ſhips, 180. Diſcovers Yucatan, 
2: Es . 


Pizarro, Ferdinand, is beſieged in 


Cuzco by the Peru vians, 11, 198. Js 
ſurpriſed there by Almagro, 201. E 
capes with Alvarado, 203. Defends 
his brother at the court' of Spain, 
210. Is committed to prifon, 211. 


Pizarro, Franciſco, attends Balboa, in 


his ſettlement on the 1ſthmus of Da- 
rien, i, 194. Marches under him 
acroſs the iſthmus, where they diſco- 
ver the South Sea, 204. His. birth, 
education, and character, ii. 148. 
Aſſociates with Almagro and De 
I. uque, in a voyage of diſcovery, 150. 
His ill ſycceſs, 151. Is recalled and 
deſerted by moſt ot his followers, 154. 
R mains on the ifland of Gorgona 
for ſupplies, ibid. Diſcovers the coalt ; 
of Peru, 156, Returns to Panama, 
157, Goes to Spain to ſolicit rein- 
forcements, 158. Procures the ſu- 
preme command for himſelf, 189. 
Is aſſiſted with money by Cortes, 1%. 
Lands again in Peru, 161. His hoſttle 
proceedings againſt the natives, 162. 
Eſtabliſhes the colony of Bt. Michael, 
163. State of the Peru vlan empire at 
Nn tn is 
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this time, bid, Cauſe of his eaſy 


| eee fe into the country, 168. 
s applied to by Huaſcar, for aſſiſtance 
againſt his victorious brother Ata- 
hualfpa, 169. State of his torces, ibid, 
Arrives at Caxamalca, 171. Is viſited 
by the Inca, 173. His perfidious 
ſeizure of him, 175. Agrees to Ata- 


hualpa's offer for his ranſom, 177. 


Divihon of their plunder, 179. Re- 
fuſes Atahualpa his liberty, 180. 
His ignorance expoſed to Atahualpa, 
183. Beſtows a form of trial on the 
Inca, 184. Puts him to death, 185. 
Advances to Cuzco, 187. Honours 
| Conte:red on him by the Spanith. 
court; 197. Peginning of difleafions 
between him and Almagro, 192. 


His ciy:1 regulations, 193. Founds 
the city of Lima, 194. Inſurrection 


of the Peruvians, 196. Cuzco ſeized 


by Aimagro, 201. Deludes Almagro 
by negotiations, 203. Defeats Alma- 


ro, and takes him priſoner, 206. 


Puts Almagro to death, 209. Divides 


the country among his followers, 211. 
The impolitic partiality of his allot- 


ments, ibid. Me kes his brother Gon- 
Z219 governor of Quito, 213. Is aſ- 


eninsted by Juan de Herrada, 219. 
Pizarro, 8 is made governor of 
Quito, by his brother Francis, ii. 


213. His expedition over the Andes, 


ibid, Is deſerted by Orellana, 214. 


His diſtteſs on this event, 216. His 


diſaſtrous return to Quite, 217, Is 
encouraged by the people to oppoſe 
Nugnes Vela, the new viceroy, 236. 
Aſſumes the government of Peru, 
238. Marches againſt the viceroy, 
240. Defeats and kills him, 242. 
Is aiviſed by Carvajal to aſſume the 


ſovereignty of the country, 243. 


Chuſes to negoctate with the court of 


Spain, 244. Conſultations of the 
court on his conduct, 245, His vi- 


olent reſolutions on the arrival of 
Pedro de la Gaſca, 250. Reſolves 
to oppeſe him by violence, 251. 
Marches to reduce Centeno at Cuzco, 
253. Defezts him, 254. Is deſerted 
by his ti oops on the approach of Gaſ- 


ca, 256. Surrenders and is execut- 


ed, 257. His adherents men of no 
principie, 261. 
Plata, Rio de, diſcovered by Dias de 


Solis, i. 213. Its amazing width, 
447. 


Pliny, the naturaliſt, inſtance of his ig- 


norance in geography, i. 427. 

Ponce de Leon, Juan, diſcovers Florida, 
i. 197. Romantic. motive of his 
. voyage, 198. | 

Population of the earth, flow progreſs 
of, i. 1. | 

Ports. Bello, biſcovered and named by 
Chriſtopher Columbus, i. 166. 

Porto Rico, is ſettled and ſobjected by 
Juan Ponce de Leon, i. 187. 

Porto Santo, the firſt diſcovery of, 1, 


Por tugal, when and by whom the court 


of N Ye was firit introduced 
into, i. 429. 
Portugueſe, a view of the circumſtances 
that induced them to undertake the 
diſcovery of unknown countries, i. 


39. 41. Firſt African diſcoveries of, 


42. Madeira diſcovered, 45. They ö 
double Cape Bojador, 46. Obtain a 
papal grant of all the countries they 
ſhould diſcover, 49. Cape Verd 
iſlands and the Azores diſcovered, 
50. Voyage to the Eaſt Indies by | 
Vaſco de Gama, 145. : 
Potofi, the rich wt mines tere, 
how: diſcovered, ii. 388. The 
mines of, wer exhanſied and 
ſcarcely worth working, 505. 
Priſoners of war, how treated by the 
native Aue denke . 
Property, the idea of, unknown to the 
native Americans, i. 337. Notions 
of the Braſilians concerning, 473. 
Protector of the Indians, in Spaniſh 
America, his function, ii. 374. 7 
Ptolemy the philoſopher, his geogra- 
phical deſcription more ample and 
exact than thoſe of his predeceſſors, 
1. 24. His Geography tranſlated by 
the Arabians, 27, His erroneous 
polition of the Ganges, 424, 


Quetlavaca, brother of Montezuma, 
ſucceeds him as king of Mexico, It, 
105. ConduQs in perſon the fierce 
attacks which obliged Cortes to 
abandon his capital, 105. Dies of 
tie ſmall pox, 106. : 

Due vedo, biſhop of Darien, his confe- 

rence 


ä 


rence with Las Caſas on the treat- 
ment of the Indians, in the preſencs 
of the emperor Charles V. i. 2 


Duickſilver, the property of the ons 


mines of, at Guanacabehca, reſerved 
by the crown of Spain, ii. 506. The 
price of, why reduced, jbid. 


- Quinquina, or Jeſuit's bark, a producti- | 


on peculiar to Peru, ii. 393. 


 Quipos, or hiſtoric cords of the Petuy 


ans, ſome account of, ii, 304. 


Quito, the kingdom of, conquered by 


Huana Capac, Inca of Peru, ii, 166. 
Is left w his ſon Atehualpa, 167. 


Atahualpa's general revolts after his 


h death, 187. Is reduced | by the Spa- 


niards under Benalcezar, 188. Be- 
nalcazar deprived, and Gonzalo Pi- 


Zarro made ee 21 3. 


x 


Ramufio, his detende of Hanno's 5 account 
of the coaſt of Africa, i. 422. 


Regiſter ſhips, for what purpoſe intro- 


duced 1n the trade berween Spain and 


her colonies, ii. 410. Superſede the | 


uſe of the galeons, 411. 


Religion 0 of the native Americans, an in- 


quiry into, 1. 378. 


Ribas, his account of the political fate 
of the people of Cinaloa, i, 474. on 


their want of religion, 484. 


Rio de la Plata, and Tucuman, account. 


of thoſe provinces, 11. 335. 
Rivers, the amazing ſize of thoſe in 
America, 1. 249. | 
Robiſen, profeſſor, his remarks on the 
temperature of various climates, 1. 
448. 5 
Roldan, Francis, is left chief juſtice in 
Hiſpaniola, by Chriſtopher Colum- 


bus, i. 131. Becomes riagleader of 


a mutiny, 140. Submits, 143. 


Romans, their progreſs in navigation end 


diſcovery, i. 17. Their military ſpi- 
rit averſe to mechanical arts end 
commerce, 18. Navigation and 
trade favoured in the provinces un- 
der their government, 19. Their 
extenſive diſcoveries by land 20. 
Their empire, and the ſciences, deſ- 
troyed together, 25. 
Rubruquis, father, his em mbaſſy from 


France to the chan of the 4attars, 


i. 33. 


E. X. 


Ruſſian, Afatic diſcoveries male by 
them, 1, 273. Uncertainty of, 458. 


8. 


Sacotecas, the rich ſilver mines there, 
when diſcovered, ii. 388. 
San Salvador, diſcovered and named by 
Chriſtopher Columbus, i. 93. 
Sancho, Don Pedro, account of his Hiſ. 
_ tory of the conqueſt of Peru, i. 463. 
Sandowal, the ſhocking barbarities [37 
cuted by, in Mexico, ii. 137. | 
| Franciſco 'Fello de, is ſent. by 
the emperor Charles V. to Mexico, 
as viſitador of America, ii. 231. His 
moderation and prudence, id). 
Savage ane! a Seneral eſtimate of, i. 
402. 
Scalps, a motive of the native Ames 
cans for taking them from their ene- 
mies, i. 4 | 
Serralvo, marquis de, his extraordinary | 
gains during his vice-royalty in Ame- 
rica, ii. 516. | 
Sewille, extraordinary increaſe of its 
manufactures by the American trade, 
11. 507. Its trade greatly reduced, 


ibid. The American trade removed 
to Cadiz, gor. _ 


Silver ore, method of refining it practi- 


ſed by the native Peruviens, ii. 320. 
Scnora, late diſcoveries of rich mines 
made there by the Spaniards, ii. 326, 
Soul, American ideas of the 1 w er 
.of, i, 387, 


Sguth Sea, firſt diſcovered by V. aſco Nug- 


nez de Balboa, i. 204. 


Sei general idea of the poliey of, 


W! th regard to the American colonies, 
i. 352. Early interpoſition of the 
8 authority in the colonies, 353. 
All the American dominions of, 1ub- 
jected to two viceroys, 364. Athird 
 vice-royalty lately ef!.blithed, 355. 
The colonies of, compared With 
thoſe of Greece and Rome, 361. Ad- 
vantages ſhe derived from ber colo- 
nies, 394. Why ſhe does not fill de- 
rive the fame, 395. Rapid decline 
of trade, 397. This decline iücreaſ- 
ed by the mode of regulating the in- 
tercourſe with America, 400; Em- 
/Ploys guarda coſtas to check illicit 
trade, 


Trade, 


EE 8 . 1 Rot 9s os 
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trade, 429. The uſe of regiſter ſhips 
Introduced, 410. Eftabliſhment of 
the company of Caraccas, 413. 
largement of commercial ideas there, 
414. Free trade permitted to ſeve- 
ral provinces, 416. Revenue deri- 
ved from Amen 129. Specifica- 
tion, 513. 
Spaniards, their curious form of taking 


poſſeſſion of new diſcovered countries, 


by 443. 

Straube, a citation from, proving the 
greet geographical ignotance of the 
ancients, 1. 424. 
geographical knowledge, 427. 

Superſ,; ion, always connected with a 
dente of penetrating into the lecrets 
of tuturity, 1, 389. 


oe 


Tapia, Chr: foval de, 1s ſent from Spain 


to Mexico, to ſuperſede Cortes in his 


command, but falls in the attempt, f 


ii. 134. 


Tartars, the poſſibility of their migra- 


ting to America, i. 277, 
Tlaſcala, in Mexico, 
natives of, ii. 36. Oppoſe the paſ- 
ſage of the Spaniards, 37. 
duced to ſue for peace, 42. 


Jobacco, that of Cuba the beſt flavoured 


of any in all America, 1. 393. 
Teußinambos, account of their ferocious 
courage from Lery, i. 477. 
free, opened between dale and 
hs colonies, 11, 416, Increaſe of 


the Spaniſh cuſtoms from this mea- | 


ſure. 3 


Trade winds, the periodical 3 of, 


when ailcovered by navigatois, i. 19. 
Travellers, ancient, character of their 
writings; i. 38. 
Trinidad, the illand of, dere by 
Chriſtopher Columbus on his third 
voyage, i. 127. 


Tucuman, and Rio de la Plata, account 


of thoſe provinces, ii. 335. 


Tyre, the commerce of that city 3 


conducted, i. 421. 


Jytbes of Spaniſh America, how applied 


by the court of Spain, li. 814. 


W. 


Paca de Caſero, Chriſſoval, is ſent from 
Spain to regulate the government of 
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Mea own want of 


charaQer of the 


Are re- 
wearing 
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Peru, ii, 210. Arrives at Quito, 221. 
Aſſumes the ſupreme authority, 222. 
Defeats young Almagro, 223, The 
| ſeverity of his proceedings, 224. 
Prevents an inſurrection concerted to 
Oppoſe the new regulations, 234. 18 
impriſoned by the new viceroy, 235. 
Valverde, father Vincent, his curious 
harangue to Atahualpa, Inca of Peru, 
31. 174. Gives his ſanction to the 
trial and condemnation of Atahualpa, 
184. | 
Vega, Garcilafo de la, character of his 
commentary on the Spantſh w: iters 
concerning Peru, 11. 465. 
Vegetables, their natural tendency to ſer- 
tilize the ſoil where they grow, 1, 264. 
Velaſquez, Diego de, conquers the iſland 
of Cuba, 1. 196. 237. His prepara- 
tions for invading New Spain, ii. I. 
His difficulty in chufing a commander 
tor the expedition, 2. Appoints 
Fernando Cortes, 3. His motives 
to this choice, g. Becomes ſuſpici- 
ous of Cortes, 6. Orders Cortes. to 
be deprived of his commiſſion and 
arreſted, 7. Sends an armament to 
Mexico after Cortes, 72. 


hab P. his character of ben native 


Californians, i. 467. 
Venercal diſeaſe, originally 3 from 
America, i. 307. Appears to be 


out, 308. Its firſt 9 
progreſs, 464. | 


S Venezuela, hiſtory of that etilement; 11. 


340. | 
Venice, its origin as a maritime ſtate, i. 
30. Travels of Marco Polo, 33. 
Verd, iſlands diſcovered by the Portu- 
3 3. 60. 


Vicereys, all the Spaniſh geminions in 


America ſubjected to two, li. 354. 
A third lately eſtabliſhed, 355. Their 
powers, ibid. A fourth eſtabliſhed, 8 
421. 

Villa, Segnor, his account of the fate 
of population in New Spain, ii. 495. 
His detail of tie We American 
revenue, 513. 


Ville fagno, Antonio, one of Cortes's 


ſoldiers, foments a mutiny among bis 
troops, ii. 110. Is diſcovered by 
Cortes, and hanged, 111. 
Ullea, Don Antonio, de, his deſcripti- 
on of the charaQeriſtic features of 
the native Americans, i. 460, 461. 
His reaſon for the Amelicans not be- 
ing ſo ſenſible of pain as the reſt of 
mankind, 1. 479. His account of the 
goods exported from Spain to en 
with the duty on them, 516 
| Valcanii, 


1 N D 


Volcanos, remarkable number of, in the 
northern parts of the globe diſcovered 
oy tne OY 1. 459. 


Wafer, Lionel, his account of a pecu- | 
Jiar race of diminutive Americans, i. 
Compared with fimilar pro- 


301. 
ductions in Africa, 302. 


War ſong of the native Americans, the 


ſentiments and terms of, i. 478. 
Wemen, the condition of, among the 
native Americans, i. 318. 
prolific, 321. 
join in their drunken feaſts, 399. 
Nor to wear ornaments, 292285 TRE 
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Xeres, Franciſco de, ſecretary to Pizar- 


ro, the earlieſt writer on his Peruvian 
expedition, ii. 463. 
Fimenes, cardinal, 


Spaniſh colonies, i. 220. 


Are not 
Are not permitted to 


his regulations for 
| the treatment of he. Indians in the . 


E X. 


Patrontſes 
the attempt of F erdinand Magellan, 
ii. 128. 


Y. p 


Yucatan, the province of, Shad by — 


Pinzon and Diaz de Sole, i. 188. 
Deſcribed, 446. From whence that 
province derives its value, ii. 331. 


Policy of the court of Spain with 
18 85 to, 332. 


7 1 


Zarate, Don Auguſtine, character of 


his Hiſtory of the e of Peru, : 
- U. 464. | 


Zones, the earth how divided into, by 


the geography of the = grace i. 22. 
By whom firſt ſo divided, 


Zummaraga, Juan de, firſt War of 


Mexico, the deſtroyer of all the an- 
cient records of the Wen e 


ii. 89 . 
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